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FEW WEEKS ago, Matt Damon went on the Late 

Show with David Letterman to promote his holi- 

day movie sequel, Ocean’s Twelve. Decked out in 
Red Sox paraphernalia — cap, zippered jacket, coat — 
Boston’s original famous Damon looked more as if he 
were promoting his hometown than his career. (“Is 
there anything left in the [Red Sox] gift shop?” Letter- 
man joked.) After presenting the gap-toothed host, 
who'd scorned the Sox all season long, with a Sports 
Illustrated World Series commemorative issue, Damon 
said he’d been offered VIP access to watch the Red Sox 
victory parade back in Boston, but had declined in 
favor of celebrating the once-in-a-lifetime street féte 


among the feral masses. “I wanted to go stand on the 


watselall, 
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film 
Eternal 
Sunshine 


of the 
Spotless 3 
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Mind 


side of the road,” said the man who 
brought Boston to the big screen in 
Good Will Hunting, stretching his 
arms high, “and go, ‘Aaaaah!’ ” 

It wasa fitting cry for Boston in 
2004: the sound of 600,000 
perennial runners-up finally 
finishing first, the noise of one na- 
tion under Sox reaffirming its citi- 
zenship after decades of contem- 
plating defection, the exhalation 
of 86 years’ worth of frustration. 
In 2004, Boston finally stepped 
out from the hulking shadow of 
New York City, stopped apologiz- 
ing for itself, and stood comfort- 
ably in its own skin. 

And it wasn’t just in baseball. 
On the national stage in 2004, 
Boston graduated from under- 
study to starring role. The New 
England Patriots won their second 
Super Bowl in three years, putting 
them well on their way to becom- 
ing an NFL dynasty. Massachusetts 
became an international cynosure 
as the first US state to legally 
marry gay couples. At the Academy 


See YEAR OF THE HUB, page 20 
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Paradise 
BOSTON'S LEGENDARY ROCK CLU 


This Tuesday! 


Audio Lab 


Affordable Audio Sales and Service Since 1965 


Introduces the Melntogh 


Ma2275 Tube Int. Amp. 


SONIA DADA 
With Special Guests Grace Potter & The Nocturnals 
Tuesday, December 28 


Ain? ASSEMBLY OF DUST 
New Year's Eve! Get Your Tickets Early Before It Sells Out! 


THIS MONDAY! 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 # 5.00PM DOORS « 6.00PM SHOW « ALL AGES with saetiel quesk Pi wanibiees 
Thursda  Decomber 30 


C ATC H 2 2 “7 : Friday, December 31 
y bye VIBEWISE i 
aa f Saas With Special Guests ffi Kings, Project Move, The Weil 
Saturday, January 8 


f PUNCHLINE * SOCRATIC * STRAY BULLETS “= BOB MOULD 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 4 © 6:00PM DOORS « 7:00PM SHOW « ALL AGES pia ee 


RISE AGAINST 


THE EXPLOSION * A WILHELM SCREAM * MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 * 6:00PM DOORS ¢ 6:30PM SHOW * ALL AGES 


ME FIRST AND 
THE GIMME GIMMES 


THE UNSEEN ° JERICHO 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 * 6:00PM DOORS * 6:30PM SHOW * ALL AGES 


THE EARLY NOVEMBER : 

"ENGINE DOWN © DAYS AWAY « ATHORN FOR EVERY HEARTS? 

STREETLIGHT MANIFESTO "= 
(00/0. 0.8) GLOWSKULLS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER.COM, CALL 617-228-6000 
OR GET TICKETS AT TEAPARTYCONCERTS.COM. PRODUCED BY CCE 
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RAY LAMONTAGNE 
With Special Guest Willy Mason 


Saturday, January 15 
4 36 JFK St, , Haward So, 


JIMITAY CHAMBERLIN COMPLEX 
Tuesday, January 18 617-¥64-1144 


SISTER HAZEL 
With Special Guests Graham Colton, Drew Copeland 


Wednesday, January 19 


SUPER DIAMOND 
Thursday, January 20 


BOB SCHNEIDER 
With Special Guest Aslyn 
Friday, January 21 


SUDDEN EASE ; 
With Special Guests Parker House and Theory, Passenger, The Dij 
Saturday, January 22 


KRISTIN HERSH 
With Special Guest Ben Weaver 
Friday, January 28 


THIRD WORLD 
With Special Guest Keith Reggae Hurlock 
Tuesday, February 1 


ADDISON GROOVE PROJECT 
Friday, February 4 


PATTY SMYTH AND SCANDAL 
Saturday, February 5 


The Paradise is Located at 967 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston. All Shows On Sale Now. Ail Main Room Shows 
7pm doors 8pm show Sunday — Wednesday, 8pm doors, 9pm show Thursday — Saturday, 18+ unless otherwise 
late} (16 fam @ial-1o1. are] 0) Mi (-1-]e)- 1a t\Zerelale.-jatmevelsam(olm@-\-1(-1e1 @Uleleaiualiale mine), /-melam-t-1|-m (alcellle isms -lem-1i(-melaliZ 
Get Tickets At , ony e through ticketmaster.com 617-2 60C © get tickets at teaparty 
LF 420m-Spi 1t. 3pm-6pr 
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Downtown ¢ 2pm to Midnight 


=, Pe RHODE ISLAND‘S LARGEST 
a NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY! 


DECEMBER 28 


7:00 DOORS - 3:00 SHOW - 18+ 


fora 
job in 
the 
office. 


Featuring some of RI’s best performers, including: 

Award-winning singers Toxic Audio, Pendragon, Marvin Novogrodski, 
Black and White, Greg Abate,Keith Munslow, Mark Binder, Val Tutson, 
blues legend Duke Robillard, Sparky's Puppets, Rory Raven, Ses Carney, 
Fusionworks Dance Co., Lubdub Circus, Big Nazo Puppets, Mark Carter, 
Dave Howard and the High Rollers, the Pandora Mandolin Ensemble, 
Bright Night Poetry Slam, Bill Harley, Carolyn Martino, Jackie O'Brien, 
The Banished Fools, Matt The Knife, Lon Cerel, and LOTS MORE! 

Over 150 amazing artists! 


Midnight Fireworks Display 


Afternoon children’s activities 
Something Fun for Everyone! 


Tenth sare ict of WaterFire 


art: Erminio Pinque | desiga: A. wort 


‘WaterFire . Music * Comedy * Srorytclling « Firewarks » More 


Complete Schedule and info at www.brightnight.org 
CALL 401-621-6123 FOR TICKETS 


Tickets on sale at all | & all RI WHOLE locations. 


Admission: $10 Family Four Pack : $35 City of Providence 
David N Cicilline Mayor 
Fomily Four packs are available only in advonce (not ovoilable at Whole Foods} Dent. of Are.Culture. 8 Tounsm 
Whole Foods tickets are discounted {with donation of a con of food.) 
Tickets ore ole at The Cosh Store {in the Arcode} ies t 
I ANBC 


tity) at Providence Performing A 
useum, the Accade, & 
our websit “ht tp: / www. brig 
ne ot Www. ArtTixRi.com or call 403 621-6123 


_. JANUARY 31. 


- 8:00 SHOW - ALL AGES 


Tickets availabie at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, ticketmaster.com 
or call 617-228-6000. Tickets available at Avalon night of show only. 
Get tickets at Teapartyconcerts.com. American Express Membership 
Rewards® points accepted for all concert tickets 


TEAPARTYCONCERTS.COM 


Catering Available 


Gift Certificates Available 


We deliver to most neighborhoods in Boston 
A unique blend S 
of cuWisiney BOSTON: Open Mon thru Sun DORCHESTER: Open Mon thru Sun 


277b Huntington Ave. Boston 1111 Dorchester Ave. Dorchester 
A ARM BME SOR ROh eROR YE = 1 617.867.9700 F: 617.267.9292 T: 617.929.3900 F: 617.929.3979 
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How would Jesus vote? by David S. Bernstein 11 
This election year saw right-leaning religious leaders defining our vastly homogeneous country as a deeply polarized 
one, with Christian believers pitted against godless secular humanists. The real conflicts, however, may lie not out 
side their churches, but within. 


TALKING POLITICS: All too human by Adam Reilly 13 
As the national spotlight rested favorably on Massachusetts again and again in 2004, Mitt Romney should have been 
able to polish his GOP-golden-boy rep to a near-blinding shine. Instead, he’s taken needless risks, irritated con 
stituents, and generally ended up looking silly. 
















Merry Christmas, Mr. Rumsfeld by Jason vest 14 
This month, everyone from neocon warmonger William Kristol to an array of US senators on both sides of the aisle 
began publicly calling for Donald Rumsfeld’s ouster on grounds of incompetence. But, one wonders as the year 
draws to a close, will the defense secretary’s critics cop to being just as guilty as he is for bollixing up Iraq? 


DON’T QUOTE ME: Unlikely crusader by Dan Kennedy 16 
It took Janet Jackson’s costume malfunction last February to reveal FCC chairman Michael Powell’s naked ambition 
to save his career, principles be damned. 



































y main surprise in 2004 was that a restaurant recession mostly held 

off, and new openings continued at a rapid pace. The most expen- 
sive concepts ... 
by Robert Nadeau Hotel service by Tamara Wieder. Poa 18 
With genocide raging on his doorstep, hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina sheltered — and, ultimately, saved more 
than 1200 people during the Rwandan massacres in 1994. Now director Terry George brings the hotelier’s extraordi 
nary story to the big screen 


taste buds 


on the cheap 


a upon a time, the South End 
was a hub for starving artists 

partly because they were poor, part 
ly because there weren’t any nearby 
grocery stores or good places to eat. 





& % Looking back, it’s hard to say what’s been more amazing: 


[Donald Rumsfeld’s] unabashed displays of arrogance and condescension, 


Now ... or, until recently, his allies’ full-throated approbation, and the 
by Jennifer Cacicio. Deon 


Stockholm-syndrome-like servility shown by those officially or 
unofficially charged with his oversight. 


— Jason Vest, News and Features, page 14 
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f the thought of celebrating New Year’s peeve. 
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chills you to your already-chilled Sweatshop-free T’s come to Newbury Street, and a pop DINING 22 


December core, take heart ... In “Dining Out,” Robert Nadeau bestows his 2004 


dining awards, and in “On the Cheap,” Jennifer Cacicio 


moppet shrugs off a thug. Plus, not just another teen- 
sex study. 





by Tamara Wieder .. . ee 
OMNI UAEUONIS ois ho ods te AES A fore bergen in the South End. 
Grading the Dems, blissing out in Allston, the origins of PERSONALS ; Jae es ee 
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Monday 1/10 6p 1 8} 
OPEN MIC SERIES W/ HOST JAMES CLEARE. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP IN 
ADVANCE CONTACT: OPENIVIICBOSTONGHOTIVIAIL COM 
Tuesday 1/11 8p 16+ 
BOSTON POP UNDERGROUND ALL STAR CABARET 
Wednesday 1/12 =] 9) 18 
LAURA GLYDA BAND W/ MORGAN CLAMP, 
JESS MCDONOUGH 

Thursday 1/13 =] @) 18 
THE BUBBLE UP: RUB A DUBWISE REGGAE 
NIGHT \ HOSTED BY WERS ROCKERS DJ BUD E. GREEN 
Friday 1/14 =lelea) 21 
RAPUNZEL RECORDS PARTY: AUDREY CAN’T 
DIE, KELLY BUCHANAN, GREY STAR MORNING 
Saturday 1/15 93pm 21 
ARRIA RECORDS SHOWCASE MAD MAD FILMS , 
JON MACEY, NATALIE FLANAGAN 

Sunday 1/16 8pm é 18 
STATIC: BOSTON'’S PREMIER LOCAL ROCK SHOWCASE: 
LOCK AND KEY W/ SHANGHAI VALENTINE 

Monday 1/17 [STe) 18 


Open nightly Spm-2am 
Kitchen serving a full 


he Te 
datatise, menu until 1am 
ied www. thedise.com 


if 5 

969 Commonwealth Ave Boston * 617-562-8814 
Monday 12/27 sje) 18 
OPEN MIC SERIES W/ HOST JAMES 
CLEARE. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
TO SIGN UP IN ADVANCE CONTACT: 
OPENMICBOSTONGHOTIVIAIL COMI 
Wednesday 12/29 =] @) 18 
BLACKOUT BAR W/ DJ MARK V 
PERFORMANCE BY: BASTARDS OF YOUNG 


(FEAT. MEMBERS OF DKM) 
Thursday 12/30 b=] @) 18 


BUBBLE UP REGGAE NEW YEARS EVE 
PERFORMANCE BY: THE WELL (RoorTs ROCK) 
W/ DJ BUD E. GREEN 

Monday 1/3 ‘=\e) 18 





OPHORCe ONSP Hew 


OPEN MIC SERIES W/ HOST JAMES 
CLEARE. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
TO SIGN UP IN ADVANCE CONTACT: 
OPENMICBOSTON@HOTMAIL.COM 
WAV{—lelal—1—lel- Va a) 8p 18 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES W/ ZERO FOUR 
Thursday 1/6 9p 18 
THE BUBBLE UP: RUB A DUBWISE 
REGGAE NIGHT HOSTED BY WERS 
ROCKERS DJ BUD E. GREEN 

Friday 1/7 9pm 21 
BRIGHTWINGS W/ RYAN JONES 





OPEN MIC SERIES W/ HOST JAMES CLEARE. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP IN 
ADVANCE CONTACT: OPENIMICBOSTONGHOTMAIL COM 
Tuesday 1418 8p 18° 
SAM SHABER W/ TEDDY GOLDSTEIN, KRISTIN CIFELLI 
Wednesday 1/19 8pm 18+ 
ELEPHANT HOUSE RESIDENCY VW// MUNDO’S CIRCUS 
Thursday 1/20 7pm 18+ 
CAROLINE GUIDE CD RELEASE 

THEN @10P THE BUBBLE UP: RUB A DUBWISE 
REGGAE NIGHT HOSTED BY WERS ROCKERS DJ 
BUD E. GREEN 
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EDITORIAL 


The Bush administration is embarrassed into backing away from 
its censorship of foreign writers. But the battle isn’t over yet. 


Art 


HE BUSH administration last week 

showed that it is capable of embarrass- 

ment, which is no small matter for a 
group as self-righteous and arrogant as this. 
But when it comes to the right of free expres- 
sion, and of dissident voices to be heard, the 


White House has still not demonstrated it is ca- 


pable of doing the right thing. 

On December 17, the Treasury Department’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) issued 
a rule “clarifying” a policy that had restricted 
the right of American publishers to work with 
authors in Cuba, Iran, and Sudan, countries 
under economic embargoes imposed 
by the United States. “OFAC’s previous 
guidance was interpreted by some as 
discouraging the publication of dissi- 
dent speech from within these oppres- 
sive regimes. That is the opposite of 
what we want,” said Stuart Levey, a top 
Treasury Department official, in a writ- 
ten statement. “This new policy will en- 
sure those dissident voices and others 
will be heard without undermining our 
sanctions policy.” 

The agency’s press release made no 
mention of it, but the new policy — drop- 
ping a requirement that American compa- 
nies obtain a government license before 
publishing the work of Cuban, Iranian, and 
Sudanese writers and artists — was issued 
just three months after the agency was sued 
in US District Court in New York. Among the 
plaintiffs seeking to force the government to 
drop its oppressive policy: the PEN (Poets, Es- 
sayists, and Novelists) American Center and 
Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian lawyer and dissident 
who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2003. The 
noted author Salman Rushdie, president of 
the PEN American Center, has put it this way: 
“Writers in Iran, Cuba, and Sudan cannot 
publish freely in their own countries. It is a 
tragic and dangerous irony that Americans 
may not freely publish the works of those 
writers here, either.” 

The Bush administration’s censorious ap- 
proach — which included the possibility of a 
$250,000 fine and a 10-year prison sentence 
for individuals, or a $1 million fine for a 
publishing house — was clearly becoming 
untenable. Recently the Los Angeles Times 
ran a story observing that had such a policy 
been in effect in the 1950s, Boris Pasternak’s 
landmark anti-Soviet novel Doctor Zhivago 
could not have been published in the United 
States. The paper also reported that publish- 
ers had already dropped plans for books on 


Cuban architecture and birds. 


This past Sunday’s New York Times Book Re- 
view — which went to press before the Decem- 
ber 17 announcement — included an essay on 


censorship in which the OFAC policy came in 
for some well-considered criticism. Among 
other things, the article observed that requir- 


ing American publishers to obtain a license be- 
fore dealing with writers from forbidden coun- 


tries was itself censorious. “I’m not going to 
ask permission. That’s the Iranian way of 
doing things,” one of the plaintiffs, 





Richard Seaver, editor-in-chief of Arcade Pub- 
lishing, was quoted as saying. 

The new policy grants to Americans a “gen- 
eral license,” allowing them to engage in pub- 
lishing activities with ordinary citizens in Iran, 
Sudan, and Cuba, but not with the govern- 
ments in those countries. It is a step in the 
right direction, but it clearly does not go far 
enough. As Representative Howard Berman, a 
California Democrat, has pointed out, OFAC 
has now enshrined the notion that it has the 
authority to license the activities of American 
publishers — a clear violation of the First 
Amendment, even if the new policy is less op- 
pressive than the one it replaces. (Berman is 
the author of the so-called Berman Amend- 


confronts politics 


ment, which exempts information from eco- 
nomic embargoes.) 

“OFAC is still acting like they have the au- 
thority to grant permission and that interferes 
with our fundamental right to freedom of ex- 
pression,” Berman says in a statement on his 
Web site. He also argues that the agency erred 
by offering general licenses only to publishers 
rather than to all segments of the artistic com- 
munity. “Why should it be okay for a publisher 
to commission a book from an Iranian dissi- 
dent, but not for a film studio to work with a 
Sudanese filmmaker, or a recording studio to 
collaborate with a Cuban musician?” asks 
Berman. “This makes absolutely no sense, and 
reflects the fact that these regulations were is- 
sued in a desperate attempt to head 

off mounting legal and political 
pressure — not as part of a seri- 
ous effort to rationalize an in- 
defensible and counterproduc- 
tive policy.” 

The Bush administration’s initial 

attempt to censor the work of foreign 
writers and artists was outrageous, and its 
clarification is only slightly less so. If the 

First Amendment means anything, it means 

that no one can be pre-emptively prevent- 

ed from speaking or publishing. That is 
the essence of freedom of speech. OFAC’s 
regulations are derived from the Trading 
with the Enemy Act, a 1917 law passed 
at the height of World War I, a time 
when real and imagined enemies of 
the United States were arrested, impris- 
oned, and deported. Since then, the US 

Supreme Court has repeatedly made it 

clear that — in the words of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Jr. — speech may not be suppressed 
unless it poses a “clear and present danger” to 
national security. 

Far from protecting national security, the 
odious rules and regulations promulgated by 
the Bush White House eliminate the judgment 
of publishers and substitute that of the govern- 
ment, while simultaneously taking away the 
publishers’ First Amendment right to act freely. 
At a time when it is more important than ever 
that we shine a beacon of freedom across the 
world, our government seeks to emulate the 
repressive tactics of the very countries whose 
citizens are the most in need of American- 
style liberties. It’s a disgrace, and last week’s 
“clarification” does little to alter that. @ 





What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 





LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. Letters 


| should be typed (double-spaced), if possible, and 


must include the writer’s name, address, and a 
telephone number where he or she can be reached 
during business hours for verification. The writer’s 
name and position or town will be published, but 
these may be withheld for good reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston Phoenix, 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215; faxed 
to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail ad- 
dresses (e-mailed letters must include a telephone 
number for verification and a hometown). All 
letters are subject to editing for considerations of 
space, fairness, and clarity. 


WHITEWASH 

I was stunned by your lack of skepticism in 
the article about Boston-Irish hip-hopper Bob 
“Sullee” Sullivan (“Hingham Homeboy,” News 
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and Features, December 17]. I am a hip-hop 
fan to the core, and to me there is something 
offensive about his whole gambit. The kid can 
claim that he is “being true to himself,” but in 
actuality he has co-opted the style, slang, and 
mannerisms of his black idols, along with the 
requisite materialistic and misogynistic 
clichés. I would humbly suggest that you do 
an equally lengthy article on any number of 
talented underground Boston MCs who may 
not have the advantage of a tenacious stage 
father, but who can claim the respect of intel- 
ligent hip-hop listeners. 

Tom Dolby 

Brookline 


BARE MINIMUM 

I just read your article “Bucking for a Raise” 
{News and Features, December 10], and, man, 
did it ring a bell with me. I am a single mother 


of one, putting myself through college and 
working full-time for just above minimum 
wage ($7.50 per hour). The hardest part, aside 
from constantly worrying about finances, is the 
fear that I am screwing up my daughter by not 
spending enough time with her and giving her 
stability. There is no way I could be doing what 
I am doing without the support of my large 
family, who let me live with them rent-free 
(and I am still scraping for cash). Though I will 
be graduating in May, and hope to get a job 
that pays well enough to get me out of the 
enormous debt that I have accrued over the 
past four years, I want to know if there is any- 
thing the public can do to raise awareness and 
help out other single mothers. Please let me 
know, because it is something I would really 
like to be a part of. 
Kristen Vachon 
Salem, New Hampshire 
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® Phoenix FLASHBACKS | 





The Boston Phoenix has 
been covering the trends and 
events that shape our times 
since 1966. The following se- 
lections, culled from our back 
files, were compiled by Deirdre 
Fulton. 


Multitalented 
5 years ago: 

December 24, 1999 
Peter Keough picked The 
Talented Mr. Ripley as one of 

the year’s best films. 
“Deservedly or not, and 
owing mostly to a late flurry 
of such releases as American 
Beauty, Three Kings, and 
Being John Malkovich, 1999 
has built a reputation as a landmark 
year for innovation and originality in 
film. In fact, the ‘newness’ of many of 
these movies was already passé in 
1970; what’s more, the best film of the 
year is also the most old-fashioned. Al- 
though it goes on one stilled heartbeat 
too long, Anthony Minghella’s master- 
piece, an adaptation of Patricia High- 
smith’s creepy favorite The Talented Mr. 
Ripley, is indeed fashioned in the old, 
classical way. All its parts — narrative, 
performances, cinematography, sound- 
track — combine organically to form 
a radiant whole. But the themes 
sounded by this shining integrity 
couldn’t be more cutting edge: the 
arbitrariness of identity, the elusive- 
ness of desire, the inevitable isolation 
of the soul.” 


Tabloid times 
| 0 years ago: 
December 23, 1994 

As 1994 came to a close, Dwight Gar- 
ner was happy to put sex, scandal, and 
O.J. Simpson behind him. 

“The year that slunk in with Howard 
Stern’s New Year’s Eve peep show on 
pay-per-view is now slinking out with 
Newt Gingrich and A] D’Amato as 
masters of ceremony. Say your 
(school) prayers. In between came 
everything from O.J. mania to flesh- 
eating bacteria to the leader of the free 
world allegedly Freeing Willy in front 
of a former $12,000-a-year Arkansas 
clerk. 

“The best word — maybe the only 
word — to describe the year is this one: 
lurid. Every factoid that scrolled past, 
from rumors about Lyle and Julia to the 
Whitewater hearings (even Bosnia), 
seemed intensified, tabloidized, tossed 
back at you in a million different con- 
tent-free ways. Fifty-seven channels and 
nothing on? It felt like 1057. Pop cul- 
ture has never seemed so schizoid, so 
surreal.” 


CREEPY OBSESSION presented in classical fo 
Talented Mr. Ripley. 
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Disappointing Dems 
j years ago: 
December 22, 1989 

Steven Stark gave the Democrats a D 
for their 1989 performance. 

“The problem for the Democrats has 
remained the same throughout the 
decade: they don’t stand for anything, or 
at least anything either the voters sup- 
port or the Republican Party doesn’t rep- 
resent better. This has placed them in the 


awkward position of reacting to events or 


Republican proposals, hardly a prescrip- 
tion for leadership. The Democrats today 
resemble the Republicans during the 
New Deal and on through 1964. They 
keep telling voters why the opposition 
can’t possibly succeed, even as it does. 
Mike Dukakis didn’t lose last year be- 
cause he ran a bad campaign, he lost be- 
cause voters didn’t want the country to 
go in the direction he and his party 
would lead it in. Voters still feel that 


” 


way. 


Jingle-bell rock 
2 years ago: 
December 25, 1984 

Susan Orlean didn’t hear anything 
too wonderful in Christmas pop-music 
favorites. 

“Something horrible happened in 
America in the late ’40s and the ’50s — 
something that spurred citizens to pen 
such classics as ‘I Saw Mommy Kissing 
Santa Claus’ (copyright 1952, Regent 
Music, words and music by Tommie 
Connor) and ‘The Little Drummer Boy’ 
(copyright 1958, Katherine Davis, 
Henry Onorati, and Harry Simeone). 
We're not talking carols or hymns or 
Handel’s Messiah, for heaven’s sake; 
we're talking about an outpouring of 
drivel never equaled before or since. 
These are called ‘standards,’ and they 
dominate airspace annually from late 
November to New Year’s.... 

“It actually took two grown-ups — 
Mitchell Parish and Leroy Anderson — to 
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write ‘Sleigh Ride’ (Just hear 
those sleigh bells jingling/ 
Ring-ting-tingaling too’) in 
1948. But the real culprit 
may have been our own 
Arthur Fielder and the 
Boston Pops, who introduced 
the stinker, complete with 
hoof beats and horse whin- 
nies, to vast public acclaim 
(but not much historical no- 
tice: the folks at the BSO 
can’t pinpoint the date of the 
premiere).” 





Pubescent pop 


25 years ago: 
December 25, 1979 

The new crop of fledgling 
pop/rock/new-wave bands left Deborah 
Frost cold. 

“No one ever claimed the participants 
of the ‘first wave’ —- Blondie, the Ra- 
mones, Patti Smith, Television, Talking 
Heads — had much in common except 
their need for a place to play. Yet, despite 
their stylistic differences, all were search- 
ing out new pop values, destroying old 
forms. So perhaps the most shocking 
thing about the current contenders is 
their conservatism. They sidestep the 
dangerous issues; their anger is diffused. 
They seem to subscribe to a credo that 
says: when in doubt, quote the Beatles.... 
My hunch is that most of these bands will 
make second albums. And that’s what I’m 
waiting for: to see what they’ve learned. 
It may be a surprise.” 


All I want for Christmas 
3 years ago: 
December 24, 1974 

Rory O’Connor conducted the first an- 
nual Phoenix Holiday Poll, asking people 
what they wanted for Christmas. 

“Arnold ‘Red’ Auerbach (basketball 
general manager): “That’s a funny ques- 
tion. I guess just that everyone be 
healthy — your family and the Celtics.’ 

‘Julia Child (television personality): 
‘Four raw foie gras and four fresh 
truffles.’ 

“Janet Maslin (film critic): ‘A date with 
David Bowie — in 1984.’ ” 


Hare Krishna 
3 years ago: 
December 24, 1969 

Emily Heintzberger spent time with 
Allston’s Hare Krishna devotees. 

“Rather than being just religion, Krish- 
na consciousness is a way of life. The 
members have a language of their own 
spiked with words of Indian origin. As a 
group they live unto themselves, discount- 
ing as meaningless any activity, film, 
book, or art not leading directly to Krish- 
na. ‘I used to love the Beatles,’ said one 
girl. ‘But it wasn’t taking me toward God 
Krishna consciousness.’ Picasso, James 
Joyce, and Mozart go out the window too. 

“About 30 members belong to the All- 
ston community, all sharing the various 
tasks of living. Artists paint deities, 
while others cook, clean, or beat the 
rugs. Except for bureaucratic necessities 
like a president, treasurer, etc., all devo- 
tees are equal regardless of age, intelli- 
gence, background. The membership 
represents former students, hippies, sci- 
entists, businessmen — you name it.” 


Where are they now? 

Peter Keough is film editor for the 
Phoenix. Dwight Garner is an editor at 
the New York Times Book Review. Steven 
Stark is the author of Glued to the Set: 
The 60 Television Shows and Events That 
Made Us Who We Are Today (Free Press, 
1997). Susan Orlean is a writer for the 
New Yorker and the author of several 
books, including My Kind of Place: Travel 
Stories from a Woman Who’s Been Every- 
where (Random House, 2004). 
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[this just in] 


The Boiling Point by mikhaeta Reia 


Ww BUSH + 


RUMMY’S ®& 


GAKE WACKICOMICS 


Isn’t it awesome how much the 
Traqis love us now? It was so cool 
how they understood Abu Ghraib 
was just a few bad apples! 


\ 


How about the way we carefully 
avoided civilian casualties? 


Or the 
way I 
personally 
made sure 
that all the 
troops had 
enough 


GAIETY THEATRE 


Kensington wins 
another round 


It was two strikes for the Gaiety Theatre on 
Tuesday, as Massachusetts Land Court judge 
Keith C. Long ruled in favor of developer 
Kensington Investment Co. on a pair of pending 
issues, bringing the demolition of the 96-year-old 
building closer to reality — even though 
additional voices have joined the chorus calling 
the entire process illegal. 

The nonprofit 
Boston Preservation 
Alliance (BPA), 
which had previously 
remained silent 
about the Gaiety, 
submitted a letter to 
the Land Court in 
support of efforts to 
stop demolition. The 
Gaiety, which 
borders Chinatown, 
is not an officially 
designated historical 
landmark. The BPA 
spoke up now 


No, no, I think the bestest part 
was when we found all the 
weapons of mass destructionism! 


Or when 
the insur- 
gents just 

gave up! 


And I still 
haven't 
resigned! 


But I still got 
* heh heh * 
elected! 


mikhaela ‘04 * www.mikhaela.net * toons@mikhaela.net 


Kensington didn't come close — until the BRA 
added in some little extras like the adjoining 
streets, which as public property shouldn’t be 
included, say Park and others. BRA spokeswoman 
Susan Elsbree told the Phoenix there was 
precedent for counting streets, but was unable to 
provide specific examples. 

The Glass Slipper owners, whose property will 
be taken by eminent domain under the BRA- 
approved plan, are awaiting a March court date to 
argue all this — but Kensington wants to bulldoze 
the Gaiety in the meantime. Last Thursday, Long 
heard the Glass Slipper owners’ request for a 
restraining order against demolition; the hearing 
came one day after the judge took a tour inside 

the theater — but 
barred the public 
and press because of 
“safety concerns.” 
On Tuesday, Long 
decided not to grant 
the restraining order. 
At the same time, he 
denied an attempt 
by three 
condominium 
owners at the Ritz- 
Carlton to join the 
suit against 
Kensington; Long 
had previously 


because of the city's COURTROOM THEATRICS: Judge Long hears argu- stopped other 


troubling 
machinations in 
providing 
authorization to Kensington, says the alliance’s 
president, Susan Park (see “Curtain Call,” News 
and Features, October 15). “The case has not 
been made for demolition,” Park says. “Process 
and precedent are extremely important to us.” 
Kensington has received permission from the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority and Inspectional 
Services Department to start taking down the 
Gaiety, as the first step in building a 30-story 
development. Its opponents — an incongruous 
mix of Chinatown neighborhood activists, theater 
historians, the owners of the Glass Slipper strip 
club, and residents of nearby luxury condos — 
argue that the city violated its own zoning codes 
in authorizing the Kensington project. For one 
thing, the code prohibits destroying any theater in 
that part of town. For another, the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) granted 
Kensington a special authorization that requires a 
minimum of an acre of development to qualify. 


OURTROOM PHOTO BY JOEL VEAK: AMERICAN 
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ments from an attorney trying to save the Gaiety. "eighborhood 


residents — and 
three City Council 
members — from suing. 

“As far as the law is concerned,” said Kevin 
Patrick O'Flaherty, a Boston attorney representing 
Kensington, when reached Tuesday evening, “my 
client is free to proceed with demolition.” 

The Glass Slipper’s attorney could not be 
reached before press time, but others involved in 
the Gaiety case expected an appeal to be filed on 
Wednesday, in Massachusetts Appeals Court, 
along with a motion for an emergency injunction 
to stop demolition. Kensington attorneys had 
agreed last week to forestall demolition at least 
until 5 p.m. on Wednesday. 

“I’m obviously disappointed,” said Steve 
Jerome, president of Gaiety Theatre Friends. He is 
optimistic about the appeal, however — or at 
least the hope of an injunction. “There’s no 
compelling reason to demolish the theater before 
Christmas.” 

— David S. Bernstein 
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American Apparel 
comes to town 


If you bought a screen-printed T-shirt at a rock show 
or a DIY crafts fair recently, your purchase was more 
than likely manufactured by the sweatshop-free 
clothing company American Apparel. A kind of Hanes 
for socially conscious hipsters, the LA-based company 
is especially well known for its Classic Girl line, a 
multicolor array of simple, cap-sleeved, formfitting 
girlie T’s that have won the loyalty of sundry young women because they actually fit. In 
the past couple of years, American Apparel retail locations have been spreading all over 
North America: New York has eight, San Francisco has two, and even Ottawa had one. But 
here in Boston, the only way to order American Apparel goods was either online or 
through a middleman retailer. 
No longer. Boston’s first American Apparel store opened this past Sunday on Newbury 
Street, after six furious days of 
preparation. “Record time,” 
says Sharon native Jared 
Rubenstein, who came in from 
New York to set up the store. 
On Tuesday, the kinks in the 
two-level space hadn’t all been 
worked out: the glass 
storefront wasn’t completed; 
white shelves in the foyer were 
still empty; upstairs, the 
temperature was 80, while it 
was more like 60 downstairs. 
But the white-walled, gray- 
carpeted store was amply 
stocked with American 
Apparel’s much-adored 
garments, including multicolor 
ringer T’s ($16), baby-blue 
terry-cloth pants ($43), zipper- 
down hoodies ($26), and even RETAIL ART: American Apparel’s locations are intended 
a bin of hip dog T’s ($14). to function as galleries as well as shops. 
“Layering is the key these = i aaa a 
days,” explains Jessa Blades, 
another organizer from New York, motioning around the Newbury Street space. Which is 
why in the middle of the winter, on a day with a wind-chill factor of minus 14, there are as 
many short-sleeved shirts and sleeveless tank tops on display as there are long-sleeved shirts. 
American Apparel’s locations aren't intended to function only as shops, but also as galleries. 
The seven-year-old company employs an actual in-house “art team” — aesthetically minded 
staff members who arrange found images of ’70s-era men, with too much hair, beside enlarged 
photos of sexy, hip-looking women showing off the company’s products. The American Apparel 
girls are a bit of controversy. Although the business boasts that its models aren’t professionals 
and that the original photos are never retouched, the young women are scantily clad and 
scrunched up on couches — kind of like Fiona Apple in her infamous “Criminal” video. 
Nevertheless, the ads are all over the Boston store, juxtaposed with Penthouse and Oui 
magazine covers; grainy mug shots of female criminals, supposedly recovered in a Palm Springs 
secondhand store; and digital photos of a Hasidic-goods store in Montreal, where American 
Apparel owner Dov Charney bought a “full Hasidic suit, 
including fur hat.” Strange, but somehow it works. 
Founder and CEO Charney is a presence in his stores. An 
enterprising 35-year-old whose sideburns-merging-into- 
mustache facial hair makes him look more like a ’’70s porn 
star than a clothing mogul, Charney has been heralded as a 
“genius” for managing to pay his employees a living wage 
while growing his business rapidly in just seven years. He 
has also figured out how to make his employees friendly 
without being annoying. “We want to hang out with 
customers,” says Rubenstein, a former Fox Kids Club 
member now trying to make it on Broadway. “We don’t 
want this to be like your grandparents’ house, where you 
can’t touch anything.” So staffers don’t give you the evil eye 
when you're feverishly digging into a pile of neatly folded 
shirts — they hang around and offer to get a size if the one 
you need is missing. 
And they definitely aren’t uptight. Blades, a part-time 
makeup artist with long blond hair and a purple Classic 
Girl T, decides to show off how American Apparel’s scarves 
can double as “96 different things.” Grabbing a burnt- 
orange one from a bin and unraveling all 93 inches, she 
says, “Let me show you my favorite: mermaid tube top.” 
Pulling it around her bust, she pulls, tucks, and stretches 
the scarf into a tight-fitting dress over jeans, while 
somehow managing to greet customers. Blades examines 
herself in a fitting-room mirror. “I think it’s gorgeous.” 
People seem to like this laid-back, friendly attitude. A 
middle-aged woman buying clothes for her twentysome- 
thing daughter overhears Rubenstein saying he’s 
visiting from Manhattan. “You’re from New York?” she 
asks. “I knew you couldn’t be from here. You’re too 
good at your job.” 
American Apparel, at 138 Newbury Street, Boston, is 
open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 
and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday. Call (617) 536-4768. 
— Camille Dodero 
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DAHV BOMB 


[this just in] 





Tweenage hip-hopper to threatening thug: ‘Don’t be silly’ 


Eleven-year-old Dahv (just Dahv) is a pop star from 
southern Maine via Danvers. She’s written several songs, 
and she’s toured a little, performing them with the Radio 


Disney road show. They’re glossy concoctions of 
bubblegum pop and hip- 
hop, with a smidgen 
of spunky mall punk 
tossed in. And she 































HEALTH REPORT 





In a historic first, teenage girls are having sexual 
intercourse at higher rates than boys of the same age, 
according to a December report issued by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), an arm of 
the US Department of Health and Human Services. 
While the percentage of 16-to-19-year-old males who 
have had sex has plummeted since 1995, the study 
found, the percentage of females has dropped much 
less dramatically. 

Which leaves some experts scratching their heads 
as they try to figure out how these numbers relate to 
things such as sexual education, pregnancy 
prevention, and changing social norms. “The most 
honest answer is, no one is really sure why,” says Bill 
Albert, spokesman for the National Campaign To 
Prevent Teen Pregnancy. 

The CDC report, Teenagers in the United States: 
Sexual Activity, Contraceptive Use, and Childbearing, 
2002, shows that teenagers overall are having safer 
sex — and less of it — and that teen-pregnancy rates 
are continuing a 30-year decline. And realistically, it 
makes sense that the boys’ sexual-intercourse rates 
might go down faster than the girls’ rates, because 
the numbers had further to fall. 

But the discrepancy is remarkable. Take this 
statistic: in 1995, 53 percent of -17-year-old boys 
reported that they were not virgins; by 2002, that 
number had been reduced by a quarter, to 39 
percent. On the other hand, 17-year-old girls dropped 
from 47 percent to 43 percent — a decline, yes, but 
a smaller one, and one that leaves them cumulatively 
reporting more sex than their male counterparts. 

This could be because boys no longer feel the 
pressure to “overreport” their activity, says Julie 
Childers, director of education and research at 
Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts 
(PPLM). Or, they might simply be engaging in 
more oral sex. 

Perhaps the decline reflects the fact that teens 
have more to worry about these days when it comes 
to being sexually active, Albert says. “Teen pregnancy 
was basically viewed as a girl’s problem,” he says of 
history's most-cited reason for delaying sexual 
intercourse. “We didn’t focus much attention on 
guys.” But now, he explains, boys know the dangers 
of sexually transmitted diseases, especially HIV: 






sings about the things you'd think a girl her age would 
sing about. “School” is about, well, school (“Gotta learn 
my ’rithmeiic/French class makes me sick/At lunch is 
where I mix”). “Slumber Party” is a shout-out to 
sleepover sisterhood (“One more thing, no boys allowed/ 
Tonight you’re my girls and I'll say it proud”). 

Obviously targeting the tweenage demo, these songs 
aren’t exactly striving for hard-core hip-hop street cred. 
So it was a little strange when some dude showed up on 
Dahv’s message board (www.teamdahv.com) last week 
and called out her hip-hop bona fides. “[WJhat you all 
need to do is get off this site, pick up a gun, and have a 
suicide party, cuz this is the biggest joke ever, fuckin 
losers,” he wrote. “[F]uck wanna be’s [sic].” Then, it got 
worse. The guy posted again with lyrics of his own: 
“wastin time, thinkin you it/so i waste ya, bit by bit/pick 
up my gun, and kill that bitch.” 

Jeff Greenfield, executive vice-president of World Class 
Media, the consulting firm hired by Dahv’s parents to 
help promote her, explains that “last week, out of the 
blue, someone found her site and posted it on one of the 
underground hip-hop message boards. They were saying, 
‘Can you believe this girl thinks she’s a rapper? She can’t 


him, and that “they characterized the young man as 
being ‘a future highway sniper.’ ” 

When reached by telephone, Dahv just shrugs the 
whole thing off. “Yeah, it was kinda silly,” she says, her 
chirping voice belying her maturity. “Some people that 
are older, and not age appropriate for my site, they’re 
just gonna go a little crazy and think I’m a little strange 
for being so young and performing. I just thought it was 
kinda silly.” 

The message-board malefactor — whose Yahoo profile 
identifies him as a 23-year-old “muthafuckinunder- 
groundhiphopartist,” with a photo depicting a hulking, 
tattooed thug — has been banned from the Lake View 
library, and Greenfield says police there have referred the 
case to county prosecutors, who will decide on further 
punishment. 

Meanwhile, Davh is just gonna keep rapping. (Look for 
a debut album this spring.) “Hip-hop today, sometimes 
it’s about inappropriate stuff, like drugs and sex,” she 
says. “That’s not what I talk about. I talk about what I 
do, like sleepovers and just talking about me.” 

Greenfield wonders why some fans find it so hard to 
tell the difference. “On certain boards, people have 


threats.” 


A shift in the teen-sex landscape 


“AIDS is an equal-opportunity employer. It gets guys’ 
attention in a way that pregnancy doesn’t.” 

From 1995 to 2002, the number of 16-to-19-year- 
old girls who have had sex dropped an average of about 
six percent, compared with boys’ 23 percent average 
drop in the same age bracket. However, the incidence 
of teen pregnancy fell by 16 percent. Those statistics 
could mean that comprehensive sexual education, 
which teaches young people about their sexual and 
contraceptive options, is working in two ways: by 
educating boys about the risks of having sex too soon, 
and by educating girls about how to have sex safely. 

“We see this study in the context of a 30-year 
commitment to comprehensive sex ed in schools,” 
says Childers. “Those programs are having an effect. 
That’s because of increased education and also 
access to contraception.” 

In other words, it may be odd — and worrisome — 
that girls aren’t getting the same message that guys 
are. But on the flip side, these numbers could be 
encouraging, not only because they show an overall 
decline in sexual activity, but because they could 
indicate girls are being more careful, even if they’re 
not remaining abstinent. 

The most effective sex ed combines two 
approaches, Albert and Childers agree. “[The CDC 
study] suggests a strategy that encourages 
abstinence, but that also provides young people 
with information about contraception,” Albert says. 

PPLM has teamed up with the Massachusetts 
Alliance on Teen Pregnancy and NARAL Pro-Choice 
Massachusetts to lobby the state legislature for this 
kind of education in schools. Their efforts will be 
especially important this year: state funding for 
comprehensive sex education is slated to drop below 
$1 million, down from $5.5 million in 2001. In 
Massachusetts, there is now more federal and state 
money for abstinence-only education than there is for 
comprehensive sex ed, says Patricia Quinn, director of 
policy for the Alliance on Teen Pregnancy. 

Considering recent positive trends in teen sexual 
behavior, “do we really want to spend money on 
programs that promote ambivalence about 
contraceptive use?” she asks. “Seems like pretty 
risky business to me.” 

— Deirdre Fulton 


rap, yadda yadda yadda.’ But we’ve never marketed 
her as a rapper; she’s been marketed as a girl who 
} sings pop-style music with age-appropriate lyrics. Rap 
is in every music these days, so she happens to rap a 
little. But she’s not a ‘rapper’ per se.” Still, within a 
week, “she was being discussed on about 500 Web 
sites. As this started to accumulate, a person from 
Iowa went on her message board and posted death 


Greenfield tracked the guy’s IP address to Iowa 
Telecom, which in turn traced it to a library in a 
town called Lake View. An e-mail address is 

required to log onto computers there, so police 

were able to track down the individual. 

Greenfield says the cops were familiar with 
















spoken up and said, ‘Hey, I think her music is supposed 
to be for, like, nine-year-olds.’ This kid didn’t seem to get 
that point. Music can make you happy or make you 
angry, but when it’s obviously not meant for you, you 
should just go away.” 

Dahv puts it more plainly. “Those 22-year-olds, they’re 
just kinda confused.” So what would she say to the creep 
if she ever got the chance? “Oh, you mean the bad guy? 
Well, my manager made it so he couldn’t go back on the 
site. But if he tried to get on, I’d just say, ‘Hey, welcome 
to Team Dahv!’ or whatever. That’s what I usually say to 
people there who are a little crazy.” 

Listen to Dahv’s music at www.dahv.com, or say hello — 
nicely! — on her message board at www.teamdahv.com 


j — Mike Miliard 





The Critical 1 by. coniey 


THIS IS ONE LETTER 












































LETTER OF RESIGNATION 


To the American People, 


Due to major miscalculations and an 
eagerness to go to war, I have led 
this country into a never-ending 
conflict. I take full responsibility 
for the death of your loved ones. 


Sincerely 


Lb ye 


Donald Rumsfeld 














TOA RUMSPELU'S AUTT-PEK SHOULD Sa 


thecriticali@hotmail.com crushbush.com 
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moon signs 


urban Buy he 


EACE ON EARTH, good will toward all. Let’s 

keep it simple during this full-moon stage, and 
try to suck up some of the flavor of the season. 
Well, do your best. Fortunately, air and water signs 
have it easy. You guys are getting a little extra “the 
world is your oyster” juice this month. This week, 
tempers flare just after the holiday, especially for 
those who didn’t get enough “home” time. The full 
moon is the last in the year, and is also called the 
Long Night Moon, the Oak Moon, and the Middle- 
Winter Moon. 






















Thursday, December 23 
Waxing moon in Gemini. It’s a great day for gossip 
and hearing about far-flung peers. Gemini may be 
feeling mischievous, and Virgo and Pisces are tempted to spill 
the beans on others. Aquarius — the past six weeks have 









been surreal, but the next six weeks are your time to shine, 






starting today. Shopping tip: novelty toothbrushes and “gour 
met” toothpaste. VOC 8:41 to 11:32 a.m. 











Friday, December 24 
Waxing moon in Gemini; Christmas Eve. No matter 
what you're doing, it’s dominated by that feeling of 







squeezing in even more. Those who are wrapping presents are 
in danger of. going overboard with the pretty-paper-and-raffia- 







bow theme. (Remember, Leo: Martha Stewart is in prison, so 






even she is having an austere holiday.) Gemini, keep us to- 






gether, please. Sagittarius, we can hear you we're just not 






listening. Shopping tip: throat lozenges! 










Saturday, December 25 
Waxing moon in Gemini. Just what we need an all- 






day void-of-course moon makes for a whimsical holi- 
day. Did the gift cards get misplaced? The turkey dressed with 
suntan lotion? But it’s a good day to make up with others. 
Pride can goeth, and never mind about a fall. Gemini, be 
careful of judging others — you may not be hearing every- 
thing. Libra, manic Monday came early, didn’t it? VOC 
8:30 a.m. to 11:38 p.m. 


Sunday, December 26 
Full moon in Cancer; Mars moves into Sagittarius. 


This is the day for the meaningful family connec- 
tion, in case you've got energy — and leftovers. Cancer 
should be careful of “running on empty,” but Capricorn may 
be in an unusually needy mood. Scorpio should be cooking 


Stretch your fashion dollar by getting two looks for the price of one A gah atcha tae ik 


gatherings. 















Waning moon in Cancer. The holiday continues for 


ON’T YOU JUST love two-for-one sales? Getting a great deal color combinations: blue and charcoal, and berry and brown. Don’t C) aay SE SF 















on something is — particularly for those of us who love to forget to add a two-tone cashmere scarf ($68) from J. Crew 
: . ep , . . . i . ‘ water signs, although fire signs, particularly Sagittar- 
shop — incredibly satisfying. Reversible clothing and acces- to coordinate with your new coat. These reversible scarves come in 
: ws ‘ ; 4 ius, are eager to move on to the next adventure. Aries and 
sories are the next best thing to a great two-for-one sale because you _five color combinations. ; 
; 7 : : > , Libra may have emotional hunger pangs, but Cancer is mar- 
wind up getting two nifty looks from a single purchase. And what’s Last but not least, how about a reversible handbag to complete 
; . A ‘ ; : : veling at how well-balanced their lives are (considering how 
great about some of the new trends in reversibles is you’re not just your outfit? Add some all-purpose elegance to your wardrobe with 
F P exhausting it’s been since summer 2003). 
getting a different color when you look 
to the flip side — often you'll find a new Tuesday, December 28 
texture, a different pattern, or even fur. Where to find it: Waning moon in Cancer/Leo. Morning: be a sensitive 
Among the hottest trends are re- * Bloomingdale’s, various locations; www.bloomingdales.com. listener. Afternoon: be aggressive, and don’t think 
versible cloth belts, one of the most ¢ Boutique Bella, www.boutiquebella.com. others are watching the details ... with the exception of Tau- 
stylish of which is the reversible * Gap, various locations; www.gap.com. rus and Scorpio, who are keeping track of minutia! Cancer, 
Hadley Pollet belt ($98), on sale at * J. Crew, various locations; www.jcrew.com. you've earned some extra carbs, but Leo may forget to eat — 
Wish. Decorated with either zinnias or ¢ J. Jill, various locations; www.jjill.com. so many people to contact, and so many gazelles to chase 
polka dots and available in multiple ¢ Luna, 286 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 262-3900; www.lunaboston.com. down. VOC 2:34 a.m. to 12:14 p.m. 
color combinations, this cloth belt ¢ Neiman Marcus, 5 Copley Place, Boston, (617) 536-3660; www.neimanmarcus.com. 
sports. a faux-tortoiseshell buckle. At ¢ Suitable, 158 Washington Street, Marblehead, (781) 639-3699; www.suitablestyles.com. Wednesday, December 29 
Luna, you'll find a selection of cor- * Wish, 49 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 227-4441. Waning moon in Leo. Not a day for shrinking violets 
to turn into wallflowers — toot your own horn, raise 


duroy and suede reversible belts 
by Tiffany Christian Designs 


the roof, and start that New Year's Eve party early. Leo, prior- 











($45-$60). These tend to be more versatile because one side isa a three-in-one convertible handbag itize. Socializing trumps work, right? Aries, if the holiday was 
solid color, while the flip side is brightly patterned ina number of _ by Tallula Tate ($199-$273), from “eh,” this week you celebrate. Why not track down the peo- ; 
different funky designs. Also at Luna are colorful reversible Suitable. Not only do these stunning ple you wanted to see? sl 
woven belts by Jubilee ($70), in a variety of contrasting pat- bags look great solo, but they come 
terns. equipped with a reversible cover — now 

Ella Moss, a designer of simple, figure-flattering clothing, that’s thinking! And if that’s not KEY TO MOON SIGNS 






makes a reversible cowl-neck shirt ($118), available online enough, the clutch bag 
at Boutique Bella. This double-layered, bell-sleeved top comes —_ comes with a detachable 
in pink stripes with solid pink on the reverse, or gray stripes with beaded handle to add 






This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply 
read from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it moves 
through the signs of the zodiac. 














plain gray on the opposite side. Bloomingdale’s carries the even more versatility. If When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 28-day 
slim-fitting Retroversible shirt by Michael Stars, available you're in the market for a emotional cycle, and you can expect increased inisight and emotionality. 
with three-quarter-length sleeves ($42) or long sleeves ($48). Al- casual handbag, there’s the When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite yours (see below), 
though these shirts are the same color inside and out, the tex reversible Puff Bag by expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, family, or 
tures differ on either side. Also at Bloomingdale’s are the Two- Ugg ($80), available at Nie- sa rg ars aglns tsrs me nee Songs 
ee Sigezg : P {ag Ie : 2 . wi oon is in Aries, i ibra, and vice v i 
Timin reversible tights by Spanx ($32). These control-top man Marcus online. rhe eppeciiions are Tasrex/Schrpia, Casilal/Sacitiarien. Cancail 
tights are tummy- and thigh-slimming, and come in black with company famous for its sexy- Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon stays in each 
your choice of blue, gray, or brown on the reverse. ugly sheepskin boots decided to sign approximately two and a half days 
Now that the cold weather’s settled in for a while, you'll want to extend the look to its handbag As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes become “void 






of course,” making no major angles to planets. Consider this a null 
time and try to avoid making or implementing decisions if you can. 
But it's great for brainstorming 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice column, visit 
our Web site at www. bostonphoenix.com 





extend your wardrobe by making sure your winter gear is reversible _ collection. The small but spa- 

as well. Gap carries a reversible faux-fur vest ($68), perfect for cious Puff Bag is available in a 
those who want to stay warm while being animal-friendly. At J. Jill number of colors, with matching 
you'll find the ultra-soft reversible Peruvian pea coat ($268). colored fleece on the reverse. 
This lightweight coat is made of a wool blend and comes in two — Darcy Heitzke 











Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net 
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OUT THERE 


One man’s memory of a New Year's from 
hell lingers like a 17-year hangover 


Party 


BY STEVE ALMOND 


S A RULE, I hate holidays during 
Avr one is expected to have fun. 

The reasons for this are far too 
complicated to detail here, but they 
involve a basic contrarian outlook on 


life, combined with a fear of public 
vomiting that may or may not date 


back to my 15th birthday. BA 


It’s hard enough for me to enjoy a 
quiet evening at home alone, with pop- /“.y* 
corn and porn. I certainly don’t need 454 / 
some great big societal expectation that “//,/ 
I’m going to go out and party like it’s 
1999. 

I mention this, obviously, because we're 
in the thick of the annual New Year’s Eve 
hysteria, during which every single person 
you know is furiously planning for an evening 
of maximum enforced fun. 

My friends used to pull the same crap on me. 
But I've managed to keep them at bay in recent 
years by relating a little story from my long and 
illustrious history of holiday failure. 

I am speaking, of course, about my infamous 
New Year’s Eve in Baden-Baden. 

This would have been 1987. I was abroad, at- 
tempting to learn how to curse in a variety of 
European languages, and I decided to travel to 
Germany over Christmas break. It was supposed 
to be a group thing. But my friends wanted to 
hit Amsterdam first and I'd already bought my 
train ticket, so we planned to meet up in Baden- 
Baden, on December 31. 

Why Baden-Baden? 

Good question. 

The original idea had something to do with 
the proximity of the Black Forest. There also was 
a large casino. My friend Elliot had seen a 
brochure that made the city look “totally rad.” 
This was more than enough for the rest of us. 
We were 19 years old. 

The first sign that I might be in for trouble 
was simple enough: the hostel where we had 
arranged to meet no longer existed. It was, per- 
haps fittingly, a butcher shop. 

Because I do not speak German (since the 
language itself frightens me), I was unable to 
ascertain what had happened to the hostel. And 
because there was no such thing as a cell phone 
back in that dark era, I walked around leaving 
notes at the various hostels in town. They were 
all packed, anyway, because Baden-Baden was 
hosting — I kid you not — a convention of 
teenage accordion players. They were every- 
where, like locusts in lederhosen. 

In an effort to calm myself, I went to a fancy 
spa (the city is famous for them), which was 
very plush and actually kind of relaxing, until I 
reached this giant mineral-bath area where ... 
everyone was naked. 

It wasn’t the older women, 5r the various 
thickly draped biirgermeisters, that disturbed 
me. It was the hot young German frauleins, all 
quite naked and in plain view. 

As a reminder: I was 19 years old. The sight of 
certain bra ads was enough to excite me. Both I 
and my boner spent a long time in that bath. 

By the time I got out of the spa, it was mid- 
afternoon. I spent a few more hours trying to lo- 
cate my friends, then made another round of 
the hostels, hoping to find a room. Every place 
was full. But I met a guy named Doug at the 
skuzziest of them. He was from San Diego and 
he liked to party. These two facts pretty much 
explained his entire existence. 

He said I could crash in his room, so I put my 
backpack in there. 

Doug was going to meet a couple of Aus- 
tralian women for dinner, and he invited me 
along. I suppose I should mention that the 


DAVID SIPRESS _ 





hardly 





o IPRE IS 
reason Doug was so nice to me, I have come to 
see, was because I had some hash. 

So we met these women — blond, lovely, and 
very mean. I developed an immediate, intense 
crush on the one named Fiona. 

This made me behave more stupidly than I 
would have otherwise, though I’m not sure any- 
one else would have noticed the difference. I 
talked too much. I made bad jokes. In a mo- 
ment of truly poor judgment, I did my Dr. 
Strangelove impression in the middle of a 
schnitzel restaurant. 

After dinner, we smoked some of the hash. 
The problem was that, in order to transport the 
hash across national borders, I had resorted to 
that expert measure employed by many of the 
world’s leading drug traffickers: I had hidden 
my stash in a small vial of Tiger Balm. 

For those of you not intimately familiar with 
the practices of leading drug traffickers, Tiger 
Balm is a topical rub used to treat aching mus- 
cles — BenGay to the 10th power, basically. 

The problem with smoking hash that’s been 
packed in Tiger Balm is you wind up inhaling a 
good deal of camphor and menthol, so your 
lungs feel as if they are burning. 

Shockingly, the hash did not make Fiona 
fall in love with me. On the contrary, she, her 
pal, and Doug ditched me when I went to the 
bathroom. 

They had talked about going to the casino for 
the midnight celebration, so I headed over 
there. I figured my friends might show up, too. 
But the casino security wouldn't let me in, be- 
cause I didn’t have a necktie. 

So I stood out in front of the casino, in the 
blistering cold, with lungs burning, listening to 
the sounds of strangers celebrating inside, and 
hoping to catch sight of someone I knew. 

Around 2 a.m., I headed back to the hostel, 
which was locked. So I had to sneak in through 
a basement window. I reached Doug’s room and 
walked in, only to find myself physically accost- 
ed by a very angry German, who apparently 
thought I was attempting to steal his stuff. 

I wound up sleeping in an alcove — actually, 
not sleeping, because some of the teen accordion 
players were staging a informal jam session 
down in the parking lot, which involved a lot of 
accordion solos and shouting, again, in German. 

Eventually, I was reported to the manager, 
who threatened to have me arrested unless I va- 
cated the premises. The downside of this 
arrangement was that I got hypothermia. 

On the bright side, ’'m pleased to report that 
— whatever you might have heard — Baden- 
Baden looks lovely at dawn. Fa 


yn 





Those who wish to party with Steve Almond 
may contact him at www.bbchow.com. 
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toEverything! 









Boston’s Best 2ZOOA - Boston phoenix 
I-SOO-MY-SEATS 
CELTICS * RED SOX ¢ PATRIOTS 

LION KING ¢ YANNI 
JOSH GROBAN « JILL SCOTT 
BENEVENTO W/ MIKE GORDON 
HILARY DUFF « BROOKS & DUNN 
THE PRODUCERS 


WE BUY & SELL TICKETS 
BUY ON-LINE AT ACETICKET.COM 
1-800-MYSEATS ° 617-734-6666 


Order by Phone/online - Credit Cards accepted 
Route 9 Brookline - Boston®)« Rt. 1 Saugus ¢ Rt. 9 Framingham 















comedys 2d 


Discounted Parking at 


} MOREE EORAE 75 State Street Garage 
‘ F A N 2 U I L H A L i. www.comedyconnec tionboston.com 


| NEW_YEAR’s EVE!!! 


t Host of the WZLX 
morning show 
“Sweeney's 
Neighborhood’ 
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Your sax player blows. 
Phoenix 
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* HARVEST MOON 
HYDROPONICS 


_ » & COMPLETE INDOOR 


Sy GARDENING 
a SUPPLIES 
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HYDROPONICS 


29 Route! « Foxboro,MA 46 20305 
508-660-6966 4 800-660-6977 





SYSTEMS AND GROW 
LIGHTS FOR ANY 
SIZE OR SPACE 








SS Earn Extra MoneySS 
Deliver the New Verizon 
Telephone Directories 


Men & women 18 yrs and older 
with insured vehicles are needed 
to deliver the new Boston WP/YP 
Directories in Boston, North, 
South, West and areas including 
Waltham, Woburn, Stoneham, 
Lynnfield, Tewesbury, Canton, 
Malden, Revere, Everette and 
Chelsea. We also are looking for 
office clerks & loaders. Deliver 
starts about December 22nd. 
Work a minimum of 4 daylight 
hours per day & get paid within 
48 hours upon — successful 
completion of your route. 

Call 1-800-979-7978 
between the hours of 9:00am & 
5:30pm M-F. Refer to Job 
#3700-L EOE 
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AD OF THE WEEK 
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To listen and respond call 
(617) 876 3366 / (900) 226 4492 


and enter & # 232233 (calls cost $2.19/min, 18+) 
See more Phoenix Personals in our new location, 
BEFORE Classifieds. 
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WESTERN CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 
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Fisher College 


Division of Continuing Education 
Boston Campus 


617-236-8867 


Bachelor of Science in Management 


Next Term Begins 


‘ ary 2005 
January 18, 200: Associate Degree Programs: 


*Business Administration 

*Early Childhood Education 
*General Studies 

*Health Information Technology 


*Psychology 


¥ Financial Aid is still available 
¥ Flexible eveming schedules 
¥Y Online programs offered 


617-236-8867 


Certificate Programs: 


*Early Childhood Education 
*Medical Coding 


www.fisher.edu 
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S$$SSSSSS 


Looking for 
extra income? 
See all the new 
Clinical Research studies 


in our Classified 
Section. 
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BY CECIL ADAMS 


Was Einstein a plagiarist? Several articles have been written say- 
ing he was. What do you think? 
mecsagel 
Via e-mail 


This letter will raise two questions in the mind of the aver- 
age reader: 

1) You mean to tell me that, in 1905, when Albert Einstein pub- 
lished his groundbreaking paper, there were (assuming that every 
cribber requires a cribbee) two people on the planet who under- 
stood the theory of special relativity? 

2) Never mind plagiarism — whatever happened to Einstein’s 
brain, which, when last discussed in this column (1987), was 
housed in a cardboard box in a doctor’s office outside Kansas 
City, Missouri? 

Patience. We shall address both matters. Plagiarism first. 
Questions of priority have long swirled around the theories of 
relativity, both special and general. Though no one thinks Einstein 

pulled special relativity out of thin air, his 1905 paper had no 
notes or references, which was odd even for the times. In fact, as 
Einstein's critics long ago demonstrated, virtually all the better- 
known elements of the theory — most famously the equivalence 
of matter and energy (E = mc2) — had been suggested by others. 
In particular, French mathematician Henri Poincaré and Dutch 
physicist Hendrik Lorentz are credited with anticipating many of 
Einstein’s discoveries. 

Some latter-day writers have seized on these observations as 
proof that Einstein was a fraud, notably Christopher Jon Bjerknes, 
author of Albert Einstein: The Incorrigible Plagiarist (2002). The 
gist of his argument: a) Einstein got many of his ideas from his 
first wife, Mileva Maric; b) Maric herself plagiarized her ideas 
from others; and c) the theory is a crock anyway. Clearly, some as- 
pects of Bjerknes’s attack operate at cross-purposes — if relativity 
is fatally flawed, who cares if it was pirated? More important, he 
never manages to demonstrate that Einstein ventured over the line 
between building on other people’s work and stealing it. 

Still, you ask, given that Big Al was just one of a bunch of scien- 
tists sniffing around the same turf at the same time, why did the 
Smartest Person Ever trophy go to him and not to one of his con- 
temporaries? Poincaré, for instance, gave a lecture in 1904 that 
posited many aspects of special relativity, among them the idea 
that the speed of light was an impassable limit. So brilliantly did 
he present the issues that one historian of science professes 
bafflement that Poincaré failed to invent the theory of special rela- 
tivity himself. But he didn’t. Poincaré’s comments make it clear he 
was still wedded to classical physics, with its comforting notion of 
space and time as unchanging verities. Einstein alone was able to 
make the conceptual leap and realize that space and time were 
about as immutable as Silly Putty, paving the way for our modern 
view of the cosmos as a profoundly strange place. 

However, Einstein himself conceded that had he not invented 
the theory, someone else would soon have done so. (He thought 
the theory of general relativity, which he completed in 1915, was a 
more impressive achievement — although even there, controversy 
still rages about who first deduced the crucial equations.) 

Having addressed the sublime, we now turn to the pathetic. 
When I last looked into the matter, Einstein’s brain was in the pos- 
session of Thomas Harvey, who had performed the autopsy when 
Einstein died at Princeton in 1955. Harvey had kept the brain in 
hopes of making a rep for himself as a researcher, but was un- 
equipped to do more than an elementary examination of the brain, 
and was too timid to organize a research program involving the 
heavyweights. So for more than 40 years, he just hung on to the 
thing, which he had sliced into hundreds of pieces, stored at times 
in mayonnaise jars. Periodically fending off inquiries from nosy 
journalists, he bounced around the country, working as a patholo- 
gist, a small-town doctor, and finally a factory worker, after failing 
a medical-licensing exam at age 77. Having retired and moved back 
to New Jersey, Harvey in 1998 donated the brain to the man who 
held his old job as chief pathologist at the Princeton hospital. Scien- 
tists to whom Harvey loaned chunks of the brain published three . 
papers over the years, so I suppose the whole thing wasn’t a com- 
plete waste; still, when I shuffle off to that big reading room in the 
sky, Pm leaving strict instructions: no souvenirs. & 


Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight Dope 
Message Board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the Boston 
Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215. 


SLUG SIGNORINO 
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RELIGION AND POLITICS 


All year, questions of scriptural interpretation 
were inseparable from elections and public policy 


How would Jesus vote? 


BY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN 


HE WORDS “under God” in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Same-sex marriage. Fetal- 

stem-cell research. Abortion rights. When 
these topics were discussed in 2004, we under- 
stood that they had a religious dimension, and 
that religious leaders were largely responsible 
for the argument on one side — the conserva- 
tive, Republican side. 

Yet on their face, most of these issues don’t 

seem more obviously the subject of religious 
mandate than do, say, economic justice, the 





J 


RENDERED UNTO CAESAR: from The Passion of the Christ (left) to same-sex-marriage protests to the podium at the Republican National Convention, Christian ideology and images 
were made the tools of political conservatism in 2004. 





environment, poverty, equal rights, and war. 
As religion and politics intertwined throughout 
this election year, it was the political and reli- 
gious leaders on the right who defined their 
intersections. By doing so, they falsely depict- 
ed this vastly homogeneous country as a 
deeply polarized one, with Christian believers 
pitted against godless secular humanists. 

Polls consistently show that a large majority 
of Americans are in general agreement about 
the nature of God, heaven, the Bible, and 
Jesus. Eighty percent of Americans are Chris- 
tians, according to a Pew Forum on Religion 
and Public Life survey earlier this year, and 
most of the rest are unaffiliated with a specific 
church but have generally Christian beliefs. 
Only five percent are Jewish or Muslim; or ad- 
here to other religious faiths — and just three 
percent are atheist or agnostic. 

So, no: religion itself is not under seige in 
this country, in spite of what millennial-minded 
religious conservatives and over-excited pun- 
dits who mindlessly parrot talk of red states 
and blue states tell you. That’s not to deny 
long-standing rifts within American religious 
culture. That struggle is playing out between 
the Catholic hierarchy and many within its 
flock; between fundamentalist and liberal 
Protestants; between Orthodox and Reform 
Jews; and even between strict and progressive 
Muslims. Albert Pennybacker, a minister in 
Lexington, Kentucky, and the national commit- 
tee chairman of the Clergy Network for Na- 
tional Leadership Change, sees the struggle 
this way. “The debate is between those who 
look at the God of their religion as a God of 
absolute truth, an ideological God, and others 
like me who look at God as a God of love.” 

That said, political polarization along reli- 
gious lines is real. “The polarization of people 
politically tracks with the polarization of 
Christianity in America,” says Kristian Mineau, 
president of Massachusetts Family Institute, 
which opposes gay marriage — and he’s right. 
Indeed, the Pew study found that while the 
population as a whole leans slightly Democratic 


(42 percent, compared with 38 percent Repub- 


lican), those who consider themselves “tradi- 
tionalist” — whether evangelical, Catholic, or 
mainline Protestant — skew heavily Republi- 
can, by margins of more than two to one. Reli- 
gious “centrists” leaned slightly Republican. 
“Modernists,” as well as secularists, minority 
religions, and nonbelievers, were all heavily 
Democratic. Even more interesting, since 
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1992, most of these groups have remained the 
same or tilted a little toward the Democrats — 
except evangelicals, who have had a net 13- 
percentage-point swing to the Republican side. 

Yet most Americans of all religious beliefs 
agree on a wide range of issues taken in isola- 
tion — and generally speaking, they agree with 
the Democrats. But religious traditionalists, 
who are winning the fight to define the very 
nature of true religious conviction, have taken 
a number of issues off the table. Increasingly, 
they have put issues such as the environment, 
social welfare, and progressive tax policy be- 
yond the religious pale. They are choosing one 
set of political positions over the other in the 
battle for America’s soul — between what they 
define as religious folk and “liberal elites.” 

“Tt recalls the way religion played out in the 
[John FE] Kennedy campaign, but in reverse,” 
says Philip Cunningham, executive director of 
Boston College’s Center for Christian-Jewish 
Learning. In 1960, Kennedy affirmed that he 
would follow the interests of America over or- 
ders from the pope; in 2004, John Kerry was 
chastised for doing the same — while George 
W. Bush spoke openly of conducting policy 
based on his conversations with God. 


OR MANY religious traditionalists, the epi- 

center of the struggle was the battle over 
gay marriage. The topic, if it can be found at 
all, certainly appears of little concern in Bible 
texts, relative to other subjects of human con- 
duct and interaction. Yet in a year of increas- 
ing war, poverty, and fear, the religious right 
sincerely saw same-sex marriage as the coun- 
try’s greatest concern. “I don’t think there were 
any bigger issues than the Massachusetts court 
attempting to redefine marriage,” says Joe 
Glover, president of the Family Policy Network, 
based in Forest, Virginia. 

Glover believes the gay-marriage issue — 
which Republicans shrewdly placed as a ballot 
measure in 11 states — brought the religious 
right out to vote and helped turn the presiden- 
tial election. “When they have a reason, they 


turn out in droves,” Glover says. 

Nobody who was at the Massachusetts State 
House during the 2004 Constitutional Conven- 
tion would dispute the depth of conviction 
among religious-conservative protesters against 
gay marriage. But why was this issue — which 
seems frankly trivial in both the Bible and soci- 
ety — so singularly important to them? 

It seems evangelical Christian leaders and 
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the Catholic hierarchy are focusing attention on 
issues that jibe with political conservativism; 
i.e., defending tradition. This explains the em- 
phasis on what they see as assaults on Bible 
commandments: same-sex marriage, abortion, 
fetal-stem-cell research. They show less interest 
in issues that Pennybacker and others perceive 
as essential to personal fulfillment of scriptural 
instruction: peace, social justice, the environ- 
ment, and wealth distribution, for example. 
Presumably, religious doctrine would tend to 
support Democrats’ positions on these issues — 
and in fact, the Pew survey found that to be 
true, even for religious traditionalists. 

So when surveys show that a clear majority 
of regular churchgoers identify themselves as 
Republicans, and that those who do not attend 
church regularly are mostly Democrats, it 
seems likely this division stems in large part 
from religious leaders’ emphasis on Republi- 
can-friendly issues over Democratic-friendly 
ones. This played out in 2004 through ser- 
mons and handout materials that did not 
specifically endorse Republicans (which would 
violate church tax-exemption law), but ham- 
mered at political issues such as abortion and 
gay marriage. When asked about important 
topics beyond those two, Mineau of the Massa- 
chusetts Family Institute cited none of Penny- 
backer’s issues, instead naming Internet 
pornography as the third-most-important issue 
facing American families. Other religious tradi- 
tionalists, including William Donahue, presi- 
dent of the Catholic League, talked about Hol- 
lywood’s corruption of youth as one of the 
country’s top problems. 

The Catholic Church hierarchy was, if any- 
thing, less subtle than evangelical Protestants 
in its elevation of select issues, and mercilessly 
denounced Kerry, a serious and devout 
Catholic. The US Conference of Catholic Bish- 
ops urged people to vote against pro-choice 
politicians such as John Kerry, calling them 
“guilty of cooperating in evil and sinning 
against the common good.” Several bishops 
announced they would not offer Communion 
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to Kerry because of his permissive stance on 
abortion, and former Boston mayor Ray Flynn 
chastised Kerry for his views in a full-page New 
York Times ad. 

The identification of conservative Christiani- 
ty with select issues embraced by the political 
right was dramatically symbolized on the Re- 
publican National Convention stage in New 
York this August, where a cross was etched 
into the design of the wood podium. While Re- 
publicans denied that the design was inten 
tional, it was telling that criticism came not 
from Christian leaders who objected to the 
GOP usurping their religion, but from Jewish 
and secular groups. 

With their more religiously diverse voter 
base, Democrats often find it hard to wage bat- 
tle on the traditionalists’ issues.Once Republi- 
cans stake out territory on something like In- 
ternet pornography, and get religious leaders 
to talk it up, Democrats can only lose. They 
can disagree, and confirm their reputation as 
“family values” foes; or agree, and confirm 
that the Republicans were right. 

After the election, Democrats began talking 
about adding religiosity to their party. But what 
they need is to neutralize the inflated impor- 
tance of Janet Jackson's breast, or of who mar- 
ries whom, by concentrating public attention on 






important issues that religious traditionalists be 
lieve in — and the Republican Party doesn't. 

After all, it’s not as if the GOP actually cares 
much about the traditionalists’ issues anyway. 
Immediately after the election, Republican in- 
terests and religious interests diverged. The 
Christian right claimed a mandate for its views, 
and insisted, for example, on denying abortion- 
rights softy Arlen Specter the chairmanship of 
the Judiciary Committee. It also wants action 
on a constitutional amendment on gay mar- 
riage, and a reversal of Roe v. Wade. (“There’s 
going to be more pressure for prayer in school 
— and it’s not going to be the Sh’ma,” says Jew- 
ish congressman Barney Frank.) Bush, on the 
other hand, claimed a mandate for Social Secu- 
rity privatization and tax reform, and the Sen- 
ate Republicans ultimately gave Specter the ju- 
diciary chair. “I think every four years [Bush] 
panders to conservative Christians,” bemoans 
Glover, who, like many fundamentalists, is dis- 
appointed with both parties. 


HAT REPUBLICANS have done best, per- 

haps, is play to the siege mentality of 
today’s religious traditionalists. Republicans 
actively sought to paint the nation as divided 
between the religious and the secular, and to 
cast the GOP as a crucial line of defense 
against the latter. The right demonized Kerry 
supporters George Soros and Whoopi Goldberg 
as, respectively, a money-grubbing Jewish for- 
eigner and an amoral Hollywood elitist. A Re- 
publican National Committee mailing in Sep- 
tember warned that if “liberals” won the elec- 
tion, the Bible would be banned. 

Even without such fearmongering, it’s not 
surprising that religious traditionalists feel 
threatened, says Cunningham of BC. Children 
learn about different religions and cultures in 
public school; alternative lifestyles (albeit usual- 
ly moral ones) are all over TV and movies; and 
interfaith relationships are more common than 
ever — not to mention that acceptance of homo 
sexuality has moved fast enough for the headline 
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HE YEAR OF THE QUEER to run in these pages a year 


igo. The 9/11 attacks and the subsequent war to 
essentially Westernize Muslim countries may 
have heightened the us-versus-them atmosphere 

“Because religious pluralism is in our face 
with a potency it hasn’t had before, all reli- 

is groups have to deal with how they are 
going to engage other groups,” Cunningham 
says. “Some are responding by battening down 
the hatches, a fortress mentality. Others are 
trying to bring forth this other tradition of en- 
gaging other religions. The two sides are at 
odds with each other.” 

[hat tension played itself out in Washington 
all year. First came the Supreme Court case chal- 
lenging the recitation in schools of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, which contains the words “under 
God.” The court in effect left the question open, 
ultimately ruling that the person who brought 
the suit did not have proper standing — but the 
challenge became a rallying point for religious 
traditionalists. Later in the year, the Supreme 
Court agreed to decide whether the Ten Com- 
mandments can be displayed in courtrooms. 
Today, the Christian right is fulminating over 
secularists “taking Christ out of Christmas.” 

Yet this claim that Christianity is under siege 
by the rest of the country hardly holds water 
when, for example, some 96 percent of Ameri- 
cans say they celebrate Christmas. Traditional- 
ists like Glover prefer to imagine the conflict as 
external, rather than acknowledge the different 
interpretations within their own religious tradi- 
tions on issues of church-and-state separation, 
or even homosexuality and abortion. “It’s kind 
of silly that some have claimed that there is an 
ideological split within Christianity,” Glover 
says. He sees “some tiny fringe minorities with- 
in some of the much smaller quasi-religious 
groups in this country” — for example, those 
Episcopalians who approved of ordaining V. 
Gene Robinson, a gay man, as bishop last year. 
“If the Episcopalian diocese of Vermont wants 
to pit itself in importance with the Southern 
Baptist Congregation, let them,” Glover says. 

Nothing captured the “Christian culture under 


siege” mentality better than this year’s release of 
The Passion of the Christ — a film that Cunning- 
ham says was unquestionably politicized. “It was 
shown to highly selected audiences of Christians 
on the right wing: self-identified political conser- 
vatives and religious Catholics,” he says. Both 
The Passion and director Mel Gibson’s public- 
relations campaign painted faithful Christians as 
an oppressed group among a hostile population. 
Gibson also portrayed himself as under assault 
by a Jewish-controlled Hollywood that wanted 
to keep his film from being made. “It certainly 
stirred people who hate the things of God to be 
more resolute in their opposition to all things 
Christian, all things biblical,” Glover says. 

The media of the religious traditionalists 


damentalist Protestants and staunch Catholics 
this year, despite their obvious theological differ- 
ences. (Even the most traditionalist Protestants 
are, after all, ultra-reform Catholics.) Religion 
has made strange political bedfellows before — 
fundamentalist Christians have long served as 
staunch allies to Zionist American Jews, for ex- 
ample. That bond has, if anything, become 
stronger under George W. Bush, who has stead 
fastly supported Israeli prime minister Ariel 
Sharon, and gained some measure of political 
support (and money) from Jewish sources. 
Some of the reasons for the Protestant- 
Catholic alliance can be found in both Gibson’s 
Passion and the hugely popular Left Behind series 
of Christian novels, the finale of which was pub- 


Once Republicans stake out territory on 
something like Internet pornography, and get 
religious leaders to talk it up, Democrats can 

only lose. They can disagree, and confirm their 
reputation as ‘family values’ foes; or agree, and 
confirm that the Republicans were right. 


(Agape Press, Eternal Word Television Network) 
ate it up — religious-right groups even ran their 
own ads urging people to see The Passion despite 
“the attacks against the movie and Mel Gibson.” 
An independent Web site (www.seethepassion 
.com) claimed that Gibson was “under intense, 
public attack from all the worst elements of the 
major news media and the entertainment indus- 
try.” Meanwhile, the film was raking in more 
than $350 million at the box office, with no re- 
ports of anyone trying to block or hinder its re- 
lease. “What it tapped into is a sentiment in cer- 
tain quarters that one cannot be openly Christ- 
ian — that Christianity was under assault,” 
Cunningham says. 


HAT PERCEIVED “assault” — and religious 
traditionalists’ response to it — helped 
strengthen an unexpected alliance between fun- 


lished in 2004. The former was made by a hard- 
core Catholic, and repeatedly emphasizes a 
Catholic view of Holy Communion, condemning 
Protestants to hell by implication; the latter was 
written by evangelical Protestants, and casts a 
Catholic cardinal as the false prophet of Satan. 
Nevertheless, both works have had crossover 
success, and at heart have much in common. 
Both eschew biblical prescriptions of brotherly 
love and social good, focusing relentlessly on re- 
demption through religious adherence instead. 
This conception plays directly into the conserva- 
tive rejection, or at least the de-emphasis, of the 
regulatory state and other liberal ideals. Chris- 
tianity, in this view, is not about helping others, 
but about finding one’s own salvation. Other peo- 
ple usually serve only to impede this task (for ex- 
ample, by luring one into homosexuality, promis- 
cuity, and dreaded multiculturalism). George 


Bush, for instance, commonly dismisses his first 
decades of adulthood as his now-irrelevant pre- 
salvation life. No atonement or good deeds were 
necessary — he woke up one day a sinner, got 
saved, and was all set. “I think the president is a 
religiously immature leader,” says Pennybacker. 
“He reduces religion to personal experience.” 
The Passion and Left Behind also emphasize 
the vengeful nature of God and Jesus toward 
those of other faiths. Gibson, in one of many 
touch-ups to the Gospels, sends an earthquake 
to demolish the Jewish Temple as Jesus dies, 
while Left Behind authors Jerry B. Jenkins and 
Tim LaHaye’s God metes out a steady stream of 
violence and bloody death to the enemy, which 
is most of humankind (how’s that for an anti- 
pluralist message?). In both cases, those who 
accept Jesus are simply right, and are rewarded; 
those who do not are simply wrong, and are 
punished. If that’s okay with Jesus, why should 
the death of Iraqi civilians, or the impoverish- 
ment of inner-city children, bother you and me? 
And finally, both works use the Bible selec- 
tively and interpret liberally even as they claim 
biblical literalism. Fundamentalists have praised 
The Passion as a perfect depiction of events from 
the Gospels, although Gibson added entire 
scenes from non-Bible sources; Left Behind has 
already milked 12 novels from a sparse and care- 
fully selected number of Bible passages. This 
pick-and-choose biblical literalism allows reli- 
gious traditionalists to spend all day at the State 
House protesting gay marriage, while ignoring, 
say, Jesus’ admonition to rid oneself of wealth. 
These are not minor theological points; they 
serve to justify forcing conservative ideology 
into our entire legal and political structure — 
consistency be damned. To argue with them is 
to argue against biblical truth, and to side with 
those who must perish. The very presence of ar- 
gument is proof of Satan’s work. In this sense, 
George W. Bush’s politics are entirely religious. 
God, he has said, speaks through him. And you 
would ask Him if He’s made any mistakes? 


David S. Bernstein can be reached at 
dbernstein@phx.com. 
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TALKING POLITICS 


BY ADAM REILLY 


Sox won the World Series, Governor Mitt 

Romney could be seen high above Stor- 
row Drive, laboring to remove the legendary 
REVERSE THE CURSE sign hanging from 
Longfellow Bridge. It did not go well. As he 
climbed a platform and approached the 
sign, Romney gave himself a nasty bump on 
the head; down below, traffic ground to a 
halt, annoying commuters who hadn't antic- 
ipated a midday publicity stunt on one of 
Boston’s busiest roads. Afterward, a guber- 
natorial press release — which described the 
sign as an “eyesore” — suggested Romney’s 
enterprise had been aesthetic in nature. It 
was an absurd explanation. Romney didn’t 
remove the sign because it was ugly; he re- 
moved it because he wanted to mug for the 
cameras. Instead, he ended up taking need- 
less risks, irritating his constituents, and 
looking silly. Which, when you think about 
it, was Mitt Romney’s year writ large. 


; N OCTOBER 2004, one day after the Red 


wanted to mug for the cameras. 


OVEMBER 2, 2004, was a dark day for 


Why this year was bad for Mitt Romney, and why next year will be even worse 


Human, all too human 


AP/WIDE WORLL 





STUNTMAN: Romney didn’t remove the sign because it was ugly; he removed it because he 






ering Romney’s speech in New York,” says 
former Democratic consultant Michael Gold 
man, who now co-hosts Simply Put for 


Bloomberg Radio. “People went into it with 
very high expectations, but his speech just 
fell flat. Everyone said it. He went from 


being a really hot commodity at the conven- 
tion to the buck-a-book bin.” Goldman is no 
fan of Romney’s, but anyone who saw the 
latter’s RNC speech has to admit it was a 
disappointment. Later in the year, Romney 
himself seemed to acknowledge things 
weren't going as he’d hoped. In October, he 
told the Boston Globe that he was disap- 
pointed the Bush campaign wasn't using his 
services more frequently. As 2004 draws to a 
close, Romney is a second-tier Republican 
contender for the 2008 nomination, well be- 
hind front-runners John McCain, Rudy Giu- 
liani, and (should naturalized citizens be- 
come eligible to run) Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger. And here’s the really bad news: come 
2005, with Massachusetts out of the spot- 
light, Romney will be just another Republi- 
can governor. 

With fewer external distractions — and a 
re-election campaign looming in 2006 — 





Romney and his inner circle. For the 
better part of a year, the local media (including 
the Phoenix) had taken seriously Romney’s ef- 
forts to revivify the Massachusetts Republican 
Party. Unlike former Republican governors Jane 
Swift and Paul Cellucci, both of whom allowed 
the Massachusetts GOP’s grassroots to wither, 
Romney seemed to have both the desire to build 
the party and the ability to do it. In March, when 
Republican Scott Brown defeated Democrat 
Angus McQuilken in a special election for the 
Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex state Senate seat 
vacated by Cheryl Jacques, Romney spun the vic- 
tory as a harbinger of things to come. “The De- 
mocratic machine up on Beacon Hill worked for 
Angus and didn’t win,” he gloated. “Against all 
those odds, a candidate stepped forward, fought 
with a message of reform, and was able to win. 
That’s a great symbol for what we hope to have 
this fall.” In May, a beaming, fist-pumping Rom- 
ney stood on stage at the Omni Parker House 
and introduced 131 Republican candidates he’d 
recruited to finish the job. THE “R” Is FOR 
“REFORM,” trumpeted a huge blue-and-white sign. 
But it might as well have stood for “Romney.” 

The election made fools of everyone who be- 
lieved the hype. When the votes were counted, 
not a single Republican challenger had won; in- 
stead, the Republicans managed to lose a seat, 
and now control only 21 of 160 seats in the 
House and six of 40 in the Senate. In subsequent 
weeks, Massachusetts Republicans have sought to 
save face by making two different arguments. 
First, they claim the loss of a seat obscures subtle 
but significant gains; after all, they say, the Re- 
publicans made the Democrats work, and created 
a farm team for future races. Second, they plead 
impotence in the face of the inexorable political 
force that was John Kerry. “There was this tsuna- 
mi of a Kerry presidential campaign that had a 
definite effect on the governor’s ability to pull 
any votes out for his individual candidates,” says 
one Republican consultant. “I just think it was 
something he couldn’t overcome.” 

This Kerry-as-tsunami explanation may help 
Republicans cope, but it also gives Romney a 
free pass. True, Massachusetts voted 60 percent 
to 40 percent for Kerry. But margins in many of 
the state’s affluent second-ring suburbs, where 
Romney had fared well in the 2002 gubernato- 
rial election, were far smaller. Hypothetically, 
Kerry’s candidacy might have doomed a strong 
Republican candidate for US Senate who was 
running statewide — but Romney’s reformers 
were running in 100-plus different districts. 
Even taking the power of incumbency into ac- 
count, a handful of these races should have 
been winnable. And they might have been, if 








the Republicans hadn't recruited mostly unim- 
pressive candidates (another Republican con- 
sultant bemoans the party’s “unattractive” re- 
liance on “wealthy businessmen”) who were 
supplied with a generic faux-Romney script and 
supported with advertisements so negative they 
bordered on kitschy. (For more on the tenor of 
the campaign, see “Road to Nowhere,” News 
and Features, October 22.) 

It might also have helped if Romney hadn’t 
gotten cold feet as the campaign entered its 
stretch drive. An ad blitz featuring the gover- 
nor’s face and voice was hinted at, but never 
materialized. Romney chalked this up to 
insufficient funds, but he may also have balked 
at deepening his connection to a bunch of soon- 
to-be losers. Furthermore, in the campaign’s 
final days, Romney largely turned his attention 
elsewhere, campaigning in New Hampshire for 
George W. Bush and incumbent Republican 
governor Craig Benson before coming home to 
give quick, last-minute plugs for a few favored 
state Senate candidates. (Bush and Benson 
both lost in New Hampshire.) Had Romney’s 
aura been put to better use in local races, the 


governor might have put a candidate or two 
over the top. But he had other priorities. 

Most of all, Romney deserves blame for creat- 
ing absurdly inflated expectations. Had he down- 
played the possibility of a seismic pro-Republican 
shift — for example, by reminding Republican 
voters and the local media that party-building is 
a slow, painstaking process — the setbacks of 
2004 would have seemed less dramatic. Instead, 
Romney seemed to yield to his love of the spot- 
light, and oft-jilted Republican die-hards allowed 
themselves to dream, yet again, that this could be 
the year. In upcoming election cycles, the devas- 
tation of 2004 could seriously limit the Mass 
GOP’s ability to raise funds and recruit candi- 
dates. And if that happens, Romney’s gambit 
won't merely have been an electoral embarrass- 
ment — it will have pushed the party to the 
brink of permanent irrelevance. 


ERE’S THE optimistic gloss on the Mass 
GOP’s electoral flop: if Romney runs for 
president four years from now — and it’s hard 
to find anyone who doesn't think he will — it 


Romney deserves blame for creating absurdly inflated 
expectations. Had he downplayed the possibility of a 
seismic pro-Republican shift, the Mass GOP’s 2004 
electoral setbacks would have seemed less dramatic. 





won't matter that his candidates went 0-for-131. 
After all, Republicans from other states know 
how tough it is in Massachusetts, so they'll take 
both Romney’s achievements and setbacks with 
a grain of salt. “Everything is basically going ac- 
cording to plan,” one veteran Romney watcher 
argues. “My guess is, Romney runs for re-elec- 
tion in 2006. And if he wins, it puts the finishing 
touches on the story: here’s a guy who won elec- 
tion twice in Kennedy country, who walked into 
Taxachusetts and held the line on taxes. He’s 
setting himself up for a good scenario in 2008.” 
Maybe Romney’s Republican peers actually 
wont hold his failed party-building against him. 
Two weeks after his state legislative embarrass- 
ment, Romney was elected vice-chair of the Re- 
publican Governors Association. In 2005, Rom- 
ney will be the group’s top fundraiser; in 2006, 
an election year, he’ll become chairman and 
serve as the RGAs public face. In early Decem- 
ber, Romney was the featured Republican speak- 
er at the winter gathering in Washington, DC, of 
the Gridiron Club, an off-the-record schmooze- 
fest for journalists and political heavyweights 
from both parties. (Romney’s Democratic coun- 





terpart was Barack Obama, the newly elected 
senator from Illinois and putative party savior.) 
Bear in mind, however, that Romney benefited 
from an absurdly favorable confluence of circum- 
stances in 2004. Gay marriage became legal in 
Massachusetts; John Kerry secured the Democrat- 
ic nomination; the DNC happened in Boston; the 
Patriots and Red Sox won championships; and 
Romney’s ghostwritten autobiography, Turn- 
around: Crisis, Leadership, and the Olympic 
Games, was published (see “Turnaround: A Read- 
er’s Guide,” News and Features, August 6). It was 
a kind of harmonic convergence for Romney’s 
self-promotion. The governor certainly tried to 
avail himself of the opportunities — jetting down 
to Washington to urge the US Senate to pass a 
gay-marriage ban, serving as an anti-Kerry take- 
down specialist for the Bush campaign, merging 
his denunciations of Kerry and his excoriations of 
gay marriage in a prime-time speech at the Re- 
publican National Convention in New York City. 
But other than the RGA post and a chance to 
deliver some one-liners to the Gridiron Club, 
what did all this really get him? “I was there cov- 
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Romney might be expected to show a re- 
newed focus on local issues in 2005. His recent 
proposal for providing health care to the state’s 
uninsured suggests this is already happening. But 
he may find it difficult to get anything substan- 
tive done here in Massachusetts. Democratic re- 
sentment at Romney’s traditional contempt for 
the legislature, and at the way he and the Massa- 
chusetts Republican Party ran the state legislative 
races, has been well documented. Publicly, of 
course, the current party line from legislative 
leaders is that Beacon Hill Democrats are ready to 
move on. “I don’t think there’s any lingering re- 
sentment, at least on the president’s behalf,” says 
Ann Dufresne, spokeswoman for Senate president 
Robert Travaglini. Privately, though, some De- 
mocrats in both chambers strike an embittered 
note, and sound more than ready to hold a 
grudge. 

Because the Republican presence in the State 
House is so anemic, Romney’s substantive victo- 
ries in 2004 — e.g., keeping taxes steady, re- 
forming the transportation bureaucracy, defeat- 
ing a charter-school moratorium — were 
achieved only with the assent of Democratic leg- 
islators. This assent, in turn, stemmed from 
Romney’s use of the bully pulpit and Democrats’ 
knowledge that unpopular votes could be used 
against them in the upcoming election. Now, 
fresh off their recently completed electoral 
smackdown of Romney’s recruits, Democratic 
legislators have nothing to be afraid of. Many of 
them are pissed off. And with Sal DiMasi’s as- 
cension as House Speaker, the legislature has 
taken on its most liberal bent in years. In a best- 
case scenario for Romney, confidence and re- 
sentment could prompt the legislature to over- 
reach this year, sparking a pro-Romney back- 
lash. But that’s a purely hypothetical outcome, 
while the governor’s newfound impotence is 
very real. “I don’t believe that Romney has any 
political capital to spend right now,” one Demo- 
cratic State House insider says bluntly. 

Judging from Romney’s recent actions — 
bringing cannoli to his meetings with DiMasi 
and Travaglini, inviting key Democrats to his 
Belmont home for food and chitchat — the 
governor knows this, and realizes he needs to 
do some serious fence-mending. But even Re- 
publicans acknowledge that, unlike his prede- 
cessors, Romney struggles with the behind-the- 
scenes glad-handing that helps get things done 
on Beacon Hill. He’d better learn fast. If he 
doesn’t, 2005 could actually make Romney 
nostalgic for 2004. EC 


Adam Reilly can be reached at 
areilly@phx.com. 














SCAPEGOAT IN THE MANGER 


The call for Donald Rumsfeld’s ouster has become nearly universal. But will the 
defense secretary's critics cop to being just as guilty as he is for bollixing up Iraq? 


Merry Christmas, Mr. Rumsfeld 


SCOTT GETCHELL 





BY JASON VEST 


T’S HARD TO say what’s more bemusing 

about the sudden from-all-sides assault on 

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld: that 
it’s taken so long, or that almost all those blasting 
him have, in fact, acted as his enablers in creat- 
ing the fine mess we now call “Iraq.” 

Bemusing — but hardly surprising. On the 
first point, staving off criticism with a smarmy 
know-it-all attitude that masks a paucity of real 
knowledge is hardly novel in Washington. But 
even by Babylon-on-the-Potomac standards, 
Rumsfeld’s audacity has been nothing short of 
remarkable. We are, after all, talking about a guy 
who had been gone so long from the world of 
defense policy that, upon returning to the Penta- 
gon in 2001, he hastily deputized trusted associ- 
ates to spearhead “reviews” for him, which one 
senior official characterized as “crib sheets and 
bedtime reading.” A guy whose only qualifi- 
cations for the job were a) having done it 25 
years before for less than a year, and even then 
without a defense-policy background, and 
b) having chaired a commission in 2000 that 
was little more than a sop to defense contractors 
seeking to keep the Star Wars gravy train run- 
ning. A guy who, when faced with reams of pub- 
licly available reports criticizing everything from 
his highly techno-centric “Revolution in Military 
Affairs” battlefield approach, to his fundamental 
misunderstanding of what war in Iraq would ac- 
tually entail, turned around and charted courses 
in the opposite directions. 

Despite all that, the man who was so target- 
rich even pre—Abu Ghraib long enjoyed an almost 
incomprehensible deference. Indeed, looking 
back, it’s hard to say what’s been more amazing: 
his unabashed displays of arrogance and conde- 
scension, or, until recently, his allies’ full-throated 
approbation, and the Stockholm-syndrome-like 
servility shown by those officially or unofficially 
charged with his oversight. 

Historians will likely debate the precise mo- 
ment when Rummy, punch-drunk on himself, 
began spiraling into ignominy. Was it when the 
looting of liberated Baghdad raged out of con- 
trol? When the nefarious doings at Abu Ghraib 
were captured on film? When he dissed a right- 
eously pissed-off National Guardsman who 
wanted to know why the hell his Humvee isn’t 
armored? When loved ones of fallen soldiers ex- 
pressed public outrage over his using an auto- 
pen to sign death-notification letters? Hard to 
tell. But they’re likely to agree that his descent 
accelerated in early December 2004, when 
everyone from neocon warmonger William Kris- 
tol to an array of US senators on both sides of 
the aisle began publicly calling for his ouster on 
grounds of incompetence. But, one wonders as 
the year draws to a close, will the defense secre- 
tary’s critics cop to being just as guilty as he is 
for bollixing up Iraq? 

“People are pointing fingers about armor for 
Humvees and trucks, and all that’s valid, but peo- 
ple are not asking the question they really need 
to be asking, which is, why and how did we get 
here?” says Winslow Wheeler, a veteran Senate 
staffer whose recently released book The Wastrels 
of Defense (Naval Institute Press) provides a fasci- 
nating look at congressional complicity in under- 
mining effective defense policy. “The answer isn’t 
just Rumsfeld. Anyone remember the ideologues 
calling for war who thought they knew it all but 
don't know a thing, or the Congress that helped 
make it happen while porking up appropriations 
bills at the troops’ expense?” 


E’LL START with a December 15 Washing- 

ton Post op-ed penned by Weekly Standard 
editor William Kristol. Reading Kristol’s piece — 
a masterpiece of self-serving, disingenuous chick- 


en-hawk propaganda seeking to recast history 
with rhetorical sleights of hand — you’d never 
know there was a magazine called the Weekly 
Standard that agitated for war based on all man- 
ner of myopic assumptions, or that there’s any- 
one in the Pentagon aside from Rumsfeld. To wit: 


Leave aside the fact that the issue is not 
“the number of troops we had for the inva- 
sion” but rather the number of troops we 
have had for postwar stabilization. Leave 
aside the fact that Gen. Tommy Franks had 
projected that he would need a quarter-mil- 
lion troops on the ground for that task — 
and that his civilian superiors had mistaken- 
ly promised him that tens of thousands of in- 
ternational troops would be available. Leave 
aside the fact the Rumsfeld has only grudg- 
ingly and belatedly been willing to adjust 
even a little bit to realities on the ground 
since April 2003. And leave aside the fact 
that if our generals have been under pressure 
not to request more troops in Iraq for fear of 
stretching the military too thin, this is a con- 
sequence of Rumsfeld’s refusal to increase the 
size of the military after Sept. 11.” 


Okay, right. To buy all this, we’d have to leave 
aside a lot. First would be a number of publicly 
available Army studies from 2002 noting that 
Army forces were already stretched too thin, and 
that the Army wasn't too keen on stretching 
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them further by doing protracted duty in Iraq. 
We'd also have to leave aside the fact that the 
Army War College and a host of others pointed 
out well in advance what “post-war” Iraq was 
likely to look like, and that neocons and hawks 
in and out of government thought those notions 
ridiculous. (I don’t think I'll ever forget being 
told by one of Paul Wolfowitz’s staffers in early 
2003 that the deputy secretary’s office saw no 
need to read the War College’s Reconstructing 
Iraq: Insights, Challenges and Missions for Mili- 
tary Forces in a Post-Conflict Scenario. “Those 
guys in uniform think they know everything,” he 
sneered derisively, by way of explanation.) 

We'd have to leave aside the fact that a deco- 
rated career soldier, then—Army chief of staff gen- 
eral Eric Shinseki, told Congress and the world 
that the post-war troop requirement would be in 
the hundreds of thousands, and that not just 
Rumsfeld but Weekly Standard fave Wolfowitz 
pissed all over Shinseki publicly, with Wolfowitz 
calling Shinseki’s estimates “wildly off the mark.” 
Indeed, we'd have to leave aside the fact that the 
Weekly Standard itself shat on both Shinseki and 
the notion that any circumstances might arise 
that would require a larger troop commitment. In 
the March 24, 2003, Weekly Standard, Jeffrey Bell 
cast Iraq’s future in US hands as a struggle be- 
tween “occupiers and democratizers,” arguing — 
without entertaining even the vaguest possibility 
of an insurgency — against the notion that a pro- 
tracted or sizable US presence to help stabilize 





Iraq might be necessary. 

Indeed, Bell actually applauded Rumsfeld for 
publicly rebuking Shinseki over his troop esti- 
mates, explaining that Rummy’s reprimand was 
“the clearest sign to date that Islamic democra- 
tization is close to being adopted as the final 
remaining piece of the Bush war strategy.” And 
in the May 5, 2003, issue, the Standard’s Max t 
Boot held that post-war Iraq “probably will not t 
require the 200,000 troops suggested by Army 
chief of staff Eric Shinseki, but it will require a é 
long-term commitment of at least 60,000 to 5 
75,000 soldiers.” ; 

The US troop presence in Iraq is currently 
138,000. Last month the administration an- 
nounced the number would be increased to 
150,000 by mid January 2005. 

We'd also have to leave aside the fact that the 
Weekly Standard and its ilk were banging the 
drum against traditional allies in favor of a 
“coalition of the willing” (a classic contribution 
to this canon was the Standard’s March 3, 2003, 

“Vive le Boycott! Using Economic Levers To Re- 
ward Our Friends and Punish Our Foes”), 
whether or not our new “allies” would be able to 
make any substantial troop contributions. (After 
all, given their faith in precision-guided muni- 
tions and their misunderstanding of what a war 
with Iraq would actually look like, Standardites 
doubted it would take that many soldiers.) To 
hear the Standard crowd tell it, we had all the 
international support we needed. On March 20, 
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2003, the magazine’s Fred Barnes gushed that 
“the Bush administration now counts 44 coun- 


tries in the coalition of the willing. ... The role of 


these tiny nations is small, but the roles of a 
number of Arab nations who aren't officially 
coalition members is large.... Adding the un- 
named countries, the anti-Iraq coalition is the 
broadest in modern times, with more members 
than opposed the Nazis in World War II or the 
Iraqis in the Gulf war.” And large numbers aside, 
the Standard had nothing but praise for the 
quality of coalition soldiers. “Haven't heard of 
Poland’s Special Forces?” the mag asked on May 
8, 2003. “They’re real, they’re serious, and 
they’re here to save the day.” No doubt they’re 
real and serious, but they certainly haven't saved 
the day, and they may not be around Iraq much 
longer. This past October, the Polish government 
spoke openly of pulling all its troops frorn Iraq, 
and recently announced that at least a third of 
them are coming home in early 2005. 


RISTOL’S OP-ED also seeks to ingratiate 

itself to the masses by deriding Rumsfeld’s 
riff that “you go to war with the Army you 
have. They’re not the Army you might want or 
wish to have at a later time.” “Actually,” says 
Kristol, “we have a pretty terrific Army.” Actual- 
ly, we don’t. This reality is no slight to the men 
and women serving, but to those tasked with 
conceiving and executing how they’re trained 
and equipped — the province of congressional 
irresponsibility and long-standing parochial 
Pentagon thinking. The pseudo-experts, ideo 
logues, and technocrats extend beyond Rums- 
feld to include the likes of Kristol, Wolfowitz, 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Douglas 
Feith, and a host of other uniformed visionaries- 
in-their-own-minds who can’t be bothered with 
making sure that soldiers are not just properly 
equipped, but properly trained and led. 

It’s hard to have a “pretty terrific Army” with- 
out enough junior officers, much less well- 
trained ones. Between 1995 and 2001, the num- 
ber of Army captains leaving the service doubled. 
Part of the reason for this ongoing exodus has 
been the Army’s unwillingness to reform a per- 
sonnel system that emphasizes careerism over 
actual leadership and training. In 2002, for ex- 
ample, a study by the RAND Corporation discov- 
ered that the previous 10 years had seen a 50 
percent drop in field-training opportunities for 
young officers; according to a 1999 report by the 
Government Accountability Office, the training 
exercises still intact were fatally flawed. In a mar- 
ginalized 2002 report, even the Army conceded 
that “junior officers are seldom given opportuni- 
ties to be innovative in planning training; to 
make decisions; or to fail, learn, and try again.” 

Not exactly optimal circumstances for field- 
ing combat-ready young officers. The brainiacs 
in the Pentagon have only exacerbated matters 
by a) failing to make changing this a priority 
(Rumsfeld); b) irresponsibly girding for war 
with Iraq (Wolfowitz and Feith); and c) ineptly 
planning for it (Feith), with a), b), and c) all 
abetted by careerist officers unwilling to buck 
the system. And with the war in Iraq so popular 
that the number of people clamoring to do any 
kind of military service has plummeted (the Na- 
tional Guard was hoping for 55,000 enlistments 
this year; it got 5000), the increasingly severe 
shortfalls among young officers are having seri- 
ous consequences. As the Army Times noted on 
December 20, new regular-Army lieutenants 
fresh out of Infantry Officer Basic school are 
necessarily being assigned to lead National 
Guard troops deploying to Iraq next year — 
without going through Ranger or Airborne 
training, which emphasize the type of combat 
skills pertinent to fighting in Iraq. 

Lieutenants are also being rushed into regu- 
lar-Army postings without additional training. 
This isn’t sitting well with many in military cir- 
cles — particularly Major Donald Vandergriff, a 
leading defense reformer whose searing critique 
of the Army’s personnel system did not win him 
any promotions. It did, however, prompt his su- 
periors to have him evaluate the Army’s person- 
nel initiatives, including reviewing the state of 
the Army’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corps pro- 
gram. (Vandergriff’s findings to date: while the 
Army’s making some progress, it has a long way 
to go.) Writing on the current state of officer 
training and deployment in a recent Army Times 
op-ed, Vandergriff observes that “during Viet- 
nam, standards in officer accessions (how we 
prepare individuals to become officers), leader 


development, promotions and attendance to 
military and civilian education opportunities 
were lowered to meet the need for ‘bodies’ or 
‘spare parts.’ Despite piles of lessons learned 
from the mistakes in the personnel arena during 
Vietnam, we are doing it again.” 

Vandergriff goes on to discuss “the most fre- 
quent complaint” he hears among “the ‘best and 
brightest’ ” lieutenants and captains who are 
leaving the armed service. They are “fed up,” he 
says, “with being micromanaged to death in a 
zero-defects, PowerPoint-driven culture that 
does not give them enough time in the field to 
learn the arts of soldiering, like troop command 
and tactical leadership. Even more so, they are 
fed up and insulted by lowering standards ap- 
pearing across the ranks — from whom we com- 
mission and promote.” 

Some of Vandergriff’s recommendations for 
reform (such as the idea that unit commanders 
should stay with their troops for the duration of 
combat deployments) have actually been em- 
braced and implemented by Army chief of staff 
general Peter Schoomaker, who, in Vandergriff’s 
view, has shown courage in taking on both dubi- 
ous ideas and entrenched personnel in the Army 
bureaucracy. While Schoomaker and his staff 
have not been personally briefed by Vandergriff, 
a number of senior Army personnel have told 
Vandergriff and others that Schoomaker holds 
the maverick major’s work in high esteem and 
considers it vital in his efforts to better prepare 
the Army for evolving types of combat 

Vandergriff faced a different valuation when 
he received a very unexpected order in June 
2002 to report to the Office of the Deputy Sec- 
retary of Defense, where he would brief Wol 
fowitz on his work. Upon his arrival — on 
crutches and in pain, following major surgery 
— Vandergriff was told that the briefing was off, 
as Wolfowitz had something more important to 
attend to. 

Vandergriff hasn’t gotten a call from Wol- 
fowitz’s office since. And he’s only merited one 
mention in the Weekly Standard — which was in 
2002. 


EOCONSERVATIVE news editors have not, 

of course, been alone in attacking Rumsfeld 
from within the tent. Republican senators John 
McCain (Arizona), Chuck Hagel (Nebraska), 
Norm Coleman (Minnesota), Susan Collins 
(Maine), and Trent Lott (Mississippi) have also 
inveighed against the defense secretary, openly 
questioning his fitness for office and expressing 
an utter lack of confidence in him. While it’s al- 
ways amusing to observe internecine warfare 
among Republicans, watching legislators savage 
Rumsfeld provides little satisfaction, since they 
helped get us into this mess. 

Indeed, if one really wants to glimpse the 
awful truth about how our elected representa- 
tives helped get us into the Iraq war while un- 
dermining those sent to fight it, Winslow Wheel- 
er’s The Wastrels of Defense makes for an enlight- 
ening read. A veteran Senate Armed Services 
Committee staffer for 31 years, Wheeler served 
both Republicans and Democrats. He was forced 
to resign in 2002 after writing a scathing report 
detailing how senators from both parties not 
only added billions of dollars’ worth of “irrele- 
vant and useless projects” for their home states 
to post-9/11 defense bills, but effectively looted 
$2.4 billion from Pentagon accounts that fund 
training, maintenance, spare parts, and all the 
other things human beings need to fight a war 
— particularly in ways that minimize casualties. 

Earlier this month, Wheeler e-mailed a de- 
tailed analysis of the latest Defense Appropria- 
tions Act to interested parties; apparently, Con- 
gress is still at it, raiding the defense budget to 
the tune of over $9 billion this year. “Everything 
Rumsfeld has touched with regard to this war has 
turned to crap, but it’s only now that Congress is 
getting all huffy, asking ‘how did this happen’ and 
‘who’s responsible for this’ — yet many of those 
members didn’t stand up and say diddlysquat [at] 
each step in this misadventure, from pork-barrel- 
ing to voting for the war, when many of them 
said they knew better but didn’t have the courage 
to do what was right,” says Wheeler. “Where we 
are now is not just due to Donald Rumsfeld. It’s 
because of a failure of many individuals. Systems, 
institutions, and political parties do not engage in 
ethical failures. People do.” si 


Jason Vest can be reached at JAV3603@aol 
com. 
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DON’T QUOTE ME 


How libertarian technocrat Michael Powell 
saved his career — and lost his soul 


Unlikely crusader 


BY DAN KENNEDY 


ICHAEL POWELL might have been 

feeling just a little bit sorry for him- 

self last February 1. As he sat down to 
watch the Super Bowl with his two kids, the 
onetime prince of media deregulation must 
have wondered where it had all gone wrong. 
His very position as chair of the Federal Com 
munications Commission was in doubt. 

rhe previous June, Powell had presided 
over his greatest triumph: a breathtaking pro- 
posal to knock down what few legal restraints 
on broadcast ownership still remained. A sin- 
gle company would be able to own television 
stations reaching 45 percent of the national 
market, up from 35 percent. Companies would 
be allowed to own daily newspapers, televi 
sion stations, and radio stations in the same 
geographical area, breaking a long-standing 
ban against so-called cross-ownership. Con- 
cerns about corporate media consolidation be 
damned: Powell wanted the big to get even 
bigger (see “Don’t Quote Me,” News and Fea- 
tures, June 6, 2003). His proposal would have 
affected everything you read, see, and hear, 
with what remained of local programming 
and public service potentially giving way to 
cheap syndicated programming and an in- 
creased obsession with the bottom line. 

What was Powell’s reward for his bold vi- 
sion? Why, those know-nothing politicians on 
Capitol Hill revolted. And it wasn’t just liberal 
Democrats like Representative Ed Markey of 
Massachusetts. Or the occasional rogue Repub- 
lican, like Senator John McCain of Arizona. 
No. It was hard-core conservative Republicans, 
like Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi, and vir- 
tual subsidiaries of the Republican Party, like 
the National Rifle Association. Some two mil- 
lion Americans called or wrote to the FCC, 
telling the commissioners they were mad as 
hell and weren't going to take it anymore. By 
September, both the House and the Senate had 
voted by wide, bipartisan margins to put large 
chunks of Powell’s deregulatory scheme on 
hold. Even in a Congress not shy about ex- 
panding the parameters of corporate power, 
the idea of a few enormous corporations con- 
trolling most of the media was too much 
not just for liberals, but for conservatives as 
well. George W. Bush, who ran for presi- 
dent in 2000 as a uniter, had finally 
brought Republicans and Democrats to- 
gether. And Powell’s reputation as the 
master of a new media universe was rap- 
idly becoming a joke. 

So it was likely that Powell sought re- 
laxation and distraction as he kicked 
back to watch the New England Patriots 
and the Carolina Panthers battle for the 
NFL championship. But then came the 
halftime show. Need I repeat what hap- 
pened? If you were paying very, very close at- 
tention — unlikely, given how lame the pro- 
ceedings were — you might have caught a 
quick glimpse of Janet Jackson’s jewelry- 
enhanced right nipple. Powell, though, saw 
something else. He saw a violation of the 
FCC’s indecency standard, which, between 
6 a.m. and 10 p.m., prohibits “language or 
material that, in context, depicts or describes, 
in terms patently offensive as measured by 
contemporary community broadcast standards 
for the broadcast medium, sexual or excretory 
organs or activities.” 

In other words, Michael Powell saw an op 
portunity. And he seized it. 

Never mind that Powell was the very model 
of the modern technocrat, a man of the world 
who had heretofore seemed disdainful of the 
very idea of regulating media content. Neve 


mind that, before February 1, he had almost 
never seen a media rule that he didn’t want to 
take off the books. Rules were rules, and by 
God, Michael Powell was going to enforce 
them. Powell called Janet Jackson’s nipple 
shot “outrageous.” He said, “We all as a socie- 
ty have a responsibility as to what images and 
messages our children hear when they’re like 
ly to be watching television.” He wagged his 
finger some more, adding, “I don’t think that’s 
being moralistic, and I don’t think that’s gov- 
ernment trying to tell people how to run their 
businesses. I don’t think you need to be a 
lawyer to understand the basic concepts of 
common decency here.” 

Thus did Michael Powell reinvent himself. 
The Great Deregulator morphed into the Moral 
Crusader. The technocratic libertarian became 
the avenging angel. CBS and its television sta 
tions eventually had to pay a $550,000 fine. 
Radio giant Clear Channel e1ded the career of 
Bubba the Love Sponge and tossed Howard 
Stern off six of its more than 1000 radio sta- 
tions. Before the year was out, Stern an- 
nounced he was leaving his long-time employ- 
er, Infinity Broadcasting, so that he could take 
his sexual and excretory content to Sirius, a 
satellite operation beyond the reach of the 
FCC. Bono learned that he may be fucking bril- 
liant, but he can’t say it, at least not on broad- 
cast television before 10 p.m. By one account- 
ing, the FCC has levied 21 fines for $4.7 mil- 
lion within the past year. Powell tut-tutted 
when an unclothed female backside appeared 
in a Monday Night Football promo, and he 
shamefully kept his silence when ABC affiliates 
— including WCVB-TV (Channel 5), in Boston 
— refused to broadcast Saving Private Ryan on 
Veterans Day, because the soldiers who are de- 
picted fighting and dying on the beaches of 
Normandy use some naughty words. 

“T think he’s gone way too far. I think the 
commission has gone way too far. He’s the na- 
tional nanny, the moral center,” says Jeff 
Chester, executive director of the Washington, 
DC-based Center for Digital Democracy. And 
Chester notes that the Democratic members of 
the FCC — who oppose Powell on ownership 
deregulation — have been only too happy to 
support him on his anti-decency crusade. 
“This focus on indecency,” Chester says, “has, 
unfortunately, been a bipartisan obsession.” 


REUTER 


In other words, a political establishment 
that had been united against Powell was sud- 
denly united with him. With the exception of a 
few free-speech gadflies, Republicans and De- 
mocrats competed with one another to see 
who could most loudly denounce the evils of 
flesh and foul language. It was a truly frighten- 


ing development, and one that could get worse 


as we skid into 2005. Increasingly our media 
are being dumbed down so Congress may pan- 
der to a tiny band of cultural conservatives 
whose tastes and standards are alien to those 
of the country as a whole. Yes, Michael Powell 
saved his career. But at what cost? 


‘ ANALYZING Michael Powell’s newfound 
dedication to decency, it is useful to consider 
the career of his father, Colin Powell, the much 
admired, much-humiliated secretary of state 
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who will soon be re- 
placed by George W. 
Bush’s pliant national- 
security adviser, Con- 
doleezza Rice. To Colin 
Powell’s critics, his fail- 
ure to resign and speak 
out against a president 
with whom he was 
clearly at odds was in- 
explicable. Yet there 
was never any doubt 
that Powell was, in- 
deed, in disagreement 
with the Bush adminis- 
tration’s hyper-aggres- 
sive foreign policy. 
Powell himself made 
sure we knew, leaking 
profusely to the likes of 
Bob Woodward, who 
wrote about Powell's 
dissent and isolation in 
his book Plan of Attack 
(see “Don’t Quote Me,” 
News and Features, 
April 30). 

Larry Sabato, direc- 
tor of the University of 
Virginia’s Center for 
Politics, sees a parallel between the Powells 
and the Bushes. Like George W. Bush, Sabato 
says, Michael Powell has openly embraced 
conservative views that his father only flirted 
with. Referring to the fathers, Sabato explains, 
“Powell and Bush are both relative social mod- 
erates. Their sons have evolved along with the 
Republican Party and have taken much more 
conservative stands on moral and cultural is- 
sues. This new generation either believes it or 
goes there because it’s required by the mod- 
ern-day composition of the Republican Party.” 

And if Colin Powell could be criticized for 
acquiescing to policies he fundamentally op- 
posed, his son, in a manner similar to George 
W. Bush, has gone several steps better — or 
worse. Because Michael Powell has actually 
become what he appeared at one time to op- 
pose. Now, maybe this is unfair. Maybe he had 
been appalled by indecency all along, and just 
hadn't had a chance to show it until 2004. But 
by all appearances, Powell changed directions 


A political establishment 
that had been united against 
Powell was suddenly united 
with him, as Republicans 
and Democrats competed to 
denounce the evils of flesh 
and foul language. 


this year (he’s been an FCC commissioner 
since 1997, and chair since 2001), ensuring 
his support among the moral-values crowd, if 
alienating the broader public he had once 
hoped to impress. 

To be sure, Michael Powell, as he himself 
likes to point out, is merely following the law. 
Kevin Werbach, a professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School and the 
FCC’s former counsel for technology, has 
worked with Powell and likes him personally. 
According to Werbach, the seeming contradic- 
tion between Powell’s deregulatory approach 
to ownership and his heavy hand with respect 
to indecency is the result of two very different 
responsibilities borne by the FCC. One is to 
foster competition — and Powell sees deregu- 
lation as part of that, as it would put broad- 
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OPPORTUNITY’S KNOCKER: in Janet Jackson’s momentarily 
exposed nipple, FCC chair Michael Powell saw a violation of the 
agency’s TV indecency standard — and a chance to revive his 
sinking political fortunes. 


casters in a better position to compete with 
newer forms of media, such as satellite and 
cable (never mind that the same few megacor- 
porations dominate in those media as well). 
The other is to regulate indecent program- 
ming, something that the FCC has been re- 
quired to do by law since the 1920s. 

“From Powell’s perspective, those are two 
very different functions, but they’re both 
defined by Congress,” says Werbach, who 
adds: “Michael Powell was never the radical- 
libertarian deregulator that people made him 
out to be, nor is he the great moralistic cru- 
sader that people make him out to be now.” 
Werbach calls Powell “a really good guy who 
really means well. I don’t think he went to the 
FCC thinking his crusade in life was to clean 
up broadcasting. Michael Powell’s problem 
much of the time is that he’s a better lawyer 
than he is a politician.” 

Fair enough. But there’s more than a little 
disingenuousness in the way Powell chooses 

to interpret his mandate to keep the air- 
waves nice and clean. For instance, in an 
interview in the December issue of the 
libertarian magazine Reason, Powell ob- 
served that the FCC does not go after vio- 
lators on its own — rather, it acts in re- 
sponse to complaints. “Many people have 
tried to argue that we should be like the 
FBI on indecency and be affirmative, that 
we should go out and listen to television 
and radio. We don’t do that,” Powell was 
quoted as saying. “We wait for the Ameri- 
can people to complain, and then we aet 
on complaints. What has happened in the pe- 
riod you’ve identified is indecency complaints 
have skyrocketed.” 

The problem with this is that “the American 
people” are not complaining. Yes, it’s true that, 
for whatever reason, there was an enormous 
public outcry over the Janet Jackson incident. 
But we recently learned that outcries over other 
eruptions of indecency have been manufac- 
tured entirely by a right-wing organization 
known as the Parents Television Council, head- 
ed by veteran conservative activist Brent Bozell. 
On December 6, the trade magazine Mediaweek 
reported that according to the FCC, complaints 
of indecency rose from fewer than 350 in both 
2000 and 2001 to 14,000 in 2002, then to 
240,000 in 2003, and to more than one million 
through October 2004 — an astronomical in- 


















crease. But it turns out that 99.8 percent of in- 
decency complaints in 2003 were filed by the 
Parents Television Council, and that percentage 
has risen to 99.9 percent this year if the Janet 
Jackson complaints are excluded. Mediaweek’s 
findings parallel those of Jeff Jarvis, a blogger 
and former critic for TV Guide. 

Amazingly, Powell’s response is that organ- 
ized pressure groups deserve respect, too. In a 
December 3 op-ed piece for the New York 
Times, Powell wrote, “Advocacy groups do gen- 
erate many complaints, as our critics note, but 
that’s not unusual in today’s Internet world. We 
are very familiar with organized protests when 
it comes to media issues, but that fact does not 
minimize the merits of the groups’ concerns.” 

Undoubtedly it has not escaped Powell’s at- 
tention that the Parents Television Council is 
an active participant in the unusual liberal- 
conservative coalition that opposes his plans to 
deregulate ownership still further. Thus, as 
with the Democratic members of the FCC, 
Powell has found common ground with his for- 
mer opponents, at the expense of a rational 
approach to free speech. 


HE VERY TERM deregulation can serve to 

obfuscate what’s really at stake here. As the 
media scholar Robert McChesney, author of 
The Problem of the Media, has observed, allow- 
ing more and more broadcast outlets to fall 
into fewer and fewer corporate hands isn’t 
deregulation — it’s simply a different type of 
regulation. Broadcast television and radio 
could not exist without government regula- 
tion. It is the government that awards broad- 
cast frequencies to corporations. And it is the 
government that protects those corporations 
by making sure no one else intrudes on those 
frequencies. 

We have become so accustomed to the no- 
tion that the government may prevent us from 
seeing and hearing indecency that we have 
forgotten why this is so. The reason is an in- 
creasingly outmoded notion known as the 
scarcity rationale. The idea is that there are 
only so many broadcast frequencies to go 
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made some noises 
about trying to regu- 
late cable and satel- 



















lite programming 
earlier this year, al- 
though it has appar- 
ently backed down. 
But with an estimat- 
ed 85 percent of 
households hooked 


lite dish, the notion 
of continuing to reg- 
ulate old-fashioned, 
over-the-air broad- 












OEDIPUS WRECKS: like George W. Bush, says Center for Politics 
director Larry Sabato, Michael Powell has openly embraced 
conservative views that his father only flirted with. 


around; therefore, since the 1920s, the govern- 
ment has regulated this scarce resource on be- 
half of the public, in part by requiring broad- 
casters to offer programming in the public in- 
terest. Over the past few decades, as the fair- 
ness doctrine and the equal-time provision 
have gone by the wayside, the rules against in- 
decency remain as the last, vestigial reminder 
of what once was. 

At the same time, most television program- 
ming has moved to cable and satellite (even 
most over-the-air broadcast channels are just 
more choices on the cable box), which are not 
subject to indecency regulations. For one thing, 
the scarcity rationale doesn’t prevail. For anoth- 
er, consumers must choose to purchase cable or 
satellite TV, and therefore do not need to be 
protected from what comes into their home as 
a consequence of that choice. Satellite radio is 
still in its early stages, but that promises to be- 
come a major carrier of unregulated program- 
ming as well. The FCC, and Powell himself, 





















casting looks increas- 
ingly foolish. 

The irony is that if 
Powell were truly 
concerned about in- 
decency, he wouldn't 
be so quick to allow 
big media to get 
even bigger. Because 
according to media 
activists of varying political persuasions, media 
concentration itself has led to a lack of choice 
that, in turn, makes it attractive for corpora- 
tions to fatten their bottom line with cheap, 
sleazy programming like Married by America, a 
favorite target of the moral crusaders. 

“We used to have checks and balances that 
worked in terms of programming that was 
over the top, and that’s gone,” says Jonathan 
Rintels, executive director of the Center for 
Creative Voices in Media, a Washington, 
DC-based public-interest group. In a recent 
piece for MediaChannel.org, Rintels and Peggy 
Charren, the founder of Action for Children’s 
Television, explained: “Independent program 
producers and independent locally-owned sta- 
tions were once important restraints on the 
networks’ tendency to push objectionable pro- 
gramming to boost their ratings. But FCC 
‘deregulation’ allowed media conglomerates to 
eliminate both independent producers and 
many locally-owned affiliates. The result is an 
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increase in objectionable programming.” 

Or as Charren, who lives in Cambridge, told 
me separately, “If you combine money with 
more money, people are going to say, you know 
this indecent stuff is a way to make money.” 

With the election now over, the chances are 
excellent that concerns over indecency will 
fade into the background. “It’s one of those is- 
sues that seem politically safe,” says Robert 
Thompson, director of Syracuse University’s 
Center for the Study of Popular Television. 
“Like the anti-communist issue back in the ’40s 
and ’50s, most people were anti-communist. 
And it was an issue that a politician could latch 
onto and get an awful lot of traction with.” 

Of course, a lot of people’s lives were ruined 
over the anti-communist witch-hunts of the 
’50s. Perhaps what will save people from 
falling victim to an anti-indecency witch-hunt 
is the knowledge that racy shows such as Des- 
perate Housewives, as the New York Times’ 
Frank Rich has observed, are even more popu- 
lar in such paradigms of red-state moral cor- 
rectness as Oklahoma City and Kansas City 
than they are in decadent blue-state cities suck 
as New York and Los Angeles. Let’s hope 
there’s only so much hypocrisy that even an 
anti-indecency crusade can accommodate. 

This past June, the US Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, in Philadelphia, ordered the 
FCC to reconsider its plan to deregulate media 
ownership. It was yet another setback for 
Michael Powell, a man who came into office 
with a technocrat’s vision, who sees regulation 
as part of the past, who'd rather talk about 
WiFi and voice-over Internet and digital televi- 
sion than about old-fashioned issues such as 
government regulation of content. 

Trouble is, the first legacy Powell chose for 
himself slipped out of his grasp. The second — 
the great moral crusade — may not be the one 
he wanted. But it’s unquestionably the one 
with which he’s stuck. & 


Dan Kennedy can be reached at 


dkennedy@phx.com. Read his Media Log at 
BostonPhoenix.com. 
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THE REAL WORLD: Paul Rusesabagina (left) talks with actor Don Cheadle, who portrays him in Hotel Rwanda; director Terry George 


on the set of the film. 


Hote! service 


A filmmaker and a courageous hotelier turn the 
Rwandan genocide into a wake-up call for the world 


BY TAMARA WIEDER 


don’t get the immediate sense that you’re 

in the company of a hero. On the face of 
things, Rusesabagina is a smiling, soft-spoken, 
and altogether unassuming presence. But listen 
to his story, and the truth emerges. Watch Hotel 
Rwanda, based on that story, and it becomes 
inarguable: Paul Rusesabagina is indeed a hero, 
and an incomprehensibly brave one at that. 


S ITTING WITH Paul Rusesabagina, you 


The Rwandan genocide, which took the lives of 


nearly a million people over the course of 100 
days in 1994, went virtually ignored by the rest of 
the world as the bloody events were taking place. 
As Hutu extremists murdered hundreds of thou- 
sands of their Tutsi neighbors, not a single coun- 
try intervened with military force; even the Unit- 
ed Nations reduced its peacekeeping presence in 
Rwanda to a mere 270 soldiers. Yet as Tutsis and 
their sympathizers were rounded up and killed, 
mostly by machete, Rusesabagina, general man- 
ager of the luxurious Hotel Milles Collines in 
Rwanda’s capital, took action, turning his hotel 
into a safe haven for the persecuted. With vio- 
lence raging just outside the Milles Collines’ gates, 
Rusesabagina sheltered — and, ultimately, saved 
— more than 1200 people, often resorting to 
bribery to keep the Hutus at bay. 

That’s all it took to convince director Terry 
George that Rusesabagina’s story was worth 
telling. After spending five days listening to the 
hotelier recount his experiences, George, ac- 
claimed for writing such films as In the Name of 
the Father and The Boxer, set out to make Hotel 
Rwanda. 


Q: When did you first become aware of Paul, 
and Paul’s story — and of what happened in 
Rwanda? 

A: What happened in Rwanda I was aware of 
at the time, because I was working on a film in 
Ireland, and the Irish press and the British press, 
to a certain degree, covered it better than it was 
covered over here — but still didn’t quite get it. I 
had an interest in Africa because I wanted to 
write something about ordinary Africans and 
how they survived in these catastrophic events, 
and I was focusing on Liberia and the Liberian 
civil war. Then I read a script written by Keir 
Pearson, which was basically this story, and I 
talked to Keir, and persuaded him I could proba- 
bly get it made, or try to get it made. And then I 
went over to Belgium and met Paul. I had In the 
Name of the Father and Some Mother’s Son and 
The Boxer with me. I gave him those tapes. Then, 
when we worked out an agreement that I'd try to 
get this made, I brought him back to Long Island 
and we sat down over the course of five days and 
went over all the details of this. 


Q: What was that experience like? 
A: Amazing, because there were two emo- 
tions. There was excitement, that I had the basis 


for what I thought would be a really fascinating, 
entertaining film, in the way that it’s a roller- 
coaster ride as a thriller, and also a romance. But 
also, as I got into it more, I started to get very 
nervous about a) whether I could get it made, 
and b) that I had better get this right. And that 
was really amplified when I went back to Rwan- 
da with him, and just saw the devotion of peo- 
ple, stayed at the Milles Collines, saw what he 
pulled off, and then visited genocide sites, where 
the film became an obligation for me to do. So 
those were always the two competing emotions, 
and the nearer I got to the shoot, the more nerv- 
ous I got about getting it right. 


Q: How much of the process of making the film 
was about the artistic endeavor of filmmaking, 


Ordinary hero 


Hotel Rwanda’s Paul Rusesabagina speaks out 


and how much was about getting a message out? 

A: I concentrated on the filmmaking, because 
I'd learned through the Irish films I’ve done that 
the best way to get a message out is not to try 
to send a message at all. Tell Paul’s story, and 
just let the backdrop, the canvas of the geno- 
cide, the abandonment by the West, speak for it- 
self — the events of Paul’s story, particularly the 
thriller element of it, where every time he 
thinks he’s getting a break, the rug’s pulled out 
from underneath him, and yet his capacity to 
ride with that and go with it was amazing. 

One of the things is you constantly hear peo- 
ple say is that it’s shocking, it’s really horrifying. 
And I think what that is, is our guilt about [the 
genocide]. Because there’s certainly nothing in 
the film that is horrifying. 


Q: Had you talked about your experiences to many people before sitting down to tell Terry 


George your story? 


A: Since the end of the genocide in 1994, all the journalists and book writers flew to Rwan- 
da; there were so many to come to Rwanda. And they were all surprised to.see that the Hotel 
Milles Collines was the only place where no one was taken out, no one was killed, no one was 
even beaten. In their surprise, they were asking survivors and hotel workers, “Why only this 
place? Why only this place?” And they were telling them, “Because our general manager was 
here.” “Who is he? Where is he?” “Paul.” They were coming to me, all of them were coming to 
me. Many filmmakers also came to me, wanting to make documentaries and also movies. But | 
was not really convinced that this was the best way of conveying my message, until | met Terry. 
He showed me most of his movies, and | said, “| think this is the real messenger.” 


Q: What do you hope the film accomplishes? 


A: My hope is that all the people who see the movie take it as a wake-up call, because what 
has taken place in Rwanda, it has taken place, and it is over. But it is still taking place all over 
the world. It is taking place in Sudan. It is taking place in Northern Uganda, where people who 
call themselves the Army of God are killing innocent civilians for nothing. In Congo, more than 
three million people have been killed, and nobody talks about Congo anymore. In Burundi, peo- 
ple have been killing each other for around 30, 35 years, and nobody talks about that. So we 
wish that this movie will serve as a clock, waking up all of us to the same cause of justice. 


Q: /t seems as though whenever something like Rwanda happens, everybody says, “This can 


never happen again.” And then it happens again. 


A: | think that the average person in the Western world is not informed. When the genocide 
was taking place in Rwanda, the Holocaust Museum was inaugurated in Washington, DC, and 
when Al Gore was inaugurating it, he repeated, many times in his speech, “Never again.” And 
yet it was-happening, because the average person was not informed. A few politicians were in- 
formed of what was happening. And very few journalists were aware that something was happen- 
ing somewhere in Rwanda. We are informing people, and we expect them to inform other peo- 
ple, so that what’s happened in Rwanda should at least be prevented for the next victims. 


Q: Do you think of yourself as a hero? 


A: No. |’m not a hero. | never took myself as a hero. | only took myself as an employee of a 
company who did all he was supposed to do. | can never call [myself] a hero. Maybe you can 


call [me] the best employee of the year. 


Q: Would you like the Milles Collines survivors to see the film? 
A: Yes, of course. Not only them, but all Rwandese should see the movie, and take it as a mes- 
sage as well. To plan a better Rwanda, we've got to remember what happened, what took place. 
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Q: It’s true that it’s much less gruesome than I 
expected. 

A: And that was very deliberate, first of all 
because I thought, given the savagery of that 
genocide, there’s no way to re-create that on 
screen except with stupid horror-movie tricks. 
But also, I wanted the story to be accessible, 
particularly to schoolchildren, and also to lots of 
adults who don’t like that sort of film, don’t like 
horror films with a lot of violence, and who 
when they see Rwanda, are going to go, “Uh- 
oh.” We fought for and got a PG-13 rating, 
which I think reassures people that this is not as 
bad as their perception of it is. 


Q: Only, it’s worse in a way, because people 
know it’s real. 

A: It’s worse in a way because you know it’s 
real. It works better as psychological drama be- 
cause you know the threat outside, and there’s 
that element of, how did we miss [the geno- 
cide]? And also anxiety for the family, that they 
survive. 


Q: Do you ever worry that people are going to 
get so caught up in this personal story that they’re 
going to forget how much bigger the actual events 
were? 

A: No, because I think I'd rather get them 
caught up in the personal story. And I think this 
is a particular plus of nonfiction feature films: 
that you have the ability for the audience to 
identify with a person, and then walk them 
through the most incredible events, and allow 
them to experience it in a way that they don’t 
get from a documentary, and they certainly don’t 
get from news. And that’s quite unique. To have 
an event as unique and kind of remote as the 
Rwandan genocide and be able to really get in- 
side it, ’m proud that I was able to pull that off. 


Q: I’m sure you've heard Paul say he doesn’t 
consider himself a hero. What do you say to that? 
A: Well, he is. It’s just by his circumstance. 
And like he says, the great thing about him is he 

was doing his job. That’s what attracted me to 
his story as well. Here’s a man who took his ho- 
telier skills — he was good at all that stuff, par- 
ticularly in an African context of bribing people 
and paying them — and he turned those skills 
into the most extraordinary talent for keeping 
these killers at bay. And that is truly heroic. And 
what’s amazing is, as we go around the country, 
people show up who were survivors in the 
hotel. [At a Boston screening], two people stood 
up and gave testimony to what he had done, 
and thanked Paul for saving their lives. 


Q: How important was the casting of Paul’s 
character? 

- A: Vital. When we were writing it, I had Don 
Cheadle in mind. I was a big fan of his from [his 
role as] Sammy Davis Jr. [in The Rat Pack] and 
Bulworth and Traffic. He just has this ability to 
disappear inside a role. So I kind of pictured him 
playing it, because I knew that’s what I needed. 


Q: What do you think about Oscar buzz? 

A: I’m realistic to know that the only way to 
promote this film is through critical acclaim and 
awards buzz. And because it’s a word-of-mouth 
film as well, and a difficult topic, the only way 
to stimulate people to see it is like, “Oh, it got 
this attention.” 


Q: Why do you think people have been so slow 
to react to tragedies such as the Rwandan geno- 
cide? 

A: I think, particularly in Africa’s case, there’s 
a sort of subconscious or institutionalized 
racism, where life in Africa is clearly not valued 
on the same level as elsewhere. And until we 
start recognizing that people who live in the 
Sudan have as much value as people in Boston 
or wherever, this situation is going to go on. 
This film shows that Rwandans are human be- 
ings. And in Paul’s case, [he] was comfortable, 
had a middle-class, pleasant life in a middle- 
class, Westernized environment. The perception 
of Rwanda was two groups of savage tribesmen 
in mud huts beating each other to death. And 
that was not the reality at all. So breaking down 
those barriers, and telling people those stories, 
that’s good to get out there. & 


Hotel Rwanda opens in Boston on January 7. 
Tamara Wieder can be reached at twieder@phx 
.com. 
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THE GOMEBAGK KID 


After a dismal start to the new millennium, Boston 
made headlines of a more celebratory kind in 2004 





YEAR OF THE HUB, continued from cover 
Awards, lifelong New Yorker Billy 
Crystal sang about a murky Massa- 
chusetts waterway. The Democratic 
donkey-and-pony show trotted into 
town, towing caravans of camera 
crews. A Boston Brahmin ran for the 
highest office in the country, 

and came within a few million evan- 
gelicals of getting the job. 

Even the city’s physique changed. 
The Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill 
Bridge finally seemed to belong in the 
skyline, its ethereal blue glow and 
cat’s-cradle cables fitting in like a miss- 
ing puzzle piece. MIT erected its own 
Frank Gehry structure, the Stata Cen- 
ter, already nicknamed “Geek Palace” 
by Wired magazine. And the Boston 
Convention & Exhibition Center 
opened on the waterfront, looking like 
what would happen if an airplane 
hangar mated with the Queen Mary. In 





2004, Boston went in for a nose job 
and came out with a whole new face. 


UT IT WAS a different story at the 

start of the new millennium. On New 
Year’s Day 2000, Boston College lost 
the Insight.com Bowl 62-28. The Red 
Sox had just finished off a 94-68 sea- 
son, losing the ALCS to — guess 
who?— the New York Yankees. (Months 
later, the New York Times was still de- 
constructing the eternally lopsided ri- 
valry between Gotham and Boston, dis- 
missing its masochistic northern neigh- 
bors for believing in a victory as elusive 
as Santa Claus: “Boston seems always a 
title away from the title, in a field of 
dreams that will never come true.”) 

In politics, Senator Ted Kennedy up- 
held Boston’s loser tradition by endors- 
ing another future flop, Democratic 
presidential candidate Al Gore. And 
there was the smug desertion of former 
governor William E Weld, who moved 


to the Upper East Side while making 
noises about a prospective 2006 run for 
New York governor, and reflecting 
glibly on his Massachusetts tenure like 
a high-school quarterback making ex- 
cuses for romancing a dorky math-club 
member. “I was a carpetbagger in Mass- 
achusetts,” Weld bragged to the Times. 
“I’m a native New Yorker who spends a 
lot of time upstate.” 

But Boston’s public image wouldn't 
remain so inconspicuous, so innocuous, 
for long. A year and a half later, the 
city didn’t just stumble into the nation- 
al spotlight, it fell flat on its face. Two 
of the four planes in the 9/11 attacks 
lifted off from Logan Airport early that 
morning, and as the stone-faced news- 
casters read the initial reports, there 
was a collective gasp in our city. Geog- 
raphy had made Boston an unwitting 
accessory to the crime, and we watched 
the aftermath sheepishly, like the shop- 

D 
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keeper who sold the .38-caliber to 
Mark David Chapman, or like the dog 
that barked at Son of Sam. Nobody 
blamed us, exactly. Or did they? 

There was palpable resentment in 
Rudy Giuliani’s farewell speech, in which 
he took a random swipe at Boston for its 
rising murder rate. That year, of course, 
the NYC mayor had morphed into a su- 
perhero for his near-flawless response to 
the World Trade Center attacks, leading 
the debilitated city with a solemn mix- 
ture of strength, empathy, and vision 
that inspired Time magazine to choose 
him as its 2001 Person of the Year. So 
when the big man on the international 
campus publicly singled out Boston’s 67 
percent homicide increase — compared 
with NYC’s 12 percent — his acerbic 
tone bespoke angry censure. 

Around that same time, Boston was 
beginning to generate other negative 
headlines. In January 2002, newly un- 
sealed court documents revealed that 
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Bernard Cardinal Law had quietly reas- 
signed Father John Geoghan to another 
parish, knowing full well that the priest 
had been accused of pedophilia. Within 
months, a national scandal of child sex 
abuse in the Catholic Church unfurled; 
Law resigned at the end of the year. 
The Boston archdiocese became, as 
CNN.com put it, “the dramatic epicen- 
ter of the priestly sex-abuse scandal.” 
The Hub of the Universe was one thing; 
this kind of attention was something 
else entirely. 

But in 2004, things turned around. 
On February 1, Patriots kicker Adam 
Vinatieri pounded a Super Bowl—winning 
field goal, helping the New England 
Patriots beat the Carolina Panthers 32- 
29. Dimple-chinned quarterback Tom 
Brady, who’d miraculously emerged 
from the fourth-string line two years 
earlier, was voted Super Bowl MVP for 
the second time. (The Patriots would 





Boston Public 


go on to set an NFL record of 18 con- 
secutive regular-season wins.) That 
winter day, the only thing more stun- 
ning than Brady’s arm was Janet Jack- 
son’s naked breast. 

Even in Hollywood, Boston made 
cameos in 2004. On television, the city 
was the setting for Boston Public, 
Crossing Jordan, and Boston Legal. The 
Jim Carrey flick Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind included pivotal scenes 
set on a depiction of the frozen 
Charles River. And Clint Eastwood’s 
Mystic River, a crime drama based on 
local author Dennis Lehane’s novel, 
garnered six Oscar nominations, in- 
cluding Best Picture. (It would win 
two: Best Actor and Best Supporting 
Actor.) The river’s prior claim to na- 
tional fame was as the watery grave of 
Charles Stuart, the Scott Peterson of 
1989, who murdered his pregnant wife 
and then leapt off the Tobin Bridge — 
making the film’s success seem like 














some form of redemption. 
Boston got name-checked on the 
music scene, too. In 2003, Frank Black 
admitted he’d been casually jamming 
with the original Pixies line-up, and 
mulling the idea of a possible reunion. 
Given both the group’s nasty death-by- 
fax and the animosity between Black 
and bassist Kim Deal, the alt-rock ren- 
dezvous seemed as implausible as Kurt 
Cobain’s resurrection. But two weeks 


into 2004, the Pixies were confirmed for 


California’s Coachella festival in May. 
The foursome traipsed the globe all 
year, selling out shows as the 

rule rather than the excep- 

tion. Still, while Boston 

proudly claimed ownership — 

after all, Deal met guitarist 

Joey Santiago and drummer 

David Lovering through an ad 

in the Phoenix — the Pixies 

didn’t return the love. The 

band teased their city of origin for near- 
ly a year, playing in Lowell before 
finally appearing at Avalon in Decem- 
ber. It was well worth the wait. 


ERHAPS THE best evidence of 

Boston’s 2004 makeover occurred in 
the pages of the New Yorker. Late last 
February, after the Red Sox had fever- 
ishly pursued Alex Rodriguez, Yankees 
evil emperor George Steinbrenner 
threw bundles of money at the high- 
paid diva, crushing every Sox fan and 
sealing a deal endlessly described as 
having “Babe Ruth-like proportions.” 
The magazine quoted Mayor Tom 


racist stamping ground, full of decrepit 
housing projects and bedraggled chil- 
dren, into the kind of well-scrubbed en- 
virons where young urban professionals 
could settle into an $800,000 luxury 
condo. Boston had been vilified for its 
busing-crisis bigotry since the 1970s, so 
the gentrification of one of the most in- 
famous bastions of prejudice was an in- 
vitation to outsiders: it’s safe to come in. 
And if there was beckoning, it was 
to the planeloads of pundits, dele- 
gates, and rubberneckers who would 
soon be descending on Boston for 


In 2004, Boston went in 
for a nose job and came out 


with a whole new face. 


July’s Democratic National Conven- 
tion. Menino cleaned up the city like a 
bedroom before a big date, resurfacing 
Newbury Street sidewalks, removing 
all the potential-weapon news boxes 
near the FleetCenter, and rebuilding 
the Charles Street T station. (A Slate 
writer who'd gone to school in Boston 
and fled to New York City didn’t like 
what he found on his return, yearning 
instead for the “grimy city of yore,” 
the “lovely backwater” of Yankee prud- 
ery, provincialism, and quaintness. 
Can’t please ’em all.) 

The local media spooked the natives 
with overblown threats of vehicular 
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wide, as he spoke in Las Vegas middle 
schools, confabulated with St. Louis 
senior citizens, rode motorcycles, and 
strummed guitars with Moby, making 
headlines wherever he went. 

When the election came, though, 
Kerry’s Massachusetts connections 
probably hurt him in the red states. 
He’d spent 19 years in the US Senate 
representing the Commonwealth, 
which inextricably linked him to the 
gay-marriage issue. Exit polls on Elec- 
tion Day indicated that when voters 
pulled the lever, they were motivated 
by “moral values” — a not 
so-veiled reference to gay 
marriage. And since Massa- 
chusetts is the only state in 
the union to rule that gay 
couples have the right to 
marry, Kerry was guilty by 
association. 

The rest of the country 
felt the reverberations of the Massa- 
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court’s de 
cision in other ways. In his State of the 
Union address, President Bush urged 
the country to “defend the sanctity of 
marriage.” San Francisco mayor Gavin 
Newsom granted marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, until he was forced 
by his governor to stop. Massachusetts 
governor Mitt Romney, whose Mor- 
mon faith finds less fault with 
polygamy than with same-sex mar- 
riage, tried to interfere, even whining 
about the court decision in the Wall 
Street Journal. But it was a major vic- 
tory for gay rights in America, even if 


Boston Legal 





Menino figuratively shaking his fist at 
Rodriguez — “Alex, you may’ve gotten 
away this time, but we will get you this 
summer” — but attributed the line to 
Mayor Michael Menino. The mistake 
didn’t seem like sloppy reporting as 
much as an indication of how forget- 
table Boston’s municipal emissary was 
to the rest of the country. To outsiders, 
our venerably crotchety mayor was that 
crank up the street whose name you 
can never remember. No one would 
ever mistake Michael Bloomberg’s first 
name for Thomas. 

But in July, South Boston got its very 
own feature story in the New Yorker — 
with Menino correctly identified — 
made timely by the impending Democ- 
ratic Party invasion. Written by Fort 
Point Channel resident and acclaimed 
scribe Susan Orlean, the 4000-word 
story chronicled how the newly gen- 
trified harbor-side neighborhood had 
morphed from Whitey Bulger’s violent, 





gridlock, anarchists, and terrorism (as if 
Al Qaeda would bother with the De- 
mocrats), so they all went elsewhere. 
Left with a ghost town, reporters by the 
thousands hunkered down in Boston, 
transmitting their live feeds to the rest 
of the world. And celebrities of all 
stripes rolled in: Leonardo DiCaprio, P. 
Diddy, Rob Reiner, John Cusack, Russell 
Simmons, Ben Affleck. 

But despite the photos of red-eyed, 
blotchy-faced Affleck in the dailies, the 
DNC was John Kerry’s party. This was- 
n't only the senator’s homecoming — it 
was his coronation. Kerry’s relationship 
with his hometown is a funny one: he 
wants Boston more than Boston wants 
him. Still, the city was rooting for 
Kerry, no matter how aloof, dorky, or 
stilted he seemed. After all, he was the 
only candidate who scored high enough 
on the “electable” meter to get the left’s 
collective thumbs-up. His craggy face 
was plastered across newspapers world- 





it contributed to Kerry’s election loss. 
The biggest, most ballyhooed, most 
universally celebrated victory of all, 
though, was one that had taken longer 
than a Halley’s comet cycle: the Red 
Sox won the World Series! The great- 
est comeback in baseball history! The 
embarrassing defeat of the Yankees! 
Curt Schilling’s bloody ankle! The re- 
verse of the curse! Johnny Damon! 
Manny Ramirez! Drunken college stu- 
dents celebrating in the streets! Even 
Santa, in The Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular, knew the surefire way to 
excite a Boston crowd. Forget the 
Rockettes — at a recent performance, 
Santa simply mentioned the Red Sox 
victory, calling it “an early Christmas 
present” for the city, and even the 
blue-haired ladies in the audience 
shrieked, “Aaaaah!” a 


Camille Dodero can be reached at 
cdodero@phx.com. 
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2004 restaurant 


awards 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


y main surprise in 2004 was that 
Mi a restaurant recession mostly 

held off, and new openings con- 
tinued at a rapid pace. The most expen- 
sive concepts, however, were held back 
in favor of restaurants that featured 
lower-ticket items or the potential for 
small plates. In a kind of rush to the mid- 
dle, a number of fancier ethnic places 
also opened in 2004. That said, what’s 
covered here ought to be 
quite different from where 
readers have been eating. 
As always, this column is 
about the places I reviewed 
this year, and not neces- 
sarily about those that 
opened since last January. 
Everyone in the know but 
me gets to use better 
strategies for eating: stick 
with the good places and 
learn their best plates; 
make friends with the staff 
and be treated like 
friends; avoid new 
restaurants until they 
settle out. 

Although some of the 
following awards are for 
all-around excellence, there 
are very, very few great 
restaurants, but lots of 
great dishes. So most of the 
awards are for dishes. In a 
year without a major trend, 
there were some interesting 
minor ones. Restaurants 
don’t usually improve, be- 
cause the concept is the 
concept. But Lucy’s im- 
proved by broadening its 
initial concept; 33 im- 
proved by focusing its origi- 
nal concept and reducing 
distractions; and Koreana 
improved despite a long 
hiatus after a fire. Restaurants often lose 
momentum in a move, but Perdix hit the 
South End running. I checked out a lot of 
Irish pubs in 2004, and found the food 
generally good to very good at the As- 
gard, Devlin’s Bistro, the Kells, and Or- 
leans. The year also saw a brief run of 
successful-restaurant clones: Vinalia (like 
Meritage), Buzkashi (like the Helmand), 
and Family Restaurant (like the Istanbul 
Café). I hit two places with upscale Greek 
food last year. There was some resurgence 
in new Asian and fusion restaurants after 
a very thin 2003 reviewing year in those 
categories. And some dishes are getting 
ready for retirement: too many creme 
brilées, too many beet-and-goat-cheese 
salads, way too many caesar salads, and 
enough grilled salmon to fill the Chicago 
stockyards. 

And now, the envelopes. 

Restaurant of the Year: Tamarind 
Bay. At last, Indian food as good as the 
idea of Indian food, with some fusion 
worthy of the ideal of fusion, every dish 
distinct, and almost all wildly successful. 
It could have better desserts, however. 

Non-Asian Restaurant of the 
Year: Umbria. 

Italian Restaurant Most Like 
Italy: II Bico. 

Cheap Ethnic Restaurant of the 
Year: Apollonia Café. At last, Albanian- 
Americans have a menu of their own. 


Apollonia Café — 
% rd 
* Re 


The best of this 
year's dining 


(Runner-up: Café Polonia, where Polish- 
Americans have a menu of their own.) 

Best Restaurant Meal I Didn’t 
Review: | had a national-magazine 
assignment to choose four Boston 
restaurants, so I had to check last year’s 
Phoenix pick for best restaurant — Mer- 
itage — to see if it was still good, of 
course. I had all three red-wine fish 
dishes, and all were outstanding, even 
with red wine! The national magazine 
killed the story, so Phoenix readers get 
the benefit. 
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Eighth Annual Howard 
Mitchum Memorial Medal for 
Innovation in Seafood Cookery: 
David Kinkead of Sibling Rivalry, be- 
cause it all starts in the market. It prob- 
ably helps to have worked at KingFish 
Hall, but his opening menu at Sibling 
Rivalry had the checklist of important 
local seasonal seafood. Got the Nan- 
tucket Bay scallops? Check. Got the Hal- 
ibut? Check. Got a piece of light, fluffy, 
meaty swordfish? Check. 

Décor Prize: the Soirée room at 
UpStairs on the Square, like Gauguin 
trying to work with Klimt. 

Most Comfortable Restaurant of 
the Year: the Enormous Room. Couch 
seating. 

Appetizers of the Year: Mezé Es- 
tiatorio. Well, they named the restaurant 
after the mezé platter, right? Anchored 
by superb taramasalata. 

Best Fusion Appetizer: asparagus 
spring rolls at the Ruby Room. 

Best Trick Caesar: fallen (that is, 
wilted) caesar salad at Lucy’s. 

Best Soup: tie: sancocho at Lucy’s; 
tomato shorba at Tamarind Bay. 

Best Unidentified Fried Object: 
fried slice of lemon in the fritto misto at 
the Ruby Room. 

Best Last of the Vertical Appetiz- 
ers: fried squid at Sibling Rivalry. Dishes 
get taller as the trend nears the end. 
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Best Trick Beet-and-Goat-Cheese 
Salad: tie: the version at Grotto with 
the beets and cheese made into mini 
sandwiches; the version at Rustic Kitchen 
with fennel pollen. 

Best Raw Food: “Out of the Blue” at 
Blu, a quartet of brilliant morsels. 

Funniest Name for an Appetizer: 
“Emerald Isle Nachos” at the Asgard. 

Pasta of the Year: three-way tie: 
strongozzi umbri at Umbria; spaghetti 
alla chitarra at Amelia’s Trattoria; ag- 
nolotti del plin at Rustic Kitchen. (The 
readers protest: Agnolotti del 
plin was last year’s best meat 
entrée! Nadeau replies: This 
year I got to review another 
Rustic Kitchen, and it felt more 
like a pasta. It’s still meaty, all 
right.) 

Lobster of the Year: lob- 
ster with ginger and scallions 
at the Kells. I know it’s just as 
good in Chinatown, but the ac- 
companying Guinness in Chi- 
natown isn’t even close. 

Fried Food of the Year: 
squid at Quality Café. 

Best Vegan Entrée: lala 
mussa dal at Tamarind Bay. If 
you're there with carnivores, 
order two, because they’ll want 
to share. 


sa . Best Carnivorous En- 


trée: three-way tie: braised 
veal breast at West on Centre; 
moussaka at Apollonia Café; 
chutney gosht at Rani. 

Best Comfort Food: tie: 
pastitsio at Mezé Estiatorio; 
Mighty Meatloaf at Anthem. 

Sandwich of the Year: 
“George’s Meatloaf Sandwich” 
at Noir. 

Potatoes of the Year: 
lobster mashed potatoes at 
Scollay Square. 

Rice of the Year: Aneka 
Rasa, both for the red rice and 
the coconut rice. 

Best Weird Food: tie: ostrich 
stroganoff at Lucy’s; ganjajang noodles 
in black sauce at Buk Kyung II. 

Trick Salmon of the Year: Equa- 
tor’s plate with grilled salmon, salmon 
sausage, and three sauces. 

Best Topical Sushi: Red Sox maki 
at Umi. 

Hottest Food I Actually Liked: 
tie: mirchi ka salan at Rani, which is a 
Hyderabadi curry of green chilies; wild 
curry at Thai Thai Kitchen. 

Garnish of the Year: squid rings 
like noodles on the halibut in the 
Soirée Room at UpStairs on the 
Square. 

Best Wines by the Glass: tie: 
Scollay Square; Amelia’s Trattoria. 

Chocolate Dessert of the Year: 
tie, but both at Finale: the Manjari 
mousse versus the two-person “Choco- 
late Bliss Combination.” Runner-up: hot 
chocolate and cookies at Perdix. 

Best Ice Cream or Gelato: the trio 
at Umbria, where pastry chef Lee Napoli 
makes a bowl of hazelnut brittle as hand- 
some as art glass. 

Trick Rice Pudding-of the Year: 
Earl Grey rice pudding at Cha Fahn Tea- 
house. 

Funniest Dessert of the Year: 
fried Twinkies at Anthem. me 

Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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>Dining guide 





The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some 
Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from 
our full-length reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, 
credit-card policy, and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CHECK OUT OUR ARCHIVE OF RESTAURANT REVIEWS AT www.thephoenix.com 








ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 

BUK KYUNG II, 151 Brighton Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 254-2775. $8-$22.95 (lunch, 
$12.95-$15.95). Very cool dinner spot for 
young Korean-Americans where they get a 
style of noodles so long they're served 
with kitchen scissors, either in big bowls 
of soup or with a unique black-bean- 
onion sauce and lots of fresh seafood. You 
also want the seafood scallion pancake, 
some permutation of the homemade 
dumplings, and probably one of the spicy- 
sweet-sour dishes of deep-fried morsels 
The menu lists more familiar Korean food 
like bibimbab and bulgogi, but hardly any 
Japanese food. The difference really is 
freshness and speed 

CAMINO REAL, 48 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 254-5088. $7-$19. Don't let its 
location on the map confuse you: Colom- 
bian food is mountain food, not spicy stuff. 
It’s mostly meat-and-potatoes, and most 
gringos love it at first bite. At Camino Real, 
don’t miss the soups, the tostones (plan- 
tain chips), the empanadas, the chicken a 
la criolla, or the “rice with shrimp.” And 
bring a serious appetite 

DEVLIN’S BISTRO, 322 Washington St., 
Brighton, (617) 779-8822. $19-$29 
(lunch, $6-$9). You walk into the nicest 
and most upscale Irish pub ever, but the 
food is modern bistro food, some of it 
basic, some very good, and a few things 
more complicated than they ought to be. 
Our critic raved about the horseradish 
sauce on the smoked trout salad, the 
seared scallop appetizer, the pacific halibut 
entrée, and the baked Alaska. He also liked 
the spicy Cuban sandwich and the shep- 
herd’s pie for lunch. The people are even 
less pretentious than the comfortable food. 
GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., All- 
ston, (617) 254-8883. $7-$10. Vegan din- 
ing reaches new heights of elegance and 
excellence in this Chinese-Vietnamese 
restaurant entirely without meat stock, 
fish sauce, oyster sauce, or shrimp paste. 
Don’t miss vegi-“beef” with Chinese broc- 
coli, the vegetarian dumplings, spicy curry 
lemongrass anything, or the “house nest” 
of fresh fried taro with five kinds of fake 
meat and just as many real vegetables. 
JASMINE BISTRO, 412 Market St., 
Brighton, (617) 789-4676. $12-$24. A little 
Brighton storefront re-creates the high Con- 
tinental cuisine of an earlier era in charm- 
ing surroundings; the globetrotting chef's 
résumé includes stints in Paris and at Café 
Budapest, and his tablecloths were made by 
hand in Baluchistan. The menu rotates 
creamy, rich classics (stroganoff, tournedos 
rossini) with more spare Mediterraneana 
Nicely priced wine list. Tons of personal at- 
tention from the waiters, who are his sons. 
THE KELLS, 161 Brighton Ave., Allston, 
(617) 782-9082. $8-$24. The ultimate so- 
lution to the problem of Irish food in our 


many Irish pubs: the Kells has gone all- | 


Asian. They've hired a chef from the Golden 


Temple, and now you can have a draft | 
Guinness with spareribs, Szechuan egg- | 


plant with pork, or a two-pound lobster 


with ginger and scallion. Is this a great | 


country or what? Early evening is like a 
nightclub with Chinese food; later on the 


DJs get started, and it’s party and food until | 


2 a.m. Dress layered, so if you get food on 
the outer layers, you can peel and dance. 


PHO QUE HUONG, 122-126 Harvard | 
Ave., Allston, (617) 254-9690. $6-$12. | 
Vietnamese and Chinese, with some prom- | 
ising fusions, Pho Que Huong is one of the | 


nicest, cheapest Asian restaurants in a 
neighborhood full of just those. Hungry 
parties may want to order an extra dish or 
two, especially of the fresh spring rolls, 
beef with lemongrass, or the seafood med- 
ley with vegetables. And keep an eye on 
the live seafood tanks. 

SOHO, 386 Market St., Brighton, (617) 
562-6000. $7-$19.95. Big, modern dating 
bar/nightclub with the heart and kitchen of 
a modern Irish pub. Our picks are seafood 
— jumbo crab cakes and seared sea scallops 


— and save room for excellent desserts, | 


such as millionaire shortcake and the terrine 
of sorbets. Beef is overcooked; beans are un- 
dercooked; salads are expensive; desserts 


are inexpensive. Dress casual but no hats, | 


torn jeans, crummy sandals, and so on. 


BACK BAY 
ABE & LOUIE’S, 793 Boylston St., 


Boston, (617) 536-6300. $26-$40. At last, | 


a truly Bostonian steakhouse, with the 
New York trimmings but not too much of 
the New York baloney. Definitely an older 
crowd than other restaurants under the 
same ownership (Charley’s Eating and 
Drinking Saloon; Papa Razzi), and not for 


blue jeans, but awfully good eating if you | 


love beef, and surround it with crab cakes, 
smothered onions, creamed spinach, and 
cheesecake or créme brilée for dessert. 

BOMBOA, 35 Stanhope St., Boston, (617) 
236-6363. $18-$26. Stylish, clubby room 
with zebra-striped upholstery, a kick-ass 





fish tank, great rum drinks, and the only 
menu in Boston to fuse French and Brazil- 
ian food. Some of the dishes are playful and 
delicious, like the ceviche appetizer; others 
miss the mark a bit. The experimentation is 
great if you've got the budget for it. 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), 
Boston, (617) 536-7200. $30-$39. Chef 
Ken Oringer is at the top of his game, with 
a cuisine of focused flavors and sculptural 
precision: foie gras, intense seared hanger 
steak, scallops on a pedestal of salt. Maybe 
the best meal in the city right now. The dis- 
tinguished, leopard-carpeted dining room 
couldn't be more different from the Eliot 
Lounge, which used to occupy this space. 
GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 437-0188. $11-$20. Vies with Ginza 
for the title of best sushi in the city. The ta- 
bles, the sushi bar, and the traditional 
screened-off rooms in the back fill up 
nightly with earnest sushi fans. 
KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 536-1695. $13-$23 (lunch, $9- 
$12). An Indian restaurant as beautifully 
decorated and designed as the fancy Thai 
restaurants. Plenty of wham in the food, 
too, from the samosas and humble vege- 
tarian curries up to the tandoori rack of 
lamb, presented with the chops impaled 
on swords. As the name suggests, the 
strengths are tandoori (don’t miss the nan) 
and creamy sauces with real cilantro. 
SAFFRON, 279A Newbury St., (617) 
536-9766. $15-$25. The first contempo- 
rary Indian restaurant in Boston has some 
impressive moments, especially among the 
appetizers, where Indian flavors weave in 
and out of trendy nouvelle presentations 
to create something totally different and 
amazing. The “potato and duck bernasi,” 


for instance, is a two-layer soup involving | 


liquefied duck. Entrées are a little flatter, 
but the menu of traditional Indian dishes 
is special, if a tad pricey. Stylishly decorat- 
ed. International crowd. 

SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 351-2500. $9-$30. Wear your 
Newbury Street clothes, whatever those 
might be, to a fun, see-and-be-seen 
restaurant. Appetizers are often among 
the best things on the eclectic menu. Ex- 
cellent bartenders who know how to mix 
a drink. Superior Sunday brunch and 
weekday early-morning breakfast crowd. 
TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., Boston (617) 
267-4799. $4-$24. Evocative Spanish 
décor in this crowded and loud tapas 
bar-cum-dining room. Tapas and a terrific 
list of Spanish wines and sherries are the 
key, although you shouldn't miss the 
zarzuela (seafood soup), or the orange- 
flavored flan. 

WISTERIA HOUSE, 264 Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 536-8866. $7-$16. Appar- 


ently a modest Chinese-American room | 


(plus sidewalk tables) along Newbury 
Street, Wisteria House has a secret life as a 


taste of home for Taiwanese students and | 
immigrants. For a taste of Taiwan, don’t | 
miss the pipa tofu (fried clouds flavored | 


with shrimp), clams, or squid triple de- | 


lights with basil, or stewed pig’s ear — ge- 
latinous but delicious, no kidding. 


BEACON HILL 

BEACON HILL BISTRO, 25 Charles St., 
Boston, (617) 723-1133. $16-$23. A real 
bistro look and feel, but food good enough 
for a full-tilt restaurant, especially the 


gnocchi with cépes and braised vegeta- | 


bles, and the confit of chicken, and we’d 
steer you to the blackberry tart. Our look 
at the other customers suggests the up- 
scale Yankee neighborhood more than the 
hotel guests. With Torch across the street, 
Beacon Hill again has a dining-out scene. 

THE FEDERALIST, 15 Beacon St. (XV 
Beacon Hotel), Boston, (617) 670-2515. 
$27-$44. The Federalist has one of the most 
expensive menus in town, and justifies that 
with small, perfect, intensely flavored dish- 


es. Seafood and a chocolate banana pud- | 


ding most impressed us. Despite the jum- 
bled decor of browns and black with a little 
red, the food demands that you dress like a 
Federalist, not a Sandinista. 

FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, (617) 742- 
3447. $10-$18. Small, busy branch of 
Todd English’s gourmet-pizza mini-chain. 
See listing under Charlestown. 


LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., | 


Boston, (617) 720-5511. $14-$19. Exotic, 
authentic, romantic, and beautiful, Lala 


Rokh fulfills, surpasses, and deconstructs | 


our fantasies of ancient Persia all at once. 
Absolutely don’t miss the eggplant appe- 
tizer and pilaf entrées. Many unique gar- 
nishes and subtle flavors do justice to a 
rare and classic cuisine. : 

NO. 9 PARK, 9 Park St., Boston, (617) 
742-9991. $25-$42 (lunch, $15-22). Chef 
Barbara Lynch grew up in Southie but 
cooks like a New Yorker. This spare, styl- 





taste buds 


If the thought of celebrating New Year’s Eve with the drunken masses at your local pub chills you to 
your already-chilled December core, take heart: plenty of options abound that don’t include barely 

legal (and barely clad) college students. For a New Year's Eve of a more culinary nature, check out 
some of your choices. 





723-1133. 


(617) 375-8550. 


(617) 425-3240. 


© Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro (25 Charles Street, Boston): 
three-course prix fixe dinner, seatings 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m., and 9:30 to 10:30 p.m., $67. Call (617) 


¢ Blu (Sports Club/LA, 4 Avery Street, Boston): five-course 
prix fixe dinner, 6:30 or 6:45 p.m., $85. Seven-course prix 
fixe dinner with Champagne toast, 9 or 9:15 p.m., $125. Call 


¢ Bonfire (Park Plaza Hotel, 50 Park Plaza, Boston): five- 
course prix fixe dinner with Champagne, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
$90. Hors d’oeuvres, dancing, party favors, and Champagne 
toast, 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., $125. Call (617) 262-3473. 

© Brasserie Jo (129 Huntington Avenue, Boston): four-course 
prix fixe dinner, $69. Regular menu also available. Call 


¢ The Fireplace (1634 Beacon Street, Brookline): chef’s tasting menu with sparkling wines, $65. 
Edited a la carte menu also available. Call (617) 975-1900. 
¢ Gargoyles on the Square (219 Elm Street, Somerville): three-course prix fixe dinner, seatings from 
5 to 5:30 p.m. and 7 to 7:30 p.m., $65. Seatings from 9 to 9:30 p.m., $75. Call (617) 776-5300. 

¢ Julien (Langham Hotel, 250 Franklin Street, Boston): three-course prix fixe dinner, 5:30 to 

6:30 p.m., $231 per couple. Six-course prix fixe dinner, Champagne toast, and live entertainment, 
7 to 9 p.m., $504 per couple. Call (617) 451-1900. 
¢ Lucy’s (242 Harvard Street, Brookline): three-course prix fixe dinner, 5:30 to 7 p.m., $50. Four- 


course prix fixe dinner, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., $75. Call (617) 232-LUCY. 


e Mantra (52 Temple Place, Boston): a la carte dinner with complimentary Champagne toast, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Gala dance party with DJ, buffet, and open bar (from 10 p.m. to midnight), 9 p.m. to 

2 a.m., $100. Call (617) 542-8111. 
¢ Meritage (Boston Harbor Hotel, Rowes Wharf, Boston): five-course prix fixe dinner, 5 to 11 p.m., 


$125. Call (617) 439-3995. 


¢ Noir (Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street, Cambridge): Sparkle Party featuring complimentary appetizers 
and sparkling wine from Sofia Blanc de Blancs, plus a cash bar and DJ, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., $200 per 


table. Call (617) 661-8010. 


¢ Oak Bar (Fairmont Copley Plaza, 138 St. James Avenue, Boston): a la carte bar-food menu, live 
entertainment, $45. Call (617) 267-5300 ext. 1075. 
¢ Oak Room (Fairmont Copley Piaza, 138 St. James Avenue, Boston): five-course prix fixe dinner, 


seatings from 8 to 9:30 p.m., $190. Call (617) 267-5300 ext. 1075. 


¢ Pho République (1415 Washington Street, Boston): open bar, light fare, and DJ, 9 p.m. to 
2:30 a.m., $85. Call (617) 262-0005. 
¢ Redline (59 JFK Street, Cambridge): special a la carte menu and regular menu, 5 to 10 p.m. 


Call (617) 491-9851. 


¢ Rialto (Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street, Cambridge): four-course prix fixe dinner, 6 p.m., $85. 
Seven-course prix fixe dinner, 9 p.m., $135. Call (617) 661-5050. 
© Rouge (480 Columbus Avenue, Boston): four-course prix fixe dinner, $50. Call (617) 867-0600. 
© Skywalk (50th floor, Prudential Center, 800 Boylston Street, Boston): gourmet buffet dinner and 
live entertainment, 9 p.m., $300 per couple, $150 per person. Call (617) 536-1775. 

¢ Sorriso (107 South Street, Boston): three-course prix fixe dinner, 5 to 11 p.m., $50. Call 


(617) 259-1560. 


¢ Tasca (1612 Comm Ave, Brighton): three-course prix fixe dinner with sangria or wine, 5 to 
11:30 p.m., $49. Call (617) 730-8002. 
© Temple Bar (1688 Mass Ave, Cambridge): three-course prix fixe dinner, 5 to 9:30 p.m., $75. 

Three-course prix fixe dinner with Champagne toast and noisemakers, 9:30 to 10 p.m., $95. Call 


(617) 547-5055. 


Top of the Hub (52nd floor, Prudential Center, 800 Boylston Street, Boston): five-course prix fixe 

. dinner and live entertainment, 8 p.m., $450 per couple, $225 per person. Call (617) 536-1775. 
© Tremont 647 (647 Tremont Street, Boston): five-course prix fixe dinner, $75. Call (617) 266-4600. 
¢ Umbria (295 Franklin Street, Boston): 4 la carte menu plus Umbrian specials, 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Nightclub party with hors d’oeuvres, dessert buffet, open bar, and DJ, 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., $75. Call 


(617) 338-1000. 


the shadow of the State House, Scollay 
Square does a good job with big meat and 
has several kinds of potatoes — the “lobster 
mashed potatoes” being an excellent inno- 
vation. But they also do a fine job with fish 
and shellfish, and the wines are cleverly se- 
lected and served in oversize glasses. The 
theme about the old Boston burlesque (and 
worse) district may be overdone, especially 
as the location is several blocks from the 
long-since-eradicated Scollay Square. 


| TORCH, 26 Charles St., Boston, (617) 


ish bistro on the Common showcases her | 
effusive approach to foresty Continental | 


ingredients like chestnuts, fresh pasta, 
and foie gras. 
SCOLLAY SQUARE, 21 Beacon St., 


Boston, (617) 742-4900. $16-$28. Being in | 





723-5939. $16-$25. Shiny and a little af- 
fected, but really good food carries the 
day. The early crowd walks in from Bea- 
con Hill, dressed in the look that launched 
a thousand catalogues, and then the food 
makes them happy and talkative and 
loud. You, too. 


CHARLESTOWN 
FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, (617) 


242-2229. $10-$18. From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary 
pizza parlor. Outstanding thin-crust piz- 
zas lavishly topped with fresh ingredients. 
Try the bianco (topped with fresh arugula 
and tomatoes). The tiramisu may be the 
best in town. 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Charlestown, 
(617) 242-1999. $20-$30. Fairly expen- 
sive, and expect a long wait unless you're a 
celebrity. But worth every cent and minute 
The pan-Mediterranean cuisine here is 
served with a shot of pure genius, making 
it one of Boston’s best (and most sophisti- 
cated) eateries. The dishes — from the 
classic Olives tart to the “falling chocolate 
cake” — are so inspired it’s hard to believe 
they’re not classics. Reservations accepted 


CHINATOWN 
BIG FISH SEAFOOD, 18-20 Tyler St., 
Boston, (617) 423-3288. $5-$16. The latest 





winner in Chinatown’s race to live-tank 
seafood, Big Fish gets clear, bright flavors 
from shell-on shrimp, whole steamed sea 
scallops, clams (or eel) in black bean sauce, 
lobster with ginger and scallion, spicy salt- 
ed squid (or soft-shell crab), sautéed pea 
tendrils (or watercress). Find a sympathetic 
waiter and go deeper into the all-Chinese 
menu of cold appetizers and stir-fried eel 
BUDDHA’S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St. (sec- 
ond floor), Boston, (617) 451-2395. $4- 
$8. Chinese and Vietnamese Buddhist- 
temple cuisine, strictly vegan (except for 
condensed milk in some drinks) imitations 
of your favorite shrimp and pork dishes 
I've seen better visual work in this tradi- 
tion, but it didn’t taste as good as the best 
here: spring rolls, summer rolls, nam vang 
noodle soup, hot-and-sour soup, moo shi, 
Lake Tung-ting “shrimp,” and anything 
spicy or with lemongrass. Good coffee 
JUMBO SEAFOOD, 7 Hudson St., 
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Boston, (617) 542-2823. $8-$13. I've been 
eating in Chinatown and taking notes 
about it for about 25 years. Jumbo 
Seafood is one of the best places I've ever 
eaten there, which means it is one of the 
best places I have ever eaten. Even the rice 
is unusually good, but don’t miss pea-pod 
stems and other green vegetables, live 
tank steamed seafood, or Hong Kong-style 
dishes like calamari with spicy salt 
PEARL VILLA, 25-27 Tyler St., Boston, 
(617) 338-8770. $5-$20. Superb South 
Chinese and Malaysian food are the attrac 





tions in this small but serious restaurant 
Don't miss the Malaea Lobak (“spring-roll 
platter” is a pale description), live-tank 
lobster and seafood, beautiful vegetables 
and something fried. Hot pepper is mostly 
in the red sauce on the side. Refreshing 
fruit smoothies and cold soups for dessert 
PENANG, 685-681 Washington St 

Boston 617) 451-6373. $5-$17. If 
you've been hesitating about Malaysian 
food, hesitate no more. Penang is as much 
fun as the old Trader Vic’s, and has much 
more interesting food. The sharpest 
flavors are in the roti canai appetizer, as 
well as familiar morsels like the Penang 
popia and chicken satay. Lively entrées are 
the yam pots (featuring delicious mashed 
ro © the “house special” squid or 
lobster or crabs with a complex sauce 
and the fragrant beef rendang 


PHO PASTEUR, 682 Washington St 

Boston, (617) 482-7467. $3-$10. Superb 
specialist in noodle soups, beet or chicken 
based, with a variety of mix-ins. Also a line 
of drinks and desserts, and some, like “av 

ocado juice” (actually a luscious milk 
shake), that are both. Small, homey, clean 
TAIWAN CAFE, 34 Oxford St., Boston 
(617) 426-8181. $5-$19. This Chinatown 
jewel features home-style cooking you don't 
usually see on the English-language menu 
and doesn’t make any 
dishes. It’s quite fnendly to non-Asian cus 
tomers who know and apprec 
Get to know the sautéed eggplant witl 


of the familiar tourist 
iate the food 


basil, or some of the best steamed flounder 


and sautéed snow-pea tendrils ever 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 

AQUA/THE BLACK RHINO, 120 Water 
St./21B Broad St., Boston, (617 
4900/(617) 263-0101 
restaurants that connect, offering 
of eating and drinking situations. In any of 
them, you'll do well with fried seafood 


seared 


720 
$6-$16. Two bar 


i variety 


mussels, Angus burgers, or th 


above permuted into entrées with good 
baked basmati rice. Prices are rather g 
for The weeknight 
comes from work, dressed accordingly 
THE BARKING CRAB, 88 Sleeper St 
(Northern Ave. Bridge), Boston, (617 
426-CRAB. $8-$24. A hearty clam shack 
— actually a lobster tent gone year-round 
with a crab name. Warm informality 
blends simple seafood entrées and the odd 
yuppie treat into things like the “crab 
burger.” The fun is eating like this with a 
full view of the downtown skyscrapers 
Hearty desserts and local microbrews as 
well. Familiar, yet new 
THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St 
(Downtown Crossing), Boston, (617) 451- 
2622. $7-$9. A Runyonesque joint that 
combines a neighborhood feel with down- 
town flavor. The food is basic — burgers, 
Buffalo wings, steak — and the bar harks 
back to a day when men were men and 
martinis were all eight ounces 
JER-NE, 12 Avery St. (Ritz-Carlton Boston 
Common), Boston, (617) 574-7176. $25- 
$36. Not your grandfather's Ritz, not with 
ultra-modern and experimental Pacific Rim 
food in a posh but soulless room. Maybe 
they'll reopen the old Ritz dining room, 
with its antique menu, and give diners the 
clearest choice of food versus atmosphere 
ever? On the opening menu of this restau- 
rant, you should go for the multi-flavored 
appetizers like the daily bento box or the 
cakewalk sampler, skip entrées (unless you 
must have the steamed lobster with aro- 
matic rice), splurge on a bottle of pricey 
but highly flavored wine, and linger over 
desserts such as the Macadamia nut 
financiere (a poached pear with an all-star 
crust) or anything creamy. 
LOCKE-OBER, 3 Winter Place, Boston, 
(617) 542-1340. $25-$48. Boston’s grand 
19th-century dining room, preserved for a 
century by Yankee stubbornness (thrift 
had nothing to do with it), and now re- 
stored to ancient glory by Lydia Shire, as 
though to test whether it can be extremely 
hip to be extremely square. The best food 
may be the occasional innovation, like 
scallop tournedos with pea tendrils, 
though most will want the classics: lobster 
Savannah, anchovies Winter Place, calves 
liver and onions, steak tartar, oysters Gino, 
sweetbreads Eugenie under glass, and 
alas — Indian pudding. Dress well and 
carry a big credit card 
MARGO BISTRO, 185 State St. (Harbor- 
side Inn), Boston, (617) 670-2033. $15 
$21. This little restaurant in a little hotel 
Continued on page 24 
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takes all the conservative necessities of a 


hotel dining room and turns them into 
very satisfying cuisine — not experimental 
but very successful and balanced, reviving 


some old flavors like puff pastry 
under the apple tart. Don’t miss the beet 
and orange salad, a wood-grilled lobster 

t actually tastes good, and the Margo 


mice 


hocolate cake with pistachio ice cream 
NAKED FISH, 16-18 North St. (opposite 
Quincy Market), Boston, (617) 742-3333 


$15-$28. No one’s naked here but the 
grilled fish, and we'd recommend the fish 


with sauces and flavorings — the fried co 
conut calamari, the roasted Chilean sea 
bass, and the Cuban-style side dishes like 
black beans and rice, pan-fried plantains, 
mashed-banana sweet potatoes, and 
mashed potatoes. What, the potatoes 
aren't Cuban? Get ‘em anyway 


NEWS CAFE, 150 Kneeland St., Boston, 
(617) 426-NEWS. $12-$22. This place par 
ties way into the wee hours, and the food 
can be quite good when the kitchen isn't 
overstressed. When it fills up, the overlong 
menu tends to break up like a under- 
charged cell phone. Our reviewer had a 
near-perfect but somewhat unusual dinner 
of sashimi, a western omelet, and choco- 
late mousse. On a more crowded evening, 
the duck breast salad was the sole survivor 
of a table full of food 

RADIUS, 8 High St., Boston, (617) 426- 
1234. $32-$43. When hot chef Michael 
Schlow teamed up with hot manager 
Chris Myers, the partnership was news in 
itself. It took them a while to get their 
new place open, but from day one Radius 
has been the downtown It Restaurant, 
with a high-powered clientele and prices 
to match. Schlow’s food is sort of New 
York French: small, precise, and creative 
The semicircular room is a bit underdeco- 
rated, and the waiters all wear odd Mao 
jackets, but the capitalist buzz is palpable. 
RUSTIC KITCHEN, 200 Faneuil Hall Mar- 
ketplace, Boston, (617) 523-6334. $9-$24. 
No longer associated with Todd English, 
Rustic Kitchen is now more focused on fine 
Northern Italian food, a little less expensive, 
and generally somewhat better. In particu- 
lar, the veal agnolotti, the seafood specials, 


and the cannoli or gingerbread for dessert | 


are knockouts. It’s still Quincy Market, so it’s 
still crowded and drafty and loud, and the 
walls are glass — so dress nicely. 

SEL DE LA TERRE, 255 State St. 
(Aquarium), Boston, (617) 720-1300. 
$24-$31. A large and stylish Provencal 
restaurant owned by Frank McClelland, 
chef of the ultra-high-end LEspalier. This 
is more oriented toward a business crowd; 
Geoff Gardner’s menu is a flexible version 
of prix fixe. The country French flavors 
don't hit the heights, but their consistency 
puts a lot of bistros to shame. 

THE SULTAN’S KITCHEN, 72 Broad St., 





is pretty empty until about nine, and we 
aren't too proud to sneak in for baked avo- 
cado and shrimp in garlic sauce 


JAMAICA 

PLAIN/ROSLINDALE 

BUKHARA, 7()1 Centre St., Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 522-2195. $10-$20. One of the bet 
ter Indian restaurants south of the Charles, 
and certainly the prettiest restaurant in un 
derserved Jamaica Plain, Bukhara delights 
the neighborhood with excellent tandoori 
breads and meats, a nicely balanced chick- 
en tikka masala, and a new menu of South- 
ern Indian treats — especially Bombay po- 
tatoes and the handsome dosas 

JAKE’S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington St., 
Jamaica Plain, (617) 983-3701. $5-$15 
Veteran pitmaster Kenton Jacobs brings 
Texas smoked barbecue back to the inner 
city, in a handy location next to Doyle’s. Beef 
brisket and chopped (pork) barbecue best 
show off the smoker, and don’t miss the 
smoke-enriched collards and cowboy beans 


WONDER SPICE CAFE, 697 Centre St., 


Jamaica Plain, (617) 522-0200. $8-$12 
Although the food is Cambodian, Thai, 
Japanese, and a little Korean, you want 


the Cambodian dishes like saiko aing koe- 
ung (beef saté), sa-ngao mouen (clear 
spicy soup), loc lac (beef stir fry), or 
mango curry de legumes. 


KENMORE/BU 

AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St., 
Boston, (617) 421-1910. $7-$13. The sec- 
ond baby from the team behind Cam- 
bridge’s Miracle of Science is a sleek, no- 
nonsense, wood-paneled room that pro- 
duces some of the best grilled food you 
can get in a bar: moist chicken slices 
tossed over a salad, an amusing box of 
Chinese potstickers, seared rare tuna 
steak, a generous cheeseburger with the 
most flavorful home fries for miles. 


BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline | 


Ave., Boston, (617) 536-2337. $7-$17 
(lunch, $5-$10). One of the city’s first 
brewpubs, this lofty, neo-industrial space 
across from Fenway Park offers a large 
and changing selection of beers, from 
cask-conditioned ales to fruit novelties. 
Since our review, the menu has been 


spruced up to include eclectic Americana | 


like mako-shark skewers. 
ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St. 


| (Audubon Circle), Boston, (617) 247-1500. 
| $6-$23. Just a great restaurant, doing 
| everything well. The Cambodian food, like 
| somlah machou and amok de fruits de mer, 
| is a whole level up from any other South- 


east Asian restaurant in the area. The | 


| French food is no longer just for cowards — | 
it’s first-class nouvelle cuisine, with glori- | 


Boston, (617) 728-2828. $6-$9. One of | 


only a few Turkish restaurants in the city, 
and the longest-lived, Ozcan Ozan’s 
lunchtime joint still feels fresh and novel 
after almost two decades in business. The 
atmosphere isn’t much — a take-out count- 
er and some upstairs tables — but the 
skewered meats are electric, and the baba 


ously beautiful and delicious desserts. 


IL BICO, 468 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) | 


375-0802. $10-$19 (lunch, $6-$9). Dine 


just below street level on Umbrian and | 
Tuscan delights, especially al dente pastas, | 


or go down another flight of stairs to the | 
| “bicoteca” for a glass of wine and a bico, 


or two, these being rolled Tuscan flat- 


| breads like quesadillas, only with classic 
| Italian flavors. Very fine calamari, veal | 
saltimboca, and imported desserts, spe- | 
| ingredients and novel combinations: New 
| England shellfish stew in lemongrass 


ghanoush is the best we've had in ages. | 


Turkish soda and ayran (yogurt drink) are 
available for the full-immersion experience. 
VINALIA, 101 Arch St., Boston, (617) 
737-1777. $9-$34 (lunch, $8-$18). “Vina- 
lia” means wine festival, and is intended 
to clone some of the excellences of the 
Boston Harbor Hotel wine festivals and 
the Meritage restaurant there. Since Mer- 
itage is a Nadeau favorite, he favors all 
copies, including this somewhat simplified 
and cheaper version, especially the wine- 
pairing menus, the fried clams, the seared 
scallops and wood-grilled pork loin, and 
the pumpkin cake. There are about 50 
wines by the glass, including dessert wines 
and spirits. A Financial District crowd uses 
the bar, so dress to walk right by and eat. 
LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., Boston, 
(617) 542-5108. $13-$24. This bistro with a 
genuinely French feel has a wine-bar angle 
(the list of 40-odd wines changes weekly), a 
jazz angle (nightly live music in one room), 
and a shamelessly Gallic angle. The menu 
favors purism over culinary excitement, but 
the place has a buzz about it nonetheless 


THE FENWAY 

EL PELON, 92 Peterborough St., Boston, 
(617) 262-9090. $2-$6. A tiny taqueria in 
the West Fenway channels the cheap-’n’- 
fun spirit of West Coast burrito shops, but 
fuels it with the inventive energy of a 
chef who’s worked in some of the city’s 
high-end bistro kitchens. It’s hard to go 
wrong here, and at $3 to $5 an item, you 
might as well try it all. Don’t miss this. 
LINWOOD GRILL & BARBECUE, 81 
Kilmarnock St., Boston, (617) 247-8099 
$8-$17. Good barbecue and really good 
Caribbean-accented specials at this funky 
New Southern joint annexed to a stalwart 
dive bar. Spoon-soft lamb “riblets” come 
with sweet-spicy chutney; the “smoked 
fish of the day” could make a dinner in it- 
self. Excellent fried things. The barstools 
are topped with tractor seats 

SOPHIA’S, 1270 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 351-7001. $15-$20. A big room with 
drinks and entertainment serving Spanish- 
style tapas from early evening. Since no 
one in urban Spain dines until almost mid- 
night, we aren't too surprised that the place 
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cially the gelati and semi-freddi. 


NORTH END 
BRICCO, 241 Hanover St., Boston, (617) 


| 248-6800. $21-$37. A stylish experiment in 


clean-tasting grilled Italian food — includ- 
ing a tapas-like “tastings” menu. The dishes 
don’t all reach their potential, but the cook- 
ing (pork-and-grape skewers, giant seared 
gnocchi, dressed smelts) has verve to spare. 


Picco 
A bargain gem 


Once upon a time, the South End was a 
partly because 
they were poor, partly because there 
weren't any nearby grocery stores or good 
places to eat. Now, after years of gen- 
trification, the South End has become a 
stomping ground for both the well-paid 
and the well-fed. But if you look closely, 
you still can find a few gems — places 
fancy enough for the upscale, yet cheap 


hub for starving artists 


enough for us change rollers. 


Picco, an acronym for the Pizza and 
Ice Cream Company, sits in the ground 
floor of Atelier, the luxury-condomini- 
um building that looms at the corner 
of Tremont and Berkeley Streets. The 
inside is warm and welcoming, thanks 


to the contrasting décor of brown 
leather banquettes, bright-red chairs, and soft, muted lighting — not to mention the 
aroma of pizza and calzones roasting in a wood oven. 
The menu is made up of six categories — soups, salads, sandwiches, pizzas, calzones, 
and desserts — and although the ingredients change almost daily, the formula remains 
the same: everything’s homemade. Start with a salad, such as the spinach and goat 
cheese ($5.95), drizzled with a dressing of warm bacon, white beans, and balsamic vine- 
gar. For sandwiches, the Italian cold cut ($6.95) is flawless: a soft baguette piled high 
with thinly sliced Italian meats and cheeses, topped off with fresh lettuce, marinated 
olives, and a special tapenade of roasted red peppers and raisins that balances out ail that 


salt with something sweet. 








The pizza is of the deliciously crispy kind, but, considering that the margherita ($9.95) 
is the cheapest of the bunch, a calzone is the better choice for your cash. For $8.95, you 
get a grease-free calzone practically the size of a football, filled with your choice of cheese 
(mozzarella, goat, or Gruyére) as well as your choice of two add-ons, such as olives, bacon, 
eggplant, and anchovies. It also comes with tasty tomato sauce on the side, and you won't 
realize the beauty of this option until you try it. 

And don’t forget the ice cream. Try a generous scoop ($2.25) of one of Picco’s many 
original flavors — including cinnamon, almond, and ginger. And for all you anti-risk-takers 
out there, don’t worry: they have vanilla, too. 

Picco, located at 513 Tremont Street, in Boston, is open daily, from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 


Call (617) 927-0066. 


take on Italian food. Sculptural desserts — 
and they’re big, like public sculpture. 


| location, a modest sign, and a considerable 


| reputation for simple dishes with a twist of 


| SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, (617) 248- | 
| 8814. $16-$28. A treasure trove of fine 
| food in a small, understated room. Along 


One of the smoothest-looking rooms in the | 


North End. Great wine list. 

CARMEN, 33 North Square, Boston, 
(617) 742-6421. $14-$23. A tiny bistro/ 
wine bar/tapas bar that has to pass as a 
Venetian trattoria in the North End. Among 
many small plates and appetizers, the mar- 
inated mushrooms and grilled squid stand 
out. All of our entrées showed a sure hand 
with seasoning and basic flavors, perhaps 


with the herb after which the restaurant is 
named, chef Tony Susi is partial to local 


broth, oven-roasted sausage with braised 
cabbage and soft polenta. 


TARANTA, 210 Hanover St., Boston, (617) | 


720-0052. $15-$33. Two crowded floors 
dedicated to the cuisines below the “merid- 
ione” across Naples and Sardinia. The chef 
combines high-cuisine elegance and peasant 
memories into something entirely personal. 
Go with it, and order the medieval combina- 
tions of sweet and sour, seafood and meat 
— but don't skip the Easter cheesecake for 


| dessert. (No lunch in wintertime.) 


most evident with duck breast and seared | 


scallops. No desserts, but only a few steps 
to an espresso bar or Mike’s Pastry. 
DOLCE VITA, 221 Hanover St., Boston, 
(617) 720-0422. $12-$29. Wonderful at- 
mosphere promoted by owner Franco Grac- 
effa, a hearty shoulder-grabber who gets in- 
volved all over the dining room. The food 
has been uneven, but we endorse the rolled 
eggplant appetizer, shrimp “pesto” on fet- 
tuccini, the cheap cappuccino, and excel- 
lent gelati. More desserts than most Italian 
restaurants — hence the name — and the 
cakes, cannoli, and éclairs are rather good. 
MAURIZIO’S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, 
(617) 367-1123. $15-$24 (lunch, $7-$12). 
At street level, this is a spare, crowded trat- 
toria with off-white walls; downstairs, it’s 
roomier and feels warmer, with exposed 
brick and a wine cellar. The menu is strong 
on bistro-ized versions of Italian standards; 
more inventive dishes are hit-or-miss. 

IL PANINO, 11 Parmenter St., Boston, 
(617) 720-1336. $7-$16. Traditional Ital- 
ian seafood and pasta dishes, nicely pre- 
pared and served by a staff that oozes 
charm. A local favorite, as you can tell 
from the line outside the door. 

PREZZA, 24 Fleet St., Boston, (617) 227- 
1577. $19-$26. A North End newcomer 
with something unusual: buzz. Prezza at- 
tracts a well-dressed downtown crowd with 
its sleek bistro feel, 500-bottle wine list, and 
Anthony Caturano’s trans-Mediterranean 


SOUTH END 
ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St., 


brilliance — and it all works, nightly, for a 
variety of South Enders and knowing 
drive-ins. No desserts, which means there’s 


| no reason to avoid the “side starch” dishes 





like garlic mashed potatoes. 


| HAMERSLEY’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont St., 


Boston, (617) 423-2700. $23-$39. Casual 
French-inspired food with a distinctly Ameri- 
can and decidedly upscale accent: guests 
wear ties while the chefs wear baseball caps. 
Famed for duck confit, wild-mushroom-and- 


| garlic sandwich, and roast chicken with gar- 


lic, lemon, and parsley — an olfactory and 
culinary triumph. One of Boston's best. 
LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St., Boston, (617) 


| 424-6711. $11-$17. Physically and culi- 


| narily, this is halfway between the innova- 


Boston, (617) 426-8727. $6-$15. Perhaps | 


Boston’s most exotic dining experience, 


and certainly one of its most rewarding. 


Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive on huge sour- 
dough pancakes as patrons sit on stools 
around woven tables. Be sure to start with 
a warm dip and the cottage cheese with 
red-pepper powder. Eating without silver- 
ware tums out to be easier than you think. 
AQUITAINE, 569 Tremont St., Boston, 
(617) 424-8577. $19-$29. Seth Woods 


tive South End bistros and luxurious veri- 
ties of the Ritz/Aujourd’hui/Biba axis. 

MASA, 439 Tremont St., Boston, (617) 
338-8884. $16-$30. The theme here is up- 
scale Mexican food, but this is really more 


of a snazzy American bistro with a handful | 
of Southwestern gestures, like blue tortilla | 


strips in the caesar salad. Don’t miss the 


wonderful, not-Mexican-at-all roast | 
salmon. We don’t understand why an ap- | 


petizer of three shrimps costs $13 while a 
muscovy duck entrée is $19, but both of 


| them taste good, and the airy rancho-ish 


build on the success of Metropolis Café | 


with this all-French bistro that reminds 
us how good foie gras and truffles can 
be. Hanger steak and fries are so deeply 
flavored with truffle demiglace they 
seem almost cheap at $22; same for the 
duck-and-foie-gras ravioli (served only 


on Mondays). You'll barely recognize | 


the old space of Botolph’s on Tremont, 
now sleek and dark and woody; the 


room is a different feel for Boston. 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 247-2931. $16-$30. Wow. In 


a space that was once an ice-cream parlor, a | 


jewel of a bistro serves consistently on-tar- 
get dishes that take their inspiration from 
both the French and Italian traditions. Try 
the elegant salmon pavé, the astonishingly 
rich risotto specials, and any of the desserts. 
THE RED FEZ, 1222 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 338-6060. $15-$18. The re- 
vived Red Fez updates the food and ambi- 


| ence of the popular Sound End Middle 


crowd is huge and so is the somewhat | 


pricey wine list. Also try the suburban 
outpost, Aquitaine Bis, in Chestnut Hill. 
THE DISH, 253 Shawmut Ave., Boston, 
(617) 426-7866. $11-$17. Every neighbor- 
hood needs a restaurant like this tidy, chic 
comer bistro. The tables are a little tight, and 
the food is more modest than what you find 


Eastern restaurant of the ‘40s-’70s, in a 


vastly larger and airier room. Old Fezzers | 


will find the baba ganouj still the best 
around, and the new gentry will feast on 


| grilled shrimp charmoula, muhammara, 


on nearby Tremont Street, but then again so | 


are the prices. Think Cajun meat loaf, pork 
medallions with baked apple, stuffed 
cubanelle peppers. Think about hanging out 
at the bar and meeting half of Shawmut Av- 
enue. Just don't think about parking. 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 278 Shawmut Ave., 
Boston, (617) 350-0010. $9-$19. A hidden 


kefta skewers, and Turkish coffee with the 
Lebanese cookie plate, or even the entirely 
un-Lebanese berry martini (a non-alco- 
holic dessert). You could wear the same 
clothes you wore on a second date here in 
1973, but probably not the same haircut. 

ROUGE, 480 Columbus Ave., Boston, 
(617) 867-0600. $7-$24. Not cheap, but 
cheaper than its parent, Tremont 647, 
Rouge is a subtle tribute to New Orleans. 
They don’t hammer the traditional dishes, 


— Jennifer Cacicio 


| just refer to them in such genial, southern- 
| inflected plates as the poached oysters 
| “coubion,” fried green tomatoes, braised 
| veal cheeks (just do it, you won't regret it), 
knife-and-fork fried chicken, and lemon 
meringue tart. There’s no dress code, but 
| the inside really is like New Orleans, so 
| you could consider a little frippery or 
| Mardi Gras beads. 
| SIBLING RIVALRY, 525 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 338-5338. $23-$28. The 
shtick is that Boston chef David Kinkead got 
his more-established DC brother Bob to 
contribute half the recipes, and the menu is 
| like dueling chefs. Our critic favored Bob's 
| Yucatecan tuna soup and Nantucket bay 
| scallops, and David’s flourless chocolate 
| cake. Ignore the gimmick and you have an 
| excellent bistro near the Theater District, 
| and a very fine restaurant and wine list for 


| 
an evening’s gustatory entertainment. Dress | 


| like you could afford to live at Atelier 505. 
| TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St., 
| Boston, (617) 266-4600. $18-$26 


enjoys beautifully grilled food, clever but 


= - 





| 





(brunch, $7-$14). A well-dressed crowd | 


| not overbearing, in this long and cozy 
(617) 868-9098. $8-$18. Cute Greek cor- 


bistro. A duck confit sits atop a sauce of 
red wine and white raisins; tater tots are 
infused with truffle oil; the steamed 
| Chilean sea bass comes wrapped in a 


huge banana leaf. The chef earned his | 


stripes at Cambridge’s East Coast Grill, 
| but the feel is pure South End. Also, try 
| the connected Sister Sorel, next door. 


THEATER DISTRICT 
| FLEMING’S, 217 Stuart St., Boston, 
(617) 292-0808. $18-$50. A somewhat 


more wine, by Peter Fleming of PE 
Chang’s. Loved the bread, coffee, and 


less expensive steak house with somewhat | 


| chicken, and adored the oversize wine- | 


_ HARVARD SQUARE 


| glasses. Hated the noise. 


| PIGALLE, 75 Charles St. South, Boston, | 


| (617) 423-4944. $12-$40. A country 
French menu, maybe one Michelin star just 
| off the highway. You'll want to dress up a 


little, although once the food comes out no | 


one will notice anything else. On the open- 


ing menu, leek and goat cheese tart, vichys- | 


soise with oysters, cassoulet, poached cod, 
Calvados apple tart, and fallen chocolate 


| cake bring an Aquitaine-Hammersley’s ap- | 
| old. The new one still focuses on New 


proach against the big guns of Park Square. 
| PRAVDA 116, 116 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 482-7799. $18-$26. In the space that 
used to be the Mercury Bar, the team behind 


Blue Cat Café and Jillian’s have built almost | 


a theme restaurant for the international 


nightclub set: ritzy dining room, a 100- | 


vodka bar, and a full-fledged disco in back 
The big surprise is how good the food is 
TROQUET, 140 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 695-WINE. $23-$38. A very great 
wine bar, and a sneaky-excellent French 
dining room. While many before or after 
theater will only want small plates like the 
Sea Scallop Brandade, or the cheese plate 
and some wine, those with a full evening 
to spend will love the sirloin steak, roast 
lamb leg, potato gnocchi with wild mush- 
rooms, and the fancy desserts 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

CAFE BARAKA, 80 1/2 Pearl St. (Cam 
bridgeport), Cambridge, (617) 868-3951 
$12-$15. If North African food is the most 
underexplored Mediterranean cuisine in 
Boston, this tiny, inviting storefront is the 
corrective. The “Ultimate Vegetable Plat- 
ter” is essential; also check out the decent 
skewered entrées and inspired desserts 
Fans twirl overhead; the waitstaff is one 
guy; the chef pops out to chat 

CENTRAL KITCHEN, 567 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-5599. $16-$23. It was 
only a matter of time before Central Square, 
land of the dive bar and curry joint, got a 
hip bistro of its own. This one fits well, with 
a blue-tile bar, a chalkboard list of excellent 
bar tapas, and an adept menu of Mediter- 
ranean-tinged Americana from chef Gary 
Strack. Also, check out the fine wine list 

LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 497-4214. $10-$18 (lunch, 
$6-$10). A local favorite serving classic 
Italian fare in a large, upbeat setting 
RANGZEN, 24 Pearl St., Cambridge, (617) 
354-8881. $11-$13. Third Tibetan restau- 
rant in greater Cambridge, and a great argu- 
ment for this hearty cuisine. The complimen- 
tary fried wafers, like no-spice papadums, 
are fabulous, and so are all the fried appetiz- 
ers. Rangzen also does well with soups and 
meaty entrées, but non-Tibetans may want 
to hike over to Toscanini’s for dessert. 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE, 20 Sidney St. (Uni- 
versity Park Hotel), Cambridge, (617) 494- 
0011. $18-$23. You're looking for a place to 
go with your parents near MIT. This spiffy 
New American dining room is better than 





| your average hotel restaurant, a lot more 


stylishly decorated, and not forbiddingly 
expensive. A hanger steak is $15; the lob- 
ster is $30. The people next to you all have 
notebook computers on their table, but you 
can’t blame the management for that. 

ZUZU, 474 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
864-3278, ext. 237. $7-$15. Between the 
two storefronts of the cheap and reliable 
old Middle East is a fancy new bistro that 
takes Lebanese food in Boston to some 
new levels, especially if you order the 
grilled kebab tastes, rock shrimp with 
falafel cakes, the Middle Eastern bouilla- 
baisse, or the lovely créme caramel. For a 
lighter meal, combine some small plates 


| with one of the salads, and you'll still be 


able to dance the rest of the night away. 


| EAST CAMBRIDGE 


B-SIDE LOUNGE, 92 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge, (617) 354-0766. $14-$19. The 
new owners shined up this former dive bar 
just enough to make it feel safe for eating. 
The surprise is how good the eating is: real- 
ly spiffy versions of home-cookin’ favorites 
like fried chicken and an oyster po’ boy 
sandwich. Plus there are quirky touches, 
like free hard-boiled eggs at the bar. 
BAMBARA, 25 Edwin H. Land Blvd., 
Cambridge, (617) 868-4444. $19-$27. 
Bambara isn’t African, nor even an “Ameri- 
can brasserie” as described. It’s the restau- 
rant of a boutique hotel, the Hotel Mar- 
lowe, serving small, modern plates in a ca- 
sual, expensive context. The ringer is that 
it’s right next to the CambridgeSide Galle- 
ria, making it ideal for a drink and snack, 
especially if you happen on the mussels, 
spring-vegetable stew, or the brilliant pas- 
sion-fruit créme brilée. 

DESFINA, 202 Third St., Cambridge, 


ner restaurant in the shadow of the Cam- 
bridge courthouse. Inexpensive straight- 
shot versions of Greek-American classics. 
Don’t miss the electrically garlicky sko- 
rdalia, or the “saganaki OPA!” — a plate of 
flaming sheep’s-milk cheese. 

THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 492-4646. $21-$30. Greater 
Boston’s first Afghan restaurant, and also 
one of the finest South Asian restaurants 
we have had. Serves dishes with a seam- 
less style in a beautiful setting with fine 


| service. Vegetarians and meat-eaters will 


both be giddy with delight. 


CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 876-0999. $20-$24 (lunch, 
$8-$12). Chef Ruth-Ann Adams has taken 
the helm from Ana Sortun, who helped 
build this Harvard Square institution into 
an impressive North African-inflected 
restaurant. 

THE HARVEST, 44 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 868-2255. $24-$23. Meet 
the new Harvest, quite different from the 


England foodstuffs, but the cheffery is pro- 
fessional and poised, the flavors intrigu- 
ingly sour, and the desserts make memo- 
ries. Menu changes weekly. 

THE RED HOUSE, 95 Winthrop St., 
Cambridge, (617) 576-0605. $13-$23. 








The Red House makes a series of romantic 
settings out of an 1802 home in the heart 
of Harvard Square, and the food is reliably 
good, if not brilliant, in a New American. 
Mediterranean mode. Our highlights were 
roasted parsnip soup, cardamom-scented 
pork loin, and litchi sorbet. There’s also a 
small and so far undiscovered bar 
RIALTO, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel) 
Cambridge, (617) 661-5050. $20-$36. De 
spite the Mediterranean name and format 
it is the traditional French food that im 
presses. Hotel guests give the room an up 
and older crowd, but a less formal 
tone than you might expect lets everyone 
enjoy 

TEMPLE BAR, 1688 Mass Ave, Cam 
bridge, (617) 547-5055. $13-$20. Outra 
geously popular yupscale bar. Amid oak, 
leather, and vintage posters, Harvard Law 
kids and their profs mingle with hip young 
Cantabrigians and middle-aged bookish 
types who still populate the neighborhood 
The menu has improved significantly with 
a new chef, and who has turned its focus 
more to quality rather than quantity. There 
are inventive dishes to be had, and stand 
outs in the pasta arena 

WEST SIDE LOUNGE, 1680 Mass Ave 
Cambridge, (617) 441-5566. $14-$22 
The poshification of the Harvard-Porter 
neighborhood continues with this little 
bistro. Quite competent Mediterranean 
food, light on the meat, and a cozy bar 
that nicely walks the line between stylish 
and friendly 


INMAN SQUARE 
EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 
St., Cambridge, (617) 491-6568 
$26. Enlarged and leaning now 
premium fresh seafood, but still the great 
est place with the least pretense for barbe- 
cue, grilied meat, soulful side dishes, and 
super-spicy hot dishes, clearly labeled 
MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge, (617) 354-7536. $17.95- 
$22.95. The Brazilian contribution to bar- 
becue is churrasco rodizio, which trans- 
lates to a lot of meat for less than $20 
Roasting spits are brought to your table 
pork, beef, chicken, lamb, and more, in 
endless rotation. Other Brazilian specials 
are good, too, and the vibe is unfailingly 
friendly. 

OLE MEXICAN GRILL, 11 Springfield 
St., Cambridge, (617) 492-4495. $15 
$22. This is about as good as Mexican 
cooking gets in Boston: the fresh things 
are fresh, the fried things are crunchy, and 


scale 
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> DINING LISTINGS 


Looking for 
Miss Adventu 


To place an Erosphere 
Adult Personal call 
Micah at 617-450-8761 


Oaxaca and Veracruz 
comes through without a lot of cheesy 
Texas interference. The vibe is cheerful 
and lively, probably thanks to the excel 
lent Mexican beer list and totteringly full 
margaritas 

SWEET CHILI, 1172-1178 Cambridge 
St., Cambridge, (617) 864-4500. $7-$16 
At the time of our review, Sweet Chili was 
serving the best sushi we’d ever had in 
Cambridge. Japanese appetizers are good 
too. Ironically, the Thai food at this prima 
rily Thai restaurant is the weakest link 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 

THE BLUE ROOM, One Kendall Sq 

Cambridge, (617) 494-9034. $18-$24. A 
quietly great Cambridge restaurant, espe 

cially for desserts. Owner Steve Joanson 
respects the space’s eclectic heritage of 
seafood, big flavors, and live fire, but adds 
a French bistro sub-theme to its post-peas- 
ant dishes. Excellent service of wines by 
the glass and uniquely correct tea service 

Fierce Sunday brunch 

MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 868-2866. $3-$10. A 
loud bar full of alternative rock and two- 
tone music, not too many MIT jokes. But 
great grilled skewers, each with tortillas 
and its own lively, creative condiment on 
the side. Also fabulous burgers with real 
roast potatoes. Young, cool-looking 
crowd 

SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, (617) 
876-8444. $18-$28. This tiny space has 
been home to a series of inventive bistros 
over the years, and the current occupant 
is charming and consistent. The food is 
New American with an Eastern European 
influence; when we visited in the fall, that 
meant excellent Ukrainian dumplings 
with a lovely roasted lamb loin 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 

ASPASIA, 377 Walden St., Cambridge, 
(617) 864-4745. $22-$28. Who says size 
matters? This tiny room bangs out bistro 
food that would do a downtown restau- 
rant proud. The mostly Mediterranean 
flavors are big but not overblown: a 
sharp, crisp salad of pear and endive leads 
into a meal of truffled risotto or grilled 
rack of lamb. Coffee at the end comes in a 
little French press. Cute 

FRANK’S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 661-0666. $8-$20 
The oldest steakhouse in Massachusetts, 
as far as anyone knows. After a period as 
a blond-wood '70s eatery, this has trans- 


the cooking of 

















back dark red 


to the 
meat emporium it was when Tip O'Neill 


formed partway 
hung out here. You can certainly order 
chicken, but be warned: the motto is 
‘Home of the Boneless Sirloin Sizzling 
Platter.” 


PORTER SQUARE 

BUZKASHI, 2088 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 876-8664. $11-$17. Cambridge's 
second-best Afghan restaurant is still very 
good, especially if you like things a little 
spicier, or want to bring in your own beer 
and wine (no license). Don't miss the veg 
etarian aushak appetizer, anything with 
spinach or pumpkin, the dwopiaza ver- 
sion of grilled lamb in sauce, or the rice 
pudding. As at the Helmand, there is lots 
for vegans here, some of it quite good 


AQUITAINE BIS, 11 Boylston Street 
(lower Chestnut Hill Mall), Chestnut Hill, 
(617) 734-8400. $19.50-$30. Aquitaine 
at the lower Chestnut Hill Mall has the 
same format and faves as the popular 
South End bistro, and will be just as big a 
hit. If you missed the first 170 years of 
America’s love of French food, you can 
catch right up with Belgian endive salad 
gruyeére tart, steak frites, seared duck 
steak, warm chocolate pudding cake, 
chocolate mousse, and caramelized bread 
pudding. Dress up a little — it’s a French 
restaurant 

GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, (617) 566-9688. $11-$44 
Arguably the best sushi bar in Boston, cer- 
tainly one of the most avant-garde, yet 
well-grounded in tradition, as evidenced 
by the more than 20 brands of sake, the 
wide range of cooked appetizers, and the 
solid tempura and teriyaki. Somewhat 
random service won't bother those who 
come in expecting to share tastes 

JAE’S GRILL, 1223 Beacon St., Brook- 
line, (617) 739-0000. $9-$20. For those 
familiar with Jae’s hip, inexpensive Asian- 
fusion menus, it may seem like he has 
taken over a steakhouse and doesn’t want 
to offend the old clientele. The good news 
is you can get Jae’s flavors in the appetiz- 
ers, and your elderly aunt from Peoria can 
order off the entrée list. Also a swell raw 
bar/wine bar. Now serving sushi 
KAYUGA, 1030 Comm Ave, Brookline, 
(617) 566-8888. $10-$15 (lunch, $6- 
$12). Yet another Japanese-Korean sushi 
bar, but more authentic than most. We 


liked the sushi better than the sashimi 
and also the lunchtime bento box, the del 
icate gyoza, the cooked entrées, and the 
achingly mochi ice cream for 
dessert and grab the 
semi-private screened rooms, with wells 
below the low tables so you don't have to 


fold your legs and stress the knees 


sweet 


Dress as you are, 


LUCY’S, 242 Harvard St., Brookline, 
(617) 232-LUCY. $15-$24. With a new 
chef, Lucy’s has moved from no-fat to 
low-fat with terrific results. This is now 


the perfect bistro for Coolidge Corner 
comfortable, women-friendly, subdued 
and yet with some outstanding dishes like 
the sancocho, the ostrich stroganoff (trust 
us here), the gourmet pizzas, and the 
chocolate torte for loud 
enough for a youth bar, so dress up a lit 
tle 

TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St., 
Brookline, (617) 277-8272. $10-$15. The 
most modern Spanish tapas place in the 
city may also be the most authentic: there 
really are no dinners per se, and the food 
is tuned salty and small to complement 
the dry sherries of Spain. A great evening 
if you like this kind of eating, and better if 
you connect early and often with the 
grilled asparagus, white anchovies, pollo 
en pepitoria, shrimp in garlic oil, or the 
cheese platter 

WASHINGTON SQUARE TAVERN, 
914 Washington St. (Washington Square) 
Brookline, (617) 232-8989. $16-$19 
Loud and dark, with very effective food 
either without beer wine 
Don’t miss anything roasted, nor the pilaf 
type dishes. There are no desserts, but 
there’s a bakery across the street 
ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, (617) 975-0075. $7 
$13. Despite the name, a very un-nostal 
gic, postmodern kind of delicatessen with 
generally excellent food and very reason- 
able desserts. Un-nostalgic means low-fat 
pastrami, chicken soup, and such, but also 
glorious corned beef, whitefish salad not 
to have to die for, and house-baked 
desserts. Breakfast is served all day. 


BAKER’S BEST, 27 Lincoln St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 332-4588. $8-$22. The 
wildly popular caterer and lunch spot has 
added a five-night bistro, and this is good 
news for palate and wallet. Daily fish and 
pasta specials have been superior, with 
crab cakes and a “signature” meat loaf 


dessert. Not 


with or and 


" THE BOSTON PHOEN 


every night. Excellent coffees and deli- 
style desserts 

THE CHEESECAKE FACTORY, 300 
Boylston St Atrium Mall), Newton, 
617) 964-3001. $9-$27. The Chestnut 
Hill Atrium Mall's version of a 34-unit 
nationwide chain, the Cheesecake Facto 
ry brings a bit of Beverly Hills Egypto 
deco to what is really an updated Jack 
and Marion’s, giant deli. Everything 
imaginable is on the menu in portions 
you'll have to take home, s« 
might be to have a big appetizer like the 
Vietnamese summer rolls and split some 
thing like a Kahlta-almond-fudge 
cheese ake 

CHUNG SHIN YUAN, 183 California 
St Newton, (617) 964-0111. $8-$14 
(brunch). Weekdays, this is another run 
of-the-mill Mandarin/Szechuan restau 
rant. But the Taiwanese brunch here on 
Saturdays and Sundays 
kept secret. Line up by 
11:30 opening and enjoy jellyfish salad 
(better than it sounds), steamed pork 
dumplings, and fried bread dipped in a 
bowl of sweet soy milk 

JAMJULI, 1203 Walnut St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 965-5655. $7-$15 
Beautiful and innovative Thai restaurant 
despite its suburban location just off 
Route 9. Dress casually but dine like an 
emperor. The hot curries are good, and so 
are the bland dishes, but the musts are 
soups, mee grob, and the “Superior Duck’ 
(it is!) 

KOUZINA, 1649 Beacon St 


one strategy 


; Newton's best 
11:15 for the 











(617) 558-7677. $15-$24. Is it a bistro? Is 
it a family restaurant? What is a trained 
chef doing with Greek dishes out in 


Waban? Well, making some neat dinner 
where the kids can I 
entrée and the gourmets can bliss 
codfish lamb choy 5, 
seafood cannelloni, a great bread pud 
ding, and chocolate pot de créme to end 
‘em all 

LUMIERE, 1293 Washington St., West 
Newton, (617) 244-9199. $20-$29. For 
something described as a bistro, Lumiére 
looks and sounds the part, but aspires to 
finer food and prices. So we see pretty 
well-dressed people eating pretty posh 
food soups and seared sea scallops 
were some early winners and feeling 
rather Parisian. Although you find it 
across from the West Newton Cinema, a 
meal at Lumiére is so far too serious to 
add to an evening of film-going. Closed 
until evening 





ave a plzZZa OF pasta 
yut on 


cakes, porterhous¢ 


Boston Fitness & Swim Club 
DECEMBER SPECIAL 


commit 10 GET FIT THIS WINTER 


39 Dalton Street, Boston, MA 02199 (617)375-6512 


www.mhcclubs.com 


(Located on the fifth floor of the Sheraton Boston Hotel) 


$ 0 DOWN (REG. $199) 
$ 599/YEAR (REG. $799) 


*PLUS ONE MONTH FREE* 
Add a second person only $399 


LARGEST INDOOR/OUTDOOR POOL WITH RETRACTABLE ROOFTOP 


Customized Personal Training Programs 
/ Aqua Aerobics / Pool Side Dining 
Sauna / Jacuzzi / Open Air Sun Deck / Free Weights 
Flex Equipment / Elliptical Cross Trainers / Life Cycles / Treadmills 
Stairmasters / Rowing Machine / Locker Rooms/All Amenities Included 
Towel Service / Access to All Six MHC Health Clubs 


GET MOTIVATED, STAY MOTIVATED 





DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
(617) 661-3254. $19-$25 (entrées); $3- 
$7.50 (tapas). A rare (and crowded) out 
post for Spanish-from-Spain cooking. Tapas 
capture the tone and savor of the original, 
from slices of potato omelet and fresh an- 
chovy fillets to garlicky potato salad and 
sautéed portobello mushrooms. Starting at 
$3.50 a pop, you can afford to experiment 
DIVA, 246 Elm St. (Davis Square) 
Somerville, (617) 629-4963. $10-$17. It’s 
flashy and it’s pricey. The high points are the 
tasty grilled specials and the best lassi we've 
ever had, but otherwise this new restaurant 
from the owners of Kashmir is more good 
than exceptional and plagued, at least 
initially, with service problems. Still, a great 
interior counts for something, as does side- 
walk seating in summertime 

EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (Powderhous« 


Square), Somerville, (617) 666-8282. $7 
$11. A tiny, out-of-the-way place with 
great, great Asian food. The menu is North 
Chinese and Thai, but the keynote is loving 


treatment of basic ingredients in dishes like 
hili eggplant, King’s tofu, peninsula or 
mango chicken, and spicy squid 

EVOO, 118 Beacon St., Somerville 
661-3866. $19-$28. Chef Peter McCarthy 
late of the Bostonian Hotel, boldly open: 
Somerville’s most expensive restaurant 
and the foodie stampede begins. When 
he’s on, he’s on: lobster-pumpkin bisque 
tea-smoked, mint-cured lamb rack, and 


1 Mair 10n fillet all show spark 


(617) 






grille 











and substance. But the fast-and-loose ay 
proach to ethnic idic means the food 
isn't always a nt as the sculptural 


presentation w ive you believe 





REDBONES, 55 Chester St Davis 
Square), Somerville, (617) 628-2200. $6 
$18 (lunch, $4-$7; all-you-can-eat ribs 
and chicken, $7-$9). Big food for big guys 


Loud and bright and legendary for barbe 
cued, grilled, and smoked things, hoofed 
or otherwise. The Arkansas ribs are phe 
nomenal; so are the Buffalo shrimp. Try 
the corn pudding to start. The wait is long 
but worth it. Cash and checks only 
VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway (Sulli 
van Square), Somerville, (617) 628-1921 
$11-$25. Behind a convenience store called 
Vinny’s Superette lurks this den of pure 
East underworld 
chops and profuse pasta served on red-and 
white-check tablecloths, and more antipasti 
than you can shake a stick at. Try the amaz 
ing pork chop in vinegar-pepper sauce 





Somerville cool. Great 
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To place your Erosphere Personal, 


cal 617-859-3383 


REESE 
Women Seeking 
Men 





MALE OR FEMALE, YOUR 
Minne 





DAMN | STAY WET 


7144 


NAUGHTINESS 





NOT YOUR AVERAGE 
DOMME 











BIG. Gri. WANTS TO LEARN 


want to show me the 






thing as long as it is 


discreet. | am ooki 





LITTLE GIRL LOST | 
ke tea parties 
with my stuff 








BONDAGE PREAK 


am a very outgo 






na 
MN] 








LOOKING some ves 
tO giv ause air 
receiver. 1312 (exp 1 


Puerto Rican beaut 
young lover, 18-2 
age, to learn how tc 
woman and please her in every 
way possible.%1112 (exp 


5 
2) 








LOOKING FORA 


SPANKER 
Beautiful, bossy, slim-waisted 
hispanic female, aged 31, is 
ooking for a buff, and funny 











man to spank me. | am open to 
other M activities as well 
4277 (exp 2/3/5 





KURIOUS KITTY 


PLAY WITH ME PLEASE 


| WANT TO BE YOUR 
_KEYHOLDER 


dom nant lady 






fa real natu 
sive partner in my 
area. | am looking for a sub 


missive partner who, is D/D free 





BLACK BBW SEEKS WM 
5, with short dark hair 
and dark skin, easy 
going funny, and never mar- 
ried. | am look ng to meet and 
date a white single, divorced or 
widowed white male only. | like 
a man who is funny intelligent 
affectionate easy going playfu 
energetic, ar ng to find a 











lady to date for a real relation- 
ship, possibly leading to LTR 
9761 (exp 1 

sage NEEDS MORE 


us woman 








Horny 





| AM GORGEOUS 
just wanted to try this. | love 
dark skinned guys | have a 
| 


great ass, fit, tall, dark, and 
yummy. | want someone who 
doesn't do this a lot, but maybe 
tried it cause they were bored 
ike me. 1352 (exp 1/6/5) 


GENTLEMEN: 
Are you searching for a com 
panion, playmate/mistress? 
Open-minded, discreet, very at 
tractive female is looking for 
you. Be mature, clean, gener- 
replies only.® 


y 








ous. Sincere 





1173 (exp 1/13/5 

WATCH ME WATCH YOU 
f you are hot, sexy and adven 
turous my beautiful blue eyes 
want to watcn you Pad am a 
voyeuristic WF. 34, 5'2”. If you 
ke to be watched then please 
message. 74437 








leave me a 


exp 1/13/5 


THE THINGS | CAN DO 
WITH MY LEGS 





true. 24474 (exp 1 


| NEED A MASSAGE 
Sexy, tall, tanned, 36, long 

de hair, seeks financially 
ecure gentleman to pamper 
me. Ready for your massage 


1105 (exp 1/13/05 








Mon - Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 


BRIANNA 
Sexy, black Barbie doll, looking 
for a discreet sexual encounter. 
38DD, 24, 38. Ebony brown 
skin with a soft touch. Looking 
to have fun. 9596 (exp 1/20/5) 





| WANT TO BE YOUR 
KEYHOLDER 


am serious, dominant lady 





CUM ON ME 


Tove 


UNDER SEXED 













ut. | war ul 
ard. M9896 (exp 2/1 


| I NEED DISCIPLINE 


ooking for 








nght have eve 
r every casion and 
a “comers, Diack, white or 
Asian; | can be gentle or | can 
be rough just bend over boy- 
friend and show me your mu 

Whether you have experi 
or not | know we'll both 
a lot. 9625 (exp 1/5/05 















SENSUOUS AND SEXY 
Fun-loving, attractive, long 
blond hair, petite hourglas ; 
ure seeks financially secure 
kind, business executive type 
for mutually, beneficial relation- 
ship. Please be serious-mind 
ed, clean and discreet. 19057 







(exp 1/13/5) 


A BRIEF ENCOUNTER 

am a gorgeous brunette, pe- 
tite, with a tight body (I go 
mountain biking daily). | like to 
meet people and have fun. | en- 
Oy nights out, candielit dinners 
and relaxing in a jacuzzi tub 
Seeking financially secure gen- 
tleman. Sincerity and kindness 
are a definite plus. 3628 (exp 


27/3) 


WHAT AM | DOING? 

have no idea what | am doing 
here - | am pretty much a loner 
by choice. Being an artist this is 
pretty much a given. but | have 
these urges. | love independent 
and intelligent people. Please 
do not respond if you do not 
shower or are looking for some- 
one to pay your bills or be your 
mommy. 1234 (exp 2/10/05) 


SUB/SWITCH LOOKING 
FOR DOM 

Very large breasted, 56-year 
old woman. Uninhibited and 
sensual, | am into bondage, D 
Ss, edge play. Looking for a tall 
intelligent, open-minded 50-60 
year old man who will try any- 
thing. 1031 (exp 2/10/05) 


COME FIND ME 
24 yr old, 5'7", foxy brunette 
with perfect breasts seeks a tall 
long-haired man into bondage. 
One of my main fetishes in- 
cludes biting, but |'m very open- 
minded and want to indulge 
your fantasies as well. 11041 


exp 2/10/05) 

MISTRESS ANGELINA 
Ebony domina seeking sub- 
missive for lifestyle play. 24/7 
ive in submissive welcome.® 
9232 (exp 1/13/5) 

ATTRACTIVE, 


INTELLIGENT, ASSERTIVE 
_ BOTTOM 













y open t 
new things 

meone 25-35 
d in the S/M scene 
ded, safe, and trus 
Fun personality a must! 1 179 








exp 2/5/05) 





adult 





To listen or respond, 


cal 900-787-0814 


Call costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. 
Metro Boston? Call 617.976.7587 


See more Adult Personals ¢ Check out the complete Erosphere section in our weekly ‘Adult’ supplement * * 


LARGE MEN AND 
DOCTORS 

have these constant fantasies 
of being a catholic school girl & 
the older men in my life intro 
duce me to sex through pun- 
shment for a missed homework 
assignment. | also like the idea 
that my care giver would bring 
me to the doctors for a check up 
and | would be fully examined 
Maybe | would need an 









OCEAN ROMANCE 


attractiv 











3. 74089 (exp 


SASSY, SEXY WOMAN 
SEEKS... 





SEXY, TALL, SINGLE 


Kinky, fun SWF, 32, 59”, brown 






hair, blue eyes, great bi 
Seeking tall, built, honest guy 
into BDSM, D/s and kink. 


4416 (exp 1/15/05 
HOT WET BRIT GIRL 


Attractive college student from 
England, 24, new to Boston 
‘sagt rough, aggressive sex 
m 5'6", 110 Ibs, nice body 
black hair, green eyes. in need 
of a big strong man to take me 
roughly every which way we 
can dream up. Sex with strang- 
ers is a big turn on for me. @ 


67 (exp 1/12/05 


9567 
MISTRESS SCARLET 

Enter the den of this bodacious 
dominant SWF, 45, with red 
hair and green eyes. Become 
acquainted with my wardrobe 
on you Sip my sweet tea; be 
ready to obey my every com- 
mand. Taste my cream till you 
want to scream. Will train be- 
ginners. Cross dressers/foot 
worship welcome. 9688 (exp 


01/07/05) 


Oo 


Attractive, sexy SWF, 32, 5'5 
brunette, nice body, 34C. Seeks 
SWM, 30+, for reciprocal oral 
fun, possible LTR. Enjoys exhi- 
bitionism. 4089 (exp: 12/30 
05 





re) 


ORALLY PLEASE ME 

| am a sexy 32 yr old MWF with 
nice breasts and long golden 
locks. My sex life has been lack- 
ing in recent eg - | love re- 
ceiving oral but my husband 
thinks it’s dirty. | have a beauti- 
ful shaven haven and would 
love for someone to appreciate 
it. Reciprocation offered. Inter- 
est in possible further sexual 
exploration. 9566 (exp 1/18 
9) 


CHARMING BEAUTY 
27-year-old single student/ad- 
ministrative assistant in SE 
Mass area. | enjoy fine dining 
shopping, long drives by the 
ocean, motor yachting, fund- 
raising events, feeding my vo- 
racious appetite for reading and 
at the end of the day a hot soak 
in a steaming bubblebath after 
a professional hot rock mas- 
sage. |'m interested in taking up 
golt and joining a health club. If 
you're a mature, distinguished 
gentleman, 45-85, live in/travel 
to my area, have the same life- 
Style | do, want to share it with a 
ady, and you are looking to 
treat a woman like a princess 
will love me. 4800 (exp:1 





BIGGER THE BETTER 
Sexy, dark-eyed female, 24 

1", dark-skinned, 14 
ed on by a well-buil 
30 Must be well c 
6"+, also romantic, N/S. 9237 


1/70 


exp. 1/7/05 












a 
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BEAUTIFUL, SEXY 
EUROPEAN 
Model-type, blonde, 27 years 
old, loves traveling, restaurants. 
shopping, theatre. Looking for 
mature white gentleman for mu- 
tually beneficial relationship 

9053(exp. 1/7/05 


COME ONE, COME ALL 
Vivacious young blonde into 
schooigirl play. i hot lady in 
search of M/F Dominants with a 
strict sensibility and flair for ad 






venture. Please be 18 
1051 (exp 01/11/05 


TEACH ME TONIGHT, 
PLEASE 


FOOT VIXEN 


t whose 


YOU "CANNOT IMAGINE 
tive spontaneo us SWF 
31, brown hair and eyes seeks 
serious, sexy, honest SWM, 31- 
41, 5'7"+, who is romantic and 
enjoys role play and dirty talk 


9852 (exp 1/6/5) 


SWEET, SEXY NYMPHO 
Sexy, dark- ee Hispanic fe- 
male, 25, 5'5", with wynne 
goes licy. Into spankings 
tickling, toys and more. If youre 
a tall, wild, attractive man who's 
very oral and thinks he can 
keep up, let me fulfil your fan- 
tasies. 9853 (exp 3/01/05) 


SARDONIC SWEETIE PIE 
27-year-old redhead with big 
brown eyes, giant natural 
breasts, and a desire to please 
you. Please be a smart, literate 
geek who wears leather, likes 
Cats, into D/s, spanking, anal 
and oral. | just want to make 
you happy!'%4467 (exp 1/13) 


COME GET A TASTE 
Smart — -minded girl pat 
to see who bites! 31 yr old ret 
head with a fiery temper and 
cutting sense of humor seeks 
honest, adventurous, confident 


male. 4426 (exp:01/07/05) 


COCOA SENSATION 
| am a statuesque SBF, 27 
6'2", with beautiful long legs. | 
am outgoing, inventive and fun 
and | love to both watch and 
play. | would like to meet a tall 
tun, flirty guy with a nice bod 
race unimportant. 24450 


(exp:01/07/05) 
PRR 
Men Seeking 
Women 


HANDSOME AND HORNY 
Handsome and horny, healthy 
middle-aged male looking for 
horny healthy middle-aged 
woman for afternoon matinees 
Must be clean, healthy, and like 
to give and receive oral. Ana! a 

lus, but not a must. North of 

oston but will travel. Your 
place 


NOTE WORTHY 
Attractive SWM, 6’, brown hair 
hazel eyes.| have a passion for 
music, arts & other cultures 
Seeking attractive SAF or SWF 
( open to all races) to experi- 
ence ail life has to offer.® 


1258(exp;1/7 


HIGH NOON 

Secure, attentive and attractive 
professional man (WM 50's) 
seeks playful, pretty, petite 
woman (2 20s- 30's) for lunch- 
time or afternoon liaisons mu- 
tually rewarding kind. HT/WT 
proportionate and D/D free. ® 
1400 (exp 1/20/5) 


ORAL 

White male, mid 40s, physically 
fit, and loves to orally please 
Take ahold and pull me in, until 
| look up and see the look on 
your face. Will net stop. Wil! ab 
soiutely respect all limits. Let 
me worship at the alter. Call me 
for totally discreet pleasure. @ 
1397 (exp 1/28/5) 





















LOOKING FOR A GOOD 
GUY? 

If you like motorcycle rides and 
more,then lets meet. | am a N. 
S, active, athletic, good looking 
happy, outgoing, romantic, sex- 
ually adventurous, single, re- 
spectful & trusting 43 year old 
professional. I'm seeking a N/S 
athletic, outgoing, trusting, re- 
spectful woman for adventure 
fun, and more. Join me and my 
new puppy for walks around 
Boston. 9967 (exp 1/28/5 


SUGAR DADDIES 
Young, handsome, wealthy 
jocks, seek discreet, pretty, fit 
college fema les, 20-26, for sen 





ngs en 





ato als. T 
INTELLECTUALLY 


CRISP 


SIDE? 








Take a chance. You'll be 
0 antly surprised. South 
Shore, Cape Cod area. 9840 
exp 2/10/5) 


SHOOTING BLANKS 
SWM Bisexual, 35, black 
brown, into yoga, martial arts 
movies, books, adult ed class- 
es, most outdoor activities from 
May-Nov. Seeks Asian or white 
non Hispanic male or female 
18-35. I'm infertile, so I’m per 
fect if you don't want kids. & 
1391 (1/20/5) 


BARE BOTTOM 
Well-traveled, ivy-educated 
WM, 45, seeks mature 
imaginative, mischievous 
lady with a penchant for 
erotic spankings. | fancy hu- 
mor, singularity, and the 
edges of life. You should be 


proper and sane but spirit- 
ed and romantic, with a will- 
ingness to share your se- 
crets and bare your 
proud,pretty bottom to a 


trusting experienced hand 
8981 (exp 1/13/5) 





CHRISTMAS BILLS 
Have got you down? If you're a 
trim coed, grad student or sin- 
gle mom, this generous 50 y/o 
gentleman would like to meet 
for mutually rewarding times. 
1254(exp: 12/30) 


Blonde, blue eyed, SWM look- 
ing for large women over 200 
Ibs. | love to please you. Large 
breasts, large ass. All calls an- 
swered. | can't wait! 21262 
(exp 01/07) 


Many of the ads in this 
section are Courtesy of 


Aweb site where men meet 
men. For complete profiles 
and photos go to 


www.m4m-usa.com 
This site has one purpose... 
..to help you get off now! 


KEEP IN SHAPE? 
You work out and keep in 
shape? You're good-look- 
ing, athletic, 100% mascu- 
line (straight/curious) white 
male, but feeling under ap- 
preciated or too busy to 
meet people? Hmm... This 
good-looking, quality, totally 
discreet white male, 33, of- 
fers no strings, massage 
body worship, attention 
Must be safe, young, fit 
cleancut, open-minded. & 


9985 (exp 1/6) 













Phoenix 


persoiia 





WWW.Brosphere. com 


To listen or respond using your credit card, 


call 800-314-7958 






24, LAID BACK, AND 
OUTGOING 
Looking to meet new friends 
and take it from there. | am laid 
back and love to spend time go- 
ing out with friends. | am seek- 
ing someone similar to me to 
have fun and take it easy. & 


1473 (exp 1/20) 
LITTLE GUY FOR FUN 


m home in Ri for a few weeks 
looking for fun! Anyone looking 
for a nice, no hassle guy? | am 
very open-minded. | am looking 
for either one on one or an intro 
into the group scene. 11442 


exp 1/6) 
YOUNG ROOKIE 


Hot young bi-c 


Stor oe 





discreet be 
know 1444 tem 





NO HEAD GAMES 
a 44-year-old WM looking 
ple for fun 
learn and try 
‘e my sexua’ 


SEARCHING ON THE 


SEACOAST 
9 ing for fun 
ae as 
Ke me 


O just want have 
Then maybe we 


safe fun? 
should talk. 1448 (exp 1/20 


SUBMIT TO MY 

SUBMISSION 
am a somewhat traveled 
southern transplant to Connec- 
ticut. Into trying anything once. 
am personable and accommo- 
dating, especially very fearless. 
| seek honest and adventurous 
types to build life experiences 
with. | have a very wide and 
deep appreciation for beauty in 
all sorts of people, but intelli- 
gence, and wisdom are by far 
my biggest turn-ons, 1471 


(exp 1/20) 


ARE YOU A REAL MAN? 
34 yrs. old, average build, some 
hair on my chest. | am not very 
experienced so looking for 
someone to take control. | love 
giving oral sex. | love the feeling 
of sucking, so expect me to take 
control of it. No reciprocation 
needed if you don’t want to 
Tops only for anal. 1435 (exp 


1/6/5) 


BI GUY NEW TO METRO 
WEST 
BiWM, 32, bottom, 5'9”, 185ibs, 
brown/brown, 34”w, 44’ch, 6”c 
oral, anal, shower sex, sub 
Looking for an older Bi or 
GW\M, top, aggressive, verbal 
no pain, H/W proportionate. No 
fats, fems or big bears. 71436 


(exp 1/6/5) 


GWM FOR GBM OR HM 
I'm 6'1", blonde/blue, Irish/Eng- 
lish/Sicilian, average build. Pro- 
fessional man with a BA in Ec- 
onomics. | am looking to meet 
available Black/Latino Profes- 
sionals for a connection or pos- 
sible dating. #1439 (exp 1/13 


5) 
eres: 


TR AIRE SIUM AE 
LIFE IS FOR MAKING 
LOVE 
People say !'m quiet but in the 
bed room |'m pa newad and 
love all kinds of straight sex, 
Want someone who | may be 
friends with both in and out of 
the bedroom, D/D free as | am 
| like all kinds of sex and would 
like a partner who also does. 


1472 (exp 1/20) 


LOOKING TO LEARN 
Experienced Mistress wanted 
for —— roo AY 
the B&D and possibly S&M 
scene with a new sub. Gentle- 
ness and understanding, lot of 
patience and respect. Take it 
slow, e-mail exchange and chat 
before moving to play. Trust- 
worthy. 1447 (exp 1/20) 


VOLUPTUOUS SBF 
Large, very voluptuous 
SBF, seeking very single 
women, 20-41, who are 


very very sexually adven- 
turous and experimental 
4223 (exp 1/20/5) 










i=) 


S & M SESSION PLEASE 
43-year-old MWF looking for a 
first time relationship with a 
woman where my husband can 
watch. | am 5’9” with long red 
hair, 36-29-38. | am submissive 
like toys, strap ons, spanking 
and oral. Be 35-50, attractive 
and experienced. No profes- 
sionals please. Look forward to 
hearing from you. 1389 (exp 


1/20/5) 


WHEN | WANT IT 
| am Bisexual who loves to have 
sex with men and women. | 
have a boyfriend but | need 
something a little more exciting 
| don't want a long term rela- 
onship, | just want to be able to 





_ THE RIGHT gga 


meeting 





honest a 318 (exp 1 6/5 5 


Couples_ 


PROV. COUPLE SEEKS 
FEMALE 


We are very sexual 






y about inviting a woman 
our bedroom. We are look- 
ing for a discreet, hot and horny 
ung woman who 
eet up for some 
safe fun. 1474 (exp 1/20) 


DISCREET ENCOUNTERS 

am 48, MM looking 
women or couples 44-55, for no 
attachment fun. 1470 (exp 1 
20) 


SUBMISSIVE PLEASURE 
We are a couple looking for a 
submissive female for play, i.e 
anything goes We're looking 
for an athletic type, soft curvy, 
hair, eye color doesn’t matter 
Please be Caucasian and ob- 
viously clean, and willing to 
submit herself for our pleasure. 


11440 (exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE SEEKS ROUTINE 
PLAYMATE(S) 
We are a very sane, relaxed 
couple that love everything 
sexual! We like building a spe- 
cial sexual friendship with 
someone that allows us to ex- 
plore and have fun whenever 
the mood strikes. Nothing beats 
watching your spouse get off - 
especially with the same sex 
Bi-curious are invited. 81433 


(exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE SEEKING THIRD 
Fit, white collar, early thirties 
couple. Highly educated, lives 

joston area. Attractive, dis- 
creet female to share intimate 


encounters. 1434 (exp 1/6/5) 


AND THEN THERE WERE 3 
Us: ‘normal’ straight couple 
peo live a little on the wild 
side. Clean and discreet, you 
be the same. This can’t be 
stressed enough. We are look- 
ing for a woman who can go 
from friend to partner and then 
back to friend. Understanding 
we are NEW at this. No pros! 
No men! 1437 (exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE OR MALE 
Happily MC looking for another 
adventurous couple to share 
the journey with us. She is a 
BBW. Your must a couple or a 
select single submissive male 


1432 (exp 1/13/5) 





to meet 





FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. Cou- 
ples and single women in- 
vited. N/S, casual and sen- 


sual atmosphere. (Jewish 
couples or ladies, there will 
be a special party on X-mas 
night.) 28258 (exp 1/6/5) 


PATIENTLY WAITING 
Seductive, sensual couple in 
great shape and health seek bi- 
sexual men and women, 25+, 
and cross dressers for role play, 
oral, anal and spankings. mm 
be drug and alcohol free 


4438 (exp 1/27/5) 


SEDUCE US 

We are a happily married 
couple. He works and goes to 
college, she works and will be 
back in schoo! next fall. We are 
seeking women, aged 27-35 
= to do almost anythin 

She loves to watch him wit 
others and participate from time 
to time. No commitments, just 
sex and fun. Please, no drugs 
We practice safe sex at all 


times. 21359 (exp 1/6/5) 





WE WANT THE RIGHT 
COUPLE 
Married ome, exercise regu- 
larly, SM, Bi mee | for good 
old-fashioned fun with the right 
people. Passionate, open-mind- 
ed, and spontaneous. Looking 
for a couple that is siricere, hon- 
est, an py pening a 
friendship. No BiMs please, but 


BiF a plus! 29651 (exp 2/24/5) 


MARRIED WHITE COUPLE 
MWC, he’s 56, bi, she’s 50 
small, petite, in search of black 
gentleman who is in shape, bi 
and well endowed to join us. 30 
miles north of Boston area. & 
1110 (exp 1/20/5) 


COUPLES 


Couples i s ee females 






BDSM play. Be U 
slave! Whips. flogging part 
Cal We > experienced 
and dowr arth people 
Honesty is respected. 1066 
(exp 2/10) 


What's Your 
Pleasure 


LOOKING FOR MS SEXY 

| am a mature WM who is en- 
thralled by the sight of a sexy 
TV/TS. | become very sexually 
and want to have 
ing for a passionate 
built TV/TS who en- 
the pleasures of a good 
health relationship. @ 


1446 (exp 1 20 
HERE GOES NOTHING 


I'm looking for some fun times 
with a cast looking passable 
tranny, hopefully on hormones 
with breasts but not exactly nec- 
essary. I'm a SWM, fit, attrac- 
tive, clean, no STDs, and play 
safe. You be too. Let's trade 


pictures. 11469 (exp 1/20) 


TALL BODYBUILDER 
Hot body builder.Seeks finan- 
cially stable men for hot fun 
Currently in college. @ 


1250(exp:1/7) 


S.E. MASS TV 
SW bi-tv, 45, long grown hair 
Looking to meet attractive SF or 


TV for possible Itr.® 
1261(exp:01/14/05) 















HELP ME BE TRANS 
| am a male looking to be- 
come a transexual. | need 
someone who can get me 
dressed up and maybe 
even have some fun. | live 


in Everett and | am 18 
years old. | like to have sex 
with other transexuals and 


even other men. M9892 


(exp 1/13/5) 





CUDDLY GUY FOR TV/TS 
| am a little cuddly guy lookin 
for fun times. | am safe ani 
sane. | am looking for a TV or 
TS for fun times. Non-smoking 
is preferred but will tolerate it 
for the right girl. 21438 (exp 1 


13/5) 


LOADS OF SATIN 

| need to find a TV to have fun 
with. | am 25, into some dress- 
ing up. | like satin pantyhose. 
smoking, etc. Into real time 
meetings for rubbing and kiss- 
ing episodes. 21307 (exp 1/6 
5) 


GENDER DOESN'T 
MATTER 
Most of my friends would say | 
have an easy-going personality. 
| love sex with any sex. | like my 
— to tell me what they 
ke in the bedroom. | enjoy one 


on one or a 3way or a group 
1305 (exp 12/30) 


MEN AND WOMEN 
| would like to meet new men 
and women, get together some- 
times and have good clean sex. 
| would like to try having sex 
with a man since | never had 
before. Also some fun with oth- 
er women with no strings at- 
tached. 1242 (exp 12/30) 


LET’S DO IT RIGHT 
39-year-old, looking for both 
male/female sex partners. | love 
to give and receive oral and | 
would love to receive anal for 
the first time. | like the feeling of 
a man/she-male. 21300 (exp 


1/13/5) 


TELL ME WHAT TO DO 
MWM who is very bi curious. | 
like to be told what to do in bed 
Looking for TV, pre-op to ex- 
periment with on a regular ba- 
sis. Cannot host but willing to 


travel. 1304 (exp 12/30) 
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THE BOS vax 


Www. phoenixpeople.com 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To listen and respond 


617-450-8620 


using your credit card call 
from any phone. 





M - Male ¢ F - Female « S - Single ¢ D - Divorced ¢ Wi - 


PASSIONATE & INTELLIGENT 
SWF, 49, 5’5”, bionde/biue, fit 
shapely, active, seeks lifemate to 
share intelligent conversation, trav- 
el, discovery of other cultures, out- 
door enjoyment. Please be inter- 
ested in above, nonsmoker, an 
honest gentleman. #9549873 

A MUST DO 

SWF, 65, 5'8”, N/S, attractive, well- 
groomed, active, caring, thought- 
ful, considerate, enjoys fun, laugh- 
ter seeks SWM, 75-78, N/S, for 
friendship, possible romance 
7532517 

SEEKING SOULMATE 
Sexy, single, Jewish female, 37 
searching for the love of my life 
Multiple interests including read 
ing, cooking, listening to music. Sc 
what are you waiting for? Ime 
now! | hope you're out there some 
where. 49537768 

EASYGOING 

WWF, 67, 5'2”, 120ibs, brown 
brown, likes movies, eating out and 
traveling, long drives. Seeking 
someone for companionship and 
maybe more, WWM, 65-68, hon- 
est, outgoing, trustworthy with a 
sense of humor. %?556270 

FAMILY-ORIENTED 
SBF, 27, with a child, full-time stu- 
dent, employed full-time, Pisces 
N/S, loves movies. Seeking WM 
29-49. 7550543 

CIRCLE THIS AD 
This WF, 25, no children, feels that 
there is nothing sexier than an 
independent, smart guy, 21-32 
who radiates confidence. Is that 
you? %580276 

LOVING/UNCONVENTIONAL 
Loving, unconventional, emotional- 
ly healthy artist, writer, traveler and 
educator, spiritual, steady, lovely 
British-Jamaican, young 40s, 5’6” 
slender, passionate, joyful, musi- 
cal. Loves wilderness/city walks, 
animals, meditation, painting, poet- 
ry, galleries. Looking for compati- 
ble, creative, educated, healthy 
man with inquiring mind, coura- 
geous heart. #202782 

BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY... 
sexy professional female, 36, Lib- 
ra, non-smoker, never married, no 
kids, seeks well-educated, atten- 
tive, affectionate, romantic profes- 
sional man, 28-42, non-smoker. 
2748297 

COULD IT BE ME? 
WF, early 40s, is looking to meet, a 
friend, 40-56, with whom to share 
outdoor activities. Drop me a line 
7556374 
SIMPLE JOYS: 

Camaraderie, laughter, intimacy, 
bucket baths under African skies. 
Adventurous, soft-spoken, traveler, 
packs light, progressive, 50, fit, and 
fun. Seeks man with a warm heart, 
courage and a twinkle. Foreign- 
born a plus. Race and age unim- 
portant. Vermont. #9544708 

NATURAL BEAUTIFUL 
Sexy, professional female, 33, 
Gemini, non-smoker, divorced, 
with one teen. Looking for some- 
one who is well educated, roman- 
tic, and likes to have fun. | like all 
kinds of films and music. If you 
would like to chat, contact me 
7461047 : 

TAKE A CHANCE 

Outgoing, witty, goal-oriented, 
playful SF, 30, just looking for the 
one man who makes me weak in 
the knees. £9557294 


JAM BAND LOVER 
Ready for Dinner and Dancing, lov- 
ing music, laughing, and intellect. | 
am honest, friendly, 28, open, and 
into crosswords. | have long blonde 
hair, am 5'2”, with a nice figure. 
Let's have fun together! 1543928 

LET'S EAT SOUP! 
| like being in the water naked, 
Beyonce, spaghetti, and being 
with other lovely spontaneous, 
original thinkers. Be creative with 
dating and getting to know each 
other. 46, so be around my age. 
Be funny, sexy, and loving life, like 
me. 9543933 

LET'S MEET 

Cute, sociable SWF, 33, seeks 
handsome SB/HM, for sharing 
nights on the town, quiet evenings, 
dancing, playing pool, sporting 
events, movie nights. My friends 
see me as one of the guys, believe 
me | don't look anything like a guy. 
79577156 

CHAN INTELLECT 
1960s counter-culture, non-materi- 
alistic, eccentric, unconventional 
58 old years. You: no credit cards. 
challenging tete-a-tete, flexible, 
appropriate teeth, uncrossed eyes, 
spiritually evolved, non-gov'/chem 
dependent. 47528501 

DOWN-TO-EARTH AND SWEET 

SWF, 20, 5’6”, light brown hair 
green-blue eyes, looking for SM 
18-24, for friendship or more. 
7539670 

ALOT TO OFFER 
Holiday wish list! SWF, 5'4 
125ibs, Portuguese, brown eyes 
brown hair, attractive, giggly. 
always smiling, likes music, danc- 
ing, dining, the gym. Seeking 
nice, loyal, true, honest, fun man 
33-38. %P577656 





DOWN-TO-EARTH, PRETTY 
Smart, kind SWF, adventurous and 


spunky. Interests are traveling, sail- _ 


ing, swimming, music, art, non-fic- 
tion and human rights issues 
Seeking unconventional SM, 40- 
55, with integrity and compassion 
Non-smoker, no drugs. #930307 
TRUE COLORS 
Down-to-earth SWF, 44, 5'5”, non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies 
music, dining out, and beachwalk- 
ing. Seeking laid-back, easygoing 


SWM, 35-60, non-smoker, for 
casual dating, possible long-term 
relationship. Honesty a must! 
257882 


| WOULD DATE ME!! 
46-year-old divorced blonde, good- 
natured, fun, fit, hopeless romantic 
5'2”, non-smoker, loves decorating 
reading, beaches, Sarah Mc- 
Laughlin, Motown. Seeking kind 
passionate S/DWM, 37-47, 5'9"+ 
quick-witted, someone to stroll 
through Home Depot with, even if 
we t need a new screen door 
442780 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
Attractive SWF, 33, seeks attrac 
tive SH/BM to have lots of fun with 
Enjoys cozy nights in, or exciting 
nights out. 4543895 
IT'S A GREAT BIG WORLD 
Attractive SWF, 43, 5'8", smoker 
black/brown, enjoys music, sports 
weekend getaways, seeks SWM 
35-50, to get out there and enjoy 
the world with. 79528884 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
WF, late 20s, blonde, single mom 
social drinker, seeks a WM, 22-34 
non-smoker, social drinker, for dat- 
ing. 49551568 
BLACK WOMAN.. 
seeks white male. SBF, 36, 
Capricorn, N/S, seeks attractive 
European SWPM, 39-50, N/S 
intelligent, handsome, well-educat 
ed, very ambitious, who loves to 
stay in shape. 49684252 
DON'T MISS OUT 
DHF, 39, 5’6”, 150ibs, N/S, likes to 
watch movies, dine out, take long 
trips, seeks romantic, honest, sin- 
cere SHM, 40-48, N/S. %P543654 
SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, coming out of a long-term 
relationship, open-minded liberal 
looking for fun, like-minded man 
33-60. 9508375 
SKS INTERRACIAL LOVE 
Professional, African-American SF 
31, 5'2", auburn/brown, medium 
build, looking for professional 
SWM, 30-36, never married, no 
children, non-smoker, drug-free 
who's a gentleman, outgoing, 
spontaneous, loves socializing, 
museums, walks in Boston, shop- 
ping, movies, picnics, daytrips 
Please be college-educated, pro- 
fessional, serious. 4262360 
EVOLVED 
5'8” brunette, 37, you'll always see 
me laughing or smiling. Love walks 
around the city, reading outside, 
Bruce Springsteen, Tandoori cook- 
ing, wine tasting. Searching for that 
funny, smart, evolved gentleman 









who must cross my _ path! 
267720 
BRUNETTE BOMBSHELL 


Beautiful female with great hair, 36, 
5'4”, warm heart, loves music from 
Dire Straits to Celia Cruz, lounging 
on the beach, exercising, hot apps 
and cool drinks. Seeking passion- 
ate, down-to-earth, naturally fit guy 
with dark hair and light eyes 
267801 
TRULY “ALIVE” 
Full-figured, honest Latina profes- 
sional, 43, 5'3", dark hair and 
eyes, smoker, great sense of 
humor, enjoys salsa music, dining 
out, people with spirit. Seeking 
honest, fun-loving, lively male, 40- 
50. #8200879 
GREAT SMILE 

Beautiful, vibrant, funny, educated 
BF, 29, 5'9”, 140lbs, who loves to 
travel, enjoys good conversation, 
nature, laughter, and long kisses. 
Seeking caring and stable gentle- 
man with warm loving heart. 
7400248 


Widowed ¢ G 


- Gay ¢ Bi 


PROGRESSIVE SWF, 37 
Seeks man with similar values/pol- 
itics for long-term relationship. I'm 
warm, sensual, dowrmto-earth, 
reddish-brown/blue-green, love 
cooking, dancing, spending time 
with those | love. Looking for emo- 
tionally mature gentleman who's 
interested in commitment, sharing 
some of these activities and much 
more! %952185 

ADVENTURE FOR TWO 
Graceful, slender, WiWF, 54, 5’6” 
seeks thoughtful, active, witty man 
for dinner, conversation, adventure. 
committed relationship. Greater 
Boston area. €288767 

FINE YOUNG FEMALE 
Single Brazilian/Cape Verdean 
female, 19, 5'2”, 110lbs, employed 
loves dancing, going out. Looking 
for a genuinely nice guy, 23-35 
who wants a serious relationship 
Holler back. 429811 

ADVENTUROUS IN S END 








Live in South End, enjoy city life 
travel to St. Petersburg, love cl. 
cal and jazz music, visit Jor 
Hall weekly. Like nature, compe 

f cheerful, intelligent 

w/SOH. Would like to meet human 


being, 60s, to share company/diffi- 
culties of life. #232233 

SMART AND SWEET 
non-smoking and auburn haired 
SWF, 33, 5'9 seeks an outgoing, in 
shape guy 27-40, 6'0+ who likes 
concerts, films and enjoys thai 
food. #7455040 

ACTIVE EARLY RETIREE 
Attractive former computer profes 
sional, small, 5'2”, 115ibs, blonde 
58, libertarian, seeking active 
hiker, into bicycling, kayaking, eth 
nic food, dance music (also early 
and classical), travel, bike and eco- 
tourism, archeology, shamanism 
and reading philosophy, alternative 
Spirituality, history, natural and 
social sciences. 17464981 

COLLEGE GOOD TIMES 
22-year-old black female that 
attends college, would like to meet 
a nice guy to chill with. Laid back 
and soft-spoken, but always ready 
for a laugh. T466862 

WOULD YOU DARE? 
Quirky, groovy female, 49, with a 
35-year-old mentality and figure 
54", curvy figure, loves Harleys 
blues, sci-fi. Seeks SM with wild 
sense of humor, willing to pick me 
up on his mean motor scooter. 
Watch the moonlight shimmer in 
my jade mermaid eyes. Tattoos/ 
long hair a+. 49937174 


RED SOX FAN 
SWF, 22, cute, intelligent, fun 
spontaneous, enjoys cooking 


reading, art. Looking for man who 
likes movies, conversation, dining 
out. or staying in. Friends first, 
possible long-term relationship 
260282 
ELECTRICITY 
Attractive, very young-looking, 
SWF, 49, 5'2”, environmentalist, 
animal-iover, music enthusiast. | 
enjoy exotic cuisines, day trips, 
adult ed classes, lively conversa- 
tion, and laughter. Seeking real 
rapport, with appealing and engag- 
ing SWM. Boston area and vicinity. 
37-50. %442760 
BETTER LIVE! 

Auburn-haired female, 38, 5'4”, 
blue-gray eyes, great smile, loves 
Rex Sox games, bike rides along 
the Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2 
If you're a tall, toned guy, | could be 
the love of your life. Piercing green 
eyes a+! 8232931 

NEW YORK CITY GIRL 
Now living in Cambridge. Attractive 
DJF, 40, seeking male, 40-60, who 
loves theatre, movies, live music 
and romantic dinners as much as | 
do. 221948 

RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
DWF, 60s, iconoclast interested in 
theatre, movies, outdoors, art, spir- 
ituality. Seeking emotionally aware, 
politically liberal, humorous man 
with similar interests. Mensch a 
plus. 926274 






- Bisexual ¢ W - White ¢ B - African Americar/Black ¢ H - Hispanic ¢ A 


BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Pretty blonde, 50, 5'6”, security 
guard, degree in bio-chemistry 
(getting back into that field), inter- 
ests include classical music, knit- 
ting, embroidery, videos, chatting 
with friends. Searching for intelli- 
gent man, 48-60. 47270915 
THE GAME OF LIFE 
Dark-haired SF, 23, with a great 
smile, is always having a good 
time. Into Rasta jams, shopping 
sharing good jokes. Wants to see if 
a SM, 20s, is willing to take a risk 
and play. 4232920 
RAPUNZEL AWAITS PRINCE 

Gorgeous locks, beautiful slim fig- 
ure, Classy, intellectual, accom- 
plished, tender-hearted. 40s, Jew- 
ish. Pining in tower for tall, courtly, 
gallant Mozart lover. For marriage 
children. #885979 





MYSTERIOUS 
Raven biack hair, smoidering 
brown eyes, full figured, voluptuous 
DWF, 48, wishes to meet a sweet 
kind, romantic, sexy bad boy for a 
Kc dag m relationship. enjoy the 





ac dancing, movies, the arts 
and you. 548995 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5'6”, average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S 
long blonde/biue, great personality, 
seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 5'9" and 
up, for LTR. #980178 
LIFE TO ITS FULLEST 
SWPF, 35, South Shore, attractive 
passionate Spirited warm 
grounded and fun, seeks SWM 
30-44, a realist, who's kind, healthy 
and secure, for friendship or poss: 
ble LTR+. 9892380 
THE DOCTOR IS IN! 
Gregarious, friendly, smart physi- 
cian, 46, 53", no children, loves 
biking, reading, antiques, sushi 
jazz. |'m a great dancer, also good 
with kids and dogs. Hoping there is 
a warm, romantic, sensual, athletic 
professional WM out there, 40-50. 
Must love dogs! #416866 
PRETTY IRONIC 
Pretty, slender, tall SF, 44, fun 
upbeat and adventurous, loves 
music, the outdoors, lively and 
intelligent conversation. Seeking 
attractive, outdoorsy intellectual 
with varied interests. #412670 
DRUMMAH SEEKS MUSE 
SBF, thick and shapely, 40, loves 
music, art, a good read, and adven- 
ture. Seeks SBM, 35-55, for dating 
and possibly more. 7454275 
ATHLETIC BEAUTY 
This athletic, friendly, and adven- 
turous DWF, 5"3, 38 is searching 
for a taller man, 38+. She enjoys 
making crafts and listening to 
Christian music, so if you are a non 
smoker and fun and friendly, call 
her today. 1454961 
NO SERIOUS COMMITMENT 
Petite, SWF, 25, 5'2 travel nurse is 
seeking a fun, laid back guy who is 
around 27 and taller than 5'5. If 
you're looking for a fun, non-seri- 
ous relationship, you've come to 
the right place. 7454972 
RED HAIR AND READY... 
Fun loving, flame haired profes- 
sional DWF, 45, who is honest, 
intelligent and enjoys art, walking 
and a variety of foods. Seeking 
honest, non-smoking male of simi- 
lar age for fun times and who 
knows?! 454884 
HAZEL EYED AND CARING 
Hazel eyed SWF, 40 seeks an hon- 
est WM, 35-45, who is taller than 
5'5, no bad habits and willing to 
commit to a serious relationship. 
This beauty likes to travel while lis- 
tening to alternative and folk music 
Call her now! %454926 
“ROMANTIC ASIAN GAL 
Petite SAF, 25, looking for love. 
With a sexy smile and a sensitive 
a you'll fall head over 
heels. Plus | make wicked good 
flan for dessert! 49477998 
ZANY BRAINY GIRL 
But | still love to party! Super tail, 
goofy bespectacled girl, 22, into 
Modest Mouse and creating home- 
made Italian dishes. Looking for a 
hot boy to party with and grab cof- 
fee in the morning. 47477993 _ 








FUN SEEKER 

This funny, serious, and often shy 
blue-eyed blonde bombshell, 5'7 
25 years old is looking for long 
walks, laughs, and TONS of fun 
Do you have what it takes? | enjoy 
asian food and REM. 8478113 

AWESOME BACK RUBS 
Sexy. curvy SWF, 25, 5'7", piercing 
blue eyes. | am an excellent cook 
and love animals. | give the best 
back rubs you'll ever encounter 
478120 

INDIAN BOMBSHELL 
Tall, leggy, thin and funny SF, 5'10 
18 years old is looking for a toned 
handsome man with nice eyes and 
taller than 6°. Into reggae music 
movies, shopping and soul food 
7478122 

OUTGOING AND FUN 
Fun loving, outgoi 
5'4 and thin 





seeking 





tall man. This spo Ss 
loves adventure. 2478 12¢ 
JUST LOOKING! 








riendly SWF, 23, 5'6, hazel eyes 
xoking for a g with a sweet 
[ ite Stripes and 
museums. 478134 
LATINA LOVER 


SHF, 5'6", brown hair and «¢ 
radiant smile. Friends descri 
as fabulous so youre bound t 
have a good time! | like dancing 
clubbing and sunbathing (season 
ally of course!). Seeking a tall, i 
shape guy with a smile to matct 
mine ‘478140 
BUBBLY PERSONALITY 
SWF, 29, great smile! Brown hair 
and eyes. Into Whitney Houstor 
interested in meeting new people 
and visiting new places. Looking 
for a friend first...and then who 
knows? Give me 5 minutes and it 
will be for life. 4478143 
MASCULINE MAN SOUGHT 
39 year old brunette, 5'9, silly 
spontaneous and girlie. | «€ 
weekends in NYC and baseball 
love Van Halen and Earth, Wind & 
Fire. If you're a manly man and 
looking for the love of your life, let's 
talk more... 47478146 
A FUN PERSONALITY 
Sweet 21 year old looking for fun 
adventures and great times. 5'3” 
nice eyes, enjoys Led Zeppelin and 
going out for drinks. What are you 
waiting for? Pick up the phone 
7478157 
ARE YOU A COOK? 
Do you cook? Do you like hide and 
go seek? Well this 23 yr old ener- 
getic petite brunette does...and 
she wants you to play with her! 
Make sure you're confident, clean. 
tall with a good sense of humor 
7478163 
DUCK TOUR FOR 27 
This quirky, blonde 25 yr old is 
looking for you. Are you funny, 
smart, and toned? Well you just 
might be the one for her. She's 
looking for someone interested 
and interesting to share her mac n 
cheese with! £°478166 


CHICA LOCA 
Tall latina with a sexy body and 
beautiful brown eyes seeking a hot 
Italian guy. Shorter guys get extra 
points. You should be smart and 
make me feel good. #7478168 
POSITIVE AND UPBEAT 
This blonde 47 year old SF with a 
great smile is looking for true love 
Likes include Ray Charles, gour- 
met food and skiing. Seeking a tall 
loyal man. %°478180 
CURVACEOUS BABE 
This SF, 28 years old, 5’6 is looking 
for a dark haired, tall guy who loves 
to smile and have fun. Do you have 
what it takes? Are you ready for a 
fun loving, adventurous girl who 
lives to party? 478186 
LIFE IS TOO SHORT... 
Life is too short so have fun! That's 
the motto of this 21 year old, green 
eyed blonde. She's looking for a 
tall, dark, and fit man to be the love 
of her live. Don't apply unless you 
can cook. #478191 








She wants to talk to youl 


Talk live with local singles now! 





POWERED BY 


M, 


lavalife’ 





Asian ¢ J - Jewish ¢ hris 





QUIRKY GIRL FOR YOU 
Petite brown eyed brunette, 5'3, 2( 
years old - looking for a short guy 
I'm quirky and enjoy music, TV, and 
card games. 49478152 
ARE YOU READY? 

Are you ready for this fun loving 5 
brunette? This brown eyed beauty 
is looking for a tall, handsome mar 
to play with. Int 3 ve, playing 
scrabble and shopping. Could y 
be the one? 4478199 

MS. THING 
Beautiful, outgoing, smart black 
mother, a young looking 5C Ok 
ng for BM aged 35-5 ke ct 
ng to the sounds of Nas, playin 
poker and steak & lobster. You be 
employed and ver 6' ta 


4782 
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tive, and honorable, that 
talk ¢ rin steak and a gan 
4782 
A VERY GOOD TIME 
like to have fun ar 
enjoy poker & K 
am 5'3, gr 
and 21 
party, don't hesitate 
478214 
YOU HAVEN'T MET. 











met me. I'm 5'1. 25 years old. a 
single looking for the love of my life 
t you're ta 
LOVE strav 
ream...call 


! M YOURS 


looking for a guy witr 











1e bstacle 
my mom ee 224 
MISCHIEVOUS SPRITE 
Playful, fit, spirited SWF, 3€ 
adventurous soulmate and frier 
am holistic, creative urageou 
and kind. Als ty and smart 
Walks and long conversation are 








my thing ooking fora very good 
man. 48477640 

DJ DEVITTO 
The first thing you'll notice about 


me are my eyes, and my toned 
muscies. | am brown/hazel, 52 
and slim because | work out regu 
larly. | am very friendly and love 
seafood, The Barking Crab is my 
fav. 1479385 
ICE SEXY 
| love going driving around with my 
friends, mix CD's and hip hop. I'm 
funny and flirty, very full of life, and 
would be up for Monopoly. I'd love 
to meet another funny guy, that is 
cute, and loves lasagna (you don't 
have to, but | do). %°479391 
SEXY GREEK GODDESS 
Seeking my god. I’m a sweet, con- 
siderate romantic girl, 22, looking 
for the same in a man. He has to 
be giggly, funny, and sweet. He 
should love to spend time togeth- 
er no matter what we do...even be 
sick together and eat soup 
478008 
PAPER AND COFFEE 
| listen to the Stones, and have a 
nice mouth. | am tall and have an 
off beat sense of humor. Very 
politically minded, so be able to 
converse about what is going on 
in the world. 24-year-old looking 
for some to cook vodka penne for 
7482204 
| LOVE PINK! 
(the color, not the singer!) | also 
have a burning desire to become a 
fashion designer, so in the inim- 
itable words of Madonna “I'm 
gonna dress you up for my love”! 
Let's look dapper in pink together! 
72482203 
INTO MY SPORTS CAR 
25-year-old woman who is into 
math and physics, so | hope you 
can keep up. | am also toned and 
easy to laugh, you be too! | have 
big biue eyes, brown hair, and thin 
| want to meet the love of my life, so 
get out of my dreams and into my 
car! 48482215 
GIRL FOR ALL SEASONS 
| love to snow board in winter and 
wish for snow but I'm psyched 
when summer arrives as | also like 
to surf and hang at the beach 
Favorite movie is Love Actually, 
favorite mag is Cosmo and favorite 
man is...you? %482219 
CASUAL FLING 


| am petit, with blue eyes like ar 


ocean, with blond hair to com- 
plete the beachy metaphor of 
water and sand. | am excited tc 
begin something new with some 


one, but not for a serious commit 
ment. | like bungee jumping, Dave 
Matthews, and caring personable 
men. 4482224 
1AM 

fun and sassy, want to know 
more? Well if you're a dry witted yet 
sincere, smart and fur kind 
of guy then maybe |’! 
7482226 
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D-free - Druag+Disease Free e WI 


Placing your FREE ad 


5 fun ways to choose from (we'll take it any way 
you want to give it to us!): 


1. Call 617-450-8761 


or 800-310-5995 


2. Email your ad along with your name, 
address & phone number to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


Online - Log on to 
www.phoenixpeople.com and complete the 
online form and click submit 


4. $nail mail - send in the form in the 


Personals section 


5. Or... Technophobic? Out of stamps? Drag 
your butt down to our offices at 
Ave., Boston to place your ad in person 


126 Brookline 


Once you've submitted your ad we'll contact you 
with your voicemail box info and details on how 
to record your greeting and retrieve messages 


Composing an Ad 


A simple 3 step process (k 


1. Choo SE a ( 
2. Think up a snappy eye-c 
can be up to 20 characters in 


3. Let if 
Additional words are $2 each 


nd of like th 


atching hea 
length 


ategory (WSM, MSW, MSM 


ws j 
WS W 


adline. Headlines 


t flow — write your ad! First 40 words are free 


The rules: no phone numbers, last names or addresses 


(email or mailing) 


Don't know what to say? Complete our mail-in 
form and we'll write your ad for you 








Responding to an Ad 


Select an ad (or ads) and grab the phone! 


Call 617-976-3366 (18, Calis cost $2.19/min) 
and enter the 4 box number of the ad that caught your 


eye 


Outside Metro Boston? Call 900-226-4492 


Calls cost $2.19/min. 


Prefer to use your credit card to respond? 


Call 617-450-8620 


Who says you can’t find love on sale? 


Call 800-310-5995 to buy blocks of time 


at a discount! 
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M - Male e F 


LOVE AND SEX 

a sexy 19-year-old that 
S not want anything too seri 
S right now. | like beach days 
skinny dipping, with coid waves 
all around me, so we can warm 
each other later am sponta 
neous, tall, and tone e mer 
with good abs, but not ne 
at all. 482228 

ARE YOU 

Hot? Sassy? Sincere? Loyal 
Funny? — Intriguing Accomp 
lished? Spontaneous? If you 
answered yes to all of the above 
then you may be eligible to win a 
prize....me! Terms and conditions 
apply..leave your name and 
number. #482231 














ssary 





LOVE 
THE BERKSHIRES? 
Me too! This fun, friendly, green 
eyed te with yood body 


) meet a man to share 
carnal pleasures and more with 
Presentation is everything - you be 
well groomed. %9482235 
VODKA!!! 

The best way to start the weekend! 
If you agree and dig the color blue 
then this 24 yr old chic chick in 
fashion merchandizing would like 
to hear from you_as possible 
boyfriend material. 4482240 

BE CONFIDENT 
| am curvy with a great top area 
25, 5'2” and very honest. | love the 
men. | ama 
e, but not 


way. | 





ocean, and confident 
bit on the goofy 
n a Dad way, just ir 
atch an Aerosmith 

yrat 







relationships with those | love and 
feel loyal towards am very 
dependable and honest, so you 
be too. Are you in it for the long 
haul? 4482256 
BLUE CRUSH 
is my favorite movie, i love to surf 
and snowboard and | attend fash- 
on design school. Does this 
sound like your future girlfriend? 
482260 
BLONDE AND BLUE 

SWF, 20, 5'5", blue eyes, blonde 
very Ob Enjoys TV game 
hows and steak. Seeking tall 








SWM with sense of humor 
482262 
FUN, 
FUN, FUN, FUN! 
This tall, fun blonde enjoys shop- 
ping ooking and chilling witt 
tri Seeking tall, toned SM for 


fun times. 1482271 





long weekend. 








frankly, is 
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Real-time Guide to Relationshi 


Helmuts and Diapers 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 


A Nice Guy (Belmont, 22-25, Managerial) asked: 

My girlfriend's sister and | have fallen in love. Any advice 

you can give me on how to handle my impending break-up 

would be greatly appreciated. The sisters are very close and 

we don't want to damage their relationship. 
everything up before New Year's so we can all enjoy ourselves over the 


THIS WEEK’S TOP ANSWERS 


(mam) A Sporty Girl (Arlington, 29-35, Fitness) answered: 

My cousin Dawn slept with my boyfriend last summer and 
bragged about it to everyone in the family -- like she'd 
won a pie-eating contest or something. | ended up hear- 

“a ing about it from my father, which was so mortifying | 
thought about moving to Iceland and hiding for the rest of my life 
beneath a dozen layers of seal blubber. Do the right thing. End it with 
both of them, never let your girlfriend know about your love for her 
sister, and spare their family a lifetime of misery. 


WALK READ SMILE 
| am a mid 20's girl just graduated 
from college. | want to find some- 
thing more than what | found in col- 
lege, something more meaningful 
something more vibrant. | like Bjork 
for her spunky sense of music 
Style. and | love to eat as healthy 
as possible, but not to the point of 
being a health nut. Just conscious 
Small body, hazel eyes, you'll be ail 
mine. 8482273 
ARE YOU LOOKING 2? 
Petite, green-eyed brunette into 
Madonna and partying seeks tall 
dark. handsome, funny male 
Hopefully I'm not asking for too 
much! 9482278 
ILL BE YOUR LOLLIPOP 
Personality is cool, muscles are 
hot! Tall, blue eyed party gal with a 
hot body seeking tall, tan guy to 
watch football with, hang at the 
beach and for possible casual rela 
tionship. Silly sense of humor a 
plus. ‘482290 
EXOTIC LATINA 
| know I've been looking for you 
and we just haven't run into each 
other yet. | love shopping (not with 
your money) and going to the park 
with strawberries and wine 
spritzer. | am flirty (with you only) 
and funny. | like dark-skinned 
men, but this is not a must. | listen 
to folk and hip hop; a variety kind 
of girl! 9482293 
PETITE BEAUTY 


to shop, go dancing, play 





and listen to Ashlee 
yson...sound good? Then let's 
meet! | have brown hair and eyes 
5/2”, the first thing you'll notice 
about me is my hair... #P48229€ 


ALL AMERICAN 
ooking for Mr. All American that 
wouldn't dream of voting for Bush 
but still knows the old fashioned 
rules of dating. Sweep me off my 
feet while we listen to U2, slow 
dance, and gaze into each others 
eyes. Only looking to date right 
now, but still want some romance 
in the midst. 4482303 
BRING ME ONE 
Outgoing and fun 19-year-old, that 
enjoys mind games in the most 
innocent sense. | am thin, short 
flirty, and giggly. Swing, swing 
bring me a fling! %482308 
FUN N’ SEXY LADY 
Sexy SF, 25, 5'11", beautiful 
hazel eyes, brown hair. Friends 
say I'm optimistic. | love puppies 
& sunshine! | also love basketball 
and Bone, Thugs n’ Harmony! 
Shopping and spending money 
makes me happy. S ng a tail 
Friends first 








handsome male 


482309 





(am) AHip-Hop Girl (West Roxbury, 26-28, Retail) answered: 
Advice? Yeah | got advice. Wear a helmet and diapers to 
the family's New Year's party. Because your ex is going to 
get crazy drunk and start throwing beer bottles at your 
head and putting laxatives in your lemonade. Which, 
exactly what you deserve. 


A Player (Female, Waltham, 26-28, Food Service) answered: 
Better to be sneaky about this than cause a huge rift in 
their family. You should break up with her ASAP, but don't 
tell her it's because you want to shag her sister. Give her a 
line about needing time alone. Spend at least six months 
hiding your other relationship from her, hope she finds another 
boyfriend... then let her sister be the one to drop the bomb. Ouch! 


WWW. phoenixpesple coi 


by answerology 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


SPUNKY GIRL 
I'm lookin’ for a party atmosphere 
relationship. Let's play bayrout, eat 
pasta, laugh, and laugh some 
more. | like to drink and then go out 
dancing to Nelly. | am short, blond. 
and toned. My green eyes will daz 
zie you. Will you dazzle me 
72482310 
AWESOME BODY 
| have green eyes and blonde hair 
like dancing and guys even more 
I'm crazy and exciting to be 
around. | can always entertain 
myself, but enjoy myself more 
when I'm with someone else. | 
want to date, a fling, or a real rela- 
tionship. 47482319 
ASIAN GIRL 

SAF, 25, beautiful smile, 5'7” with 
good sense of humor weeks a 
warm body at night! | enjoy sushi 
listening to Usher and playing 
Taboo. If you're a tall, funny SM 


then lets meet for coffee 
7482357 

FIESTY 

ITALIAN GIRL 


Young 25-year-old that listens to 
Usher and goes clubbing often. | 
am very opinionated and want 
someone with something to say to 
me as well. | don’t fight, but | like to 
debate. | will cook you pasta that 
you won't forget. %482363 
GIRL GONE CRAZY! 

Curvaceous, silly brunette, 5'7 
brown eyes with a butt that stops 
traffic. | like shopping on Newbury, 
listening to Louis Devito and 
wrestling! Bald guys are hot! Facial 
hair a plus. 4482366 

WORK OUT GIRL 
t someone with a vibrant 
personality that will constantly be 
keeping me on my toes, be a 
match for me in tennis, for dating 
and kissing, maybe more. Brown, 





brown, 5'5", 26 years old 
7482368 
DREAMS COME TRUE 


Blonde haired, blue eyed, lean 
bodied SWF, 30, seeks casual 
relationship. | like to laugh with 
friends over great food & drink 
make fondue, listen to Zero 7 and 
play hide & seek. How about you? 
Intelligent, witty guys score extra 
points. %°482372 
PICNICS 
AND THE BEACH 

| am an athletically built, bright- 
eyed woman, 5’6”, blond/blue. 
and in need of you. You be toned 
and taller than me. We can eat 
Pad Thai and see where the 
night leads. Casual or long term 
482376 









I'd like to clear 









































At The Phoenix’s Answerology, you can ask the opposite sex anything. To ask and 
answer questions yourself, and to browse over 1 million Q&A's, The Phoenix invites 
you to sign up for free by going to www.BostonPhoenix.com and ciicking on “Love” ~ 
Q&A” on the left side of the page under “Classifieds”. 


www.BostonPhoenix.com/loveq&a. 






















X BOX LOVER 
Let's play video games and watct 
movies. | am a size 4, 5'2”, Asian 
and single. | like Dave Matthews 
and being friendly, hopefully with 
you. |'ll bake you cookies and we'll 
junk them in milk together 
1482379 
SWIMMERS BODY 
Fine SF, 22, 58", brown hair and 
eyes, man crazy! Friends think 
I'm nuts but | call it assertive! I'd 
like to meet a tall, dark handsome 
stranger to get physical with! 
482389 
COME SEE ME 
Come see the famous me! I'm 5'4 
with black hair, brown eyes, every- 
thing else will be a surprise; so if 
you're a nice guy that's tall, pick up 
the phone and give me a Call! 
7482393 
LOVE OF YOUR LIFE 
| love eating spaghetti and going 
shopping. I'm 18, and very respon 
sible. | am flirty and fun, and love 
playing games. | am thin, with 
hazel eyes, and long beautiful hair 
72482398 
| LOVE DOGS 
| have a pit bull that loves me very 
much. There is No Doubt in my 
mind that you will love him. | like 
Martinis and pina coladas 
spaghetti and meatballs. You be 
tall, nice, and rich. Please don't dis 
appoint me. #482403 
GO FOR A HIKE 
with me, while listening to Brown 
Eyed Girl, and singing along. | am 
a fire and ice, versatile woman, that 
is ready for anything that life wants 
to throw at her. So, bring it on, and 
bring yourself with it (life that is 
2482407 
CURVY BROAD 
| am interesting and enjoy other 
intriguing people. Be funny, artistic 
and intelligent. | want someone 
who draws outside of the lines 
who still doodies when they're on 
business phone calls, bored out of 
their mind. Let's jump outside the 
box together. 2482416 
MY NICE BUTT 
is probably what you'll notice first 
but my petite frame and hazel eyes 
with keep you longer. My vices are 
smoking and drinking coffee. ! love 
old school Nirvana and believe me 
when | tell you that your search has 
ended if you like what you're read- 
ing. Love humor. Chuckle chuckle 
7482422 
SINGLE WHITE FEMALE 
Scary title after that movie huh? 
Well, I'm fun (like everyone else on 
this page), quirky, 25 years old, a 
bit different, cute, definitely lovable 
and ready to laugh til we fall off the 
couch. We should meet, take a 
walk with hot chocolates to warm 
our hands, and go play on the 
monkey bars. 482425 
ESCARGOT 
Unconventional, very attractive 
SJF, mid-50s, in great shape, artist 
businesswoman, with eclectic city 
interests seeks non-ugly, fun/seri 
ous, aesthetically aware city man 
for whatever chemistry dictates 
550612 
MOM OF THREE DAUGHTERS 
Petite SBF, 31, 5'2”, N/S, em- 
ployed, likes time at home, the 
beach, long walks, more. Would 
like to meet down-to-earth SWM 
29-38, with great personality. Must 
like children. 48529274 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 55, N/S, looking for secure 
attractive, humorous SWM, 50-62. 
with a good heart, who enjoys din- 
ing and dancing. #9544737 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Cute, petite, passionate WiWF. 
seeks romantic spirited Santa 58+ 
with whom to enjoy the holidays 
and beyond. 19868174 
VICTORIA'S SECRET 
A purring cat, a pint of ice cream 
the smell of freshly mowed grass, a 
challenging crossword puzzle, a 
gentle breeze on a balmy day. Your 
secret? 48467156 
ATTRACTIVE, UNIQUE 
amazingly young-looking, 57-year- 
old woman, smooth, unlined skin 
creative poet, outgoing but likes 
quiet too, arts and culturally-orient 
ed, seeks attractive, professional 
personable, good-natured, reason- 
ably fit man, 45-60, honest, consid- 
erate, kind; | am. 48505066 
PROVIDENCE WITCH 
40-year-old cute red-headed 
woman looking for fun new friends 
into music, metaphysics, majick 
green things, romance and adven- 
ture. All stable, mature, silly, cool 
creative, goddess loving men wel- 
come to apply. 410726 
NEW TO PROVIDENCE 
Do you have a(n): sense of the 
absurd (e.g., “The Office”); bond 
with dogs/cats; probing intelligence 
appreciation of well-informed con- 
versation? Energetic, fun, passion- 
ate, 5'8” 40+ writer seeks 5'10+ 
30+ unindicted co-conspirator to 
show me Providence and environs 
7289638 


HANDSOME ITALIAN 
SWM, 26, 5'8”, brown/brown 
Scorpio, non-smoker, loves live 
music, playing guitar, movies 
Seeking sweet, curvy, fun SWF 
20-28, D/D-free, for possible long- 
term relationship. Cambridge/ 
Somerville. 42978333 
GOOD-LOOKING TEACHER 

Good guy, good-looking high 
school teacher/coach, 34, very 
athletic, keep in very good shape, 
6'1", 180lbs, divorced w/one 
child, seeking good-looking, fun 
girl. 4272900 
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To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


COULD IT BE ME? 
I'm lightly lost-at-heart, yet sane 
Bostonian. Bear with me. This WM, 
48, is looking to meet a woman 
35-50, non-smoker, for dating 
7577164 
COLLEGE PROFESSOR 
Optimistic SWM, 43, 6'4”, 220lbs 
blue eyes, short reddish-gray hair 
PhD. Likes theater, dance (modern 
and ballet), writing, dogs, happy 
music and spending time with fam 
ily. Seeks thinking female, 25-36. 
height/weight proportionate, for 
long term relationship. 49930567 
SEXY STUNNING ITALIAN 
SWM, 339, fit, muscular body, sen 
sitive, caring, strong. Seeking 
SWF, 23-40. T673134 
TAKE A CHANCE 
Straight from the old country. WM 
50, N/S, with children, born in 
Ireland, seeks a woman, 45-65. 
N/S, for fun and conversation 
79569481 
LOOKING 
48-year-old, 175ibs, long brown 
hair, bronw eyes, works night shift 
would like to find a woman to enjoy 
jazz and rock, dinners out, and 
camping. #446308 
SINGER SEEKS INSPIRATION 
Lead singer in North Shore band 
seeks inspiration for his next 
tune...could that be you? | am 6 
1°,195lbs, well built, shaved head & 
tattoos. Drop me a line and inspire 
me. %550070 
LET'S MEET 
Worldly gal sought by engineer, for 
good times fun, and partying 
Hard-working, humorous, sarcas 
tic, SWM, 41, software engineers 
speaks French and German 
Looking to settle down with female. 
30-44. %P552978 





4 


2 RED SOX NATION 


Avid Sox fan, 48, professional 
SW\M, kind, caring, great sense of 
humor, enjoys comedy/romance 
movies, and Chinese food. Seeks 
outgoing, cute, SPF, 34-48, non- 
smoker, heart of gold, who likes 
receiving roses and laughing a lot 
7936840 


SHOW YOURS.. 


I'll show mine. SWM, 48, tall, slim 
smoker, searching for a petite 
white or latin female, who is bubbly, 
has a sense of humor, open-mind- 
ed, playful, sometimes erotic, who 
is comfortable in jeans to Victoria 
Secret. Enjoys dining, walks, the 
beach, Patriots, NASCAR, and 
evenings at home. %532222 
ALOT TO OFFER 
This WF, 25, no children, feels that 
there is nothing sexier than an 
independent, smart guy, 21-32 
who radiates confidence. Is that 
you? 568021 
JAZZ LOVER 
SWM, 48, 6’, wine merchant who 
enjoys live jazz/blues, fine wine 
and dining out, seeks SWF, 35-45 
with similar interests. 963454 
WE LOVE BACH 
Share that love for one from which 
there springs wide-love for all? 
Tender/passionate WM, 50s, tall 
thin, enjoys baroque music, sea 
shores, forests, science, literature. 
PBS/NPR, friends, etc. Idealistic 
natural, trim optimist, please grace 
my arm? %¥470424 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
World adventurer. Decent, honest 
hard-working WM, 44, no children 
into health and fitness, leads a 
healthy lifestyle. Seeking compati- 
ble female, 18-45. 49556917 
MEET THE IDEA 
SM, 23, wants to work on building 
a bond with a SF. who fun, pretty, 
confident, considerate, happy, who 
aspires to be great in some way. 
7549393 
RAINBOW 
Loving, sincere, creative, 43- 
year-old African male, 5'11 
170Ibs. Enjoys outings, traveling 
ovies, quiet romantic time 
Seeks well-mannered, sincere 
and loving woman, 28-40, for 
friendship and possible long-term 
relationship. Race, weight unim- 
portant. 4685678 
COULD IT BE ME? 
Swell guy. Multitalented, friend- 
ly, happy WM, 33, no children 
with a great job, enjoys movies 
skiing, playing guitar, and read- 
ing. Seeking a woman, 23-45 
578833 
CONNECTION 
Emotionally available, clean-cut 
SBM, 42, enjoys movies, fitness. 
and sports. Seeks a connection 
with a communicative, easy-going 
and fun woman for friendship or 
long-term relationship. Call if this 
describes you. 9463053 
NEWTON AREA ONLY 
Professor, author, WM, loves 
ideas, movies, hiking, music, danc- 
ing, arts, literature, spirituality, gar- 
dening, bridge. poetry, politics 
Thoughtful, caring, sensitive, good 
listener, spontaneous. Seeks well- 
educated WF, 51-65, with a sense 
of humor. 432534 





TAKE A CHANCE 
Water for chocolate. | am a fun, 
creative, easygoing, positive 


strong, hard-working gentleman. 
27, great cook, good listener. | 
seek a woman, 21-40, N/S 
7583227 

WORK HARD PLAY HARDER 
Active, 34 y/o male loves travel 
skiing, hiking. Professional looking 
for someone who loves the above 
as well as music and outdoor activ- 
ities and doesn’t mind the occa- 
sional stuffy black tie event 
72531183 

HOPELESS ROMANTIC 

Tall, slim SWM 38, medical profes- 
sional, loves hiking, climbing and 
playing guitar, thrives in the out- 
doors and spirituality. Seeking 
SWF, 25-38, slender, affectionate, 
open, honest and sensitive 

542155 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


LET'S MEET 
Been trying to meet you. Spirited 
enthusiastic WM, 22, no children 
non-smoker, seeks a nice, smoke- 
free girl, 19-25, with carefree atti 
tude. 77575995 
LOVES ECLECTIC MUSIC 

Mature man of 50, intelligent 
handsome, and fit, seeks company 
of younger woman. Main interests 
are music, movies, and sports. 
7501344 

| PLAY GUITAR 
24 years old, 5'9", nice smile, flirty. 
fun, and attractive. | love playing 
guitar along the Charles, all kinds 
of music, being original, The Red 
Sox, and looking for a rock chick 
around my age. 7543937 

ALOT TO OFFER 
You want to meet me. This male 
early 30s, going into Harvard Law 
School, is looking to meet a H/WF 
23-45, non-smoker. 42562803 

SAVE ME 

47-year-old DWM, 6'1", 200!bs. 
Italian, in search of one good 
woman to save me from working 
myself to death. Must be passion- 
ate, have a slender figure and love 
to hold hands. #208407 


SPICY MEATBALL 
Caring, cuddly 39, 6’, dark hair 
eyes, passion for the arts, spicy 
exotic cuisines, world music, stimu- 
lating conversation. Seeks curvy. 
romantic, cerebral, spiritual, artsy 
female, with child-like sense of fun 
for picnics in the park, dancing in 
the dark . 4955673 

CIRCLE THIS AD 
Sensitive positive man, 35, physi- 
cian, financially stable, enjoys the 
finer things in life, looking for the 
right woman to treat like a queen. | 
am looking for a classy and ele- 
gant lady. Could it be you? 
7571925 

BLOND, BLUE-EYED GUY 

Athletic SWM, 24, 6'1", grad stu- 
dent/professional, enjoys week- 
ends on the beach, wild times 
sports fan, adrenaline junkie 
Searching for open, smart, beauti- 
ful woman, 18-40, with ability to let 
loose, whose standards are as 
high as mine! 7438872 


YOUR KISS, ON MY LIST 
Funny guy, 29, 5°11”, brown/hazel 
rocks out to ‘80s music, enjoys 
rollerblading, Davis Square, cool 
restaurants. Seeking hip, flirtatious 
female, on the tall side. Ask me 20 
questions, |'ll give you honest 
answers! %267796 

COULD IT BE ME? 
| am new to the area. This WM 
early 30s, no children, is looking to 
meet a WF, 22-34, for friendship 
dating, and more. 49548877 


OD ic au THE WORLDS... 


a Stage, will you shakily act a role? 
Whether you play, portray or pre- 
tend, singin’ the blues can mend 
When roads diverged did you say 
To what end?” or simply choose 
something like a star? SWM, 45, 
seeks SF, 24-44. 48255848 
CATCH OF THE DAY 
SWM, 24, stable, looking for sexy 
girl to go out to dinner, see a 
movie, hit the clubs, get to know. If 
you would like to get to know me 
leave a message. 7522262 
TAKE A CHANCE 
All work and no play makes me a 
dull boy. Hard-working SBM 
seeks a bit of fun and adventure 
with the right SF, 25-35, for con- 
versation, dinner, friendship and 
more. 9550157 
BORED IN BOSTON 
Tall, striking, athletic, intelligent 
funny, unique SWM, 36, seeks 
female partner in crime, for laugh- 
ing, learning, and adventure 
268061 
BLACK MAN FOR LOVE 
Male in his 30s, non-smoker, 6 
180ibs, romantic, good-looking 
honest, sincere, caring, D/D-free 
occasional drinker. Seeking SB/ 
WF, 20-50, romantic, attractive, 
who knows how to please a man 
for stable romance or spice dating 
relationship. | would like to take you 
out tonight and many more nights 
7215735 
LET'S MEET 
SM, 37, ex-military, good-looking, a 
little Keanu mixed with a little 
Richard Gere (so I'm told) hard- 
working, very busy, trying to fill a 
gap.Seeking understanding, light- 
hearted SF for friendship/relation- 
ship. 4556958 
SINGLE IN THE CITY 
SWM, young-looking 40, 5'11” 
175lbs, brown/brown, fit, laid-back, 
entrepreneur, never married, no 
kids, likes dining out, traveling, 
cards, beaches, bookstores, coffee 
shops. See anything you like? 
77991147 
STONEHAM AREA 
SM, 52, 6’, 185lbs, smoker, seeks 
SF with sense of humor, 45-55, 
5'4”-6’, for dining out, movies, lots 
of hugs. 49117912 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Long Tall Sally? DWM, mid-40s 
seeking a SWF, 35+, 6’+, for a dat- 
ing and possible relationship 
7573493 
CAN YOU LIGHT MY FIRE? 
SWM, 27, looking for the compan- 
ionship of a feisty SW/HF, 20-35, 
who knows who she is. If you like to 
have fun and spontaneity is your 
bag give me a try if you want a 
wheel of a good time! %P209854 
GENTLE TOUCH 
Black male, 44, seeks a plus-size 
white female, 30-50, for fun in the 
sun! 7215846 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
Attractive SWM, 34, in search of an 
attractive, educated, hard-working, 
mature woman, 18-35, for possible 
relationship. %9571606 


To place your ad and for 
Customer Service, call 


800-310-5995 


OUTDOORSMAN 
Easygoing, nice guy, 45, non- 
smoker, who enjoys biking, hik- 
ing, cross-country skiing, art, or- 
ganic, gardening, much more 
Would like to meet petite, non 
smoking SF, 37-45, with similar 
interests, 4216038 

WITTY BACHELOR 
Professional SWM, 36, seeks 
petite SAF, 24-39, into CD/record 
hunting, the Red Sox, movies and 
learning new words. Let's have 
some laughs and see what comes 
of it. 4884278 

SEEKING ASIAN LADY 
SWM, 6’, 200ibs, brown hair, blue 
eyes, enjoys dining out, movies 
music, outdoor activities. I'm look- 
ing to meet a stable, sweet, caring 
Asian lady, 25-39, for a long-term 
relationship. 49262426 

GREAT COMPANION 
Sweet and sexy 37-year-old attor- 
ney, loves driving to the ocean or a 
lake with that special someone. 
making shrimp scampi, challeng- 
ing you to Scrabble. Seeking tall, 
fit, thin and funny gal with great 
triple word scores technique 
267893 

ENERGY FOCUSED 
Are you a WF, 35-55, into mentali- 
ty, peacefulness, relaxation, cre- 
ativity? I'm a BM, 43, who'd love to 
meet you. %268405 

GENUINELY NICE GUY 
Energetic SBM, 34, handyman 
painter, carpenter, landscaper, jack 
of all trades, black belt, loves dining 
Out, sports, soul music, traveling, 
kickboxing, “Kill Bill.” Searching for 
a like-minded woman who always 
has a smile on her face. 77948959 

REALITY SHOW REJECT 
Why? Because I'm down-to-earth 
and |'m a realist. Single, 42-year- 
old, non-smoking professional 
leads a clean lifestyle, never mar. 
ried, no children (work came first 
until now). Humorous, energetic 
Outgoing, considered good-look- 
ing, tall, medium build, enjoys con- 
certs, the gym, dining, cycling 
movies, travel, etc. Open to new 
adventures. Seeking an attractive 
SW/AF, 25-42, with similar inter- 
ests. #7239301 

PERSONAL TRAINER 
Black male, 43, 59", gentleman 
would like to meet a full-figured 
white female, 35-55. #277080 

SQUEAKY CLEAN! 

SWM, young 46, muscular 5'9” 
180ibs, in shape Army veteran 
jogger, seeks woman, 25-49, for 


mutual pleasure. Your limits 
respected. 49627560 
CALL ME 


Tall, romantic, handsome, profes- 
sional SWM, 35, 6'1", dark/dark 
well-built, sense of humor, honest 
enjoys sports and the outdoors 
Seeking honest, sincere, romantic 
S/DWF for movies, dinners, travel- 
ing. CT 821675 
FAHRENHEIT 9/11 
28-year-old single father wants to 
see Fahrenheit 9/11 in the theatre 
but hates going alone! Looking for 
good-looking, liberal-minded wo- 
man to join me. #£401301 
SPIRITUAL 
Tall, dark, handsome Italian, 6 
200lbs, fit, fun, funny, non-smoker. 
non-drinker, 50ish, cycling, swim- 
ming, Harleys. Seeking lean beau- 
ty, any race. North of Boston 
218667 
DOES SHE EXIST? 
SW\M, 39, 6’, 195Ibs, brown/blue 
friendly and outgoing. I'm looking 
to meet a lady who's fun to be with 
slim, and looking for a serious rela- 
tionship. Between 25-39, race 
open. 47401492 
SUNRISE OVER BOSTON 
SWM, 42, confident, agile, secure 
likes live entertainment, museums 
sunrises, slurpees. Seeks Chris- 
tian kindred spirit with no depend- 
ents for unlimited possibilities. Must 
enjoy star gazing. #279719 
STIMULATE YOUR MIND 
SWM, 32, blond/blue, enjoys read- 
ing, Italian food, good conversa- 
tion, sporting events, dancing, new 
experiences. Looking to spend 
quality time with caring, affection- 
ate, kind-hearted SF, 25-37, and 
share life's experiences. 77882895 
NICE ITALIAN GUY 
SWM, 44, 6'3”, looking to settle 
down with lady, 35-45, non-smok- 
er, positive personality. | work free- 
lance so time off varies. Likes: 
small family owned restaurants 
travel to NYC; cooking for a special 
person a with family/friends 
and more. 1888482 
MUTUAL RELAXATION 
Single male, slightly over 40, in 
good shape, loyal, conscientious, 
enjoys movies, art, walks and talks 
Are you a warm, curvy, fun restau- 
rateur? 952205 
LOVES LIFE, OUTGOING 
SW\M, 34, seeking out-going SWF 
who likes to go out for dinner 
movies, drinks, who likes to enjoy 
life with no ties. 4413118 
BABY-FACED GUY 
SM, 33, 5'3”, slender build, brown 
skin, baby smile, walks with a limp, 
interests include politics, British tv, 
pop and jazz music. Seeking fair- 
minded, flexible female who keeps 
fit but isn't a sports fanatic, into 
movies, British tv. 4416556 
PEACE 
SWM, late 20s, Gemini, non- 
smoker, seeks a down-to-earth 
WF, 25-32, non-smoker, for 
friendship, dating, and possible 
relating. 4423631 
ADVENTUROUS, MEDIA 
Executive, handsome, financially/ 
physically fit, SM, 48, seeks pol- 
ished, stylish female partner for 
social/ousiness events, travel, mar- 
velous dinners, lively conversation, 
35-45, athletic encounters on and 
off tennis courts and golf links 
Long-term relationship ambitions. 
7423216 


QUINCY 
SW\M, 55, 5'9”, 150lbs, non-smok- 
er, health-conscious. | enjoy out- 
door activities and simple pleas- 
ures. I'm a dog owner, and would 
like to meet a woman who enjoys 
the same things and likes dogs! 
78434004 
RELATIONSHIP/MARRIAGE 
Attractive SWM, 5'10", 175ibs 
dark brown/brown, likes keeping in 
shape, going out for fun, or staying 
home for cuddling, love and 
romance. Seeking attractive, hon- 
est, sincere, very dedicated SF, 18- 
35, for love, romance, a future 
together and a permanent relation- 
ship. 7226689 
FREE MALE 
DWM, 38, 5'7”, dirty blond/brown 
hair, blue eyes, enjoys laughing 
animals, beach walks, camping. 
concerts, travel, and vegging out 
WLTM non-smoking, easy going 
caring, blonde/redhead, petite 
SWF with sense of humor who 
likes the same. So. Shore area 
7456141 
DATE MATE 
DWM, 45, 5'8", slim, well-educat- 
ed, witty, seeks sensitive lady, 28 
to late 30s, for casual dating. | 
enjoy reading, progressive poli- 
tics, movies, most music, and 
stimulating conversation. Per- 
sonality, intelligence, and affec- 
tion important. Attractive? Great! 
Height woke proportionate. Shy 
ness ok 462022 
NO COMMITMENT 
WM, late 40s, professional, hand 
some, newly separated, just wants 
to enjoy. Seeks playful, attractive 
female for casual, passionate 
times. 18233754 
DINNER IN NORTH END 
with friends and finish the night at 
The Roxy. This isn't every night of 
course, but | do love to dance and 
dine out. | am an easy going 
laughable, joyous 32-year-old male 
with black/grey hair and brown 
eyes. | have been called loyal 
almost to a fault. Would like to find 
a woman who is similar, who is not 
too serious, because | certainly am 
not. #291099 
RELATIONSHIP NEWBIE 
introverted grad student, SJM, 31 
5'6", seeks honest, intelligent 
woman, same generation, for con- 
versation and recreation. Perhaps 
also procrastination, even infatua- 
tion, but not manipulation or aggra- 
vation. Jewish, Unitarian, or 
Scrabble player a plus. 47997916 
BE MY GINGER ROGERS 
I'm a tall, well-built man with brown 
eyes and black hair. I'm looking for 
a lovely lady who will be my dance 
partner. | enjoy clubbing, eating 
healthfully, and curvy, flirty girlies! 
Let's dance the night away! 
466042 
MARRIAGE WITH NO SEX 
I'm a mix between Al Pacino 
Dustin Hoffman, and DeNiro 
SWM, no sex because of a sur 
gery, well-educated, seeks under 
standing woman for marriage 
between the ages of 24-44. | like 
flying airplanes, renting sailboats at 
the club, and writing about political 
science. 477285 
RENAISSANCE MAN 
Tall, active, SUM, (45), with tradi- 
tional Jewish values, wanting chil- 
dren, seeks compatible SJF 
between 35-43. %9548969 
CASTING LEADING LADY 
Handsome, eclectic, music lover. 
film maker, photographer, seeks 
attractive gal pal to share adven- 
tures, collaborate on arts, life etc 
long-term relationship sought 
490674 
THE REAL DEAL 
SWM, early 40s, enjoys independ- 
ent films, jazz/blues, seeks person- 
able, curvy, fit female who's down- 
to-earth, supportive, affectionate. 
Expect same from this attractive 
5'8", athietic/muscular build, open- 
minded SWM, dark brown hair, 
brown-green eyes, moustache, 
looking for companionship/friend- 
ship leading to long-term relation- 
ship. 4239948 
PHARMACIST 
24-year-old pharmacist looking *to 
meet a lady that wants to hang out 
go on dates, spend time together, 
and get to know one another. 
7534294 
PETITE WOMAN WANTED 
SWM, 44, 5'9”, fit, handsome 
175lbs, PhD, entrepreneur, English 
professor, into shopping, poetry, 
romance, music. Wants soulmate 
age open. %128585 
MR MELLOW 
SWM, 32, professional chef, non- 
smoker, loves reading, movies 
and travel. Seeking woman, 18-35 
for dating, hopefully leading to 
long-term relationship. 4552509 
GOOD SPORT SEEKS SAME 
SWM, 26, 6'2”, athletic build, Gem- 
ini, non-smoker, seeks woman, 18- 
30, who loves sports and music 
7552885 
MUSCLES AND BRAINS 
Intelligent, college-educated SWM, 
39, 5'8”, 240!bs, bodybuilder, non- 
smoker, no kids, loves laughing 
traveling, music, and living life to 
the fullest. Seeking fun, healthy, 
athletic woman, 21-42, non-smok- 
er. Let's explore life. 419551348 
Hi THERE! 
Short, average-looking but warm- 
hearted professional, brown/ 
brown, 40, seeks you: cute, petite, 
open-minded woman with a good 
sense of humor for fun, romance, 
and a possible intimate relationship 
that we'll both probably end up 
regretting someday. 7442615 
CELTIC CHARM 
SWM, 46, well-educated, physical- 
ly fit Irishman, loves nature, litera- 
ture, music and sports. If you're 
between 35 and 45, down-to-earth, 
unpretentious and honest, | would 
love to hear from you. %449657 

















To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


M - Male e F - Female e S - 


NEW TO PORTLAND AREA 
SWM, 28, Aries, non-smoker 
restaurant host, loves movies and 
cooking. Seeking woman, 18-34 
non-smoker, for friendship, maybe 
more. 545049 

BY THE NUMBERS 
professional! SWM, 54, non-smok 
er, seeks laid-back, mathemati 
cian, flexible woman, 40-55, non 
smoker, interested in exploring a 
friendship and eventual relation- 
ship. 49547490 

BENDS IT LIKE BECKHAM 
Handsome soccer player, 24 
seeking young attractive lady for 
dating and possible relationship. 
7P544867 

ALOVE STORY 
56-year-old, 61", 180lbs, kind of 
shy, but a lover. Does not matter 
age or race, | would love to meet 
someone to talk with, to laugh and 
joke with. Love watching romantic 


love story movies with a lady 
7527720 
QUIET REBEL 
™”. dark brown, medium build 


hazel eyes, clean cut and shaven 
attractive guy next door type look- 
ing for the girl next door. Be sexy 
and sexual, without being overt 
about it. | am a loner that keeps to 
myself, but friendly and sociable as 
well. Would like to find someone 
similar Jent thinker 


ly in the Providence 








WWiet 
juiet 





area 053 
TO MAKE YOU LAUGH 
45 year old SWM, 5'1", 185i 


vrVvhazel, plays lead 











like me. 49542102 

READY FOR IT 
40, 5'8”, brown/brown, 170lbs, with 
a 9 year old son, divorced for 7 





years, wanting a relationship, non- 
smoker, drink occasionally, but not 
often. I'm in Ri and ready to start a 
serious relationship. 49542106 
INNER CHARACTER 
31 year old, Irish Italian, 5'7 
black/blue, 162Ibs, athletic build 
medical technician, friendly, cook- 
sr, dances, open-minded, goal and 
career oriented, looking for an hon- 
est and sincere lady, 24-46, want- 
ing a guy with inner character 
strong and supportive, loyal and 
playful, D/D free that wouldn't mind 
going to church as weil. 49542612 
ARE YOU CLASSY? 
49, 5'9", very athletic build, never 
married, never smoked, never 
drank, but once in a while social- 
ly. | love to bike ride, go to the 
beach, fish, work around the 
house, antiques, and make 
repairs. Have several antique 
cars. Looking for classy, well- 
dressed gal for a monogamous 
relationship. #7541911 
OUTDOORSMAN 
45, SWM, looking for young lady 
that knows what she wants. | am 
an outdoorsman with no children 
7526030 


WOLFEBORO, NH 
GWM seeking friendship, possibly 
more with the right man. | typically 
am attracted to a mature man, 30- 
40. | have been toid | am a good 
catch but you will have to be the 
judge of that. 47529079 
LOVE CONNECTION 
Fun-loving GM, 42, 6’, nice build, 
brown/brown, looking for a nice 
man for good times and possible 
long-term relationship. 47903016 
COULD IT BE ME? 
SM, 44, enjoys museums, theater 
travel, mountain biking, hiking and 
a beer afterwards, seeking a com- 
patible SF, 34-49, for dating an 
possible relationship. 49557939 
FRAMINGHAM MALE 
BM, 5'11”, 210lbs, exercises regu- 
larly, enjoys sports, music. Seeking 
WM, over 50 preferred but not 
exclusive. Chubby or heavy-set a 
plus. 12223435 
EXTRA LARGE 
Looking for extra large SB/HM, 18- 
50, bodybuilder. Thin, clean-cut 
WM, 39, wants to meet you 
506387 
LET'S BE A TEAM 
WM, 42, 5'10”, 175ibs, brown hair. 
green eyes, attractive, masculine 
healthy, fit- seeks attractive, mas 
culine, healthy, fit man. 4544115 
REAL GUY FOR SAME 
Masculine, muscular, good-look- 
ing, professional GWM, 33, 6 
195ibs, athletic enjoys ihe out- 
doors, Sunday football, having a 
couple beers. Seeking a similar. 
masculine WM, 22-35. 861784 
MAKE ME LAUGH 
Good-looking, young professional 
5'7", 140lbs, athletic and fit, 27 
European, blond/biue, looking for 
someone to chill, hangout and 
laugh if the chemistry is right. I'd 
like a guy around my age, who's fit 
and funny. 4427180 
TAKE A CHANCE 
Caring, lively, smart, witty WM, 55 
no children, N/S, is looking for an 
AM, 24-50, to create a romantic 
spark. 550534 
SPECIAL SOMEONE? 
African-American GM on North 
Shore, 40, looking to enjoy life with 
GM, age and race unimportant 
Just looking to enjoy each others 
company. 9437736 
CAPPUCCINO, ANYONE? 
I'm 6'3” with dark brown eyes and 
hair. | love Hoobastank, Maroon 5, 
and No Doubt. Always up for a 
good game of volleyball or meeting 
friends for coffee. Confidence is a 
beautiful thing! Call me! %#252499 
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SEEKING WEEKDAY PAL 
WM, 52, 5'8°, 150ibs, smooth 
good build, smoker. | enjoy sports. 
Southern NH beaches, cuddling 
after a bubble bath and massage. 
Seeking in-shape, clean, down-to- 
earth gentleman for dating 
TP965415 
BRITISH-AMERICAN WM 
WM, 30, blue eyes, slim, introvert 
ed; classical music, literature, qual 
ity one-on-one time. Serious, hon- 
est only please. 7957644 
FOOTBALL AND LAUGHING 
Looking for a guy or guys, for foot- 
ball, laughing, for times when guys 
need guys. | am 6’ tall, 182Ibs 
browrvbrown, slender. If you like to 
wear heels, that's ok, anything 
goes. Just be yourself, have a 
sense of humor and be looking to 
explore. 4489464 
BLUE-COLLAR BRO 
Biack dude, 36, 5'8 
shaved head, muscular 
enjoys lifting, road trips, and 
puter games. Hard-working - 
collar type of guy seeks a similar 
WM for friendship. 49509784 
ASIAN ALERT 
Antique GWM, computer dummy 
would like to meet young GAM 
who is a computer nerd. %P519030 
PASSIONATE AND KIND 


175Ibs. 
build 


om 








GW\M, 38, brown/green, slim, look 
ng for intelligent and IVE 
male. 25-40 to share a c 





noker eed not try. 513 
NATIVE AMERICAN MALE 








GM, 34, 5'8”, 190Ibs, brown/t 

average build jecent 

enic ndo € 

movies, most musi male 

with similar interests. 4518939 
MOHEGAN SUN? 


Good-looking slean-cut, in-shape 
WM, 33, 5'7”, 145ibs, work out reg- 
ularly, pretty new, seeks a similar. 
athletic guy. Someone who's a 
clean-cut, masculine, discreet 
non-smoking WM, for friendship. 
travel, possibly more. Athletic 
jock/prep guys only. @P89889¢ 
HIN UND ZURUCK 
SWM 5'10" 155ibs, lean body, likes 
to ski, cycle, into contemporary 
arts, modeling, photography, new 
experiences. A versatile friend 
Been there and back? Seeking 
GWM of like mind and body. Bristol 
county. 49519821 
WHITE 
CLASSIC JOCKEYS 
All-American “French/Greek” top 
cat enjoys foreign travel, history 
romance languages, fine dining 
cooking, swimming, exercise, jog- 
ging, reading, intense conversa- 
tion with that special man. Seek- 
ing passive yet assertive guy, 25- 
55, who also loves wearing tight 
button-fly Levi 501s and white 
401012 
| AM WHO | AM 
| am seeking a quietly feminine 
effeminate CD or TV who enjoys 
dinners, movies, theatre, music, 
weekends planned together. | am 
an ex-Marine, lean muscles, in top 
shape. | am for real. Seeking long- 
term relationship. Serious replies 
only. 49947699 
LOOKING FOR THE REAL 
Down-to-earth, quiet, serious 
GWM, 53, 5'7", good-looking, gym 
toned, healthy, employed, seeks 
similar, intellectual GWM, 36-53 
believing true liberation is some- 
thing you strive for everywhere and 
comes from within. For dating, pos- 
sibly more. 47891878 
FALCOR SEEKS ATREYU 
GWM, 48, 5'10”, 175Ibs, brown/ 
brown, seeks smalier companion, 
under 35, any race, to share life 
and times. Enjoy baseball, history. 
Play Station, pool, movies, cud- 
dling with unpretentious, boyish 
honest buddy. America is great 
let's enjoy it together. 47928755 
LOOKING FOR ME? 
Good-looking SBM, 31, 145ibs. 
sexy, crazy, cool, down-to-earth, 
not into games, enjoys rap, hip 
hop, R&B, movies, dining. Seek- 
ing similar masculine Asian or 
SB/HM, for friendship and good 
times. TP998522 
KINDRED SPIRIT 
Compassionate, active WM, 59 
5'11", 185ibs, gray-blond hair, 
seeks fit, masculine, unself-cen- 
tered WM, 30-55, for deep happi- 
ness in sharing life's wonders. Arts 
and outdoors. 9919326 
STR8 GUY 4 OLDER 
Kind gentleman seeks straight 
male, age 19-25, for friendship 
maybe more. Brockton area. Latino 


or Cape Verdean preferred 
239225 
TAKE A CHANCE! 


I'm 5°10" with blue eyes and light 
brown hair. | enjoy long walks in 
nature, reading, travel, foreign lan 
Quages, and spirituality. | need a 
love who is in touch with himself 
and is compassionate. 4252583 
LIFE IN THE OLD BOY 
SWM, 60+, body mass index 
below 24, seeks same for relation- 
ship. Affectionate, healthy, brown 
brown. Enjoys music, reading 
walking, classic movies. Short and 
dark are pluses. 49257837 








CREATIVE COMPANION 
Youthtul, energetic, loving, stable 
GWM, 53, trim, healthy, many 


interests. Seeks honest long-term 
relationship with romantic, caring 
fun, fit GM, 30-45. Not into scene 
Love movies, music, arts, travel 
239820 
FEMME, BUT NOT... 

a flaming queen. GWM, 42, 5'6” 
135Ibs, brown/brown, thin, muscu- 
lar, non-smoker, seeks a mascu- 
line, well-built man, 35-55, non 
smoker, ready for a relationship 
412159 


Widowed ¢ G 


To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


Gay e Bi 


LOOKING 4 REAL 


24-year-old GWM, biond/biue 
220ibs, glasses, 5°11", average 
build, N/D, drug-free, smoker, few 


tats and piercings, into dancing 
movies, chillin’ with friends, walks. 
parks. Very spontaneous and will 
ing to try new things. 49428421 
YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
Good-looking WM, 34, 5'9" 
170\bs, in excellent physical shape 
extremely healthy lifestyle, blue 
collar worker. You: laid-back, mas- 
culine, 56+, mentor figure, ready to 
show me fun times. 1207793 
LET'S GET TOGETHER 
Good-looking BiWM, 41, clean 
D/D-free, non-smoker, clean-sha 
ven, 5'9”, 210Ibs, in shape, brown 
brown, short hair, blue collar 
Southern NH. Seeks good-looking 
WM, 25-35, clean-shaven, 5'9° 
swimmers body, short hair, for dat 
ing and more. #436478 
FUN COMPANION 


GM wants to meet a fur mopar 









ion to have a good Very low 
key and chill. No stress enviror 
m 486168 

BUDDY WANTED! 


GWM, 28, 5'8 
od-looking 


brown/brown, very 
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WHAT'S THE WORD? 

things? Get int 7495594 
TERRENCE SEEKS PHILLIP 


k k 





early 30s. I'm art 
446416 
TAKE A CHANCE 
Middie-aged man, but 
5'8", 160ibs, 15% b 
tured, sexy, ex-model 
lives in NH, but will travel 
financially secure, great dresser 
great catch, loves theatre, working 
out, looking to meet casual dating, 
possibly more. You must be attrac- 
tive, actively working, young-look- 
ing, 25-40, D/D-free. Into culture 
and theatre, skiing, and traveling 
Serious replies only. 4967742 
BLONDE DREAM 
In a tall blonde 44-year-old mar 
with gorgeous biue eyes looking for 
nice, preferably tall man. I'm very 
outgoing, and love spending time 
outdoors. Looking for a possible 
long-term relationship. %P257699 
WORTH A CALL 
SM, 25, 59”, 180ibs, brown hair. 
piercings, seeks outgoing, honest 
SM who enjoys the outdoors 
nights out, for sharing fun and 
friendship. 29550506 
SEEKS SHE-MALE 
Bi-male, 41, 5'10", 170lbs, black 
hair, dark brown eyes, clean 
shaven, Native American, seeking 
she-male or passable trans for 
long-term relationship. Fall River 
area. 455357 
SINGLE IN NEW ENGLAND 
SM, Capricorn, seeks kind, caring 
considerate gentle partner for fun 
leading to LTR. €504124 
ELECTRICIAN 
SM, 44, 5°10", 185ibs, muscular 
attractive, seeking SM, 25-38, for 
dating and possible relationship. 
Please be into the ocean, out- 
doors, camping, walks on the 
beach. ‘TP549993 
SINGLE ATHLETE 
44-year-old semi-pro baseball 
player, 5'10”, 140ibs, resides in RI 
Strawberry-biond hair, non-smoker, 
looking for nice, neat, clean GH/ 
AM, 18-28, with swimmer's build, 
for possible long-term relationship. 
7881355 
YOU COMPLETE ME 
Professional, neat, loving GWM 
47, 5'6", 150lbs, brown/brown 
clean-shaven, non-smoker, enjoys 
dining out, plays, long walks, drives. 
movies. Looking to meet GW/BM 
40-60, for quality time, friendship 
and relationship. 49960923 
NEED SOME LOVIN’ 
Are you an 18-49-year-old bi or 
GM looking for love? If so, this 
GWM wants to meet you and make 
you happy. Call me if you are sin- 
cere and passionate. 47421683 
BIG BEAR WANTED 
39-year-old BiM looking for big 
bear, 250ibs+. I'd like to meet 
someone who's under 30, short in 
height. Let's get together and have 
some fun! %829825 
FRIENDSHIP AND MORE 
GWM, 6’, 215ibs, 65+, blonde,D/D 
tree, N/S, clean-shaven, short hair. 
enjoys Sunday football, play golf 
occasionally, likes nature. Seeking 
61-75 for triendship and more, light 
drinking Okay, must be D/D-free 
™ 447829 
BUSINESS AND PLEASURE 
BiM, business consultant, love 
weekend getaways to Martha's 
Vineyard, Cape Cod, and Nan 
tucket. Looking for someone in the 
New Bedford area. I'm 5'8”, 150!bs 
smooth clean D/D free 
Swimming, fishing, are movies are 
my favorite activius 
home is the best, just being with 
you all night. | am a loyal, devoted 
and faithful friend. Age and race 
unimportant. 4464907 


fat 
la ji- 


ng body 


D/D-free 









but time at 





LOOKING 4 NEW LOVE 
GWPF, 42, brown/soft brown, loyal 
trustworthy, looking for that special 
someone to share new adventures 
with, to get to know first and see 
where it leads. 4550954 


Bisexual ¢ W - White 














































































































































































































































e B - African Amer 


A NICE SMILE 


iF, 50+, seeks same, with sincere 





caring heart, sense of humor a 
must, for freindship, maybe more 
later. Stoneham/North Shore 


area preferred. #7464291 

LET'S MEET 
SO friends. WF, 25, no children 
game-free seeks a womar 


32, N/S, also not into games 
559048 

FRIENDS FIRST 
SWF, 22, artsy, intelligent 


raunchy sense of humor, cute 
seeking open-minded female 
who enjoys movies, conversa 
tion, dining out or staying in 
Friends first, more possible. Size 
race unimportant. %222596 
WARM & INVITING SMILE 
Independent, funny, romantic 
GBF, 30, 5'4”, well-ro 









sonality, child care professiona 
poet ifvaceou free-spirited 
ASS a na 
Simone fan. | ) 
Jence woma ate 

8 qualities. H255 

WHAT'S THE WORD? 

GWF. 40. non-smoker, dresse 
brutally 
5] J edy 





ISO NEW PEOPLE 






ny T 
IT 1S TIME 


CARPE DIEM 
Attractive tea ‘ 


loves music, m 


her/writer 





using ary 
reading, relaxing 


ng. Seeks feminine (or androgy 





thers 








nous), environmentally aware 
intellectual with an easy laugh 
7546164 
OPEN-MINDED? 
SM, brown/blue, 5'9”, olive corm 
plexion, Greek ancestry, muscu 
har 





ARE YOU NORMAL? 
Strawberry bionde, 5'6”, toned 
likes to dance, loves the Pats. 
romantic and too honest, seeks 
non-Bi female who is a female 
Northshore area. Be honest, car- 
ing and looking for a true friend 

526902 

HALF HIPSTER, HALF DORK 
Museum girl, 33, silly extrovert 
once you get to know me, enjoys 
PBS, PBR, chocolate cake, the 
Red Sox, Wilco, and making 
things. Looking for a stand-up 
girl, who is kind and sensitive 
and will sometimes laugh at my 
jokes. #7511829 

ROMANCE AWAITS 
Considerate GWF, 45, seeks 
attractive, honest, romantic SF 
non-smoker, to share long walks. 
good times, friendship and fun 
possible long-term relationship. 
7847134 

COFFEE IN CAMBRIDGE? 
GWF, 60, passionate about 
teaching, seeks educated pro- 
fessional into reading, indie 
films, shopping, exploring new 
places. #9251682 

FRIENDLY GIRL 
GBF, easy conversationalist 
romantic, likes cuddling, vaca- 
tion, watching movies on a rainy 
day, watching the beauty in your 
eyes expressing the love for life 
you feel. Looking for companion 
lover, friend. #7251996 

SEEKS INTELLIGENT LIFE 
BIWF, 35, cute, fit, loves nature 
outdoors, movies, music, spiritu- 
al/New Age thought. Seeking 
connection for fun, dating, ro- 
mance, and more. Sense of hu- 
mor a plus. #2939539 

SNUGGLER NEEDED 
| am a 22-year-old female, with 
short blond/blue, 5'6", size 3 
Would love to find someone that 
likes spending time with me and 
my son, who is also a fun, outgo 
ing snuggler. 4459835 

INTO THE ARTS 

Friendly, warm female, 22, 5'6 
open-minded, cute, loves explo 
ration, listening to music, indie 
films, art, dining out, laughing 
Looking for similar woman, 22- 
27, tomboy type preferred, tor 
friendship or more. #282670 

BEST THING SINCE 
Dark chocolate! 
GWF 44, by 
University, by night acoustic 
star. Love good conversation, ft 
& serious movies, dancing, bik 





















ing, live music, friends, activisr 
Seek thoughtful, creative, kind 
non-smoking, non-drinking GF 


for dating, hopefully more 
7 267686 

SMART & ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 
Tall, blonde, blue-eyed 
would love to meet another girly 
girl who's intelligent, responsible 
caring, attractive, fun to be with 
and easygoing. Most importantly 
be honest and genuine. T42232¢ 


ARE YOU SHY? 


female 
f ale 








LooKing for women who expe 

ence shyness. Want to start a 
discussion and support group 
7433144 


LOVABLE LEO 
GWF, 40ish, attractive brunette 
hazel, great sense of humor 
seeking same. All my friends are 
Straight, please fill the void. Tel 
me about yourself. 2461067 





To place your ad and for 
Customer Service, call 


800-310-5995 


Black ¢ H - Hispani 


CUTE TOMBOY 





Now available on DVD! 43-year 
id GF. 5'4 yreen eyes friends 
would joke m really Norman 
Bates’ little sister), loves hitting 
the beach, “Once Ur a Time 
n Mexico,” dining out. Looking 
Jate st uddly 
haired woman wt kes tor 
boys. 206584 
TRUE LADY 


Compassionate woman, strong 
valued in principles, seeks same 
30s), beautiful, warm, gracious 
ntelligent mature, classy, sin- 
feminine lady responsible 
in her ability to love and care for 
others. £P458206 


cere 


PARTNER 

IN CRIME 
Attractive, educated, adventur 
ous, BF, 28, 5’8", 140lbs, with a 


jevilish sense 


f humor and 
nd to matct ves traveling 





king friendshir tt 
922724 

MARTHA STEWART — 

where are you? 40-year-old 





968614 
READY TO SHARE 


5] 


27466 
TIRED OF DINNER FOR 1? 


7807419 
NO CLUE 
D.N/Dr ; 41669 
LET'S HAVE FUN 


»king for someone to share 
fun and romance ike rr 
animals, travel, kids, and sports 


Possible LTR. %P49305€ 
ASIAN CUTIE PIE 


Cute SAF 





MY RED HAIR 


Ss what you will notice about r 
first. It is soft and waiting for your 
fingers. Tall woman who needs a 
tall man. Keep it real and we'll be 
fine. | trust you. #7482447 

AWAITING MY EQUAL 
Professional GF, 5'8”, with great 
sense of humor, very beautiful 
sexy, intelligent, femme, outgo 
ing, and spontaneous, seeks 
honest, open femme woman 
willing to meet me halfway, with 
beauty, quality, intelligence, who 
enjoys just sitting around watch- 
ing tv and laughing. T496864 

APPLE BLOSSOM 

24-year-old, attractive, educat- 
ed femme woman, 5'5", 120ibs 
seeking cute, fit, wholesome 
educated femme friend who 
enjoys poetry reading, coffee 
drinks, shopping, applying lip 
gloss, apple-picking. Let's get 
to know each other...slowly 
T 469085 


1 SPY 


HER AND ME 
We were in a clothing store 
downtown. You complimented a 
piece of jewelry | was wearing 
You are gorgeous! Let's have a 
drink. T498451 
AT SWANSEA MALL 
Our eyes met near Wal-mart 
check out Dec14, but | shilly 
miss opportunity at two other 
stores. You pretty,captivating 
light eyes; orange jacket; w/ older 
woman.!: short dark hair;dark 
blue fleece jacket;single.Another 
chance?! %P550575 
NEW ORLEANS HALLOWEEN? 
Handsome and tender Prov 
Jence landscape designer 
tried to find you later that day 
Can we talk? 9514330 
THIS TIME WE DANCE 
found your fur coat on the side 
walk, that’s no place for the rare 
Brazilian minx. It misses, as do | 
your black boustier. I'd like to see 


more of your, much more, but 
this time we dance without the 
shaperones the at get 





to a couch. 532811 
NEW ORLEANS 


turned 








Halloween weekend: Hands: 
and tender Providence 
scape designer. Wish we could 
have spent more time Can we 
talk? 4519051 

WHERE DO YOU GO? 
We used to cross path here and 


there for y unt ant t 





e ag 4 you 

? 418306 

MA PACKER 

FANS IN GB 10/3 

king for a hot g 

Bay Packer game i 
3rd. Sect 1 

Seat 13 or 14. You 


€ 
wil INE juys 


juy 
Green 
October 











SMILEY 
SEEKS KRISTEN 

You often see me several times a 
week, you were at the pick up 
counter today and said you 
would be back tomorrow. Are you 
single? Lets chat. Smiles—aka 
Smiley. 4482628 






















Phcenix 


nersonals 
Sava 


BY DAN SAVAGE 


Shit happens 


I'm a woman in an LTR. Recently | had a discussion about anal sex with my guy. 
Knowing that | was a little nervous, he was GGG and let me experiment on him first 





| was fingering him, instead of soft flesh, | felt something rough and uneven inside 
him. It took a moment, but | realized it was probably a shit! He didn’t realize what 


until he came, letting him enjoy the moment. But now | don’t know what to do: was 


it happens again? 
Wary About Butts N 
your boyfriend’s butt? Are you sure, WABN? | 


rett 


prostate glands 





clit is not the “man in the canoe,” ladies : t p of tt 
man’s hat). The deliciously naughty ser r ) h bur g tl 
whole butt taboo is not to be underestimated aSS you'r AY 
ing with, WABN, and barring radical elective surgery and a lifetime of changing 





colostomy bags, shit comes with the territory. This t somett 
brate (save for a few sickos), just something they come to grips 
was shit you encountered, WABN. Get over it 

So how do you handle this situation if it happens again? Repeat after me: anal pl 

from JV fingers to varsity-level “Louisville Pluggers” he temporary su 
pension of disbelief. It’s a hole; a pleasure center; an entry, not an 
anal-sex fans encounter an unwelcome reminder of the lower GI's primary 
a rough and uneven lump, a sudden release of gas — they regard it as a sign fre 
anal-sex gods that the butt-sex portion of the program is canceled. So the next 
you encounter something rough and uneven in your boyfriend’s ass — or if he ever « 
counters something rough and uneven in your own — don’t keep digging around in 
there. However much your boyfriend may be enjoying the moment, the anal action | 


WITN. SO 





requires t 





ction 


r) t 





time 








ye Love 


mail@savagelove.net 


Well, it worked out great, and we both found pleasure in anal play. However, last time 


was going on and wanted me to go deeper. | kept pleasing him, without going deeper, 


that actually a shit in him? Is that normal? How should | handle a situation like that if 


mature 
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over. It is not disrespectful under the circumstances you've described to say, “You're 


not clean, sweetie,” or, “There isn’t room in there for me,” or the simple and effec 
tive, “Occupied!” Suggest a quick break, maybe a shower, and laugh/wipe it off 


Have you heard about “the Pirate”? This is when you're getting a blowjob from a 


girl, and when you come, you ejaculate in her eye. Then you kick her in the shin. The 
result is the woman is squinting her eye and hopping up and down on one foot, hold- 


ing her leg and screaming, “ARRRGH!” How many people are into this? 
Jack Off Wan 
The Pirate. A Hot Karl. Donkey Punching. The Dirty Sanchez. Icy Mikes 


Not a day goes by that | don’t get at least one question about a sex act that exists 


only in the imaginations of adolescent boys. | assure you, JOW, that no one has ever 
attempted “the Pirate,” just as no one has ever performed a Hot Karl, delivered a 

Donkey Punch, or inserted an Icy Mike. They're all fictions. To demonstrate how eas 
a disgusting, fictitious sex act can be invented and disseminated, I’ve made one up 
myself: “The Louisville Plugger.” It’s too disgusting to describe even here. If anyone 
out there would like to know what the Louisville Plugger involves, send an e-mail to 
plugger@savagelove.net. | will e-mail you a description — hell, I'll send you a dia- 


gram. Then we can all sit back and see how long it takes for the Louisville Plugger to 


start coming up in conversations in gay bars, frat houses, and letters to sex-advice 
columnists. 


| read your column about the scared-of-her-evil-scientist-fantasies girlfriend, and 
felt compelled to add a non-sex-therapist woman's perspective. | agree that the sex 
therapist doesn't have anything helpful to say — see a therapist, over-analyze your 
feelings, blah, blah, blah — but it’s possible that no amount of sex-fantasy role-play 
is going to help this man with his underlying problem. He’s not happy with the 


amount of sex he’s having. | think the sex-researcher-fantasy guilt is an excuse, plain 
and simple. | know because I’ve made similarly lame excuses. The mundane truth is 


that some women don’t have high sex drives, at least compared with their horny 
boyfriends. If this relationship is the best he’s ever had, he should compromise with 
his girlfriend and work on other ways of getting off. 


Thank God for sex experts, since you clearly have no idea what you're talking 


about. Go for it? Are you an ass? UBOES's girlfriend said she didn’t want to act on her 


fantasies, and she shouldn't be coerced simply because her boyfriend is feeling un- 


dersexed. Deal with issues you know something about, Mr. Savage, and leave the real 


stuff to the experts. Or would that leave your column empty? 


on the therapist, and your bonus experts reinforced an important point: there is al- 
ways someone freakier than you out there, so accept your normalcy. I’m glad you're 
there to let people know that it’s all going to be okay. 


The classic schlock-horror movie Re-Animator contains a scene that sounds like 
UBOES's girlfriend's fantasy: a severed yet “re-animated” head of an evil scientist 


forces a zombie father to strip his beautiful daughter so he, the evil head, can lick her 
naked body and — yes — even go down on her. Not only is it sick and horrifying, it’s 


campy and hilarious. It might not make her feel less twisted, but it might help her 
relax. 


Fun in Loving and Lusting 


Quickly 

Good point, BTTTL: UBOES's girlfriend could be lying. But in most cases, | have 
assume that the information presented in a letter is accurate. Thanks, GC. Fuck off, 
HB. And finally, FILAL, | doubt watching a film in which the severed head of an evil 
scientist rapes a young woman with the help of her zombie father is going to make 
UBOES's girlfriend feel more relaxed. But thanks for sharing. 


Been There, Tried That Line 


HB 


Your advice to UBOES could not have been better. | appreciate your calling bullshit 


GC 
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REAL ESTATE 





East Boston NO 
FEE 


2BR $975. Modern 


gorgeous 
1ew space HWfirs. 3 mir I 





to T, 2 stops to downtown, next 


to laundry.617 922 7400 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


All Real Estate advertising ir 
this newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal t 
advertise “any preference, lim 


tation, or discrimination based 





ace or 
national origin 


religion, sex 
or an intentior 
to make any such preferer 


limitat 







This newspé will not know 





ngly accep’ advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
f the aw Jur readers are 
hereby informed that all dwell- 
ings advertised in this newspa 
per are available on an equal 
pportunity basis. Any home 
seeker who feels he or she has 
encountered discrimination 
should contact the HUD Fair 


Housing and Equal Opportunit 





Office, 10 Causew 
308, Boston, MA 
617) 565-5304 





SALARIES 
Apartments/ 
Rentals 


BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood taking 

applications for newly decorat 

ed apartments Including 

Studios $795-$1,007 

1 BR $852-$1,135 

Loc. one and a half blocks from 

green and orange lines 
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED 

Cail 617-267-8433 





Alliston 1BR $800 NO BRO 
KER FEE Sunny and bright tor 
floor one bedroom apartment 
fantastic area, close to every 
thing, right on T line! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
weekends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 











Allston: NO FEES!! FREE 
RENT JANUARY!!! Two 2 bd 
apt in convenient loca. 1 apt 
has reno. Kit. Includes heat & 


hot water. Basement laundry 


Good for roommates $1500 
1550. Avail. NOW 

Brighton: Nice ren bd 
quiet, prof. bidg. Includes heat 


{ hot w Laundry in bidg 


Avail. NOW! 


—an 








Pets O.K. $1 


Brighton: Cozy 1 bd in red 
brick bldg near hospital. In 
cludes 1 pkg. Well equipped 
kitch opens to Ir/dr Skylites Pet 
friendly $975.00 Avail NOW! 


Brookline: Choice of 2/F & 3/F 

+ bd in quiet street close to B 
& C lines. 1 tandem pkg. per 
unit. Just painted & new floors 








nice eik, & w/d hook-up on 3/F 
$1450- 1501 il. NOW to 8 
31-05. Might consider pets 


Brookline Village: NO FEE! 
Totally renovated, ALL NEW! 3 
bd in 3 fam hse arge sep lvng 
& dng rms & back 
W/D hook-up & storage in 
ides heat. Avai 


pantry, eik 


bsmt. Ir 
NOW to 8-31-05 

Newton Corner: Very large 
bd/2 baths top floor of Vic 
Modern eik w/skylites, up 






ated 








baths, lot of closet space, h/w 
floors thru-out. Includes heat & 
hot water yard. 3 cars pkg 
$2150. Avail. NOW! 

Reading: Duplex 3 bd w/reno 
bath. Near center. Very sunny 
w/sep. Ilvng & dng rms. Pet 





friendly, 4 


iter rail $1700 


ars pkg & near com 
Avail NOW 


Boston Realty Associates 


617 277-5100 





Artist’s Loft 


Artist legal live-in loft. Great 
space in S. Boston perfect for 
painter. Bath/kitchenette. 1100 
sq. ft./$1100 month 
b781-643-5703 


BOSTON 
Emerson Place Apts 

Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat 
hot water, gas cooking & A/C 
included. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the art 
laundry facility in each building 
24 hr onsite emergency main- 
tenance team, hardwood floors 
& renovated kitchens. Walking 
distance to MBTA. Cats wel 
come. Enclosed parking avail 
able. Specials for immediate 
move-in! Call for appointment 
617-742-2925 


BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood 
Accepting Applications for: 


Studios - $795-S 1,007 
I BR- $852-S1,135 


Located one and a half blocks from 


green and orange lines. 


INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES! 
617-267-8433 


Federal 


Management 














BOSTON 

LONGFELLOW PLACE APTS 
Oversized 1 & 2 BDRS, 24 hr 
concierge & onsite mainte- 
nance team, hardwood floors. 
river & city views available, out- 
door balconies on all units, ren- 
ovated kitchens, laundry facility 
minutes from the Fleet Center & 
MBTA. Cats welcome. Garage 
parking available. Specials for 
immediate move-in! Call for ap 
pointment. 617-742-2925 


CAMBRIDGE 


br, Tufts Area $1100 
2br, Tufts Area $1250 
3br, Tufts Area $1500 
3br, Tufts Area $1600 
3-4br,All Util $2400 





4br, Tufts Area $2100 
4br, Tufts Area $2200 
5br, Tufts Area $2800 


(617) 623-6631 





CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


1 bedrooms near City 
Sq. Park offer a common laun- 
iry and an unbeatable ap 
proach for the Boston commut 
er. These include heat hot wa 
ter and cooking gas. Available 
1/1/05, $1200 


Several 


1 bedroom home on a quiet 
side street offers a deck, hard 
wood floors and is near the 
down town bus and a park 
Available now, $1200 


Studio apartment in owner oc 
cupied building offers rent with 
heat, hot water and electricity 
included. Available now, $900 


2 bedroom in historic building 
near City Square Park offers 
economical living for two room 
mates. This rent includes all util 
ties. Available now, $2000.00 











View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.cor 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 





DEAL WON’T 
LAST!! 


MEDFORD-10 mins to Boston 


5 rooms, Near 
Highway/MBTA, Brand new 
kitchen/appliances, tile bath 
HWF throughout, tons of stor- 
age, laundry in basement 
$1100+utils. Avail. 12/1 
781-245-9596 / 617-306-3111 


Dorchester 3BR $1800 NO 
BROKER FEE Recently reno- 
vated three bedroom apart- 
ment, very modern, steps to the 
Maverick T station! Grand Cen- 
tral Apartments Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


eat jocation 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Large 2/3 BR 


LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


Maiden 3BR $1000 NO BRO 
KER FEE Gorgeous three bed 
room apt, close to Tufts Uni 
versity and the quiet/safe 
neighborhood! Grand Central 
Apartments Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


cl 
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Medford 2BR $1200 NO BRO- 
KER FEE Two bedroom apart- 
ment on the first floor of a beau- 
tiful three family house, ample 
on street parking! Grand Cen- 
tral Apartments Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Mission Hill Studio $950 NO 
BROKER FEE Large studio 
apartment in Brigham Circle 
right on the Green Line T, park 
ing available, utilities included! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on weekends 617-342 
7118 

www .grandcentralapartments corr 


Newburyport-Att: Drummer 
2BR lakefront hse w/practice 
rm, deck, dock, pines, grt for 
drummer. $850 781-230-3976 


NEWTON Studio $1000 NO 
BROKER FEE Large modem 
studio apartment, private sep 
arate entrance, off street park 
ing and utilities included! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
weekends 617-342-7118 

www .grandcentralapartments.com 


PARKSIDE PLACE 


Magnificent Views 
Cambridge-Large sunny, reno- 
vated 3BR, 1.5 bath, walk-in 
slosets, Avail now, 24 hour con- 
cierge, fitness center, toddler 
room & parking. Rent inc all 
utils, free high speed Internet & 

able TV. $2450. NO FEE 


617-876-7979 





QUINCY Spacious 2BR 


near highway. Large mas 
ter BR, lots of closet space 


no pets $1050 and up 
617-640-3856 





REVERE 2BR with newer 
kitchen & bath. W/D in base 
ment, close to Blue Line 
$1150/mo. First and security 
781-581-6323. 


SOMERVILLE-2 BR near Port- 
er & Davis. Irg Ir, dr. w&d, no 
fee. $1600+utils 

Call 617-771-5119 


SOMERVILLE 


1br, Stu inc ht&hw $800 
1br, City Hall $925 
1br, Davis Sq inc all $1100 


1br,Winter Hill inc ht&hw..$1100 


2br, Winter Hill $1000 
2br, Davis Sq $1250 
3br, Davis Sq $1400 
3br, Porter Sq $1500 
4br, Davis Sq $1600 


4br, Porter Sq 2 full bath $2100 
5br, Porter Sq 2 full bath $2300 


(617) 623-6631 


MIO. +10 
oF ee Norton 
ERA Group 


Rtar €Gtate 


SOMERVILLE 


Cambridge, Medford 
Malden, Chelsea, E. Boston 
We Pay you to rent thru us. 
Studio . 
1BD.. 





ROSS R.E. 
617-666-8188 


SOMERVILLE 
2BR, Near Union sq. hrd fl w 
fireplace. W/D. $900 p/mth (1st 
last req). Avail now. 

Call 617-504-0811 


STRATTON WOODS 

SCARBORO-1fir,2BR 
1BA,1 Car attached, WD 
W,LR wipic,$1200 
mo+utils.Call 415-3671 


West End Studio $1200 NO 
BROKER FEE Studio apart 
ment in the West End, gor 


geous neighborhood, under 
ground parking available! 
Grand Central Apartments 


Open on weekends 617-342 
7118 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 
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RE EST 
Real Estate for 
Sale 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


ALLSTON-Fifth floor corner 
unit, HW floors, great city views 
from private roof deck, 1BR with 
plenty of space. 350k. Jon Ma 
son S&S RE 781-881-4022 


BACK BAY/BOSTON-This 
Unique property is fit for the 
music enthuseaust & contains a 
fully wired pro recording studio 
$799k. Jon Mason S&S RE 
781-881-4022 


CAMBRIDGE 


UNIVERSITY R. E. 


HARVARD SQ 


CAMBRIDGE, Brattle Area 

57 Brewster St. 1897 single 
from Cambridge Restorations 
Six bdrms, 4.5 baths, 5,079 
sq.ft. floor area. Family rm 
home offices w/sep. entr. Lovely 
city garden. $3.5M 
CAMBRIDGE, Harvard Sq 

11.5 Hilliard St. 1894 single 
Restorations. 2-story 
atrium. 2 fireplaces, DR, family 
room. 4 bdrm 3.5 baths. Priv 
courtyd. 2 home offices w/sep 
entr. $2.85M 

CAMBRIDGE, Avon Hill 

14 Linnaean. Big updated 1884 
single. 5+ br, 3.5 ba, 3,000+ 
sq.ft. liv area. Office, fine 
garden. $1.699M 
CAMBRIDGE, 8 Field St. 2nd 


fir, 2fam. 2 br, sm. study. DR 


Camb 


attic. ‘01 bath-&kit. Tandem 
park. $419K 
CAMBRIDGE, 16 Fainwood 


Rehab. 1st fir, secluded 3fam 
DR, fine kit, 2 bdrm. priv. deck 
$399.9K 
Fred Meyer, Realtor 
2000 President MA Realtors 
Licensed R.E. Appraiser 
University R.E. 
Harvard Sq 
617-876-1200 


See ALL your choices now with 
addresses, color photos. 
comps 
& many video home tours 


www.camibridgecondos.com 
www. housesnearharvard.com 





CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


3 BR's, 3.5 Baths, garage, a/c 
oak floors, cathedral ceiling, 
granite & stainless kitchen. Pri- 
vate patio & more! $619K 


Mon. Ave Corner, Sunny 1 BR 

condo in gas lit area, wood 

floors, laundry in unit. $309K 

2 BR's, 2 Bath duplex with 

city views and a wonderful 

deck & garden $479,900 

3 BR, 2 Bath 1,700sf town- 

house with central ac, gas fire- 

place, garage, oak floors, gran- 

ite kit. Open floor plan $565K 
View many more listings at 

GibsonRE.com 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 








Winthrop by the Sea! 
Only minutes to Boston, Miles of 
sandy beaches & Spectacular 
Boston Skyline & ocean views! 


A display of quality Pride that 
will exceed your expecations! 
All new 3 or 4 br, 2.5 ba, 2,70€ 
+ sq. ft. townhomes, gorgeous 
new wood craftsmanship, gran 
ite/stainiess kithens, steps to 
t h & 
ocean! from $485,000.00 


Boston skyline views abound! 
: njoy oceanside living with your 
own private beach seaside 
Jeck, sprawling 4 br, 3 ba cape 
elegant fireplaced living room 
guest quarters, $624,900.00 


Exceptional 2 family 6/7 + ex 
tended living space, both qual 
ity, modern apartments modern 
quality oak floors, a step above! 
$599,900.00 


Very painstakingly maintained 2 
family 6/6, beautiful common ar 
eas, shinny hardwood floors, all 
walls and ceiling like new, new- 
er roof, large yard, $529,900.00 


Total updates for this unique 4 
brm, 2 ba plus full, extended liv 
ing quarters for family & guest 
gorgeous new maple kitchen 
leads to deck with beautiful 
views, fireplace, expandable 
atic, plenty of parking 
$429,900.00 


Don't miss this one!! Young 3 
br, 1.5 ba ranch with finished 
basement, modern maple kitch 
en, family room, central air,a lot 
better than renting 

$299,900.00. 

Oceanfront condos, sweeping 
Boston Skyline views! all gor- 
geous natural gumwwod craft 
ed 2 & 3 bedroom condos, fire- 
places, built in bookcases, up- 
dated granite kitchens, extend- 
ed guest quarters and expand- 
able attic, $429,900.00 


Highland Real Estate 
617-846-8000 
www.highlandre.com 





Temporary 


ALLSTON 


Sublease 
1 B/R for sublet in 2 B/R 
apmt; Newly renovated 
kitchen, fully furnished 


HWD fis, big screen TV, en- 


terainment ctr, HT/HW 
incid, laundry in bid, near T. 
Avail: Dec 20th to May 
20th. $550. Day: 781-407- 
9330. Eve: 617-872-5592 





SANDWICH 
HOUSE FOR RENT 


Beautiful, Well Kept 2 Bedroom 
Cape. Furnished. 1.5 Bath 
Washer & Drier. Oil Heat. Hard- 
wood Floors. Ocean View. Easy 
access to Rtes 3, 6 and 495. Off 
Street Parking. Weekly Trash 
Pickup. Available Now thru 
June. $1000 per month + Util 
NO PETS. References Re- 
quired. Call 978-263-3231 


SE 
Vacation 
Property 


KILLINGTON Ski Ciub 
“sick of crowded ski houses?” 
Come join the tribe at the Kok- 
opeili inn. Seasonal shares. Pri- 
vate rooms w/bath. Use of all 
amenities! 802-236-4409 


great places to live 


assifieds@phx.« 





email: 


Home Buyer 
Services 


Become a Savvy 
Homebuyer 


Learn how at our free seminar. 
Wednesday 1/26, 7-8:30pm at 





the Radisson Hotel, 777 Me- 
morial Drive Cambridge 
Space limited For info 


www.channingrealestate.com 
Or call: 617-796-2905 


CHANNING 
REAL ESTATE 


ROOMMATES 


All Areas 


Roommates.com Browse hun- 
dreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the 
mouse! Visit 
www.Roommates.com 








GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


aE 
Rooms Available 
BOSTON 


Zen Martial Art Temple living 
study under Shim Gum Do 
Mind Sword Path Founding 
Master, Zen Master Chang Sik 
Kim. Spacious, clean, secure 
living near Cleveland Circle 
Private room, beautiful grounds. 
Meals, utilities, training fees in- 
cluded only $800/month $75 
parking!! Call Mary Stackhouse 
(617)787-1506 


*CHELSEA 
WATERFRONT* 


M to shre with M beautiful 3 fi 
Condo w/waterfront view and 
bck yard. Private Room & Bth 
on sep floor. W&D in unit. $725 
incl ht, ht wtr and cable. near 
T.Avail now 617-887-1521 


ROSLINDALE 


Skg 1 M/F to share apt. Lg furn 
BR. clean quiet N/S, 2 min wik 
to T, Avail 1/1/05 $130/wk incl 
everything. 617-327-3367 


SOMERVILLE: 


Male Rmmates wnt. Close to 
buses, no pets. $450+ ht & utils, 
W/D, 1 mth sec. 617-625-7047 
no calls after 10pm 


WEST NEWTON 
Prof M/F wanted to shr 2 bdr 
apt in 2 family house. Free off 
St. prk $600 + util. Call John 
Close to all shopping, transit 


617 859-3310 


ALLSTON-F prof/grad wanted 
for room in renovated apt All- 
ston. Victorian house near Hvd 
Biz Sch. Free street pkg, Ig liv- 
ing room & kitchen, sun prch, 
storage space, internet/cable 
ready, and fireplace. Close to 
Hvd Sq, Mass Pike, Storrow. 
Hvd/Comm Ave’s. Easy access 
via bus to Hvd/Central Squares, 
green/red lines. $750 per 
month + utilities. No pets 
617-499-4877 


ALLSTON: 
Nice RM in 3 person apt. Nr 
bus line & green line. $500/mo 
+utils. Avi now! Nice quiet loc 
617-782-3476. 





Almost Solo-Ashmont 
Dorch-Seek quiet prof F 
Share sunlit spacious 2BR 


w/ptime F w/d. nr T. garage 
porch yd $875+ 825-4481 

















place an ad « 


ym 


IX.CoMm 


a 


www.thephoen 


4|| 617.859.3300 today! 
www.thephoenix.com 


BACK BAY Gm Sking quiet 
non-smoking M 4 impressive 
condo near public garden. fur- 
nished except 4 yr bedroom 
$750/mo +util. 617-437-6735 


Beaches/T/Boston close-safe/ 
nice/good area. Semi-furnished 
$295+. 617-846-8119 or email 
Taochia @ aol.com 


BELMONT-Furn'd rm. No smkr 

$600 util incld, 78 bus to HVD 

STA. Shr k&b, Indry, pkg 
617-484-5210 


BRAINTREE: shr 2BR condo 
All util,$400,1 and 1. Nr T, pkg 
w/d in bldg, No pets, Smokers 
ok, storage.need car 

Call anytime & leave message 

Warren 781-843-2460 


Brighton Lady to Share Apart- 
ment with couple over 40 $250 
each a month, Sofa in Living 
Room. Closet, Everything In- 
cluded. 617-734-0274 


BRIGHTON 


Really Nice room in 3BR apt 
$600+ utils. Near bus 
Pets ok, free laundry 
Call 617-529-0760 or 
mike @ccs.neu.edu 


BRIGHTON-$700 a month + 
utilities. 3 bedroom apartment 
on Commonwealth Ave., seek- 
ing third roommate. Located on 
the B line, easy walk to C and D 
lines. Minutes from Boston Col- 
lege. Easy on street parking 
Washer/dryer in basement 
Roommates are 22 year old 
male law student and 30 year 
old male graduate sociology 
student. Please contact Leigh at 
cumminib @ bc.edu or 
857.498.2539 


BRIGHTON/ 
BROOKLINE 


M 48 sks prof M 25+ to shre 2 
BD apt. near T, on st pkg or 
rented pking lot. Modern big w. 
laundry, porch. Cable & internet 
avail. $590 incl heat and hot 
water. Avail ASAP. 
for pics go _ to: 
www.idmstudios.com 
617-739-6876 
idmstudios @comcast.net 


BROOKLINE-Cleveland Circle 
area, large historic home. Maid 
Service. Single, Gay, Physician 
from india/Pakistan. In ex- 
change you provide exercise 
training, stretching routine, total 
body massage, landscaping 
yard and shoveling snow. Men 
only. Must be non-smoker, non- 
alcoholic, neat, clean, honest & 
reliable. Handyman skills plus 
References required. Ideal op- 
portunity for aspiring artist 
Blooming professional athlete, 
competitive body builder, grad- 
uate or professional student 
Can provide stipend for per- 
sonal trainer services. Compat- 
ibility and companionship es- 
sential criteria for selection. Call 
Hassan Voice mail 617-499- 
4899 or email 
sensualsoulfulmd @ verizon.net 


http:/ 


Brookline-Coolidge Corner 
Furn Bdrm avail in Ig sunny apt 
flat screen tv/cable in rm, Close 
to T, Hdwd fir,laundry in bidg. 
$750 incl util. 617-277-9661 


BROOKLINE-M/F over 21 for 
fully furn 8 rm 2 bath twnhs 
Beacon St on T. $850. Avail 
Now. Steve or Ann 617-566- 
7174 


BROOKLINE:Sunny/cozy bdrm 
avi for prof M/F, shr Ig kitch & 
Ilvgrm, laund, cls to T, $600+ 
utils. Avail Immed! 
617-277-2972. Al or Jeremy. 


CAMBRIDGE/ 
WATERTOWN: 


Skg 1 roommate for Spa- 
cious newly renov 3BR hse, 


2 floors. Attic, 2 LRs 
sunrm, pool table, W/D, 
T/Bus access. AVAIL NOW. 
$533+. 919-788-9052 or 
617-924-5945 





CAPE COD 


Bourne; Guy 40+ wanted 
to shr Waterfront hse w/dock & 
gym Year round. $600/mth 
Call 508-563-5813 


Chelsea, Prattville 

M/F to share 1Br avail in 2 br 
on public trans. free parking 
$500 incl. heat/hot water 
617-823-3701 
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COLLIDGE CORNER/ 
BROOKLINE 

1 BD avail in a 3 BD apt 
Lg, sunny,clean & furnishd apt 
(Rm not fnshd). Close to T 
$600 incl util, 1st & Lst dep 
ask for Laura 617-504-1062 
Available 12/1 


Davis Square-2 rms in 3br 
apt,1 f sking n/s roommate, 3 
biks from T,blik from bike path 
have 1 dog & 1 cat, $925+ 
Please call Marji 617-628-6263 


DAVIS SQUARE 

Vegetarianish house in need of 
N/S, queer friendly, thrift store 
going, laid back, exceptional 
person to share space, and cul- 
tivate laughter, and encourage 
creativity. 5 BR house w/ new 
HWF, freshly painted walls, 
large kitchen, 1.5 bath, and lots 
of space. Call 405-204-7081 
21-25ish. $400 incl hot wter & 
wireless internet 


DEDHAM 
Male seeking M/F 25+ for 1 BD 
in 2 BD house. Parking, near 
128, close to Commuter rail 
laundry in unit. $500 incl. util 
781-326-9404 


DEDHAM:F wanted to share 
beautiful single family house. Nr 
Rte 128. Avi now! All amenities 
$550-$700. N/S. Need car. 

Call Howard 781-329-7992 

Cell: 617-640-0869 


DORCHESTER: Nice room on 
safe residential st for $435 
Free W/D. Bus direct to 
UMASS, Back porch, hwd firs. 
Most pets ok. 617-825-5087 


DORCHESTER-Adam's _ Vil- 
lage, Female to share 8 room 4 
bedroom apt, near T, $450/mo 
+utils. 617-265-3225 


DORCHESTER-Looking _for 
Roommate, gay friendly, On- 
street prkg, on T, Avail 12/1 
$550 utils incl. 617-279-5490 
call anytime 


Dorchester-34 Pond Street 
near Red line, easy access to 
downtown. Close to UMASS 
Boston, Female. $500 util in 
cluded. 617-549-2530 


DRACUT-Near UMASS Lowell 
N Campus. Sincere Bi-Div-W 
Male looking for honest & Bi or 
curious straight male for room- 
mate. | own a 2 bed condo in 
Dracut with fully furnished bed- 
room to rent queensized bed 
TV, very comfortable for the 
right person. Asking $585.00 
per month includes all utility 
(reasonable usage) and clean- 
ing service to accomodate work 
schedules. Note-this is not a 
personal ad, this is a place for 
you to live. Ask for Denis cell 
978-902-1140 


Boston Phoenix Guaranteed Classified 


We’ll Run Your Roommate Ad until You Find A New Roommate 


You get a 5 line roommate ad for $65. (extra lines are $5 each) It runs for five 
weeks. If you still don’t have a roommate at the end of the 5S weeks, call us back 
before the ad expires and we’ll renew it for FREE*. 
until you find a new roommate. Plus, your roommate ad goes up on our web site 
within hours of receiving your order so you can start taking calls immediately! 


WRITE UP YOUR ROOMMATE AD in the text block below. Allow 1 letter 


Real Estate /Roommates 








Harvard Sq Share $675 Beau- 
tiful room in a two bedroom 
apartment, great views of the 
city, close to everything you 
could ever need, right on T! 
Grand Central Roommates 
Open on weekends 617-342- 
7172 

www .grandcentralroommates.com 


HYDE PARK-GM for clean 
quiet, respectful large vic- 
torian home. 3/4 acre, 
trees, garden, 1 cat, nice 
area 


ample parking or 
train. $400+ 
617-361-3919 


HYDE PARK/READVILLE 
Roommate needed to shre Lg 4 
BD/2 bth hse. Quiet, near T & 
128, pking, W/D. $450, 1st & 
last. Avail now. 508-520-3906 


JAMACIA  PLAIN-$650+uti! 
Lovely 2BR. Non smoker. M/F 
mature professional. Near T, 
furnished, laundry, garden, cats 
ok. Call 617-522-1129 


JAMAICA PLAIN 

Sk 1 prof/grad m/f to shre town- 
house. Walk to pond/T/Bus 39. 
pkg, yard, no pets/smkg. quiet 
sunny. $500 617-513-8649 


Jamaica Plain Share $550 
Large bedroom available in a 
sunny two bedroom apartment 
Utilities included, laundry in 
bldg, steps to the T! Grand 
Central Roommates Open on 
weekends 617-342-7172 

www.grandcentralroommates.com 


LOWELL 


Nice area, Room in private 
Home for responsible person 
clean, W/D, yard, quiet street 
$400 All included 

978-970-0632 


Lynn/Swampscott Line 

Walk to train/beach town hse 
Gay M 4 same pkng W/D. hse 
privileges. yd, decks. All $675 
781-598-9236 


MEDFORD tg BR w/ walk-in 
closet in 3BR house. Beautiful 
quiet street. Cis to The Felis 
Med Sq, bus lines (94-96, 134 
326). Nr Rts 2, 93. Extra space 
fpl, nice yd, w/d. $733+. 2M 58 
50, cat looking for friendly, non- 
smk F/M to share fairly clean 
quiet house. Call Barry 617- 
926-0467 


MEDFORD 
Shre Apt $500+util. Storage 
W/D. On T & Commuter Rail 
line. Absolutely No Drugs & No 
Smoking. 781-483-3404 


MEDFORD-Male sks Reliable 
Male/Female, $600 a month+ 
utils, 2 rms w/access to whole 
house, parking, storage & laun- 
dry. 781-820-2896 








MEDFORD-Nr Tufts-1 LF Sks 
1 F for sunny, large, clean apt. | 
Hard Wd firs, W/D, prkg, cats 
ok. $600+. 11/15 or 12/1. Call 
Lupe 781-874-1285 


MEDFORD-Share 3BR apart- 
ment with 2 females. Near 
MBTA, shops and 193. $500+ 
security & utilities. References 
and reliable, compatible M/F 
21-29. 781-799-2361. or email 
medfordapt @ hotmail.com 


NAHANT: Shr 4 bdr, ocean 
front hse w/2 adults and child 
Lg bdr w/ocean view. Beach 
parking, yard,w/d, cable, $545 

Avail ASAP 781-581-0181 


Nashua, NH-Male/Female 
wanted to share with Male, 2BR 
apartment, 1.5 baths, A/C, near 
Rte.3. $475 per month+half 
utils. 603-490-9433 


NEEDA 
ROOMMATE FAST?! 


617-859-9777 
www.roommateexpress.com 


PEABODY-2 F to share a large 
house, yard, parking, close to 
128, W/D, pool, completely re- 
modeled, large rooms. $800 
utils included. 978-977-0816 


REVERE BEACH Female 
seeks roommate to share 
large two Bed with: W/D 
Lrg walk-in closet, off street 


parking. Minute walk to T. 
Beach & Stores. $600/mo + 
1/2 util. Avail immed. Call 
Heather 781-289-0446 





REVERE BEACH 


Share house. 3 blocks beach 
and T. $450 incl util!. First & | 
last. Male wtd. 781-289-2002 


REVERE-1M sks M roommate. | 
1 Ig sunny BR, 3rms + ba, hw | 
firs, newly painted, 2nd fir apt ir 
3 fam hse. Gay Friendly. $400 

incl utils. 617-447-9221 | 


SOMERVILLE-Avail Now, 1Br 
in 3 Br. Porter/Davis $534+utils | 
each. Clean, quiet, non smok 
ing, no pets, professional M/F 
603-498-6192 


SOMERVILLE-Davis / Porter 1 
bed in 2 bed spacious & sunny 
apartment. Laundry, living rm 
dining rm, porches. $700, Great 
deal. 617-501-7014 


SOMERVILLE 
2 Bd avail in a 2 family house. 5 
min from Davis Sq T. deck & 
back yard. $675/each rm 
smokers & pets ok. Avi Jan 1st 
617-776-2662 





Guaranteed 


or punctuation mark per box and 1 space between each word 


2) Oe Oe an ee a ee Ss 
vi, ae A Sa EA 
gg on GE Bee Se a a a a 


If you choose, circle one of these 
a one time charge of $12.00. These symbols make your ad stand out and 


increase your response! 





FUN PEOPLE walk toCLrain | 


CALL us at 617-859-3300 Monday 
Be sure to mention you want the guaranteed roommate ad. 


card ready. 


FAX this form to: 617-536-1463 


MAIL this form with check or money order made payable to The Boston 
or include credit card information. 
Guaranteed Roommates, 126 Brookline Ave, Boston, MA O2215 


Phoenix 


EMAIL: 


Go to BostonPhoenix .com. 


‘attention getters” 


Friday 9am to 6pm. 





And, we'll keep doing that 


to be included in your ad for 


SOMERVILLE-Porter/Harvard 
Sq, sks 2 roommates for 4BR 
d/w, storage space in base 
ment, across street from super 
market, new fridge. Sks non 
smoker, 25+, reliable, stable 
laid back. $435+util. Contact 
Derek at 617-905-1505 


SOMERVILLE-1 Bedroom 
available in 3 bedroom house 
$590 very spacious, hardwood 
floors throughout, DSL access 
Utilities are included in the rent 
Washer and dryer, located on 
site. “Street parking is avail 


able.” Short walk to Wellington | 


station on the orange line 
Please be responsible, clean 
no drugs. Open-minded female 
30s, laid back. Please call Sta 
cey @ 857-234-2440---Avail 
able by January 1 

veraguas27 @ yahoo.com 


SOMERVILLE 
2M sk 1M/F 25+ grad/proft 
to share 3 BD: N/S, no pets 


$518+; Lg Bdrm. 5 min 
walk to Davis Sq. T 
617-776-8977 


Somerville Share $450 One 
huge room available in a spa 
cious four bedroom apartment 


fully loaded kitchen, parking 
available, great roommates! | 
Grand Central Roommates 


Open on weekends 617-342- 
7172 
www gr andcentralroommates.com 


Watertown 
1BR in 4BR apt. Close to T. W 
D, LR, DR, 2 full baths. Off- 
Street parking. Plenty of stor 
age. Open/closed-in deck 
Small cat. 617-393-1834. 


Watertown-rm in spac apt 
avail- great loc - near T $500 
inclusive w/prk, WD. 1 gay m,n 
Ss, drug free, established pro 
fessional seeking 1 or 2 
mates m/f, grad student or prof 
responsible and laid-back 

Call 617-923-2887 


WOBURN-Mature GF looking | 


for same to share 3br duplex 
near 128 & 93, no drugs no al 
cohol, pets ok. W/D, DW, m 
crowave & hot tub in backyard 
Call days 8:00am-1:00pm or 
leave message. $650+shared 
utils. 781-491-0179 


Rooms Wanted 


A HUGE 
VICTORIAN 


Dorchester 1BR 


avail 
Large sunny apt. near Red 
Line. E/I kitchen, w/d. d/w. 
Easy on-street parking 
$600+util 617-436-1069 





Click on Classifieds then click on the 


Guaranteed Roommate button and follow the instructions. 


Enclosed is my check or money order for: 


I prefer to pay by credit card: 


Card #: 


NAME: 








ADDRESS: 
crry: 


DAYTIME PHONE: 


EMAIL ADDRESS: 


The Deadline is Tuesday at noon for the upcoming issue. 


Phee 


CLA S $ 1 F 


THE = 


[a3 7,9 


i 





* Renewals after the ad expiration date will be subject to a $65 charge 


Have your credit 


Mail to The Boston Phoenix, 








room- | 








Certified 


Massage Therapy 


*“*AWESOME MASSAGE** 
NORTH OF BOSTON 
Total body massage for 

men. Rob 978-352-6890 


**NIRVANA** 


Experience a4 euphoric 


massage tailored to the 


unique stresses of the cor 
porate and college gentle 
man. Indulge in lustrious 
rapture at the hands of a 
man for a man. Attention 
students: Let me lighten 
your load with 30% regular 
rates for a limited time 

Call for appt 

781-640-2098 in calls only 


*Moondance 
Massage* 


We have therapists available 
7 days/evenings! Con 
veniently located off Rt. 195, on 
Rt. 6. Walk-ins are always wel 
come. We also offer Hot Stone 
Massage. This is a private and 
relaxing setting. Come and visit 
the casinos 
www.moondancemassage.com 


Open 


us On your way to 


or call us at 


508-336-1313. 


$$55 Hr. $$75 1 1/2 hr. 
FRIENDLY CERTIFIED 
MASSAGE nr Beacon St. 
1-866-BackRub. 
BostonMassage.com. David 
Brandon. IN/OUT 


A PLUS 
MASSAGE 


senior discount available 
it. Call for appt. after 
ddie at 


"781-367-4610. 








aT 


AVATAR MASSAGE 


9:00am-9:00pm M-Sat 

Credit Cards Accepted 
Metro Boston 
781-395-1758 


CANDLE LIGHT MASSAGE 
Stress reduction with a 
nurturing massage 
(617) 661-8860 


CANDLELIGHT 
THERAPY 


Close your eyes and get 
tantalized by our very 
unique and sensual touch 
By apt. only. HIRING 
617.783.1993 


CHINESE BODY 
MASSAGE 


Specializing in relief from Pain, 


Stress, Tention & Insomnia 
508-651-9111 
SEE OUR DISPLAY! 


Deep, Nurturing 


Massage. 
Licensed/Certified. Mon-Sat 
Call 617-731-4336 


EDEN 


Experience total mind and 
body relaxation. Let us take 
you away from the discom- 
fort into a comfortable state 
of pure bliss. By appts. only 
617-939-6346. Hiring. 


ESALEN 
MASSAGE & 
HOT TUB 


WHOLISTIC BODYWORK 
Nurturing Caring Gentle 
PRIVATE WOODED 
SETTING 
Certified and Licensed 


1-978-266-2727 


www.massagehottub.com 


ESCAPE 
Enjoy a wonderful massage by 
a female therapist that will 
leave 
you completely relaxed in a 
stress free comfortable setting 
Take an hour vacation from 
your life; next stop paradise 
617-304-9354 
Hiring 


FOR MEN 
Men To Men 
Massage 


Experience a pleasurable full 
body relaxing massage. You 
will feel rejuvenated! 
617-921-4145 


FOR MEN 


Worcester area.Bodyworks 
massage to relieve stress from 
work, marriage or life. In/Out 
Call Anthony 508-344-0087 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 


STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE 
in-Out calls by mature male 
Call Michael @ 781-938-1196 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by licensed massueses in Ded- 
ham area. Specializing in 
Swedish, Therapeutic, muscu- 
lar therapy. Tanning available 


Also hiring licensed masseuses 
781-461-8266 


Mind, Body & Spirit 




















HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 


Experience the soothing 
blissful rhythms and 
graceful flow of Hawaiian 


massage. Relax & Let Gc 
with a natural flow. Loving 
Nurturing Healing 
Massage from the Heart 
By Appt. 9am-9pm Lisa 


617-547-6191 


HEAVENLY 
MASSAGE 


Sensual full body massage that 


will take your mind body and 
soul to the next level. Once 
taken the j 
will return for many 
more adventures 
617-803-4283 


HOLIDAYTIME 
MASSAGE 


Pertormed by lic/cert male OT 
Masseur 
Metrowest 508-308-4504 


LEAVE YOUR STRESS 
BEHIND 





you Vv murney with 





us, y 


Rebalance and restore your 


well-being and harmony. Pr 
foundly relaxing healing touct 


and hands-on bodywork. Cail 


for appointment 978-369-8978 
(Acton) 


Male Massage Therapist: 
specializing in massaging the 
male body. Releasing 
tion, new injury or 


relaxa 
hronic pain 


No outcalls but great studio in 


Quincy 


617-471-5900 


MASSAGE FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 





Variety of massages. By apr 

no outcalls 

Malden 617-816-3981 
xkkewenwk 


_Massage Therapist 


ek. MA/NE 





ill David 978-4 359 


kkekkk 


MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Get a good relaxing massage 
a private 
a skilled male therapist 
Call 617-331-2599 


NH SEACOAST MAN 

37 yr old, gives theraputic mas 
sage to discerning gentiemar 
10 yr school experience 
Serving NH, MA border 
in/out. Allan 978-319-065¢ 


North Shore Swedish/ Deep 
Tissue/Esalen Full Body 
Massage. 

Studio or outcall by male thera 

pist. Call Carl for appt @ 
781-956-3322. Visit us at 
arelaxationresponse.com 





OUT OF THE BLUE 
Stressed out? Feeling 
down? A massage will 


chase away the blues. Our 


therapist will rejuvenate 
your mind & body. AC & 
showers avl. Call 
617-731-2993 





PAR EXCELLENCE! 


Solid, Thorough W/Heart 
Relax & Let Go 
An Esalen Massage 
JEFF 
617-236-7009 


617-859-3300 


Maya ae 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drug and alcohol 
addiction. Private and 
confidential. Physician 

directed. Covered by 

all insurance plans. 
1-800-770-1904 


(24 hours) 








omfortable setting by 





SELF DAY SPA 


Come in and unwind with a 


oothing full body mez 





ssage 
New staff. Open 6 days | 
Call for appt 781-324-323 


THERAPUTIC 
MASSAGE 


ndulge yourself with a relaxir 





bsite 


yr visit my € 
WWW.MASSAGE4ALL.COM 
TIRED of spen 
yn 2 lousy massage and 


stress’ release? Get a rea 


massage by a professiona 
male therapist 
Clean and safe setting 


617.825.5834 


TOTAL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by atino male therapist with 
great body & hands 


your daily stress from home & 


Release 


work in a relaxing & private 
atmosphere. COLLEGE 
DISCOUNTS. St8/bi-curiou 
se habla espanol 
617-240-0095 


Traditional Thai 


Massage 
Back from Vacation by Tha 
Massage Therapist of 
exp.-reduce muscular tra 





stir 





TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE 


crea y 
jlatior milar in benefit 


ture but no needle 


258 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, Somerville 
10 AM - 10 PM 7 days a week 
Appt only 617-625-3366 


1245 Hancock St, rear side 
Quincy Ctr.T Station 
617-689-0060 
10AM- 10 PM 7 days a week 


PRATT RAUL IES EE 
Counseling 


Affordable 
Psychotherapy and 
Career Counseling 


Life Love 





for young adults 
Dating 
and more 
perience. Individual, group and 
couples counseling | 
interview us at no charge | 
617-868-7775 
Cari Schneider & | 
Marcia Weiss | 


Career. Self Esteem 


Over 20 years ex 


Philosophical 


Counseling 
Dr. Uri Henig, 413-253-4447 
www.PhilosophyDialogue.net 
free initial consultation | 


617-859-3300 





MASSAGE 


oy, 


617.983.0011 


BY LICENSED 
MASSAGE THERAPIST 


| 









Addiction/ 
Recovery _ 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 


DETOX 


and alcohol ad 
vate and =confi 


an. directed 


4 nsurance 


Sustenance 
1q Body, Mind and 
spiritual solution to 
food compulsion & weight 
Mark 
Phone 


ntrol. Michael J 
Wellness 


sessions 


Coach 
available For 
more information go to 
www. .mysustenance com 





SAT ATT SORT 
Miscellaneous 


MASSAGE 
THERAPIST 
SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT 


Well Trained Massage therap 








full-time fr ition withir 
k ) f i Ww 





Youa Studios 


GIFT FOR A POWER 
YOGA MAVEN 
Great T's: “Down Dog 
Up Dog,’ ‘Dancer's 
pose, and ‘Vinyasa 


afeshops com/poweryogacntr! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
617-859-3300 








“Sep al 
BODY, 
MASSAGE. 





©} em 
é 








CHILDREN (41/, up) & ADULTS 


BAY STATE 
SKATING SCHOOL 





www.baystateskatingschool.org 
#ee2e@020000000860860068686 06 0 


NG CLASSES at 14 RINKS 


Cambridge e 
Clev. Cir/Brookline @ 
Hyde Park/Dedham 
Lynn e 
Medford s 
Neponset/Dorchester, 
Newton/Brighton e 
Quincy x 
Somerville 
South Boston e 
Waltham g 
West Roxbury 
Weymouth ® 
g 
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Look fora 
job on the 
train. 





Moko) Ge) ar: | 
job in the 
office. 


3 
? 








seinen amSHEHc AER 
Bar/Club/ 


Restaurant 
FEMALE DANCERS 


EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex 


617-427-6514 
P, “ef 
en 


Business 
Opportunity 


Are You $$ 
Motivated? 


Learn to earn $200K+, no com 
mute. Realistic opportunity 
training provided, not MLM 800 
895-9946 








Business Opportunity 

Proven money making system 
6 Figure potential from home 
Not MLM. 800-345-9688 X4138 


Extra Daily Cash! 
$100-$1000 returning phone 
calls. No selling! No explaining 
Free recorded message 888 
636-8716 


Hire Your Boss! 


Realistic $15K/month potential 
from home. Proven system for 
success. FT/PT EXECUTIVE 
TRAINING INCLUDED. 800 
359-8336 X5018 


MAKE THOUSANDS 


My Part-time Home Business 
Rakes-in Thousands of Dollars 
Every Month! You Can Do it 
Too! I'll Show You How! 
Yes...now you, too, can make 
1000’s of Dollars Monthly or 
even weekly, working from 
home with “Ready-To Go Pub 
lishing Business-In-A-Box.” Just 
$129 Don't Send Money. FREE 
Detailed Information Mail This 
Ad To 

R. Houghtelling 

PO Box 3131 

Elmira, New York 14905 


No Boss! 
No commute! Learn to earn 
$2000-$4000/week from home 
Call for free message 800-601 
3475 


Own a Computer? 


Put It To work! 
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT 
386-701 890% 
www.RackUpCash.com 


Seeking Investors 
Building the most exclusive club 
in the country on the BEST lo- 
cation in South Florida. Existing 
clubs in the area. Existing clubs 
in the area. NET 20% return 
yearly 20 Million Dollar pack 
age, $500,000.00 dollar mini 
mum investment. For further in- 
quiry please call 305-582-7311 


Tired of Your Boss? 
Train to earn $15K+/month po: 
tential from home if YOU ARE 
SERIOUS! 800-649-4026 
www.cashflow4all.com 


Career Services 


Entry-level positions, 18+, no 
experience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 1- 
877-646-5050. (AAN CAN) 





General 


$525/Weekly 
Income 


Possible mailing sales letters 
from home. Genuine opportu 
nity working with our wellness 
company. Supplies provided 
No selling. FT/PT 708-536 
7040 


All Cash Candy 


Route! 
Do you earn $800 a day? Your 
own local candy route. Includes 
30 Machines and Candy. All for 
$9,995. 800-807-6525 


Become a Film 
Maker 


Broadcaster, or recording en 
gineer. Be mentored inside a 
working, live studio right here in 
our state. Lean more at 
WWW.GetaMentor.com 


Casting 

TV series seeks people strug 
gling with painful compulsions 
eating disorders, addictions to 
danger, video games, steroids 
hoarding, sex, plastic surgery 
Please visit: habitstv.com for in 
formation 


COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry 
level positions, 18+, no experi- 
ence necessary, 2 weeks paid 
training, transportation, lodging 
provided. $500 signing bonus 
to start. TOLL FREE 1-877- 
646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


Cool Travel Job 


Entry level positions 18+, no ex 
perience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 
877-646-5050 
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Coordinator 
Outgoing, enthusiastic individ 
uals with strong community ties 
needed to coordinate interna- 
tional high school exchange 
program. Expenses reimbursed 
and travel incentives. Contact 
888-44-SHARE 
www.effoundation.org 


DRIVERS 


ROUTE DRIVER 


Drivers needed to deliver The 
Boston Phoenix newspaper on 
Thursdays and Fridays 


Must have reliable van or pick 
up, clean driving record and in 
surance and be available all 
day. For immediate considera 
tion please call 


617-859-3305 


Phcenix 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Earn $3500 a Week 


Answering surveys online! $25- 
$75 per survey! Guaranteed 
paychecks. Process E-mails on- 
line $25.00 per email. Mystery 
shoppers earn $57.00/hour 


sn. &-2.. 9.1 Fh 3S 1 

www.RealCashPrograms.com 
F/T Wine 
Salesperson 


for MA wholesaler. Must have 
prior sales exp, wine knowl- 
edge a plus. Must be outgoing, 
energetic and a team player 
Car req. Please forward re 
sume to info@ wine-cask.com 


Free 4 Room Direct 
TV System 








Includes installation, 4 MO 
FREE programming w/NFl 
Sunday Ticket subscription 
Over 25( hannels! Limited 
time offer, S&H, restrictions ap 
ply. 800-877-1251 


Great ( 


GET RESULTS! 
Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Government Jobs 
Earn $12-$48/hr. Available with 
full medical/dental benefits, and 
paid training on clerical, ad- 
ministrative, law enforcement 
homeland security, wildlife and 
more! 800-320-9353 X2012 


LIVING 


ASSISTANCE 
UNIQUE OPP ! 
Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228 


Movie Extras/ 
Models Needed! 


Earn up to $200-$400 per day. 
No experience required. PT/FT. 
All looks and ages needed. Call 
now!! 800-834-3259 


Nightlife 
Photographers 
Wanted 


Clubs, bars and special events 
Will train. Must have digital 
camera Apply 
www. iphotoworld.com/jobs 





ipany ae 





Sperm Donors Wanted 

Up to $900/Month 

Attending a University or hold- 
ing a degree? Between the 
ages of 19-38? Call about our 
annonymous sperm donor pro- 
gram. (800) 231-3373 *41 or 
visit us at 
www.cryobankdonors.com 


We Want New 
Writers 


The Academy for Alternative 
Journalism supported by the 
Association of Alternative News 
weeklies and by alternative pa- 
pers like this one, seeks expe- 
rienced minority journalists and 
students (college seniors and 
up) for a paid summer writing 
program at Northwestern Univ. 
Medill School of Journalism 
Chicago. The 8 wk program 
(June 19-Aug 14, 2005) aims to 
recruit talented minority writers 
into the alternative press and 
train them in magazine-style 
feature writing. 10 participants 
will be chosen and paid $3000 
plus housing and travel allow- 
ances. While the program is de- 
signed to encourage minority 
writers to consider careers in 
the alternative press, candi- 
dates of any ethnicity may ap- 
ply. For information visit the 
Web site at http:// 
www.medill.northwestern.edu: 
aaj or write for an application 
Academy of Alternative Jour- 
nalism Northwestern University, 
Medill School of Journalism 
1845 Sheridan Road Evanston, 
iL 60208 Email 
altacademy @northwestern.ed 
u. Application deadline Febru- 
ary 11. 2005. Northwestern 
University is an equal opportu- 
nity educator and employer 


WORK FROM HOME 

PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK 
Stuffing envelopes from home 
Earn $4/envip. Guaranteed! 
100% legit 
www.envelopesfromhome.com 








feal jobs for real people | piace a 


assifieds@onx 


il! 617.859.3300 {0 
www.thephoen 





Check out the best 
local MP3s in Boston. 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 





RADIO NETWORK 





FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 

Do you love FNX? We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthu- 
siastic about the FNX radio network. If you think you have the right stuff, let us 
know! Requires 1 year of outside sales experience, media sales a plus. Ability to 
generate new business a must. Job code: FX-AE-PX 


Email your resume with Job Code in the subject Ene to JOBS @FUARA- 
DIO.COM. More information at www. thephoenix.com. 
soe 





Take your career personally 
Garrat Job Opportunities 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - WEB AFFILIATE SALES 
Build relationships with popular online sites to join our 
txt2flrt.com network. Requires 1+ years sales experience in 


online space and strong selling skills. Need to be high volume 
cold caller and networker. Job Code: P2P-AEW-PX 


The People2People Group is the largest provider of voice and online personals services to media 
companies in the US and abroad. We are a division of The Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
and are based in the company offices near Fenway Park in Boston 


Email resume with the Job Code in the Subject Line to: jobs@PHX.com 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
A CAREER IN MEDIA? 


Join The Phoenix Media Family 





EDITORIAL 

NEWS EDITOR 

We are seeking a News Editor with strong writing, editing, and story development skills. Must be 
media savvy, graphically inclined, and willing & able to play an on-line as well as in-paper role 
Should be culturally attuned to the pop, mainstream, and underground. 3 to 5 years editorial expe- 
rience preferred. Send hard copy resume and clips to PMCG HR, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston MA 


02215 Job Code: BP-NED-PX 


SALES 


RETAIL SALES MANAGER 
Lead team of 6-8 sales reps in selling advertising for The Boston Phoenix. Requires 5+ years 


sales/sales management experience. Job Code: BP-RSM-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Outside sales of advertising within an assigned Boston territory. Requires 1+ years outside sales 
experience. Job Code: BP-AE-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- STUFFQ@NIGHT MAGAZINE 

Sell advertising in entertainment and fashion/beauty categories. Requires 1+ year successful out- 
side sales experience. 

Job Code: SN-AE-PX 


INSIDE SALES (ENTRY LEVEL) - BOSTON PHOENIX 
Advertising sales over the phone, both inbound and outbound. No sales experience required, 
though fundraising/telemarketing experience helpful. Job Code: BP-IS-PX. 


TECHNOLOGY 


DESKTOP SUPPORT TECHNICIAN 
Provide phone and desktop support to our various companies. 300+ users in Windows 2000/XP environment with 
some Macs thrown in. Requires 3+ years support experience. Requires some day travel to remote sites 


Job Code: BP-DS-PX 


SUPPORT 


COURIER 
Drive the FNX van and schlep stuff all around town for us. Must have a clean driving record 
and able to lift 50 pounds. Must know Boston like the back of your hand and drive like a 


local. Job Code: BP-C-PX 


Email your resume with Job Code in the subject line to JOBS @PHX.COM. 
More information al www. thephoenix.com. 
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Automotive 


138k miles 
warranty 


| 
| 1895 BMW 740il 


transferable 





repair 





valid until 11/05, AM/FM 6 disk 
Autos-Domestic CD changer, Rear and side 

electric shade. 508-631-0555 
1993 Crown Victoria Police Marty 


Package, 85k miles, 4.6 liter v 
8, all power, just passed in 
spection, great car! $2800. 774 
930-2722 


1996 Subaru Outback LTD 
leather heated seats, factory 
tinted glass, one owner, $4,000 
Call Tim, 978-590-6112 (days) 
978-369-1691 (evenings) 


1993 Ford Taurus, has four 
new tires, runs great, body is in 
great condition, $900 for safe 
reliable transportation. Call Tim 


at 978-590-6112 1996 Volkswagen Jetta-red 


mint conditon, highway driven 
88K mi manual $4,300 BO 
919-673-8708 Jen 


1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass SL 
V6, Power windows and locks 
runs beautifully, Looks great 
(white) brand new tires 


1 . ‘ 
$1,600. Call Tim 978-590-6112 gels agar nercapenmtangh mee 


86k miles, black leather, Bose 
1997 Ford Taurus SHO. 80k stereo, sunroof, remote lock 
miles, every option including opener, alarm, excellent condi- 


sound system and chrome rims 
good condition, $5700 
781-389-9204 


tion, $9,300. 857-204-4592 


2000 Honda Civic EX. black 
50k miles, charcoal grey inte 
rior, all power, moon roof, key- 
less entry, a/c, anti-theft system 
$9,000. 781-395-0139 or 
781-710-9172, Sarah 


1998 Chevy Silverado, Great 
condition! Taken very well care 
of. Loaded! Trailer hook up 
toolboxes etc. 14k/bo. Steven or 
Erika 978-362-3335 


1998 Mercury Villager LS, 71K 
miles, light blue exterior, gray 
interior with captain seats, tint 
ed glass, roof rack, $7200/BO. 
617-353-9044 or 781-784-8050 


2000 Range Rover, 79k miles 
4.6 HSE, maroon/tan, excellent 
condition, must sell, $21,900 
617-953-7722 


2001 Hyundai Accent, 47,400 


dark miles, factory warranty, dual- 


1999 Mercury Cougar 


green, sport edition, V-6 24 side air bag, manual transmis- 
Valve Engine, includes free Neitia 
$100 detailing job! $6500 sion, $4,300. Contact Dave at 
617-388-4167 daveyoung222 @ yahoo.com 
ESTE 91 volvo wagon 740 auto sun 
roof a/c power windows runs 
Autos-import jreat 1 owner, service records 
eR eer me ny no rust, leather $1900 | 
7 m . | 
1971 Datsun-240Z-Manual 81-275-1413 


transmition, Mechanic refer- | 
ence avail, older restoration, al | 
ways garaged, very good con 
dition. $5500 207-929-4498 


MINI COOPER S 03’ 

my new convertible is in 
Really red (top to bottom) 
loaded, Bora exhaust,premium 
package, fogs, 1 lady owner. 
superb cond.$22,950.207- 
767-7077 


1988 lamborghini countach 
replica . red exterior, 17k miles 
6 cylinder, 5 speed, a/c, remote 
door openers, $20,000 
617-312-9234 











Boston Phoenix Guaranteed Classified 


WE’LL RUN YOUR AUTO AD UNTIL IT SELLS - 
GUARANTEED 














You get a 5 line auto for sale ad for $55. (extra lines are $5 each) It runs for five- 
weeks. If you still don’t sell it by the end of the 5 weeks, call us back before the 
ad expires and we’ll renew it for FREE*. And, we’ll keep doing that until your 
car sells.. Plus, your ad goes up on our web site within hours of receiving your 
order so you can start taking calls immediately! 











WRITE UP YOUR AUTO AD in the text block below. Allow | letter or 
punctuation mark per box and | space between each word 










soLT TT TTT TT TTT TTT TTT TJ oiines 
sosLT TTT TTTTT TTP IT TTT TI ines 
soLT TTT TTT TTT TET TTT LTT J sines 


CJ Check here if you would like us to put a border around your ad. 






Music, Showbiz & Arts 





Acting Classes 


Open House 
Saturday, January 22nd 
1-3pm and Wednesday, 

January 26th 6-8pm 


THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 


Since 1956 Boston's oldest 
and best professional acting 
school! 


*F/T day classes for adults 

*P/T beginning acting class 
*P/T classes in_ television 
commercials and film 

*Special teen classes self-im- 
provement for non-actors 


All classes have showcase 
public performances in our 
fully equipped theatre. 
Call for our free brochure! 
(617)423-7313 
327 Summer St., 
Studio 4, Boston 
Theatre and Classroom Rental 


Available 
www.actorsworkshopboston.com 


Acts for Hire 


Always Book a Wally’s Band 
We specialize in Jazz, Latin 
Jazz, Be Bop, Swing, Funk 
Fusion and Blues. We can 

have 

a band at your party within 24- 

hours! Always reasonable 
prices! 
617-828-1754 
www.wallyscafe.com 





Auditions 


ATTENTION 
ORIGINAL 
BANDS 


Submissions are being ac 


cepted for the 5th Annual 
Block Island Music Festival 
For complete details on the 


festival and submissions 
c h e Cc k 
www.blockislandmusic.com 





!BASS& DRUMS NEEDED! 
Orig band. Boston. Harm vox a 
+. Sngwritng a+, good ears a+ 
Infl: anything from Beatles & 
LZep to RadioHead, U2 even 
entry. 857-928-4547 
supercassis @ yahoo.com 


SSGRAVY TRAINSS 
Hot, musically literate, Gtr/Voc 
49 sks ft wrkng show/road bnd 
w/o day jobs. | have solid musi- 
cianship, talent, stage presence 
& showmanship. Strong side- 
man, co-front w/front ability. In- 
flu 50s-00s. blu, clsscl, CR 
C&W, dsco, fnk, GB, HM, HR 
jzz, oldy, pop, R&B, rkbily, R&R 
soul, surf rk, tp 40 
Call Joe Mac 781-286-9574 


$$Working Band$$ 


seeks second female vox to 
sing lead, harmony is a must 
Front ability with great stage 
presence. Call 508-285-5467 
after 5pm or 
RjOldham @ Comcast.net 


A Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute Show 


Casting call for “Billy Cox/ 
Noel Redding bass player 


Must be able to get signa- 
ture Hendrix sound from 


both your gear and your 
playing. No drugs, No al- 
cohol policy. Schedule must 
allow for rehearsal and 
travel. Must be willing to do 
whatever it takes to play 
and look the part. Call 401- 
524-8652 for an audition 





ALL MUSICIANS NAT'L 
REFERRAL 








Borders make your ad stand out and increase response. There is a 1 time charge 
of $12 for a border. 










CALL us at 617-859-3300 Monday — Friday 9am to 6pm. Have your credit 
card ready. 







FAX this form to: 617-536-1463 






MAIL this form with check or money order made payable to The Boston 
Phoenix — or include credit cafd information. Mail to The Boston Phoenix, 
Guaranteed Roommates, 126 Brookline Ave, Boston, MA 02215 






EMAIL: Go to BostonPhoenix.com. Click on classifieds then click on the 
Guaranteed Auto tile and follow the instructions. 














Enclosed is my check or money order for: 






I prefer to pay by credit card: 







Card #: 













NAME: 









ADDRESS: 










CITY: 





DAYTIME PHONE: 









EMAIL ADDRESS: 









The Deadline is Tuesday at noon for the upcoming issue. 
THE 


enix 
CLASSIFIED 5 


Renewals after the ad expiration date will be subject to a $55 charge 












Where pro musicians and 

bands connect. Ask about 

our lifetime membership 
1-800-366-4447 





BAND FORMING! 


Guitar, Bass, and Vox 
wanted for heavy, melodic 
hypnotic, tribal hard rock/ 


metal band. Must be willing 
to practice 3 times a week 
Career musicians 

Chris 617-899-7638 email 
karmajunction @ yahoo.com 





Bass needed 
for original rock band. Have cd, 
gigs, rehearsal space. Check 
out www.redshiftrock.com for 
tunes. Must have gear/transp 
Serious musicians only. 
x 857.225.2282 


BASS PLAYER Avail for work- 
ing club/gb/wedding band. Top 
40, oldies classic rock, Alt 
Years of local club exp. Great 
ear, solid groove and backup 
vocals. Pro gear/transportation 
Reliable. David 617-332-0940 
dsottilaro@ mac.com 


BASS PLAYER WTD 


Guitar/vox/drums seeking 
players who share an equal ap- 
preciation for Gram Parsons, 
Iggy Pop, Lemonheads and 
Led Zepplin 

Call Jerry. 978-356-2790 


BASS WANTED 

Band forming bass needed 
Rockability, punk, rhythm and 
blues. pref in 20's. Jesse 
617-429-0752 
rocknsockndemon @ yahoo.com 


BASS WANTED: 


All orig heavy rock needs bass 
| Sleaze Grinder calls us "Super 
Grunge”. Check out MP3's @ 
| stonefacerock.com. Let's make 
a record and play some shows 
Jeff 617-943-5226 


BASS* 


TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


Freelance Electric Bass seeks 
| Management. 603-978-2178 
| www.electricbass.net 


BASSIST WANTED 


for loud heavy all orig power 
rock band. Seasoned pros only. 
no beginners. must have pro 
equip, technical skill and avail to 
tour and gig regularly 

intl: Zeplin, Sabbath, ACDC 
Rush. Kevin 978-744-8369 


COVER DRUMMER 


Seeking cover band rock or 
country in western band, or to 
form a band. If interested, call 

robert at anytime 781-322-3803 


Drummer 
Available 
Proficient and tasteful in rock 
funk. blues, and jazz. 8 yrs 


international travel experience 
Looking for working situation 
Pros only 617-308-9451 


DRUMMER NEEDED 

for gigging technical metal 
band. Fast double kick tech- 
nique, desire to play over odd 
time meters is a must 

www. infinityminusone.com 

Call Kurt @ 781-856-9238 


Drummer Skng Work 
Top notch pro w/ lead & backup 
vocals. GB, classic rock prefer 
| but open. Experienced 
player. 508-384-7084 


team 


| Drummer Wanted 
With some lead/backup 
experience for working general 
business P/T band. Need to 
have exp. and desire to play 
various styles of music such as 
Classic Rock, Top 40, 80's 
Funk, and Blues to name a few 
Need to be committed to re- 
hearsals once a wk in Norton 
MA and have a team player 
mentality. We want someone 
who can add to our fun atmos- 
phere and who truly loves to 
play out. We are a cover band 
that tries to play a little of every- 
thing. Classic Rock to Modern 
| Pop or anything good that 
keeps them dancing. If you sing 
too, be ready to sing backup vo- 
cals. Call Susan for audition at 
W#: 508-528-9933 


| DRUMMER WANTED-for new 
pretentious rock'n'roll punk 
| band. Dictators, Turbonegro 
Cheap Trick, Supersuckers 
Damned, Ramones, X, the 
Dickies, Backyard Babies, Rev. 
H. Heat, Meat Loaf. That's right 
Meat Loaf. Also looking for 2nd 
guitar, keyboards, maybe per- 
cussion too. North Shore, Bos- 
ton. Call Bob 781-307-1342 or 
thegamp @ erols.com 


DRUMS, BASS & 
GUITARIST NEEDED 
ORIGINAL ROCK BAND 
Dynamic, melodic, complex 
Odd meter. Between 
Radiohead and Tool 

Listen at 
www.processionofsaints.com 
Evan 617-787-9504 


vocai 


2ND 


Established band seeks bassist 
apc,mars volta,dredg,ours,tool 
muse,buckley,oceansize,stp re- 
cording LP @ our studio lot of 
gigs,contacts,material rehearse 
in Boston 3x/week call 617-290- 
8559, lv msg 


Established Hard Rock Band 
Sks lead M Vox (ability to sing 
not scream) and bassist. Infl 
Van Halen, Y&T, Kiss, etc 

We have Mgt, gigs and con- 
tacts. Call Dave 781-953-0549 


Ex Members from 
Closer Then Kin 


Looking for vocalist for our rock 
metal punk band. Must be will- 
ing to tour and record. Must 
have something good to say 
No high-schoolers and no mid 
life crisis. Call 508-824-5107 
401-741-5156 


EXPERIENCED 
DRUMMER 


Available for Part-Time gigs. fill- 
ins, studio. Original or cover. 
Chris 508-878-4606 


F Singer/Actress Wanted 
with great improv, harmony, co- 
medic, vocal, & people skills; w/* 
car Diverse, Rhythmic, Original 
kids / family Concerts am / aft 
weekend s 
DreamSongs @comcast.net 


F VOX WANTED 


Looking for female vocalist for 
live track act. Able to sing stan- 
dards from the last 40 
years.Tunes of Whitney Hous- 
ton, Celine Dion, Barbra Strein- 
sand, Liza Minelli, etc 
Call Joey at 781-286-1347 
www.joeycanzano.com 


ill 
GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 





CLASSIFIEDS 


















GUITAR & 
DRUMMER WNTD 


Funk rock original band, Slar 
back. Gigs & CD. Needs crea 
tive, commited pros only. 
781-871-8363 


HAVE GUITAR, 
WILL 
TRAVEL 


Guitarist w/vox seeking original 
pop/rock project in Boston. Infl 
incl Springsteen, U2, Dylan 
Call Andy @ 617-710-8578 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my 
very livelihood. 


| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
Star studded acts. 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious. 


The fun! enjoy is stepping 
up 

to the plate! 

So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety | wouldn't be 
as well known. 


-Kevin McElroy 
Instrumentalist 


29, sks working cover band in 
Boston area Rock/alt/pop 
Drums, gtr, keys. Pro gear, 10 
yrs live, studio exp. Reliable 
professional 

Eric 508-981-4875 


ishmaelites??? 
The Ishmaelites were tri-racial 
nomads known for music & 


dance. Indiana broke them up 
in 1907. The real orphan Annie 
may've been one. Our Tues 


night salon seeks co-creator 
develop new show 


lan 617-491-8971 


Jazz Drummer Available 
Experienced, pro drummer w 
great time dynamics 
chops available to join or fc 
trio or quartet to play jazz. E 
me at lirri@yahoo.com or call 
Jack 617-775-5184 


KEYS WANTED | 


80's cover band (2 gtrs./bass 
drums/singer space in | 
Somerville) seeks experienced 
keys. Cure, INXS, Big Country 
Chops and working knowledge 

of vintage pads/effects/gear a 
must 

Call Jon @ 617 





feel 


mail 





312-5638 


Kid Keys Wtd 
keyooard player wanted for 
children’s music project | 


infl: wiggles, b.splits, etc. pref. | 
age 30 +. w/ recording expr 
email: jeepsie_2@ yahoo.com 


LEAD GUITARIST 
looking for serious musicians to 
Start/join original heavymetal 
band. 28 yrs old pro attitude & 
pro gear, creative & dedicated. | 
Infl: Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde, | 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. Rob 
(978) 794-8481 | 


METAL! 
Drummer looking to form 
Metal project infil. by 
Celtic Frost, Venom, Bathory 
Possessed, Sabbat,etc | 
978-688-7996 (leave msg.) 
hellbound@ mailsnare.com 


Piano Player/Singer 
Looking for Band 


Rockabilly, Biues, Western 
Swing, Boogie Woogie 
larrylee @larryleelewis.com 
617-771-2668 





Karen DeBiasse 
VOICE LESSONS 
Become a great singer with 
dynamic range, strength 
and tone 
Guitar Piano Drums Writing 
www.karendebiasse.com 
617-529-6243 


PIANO LESSONS 
Pop, rock, classical, jazz 


oe ee eae ee 
mathertrak @ yahoo.com 


VOCAL 
INSTRUCTION 
MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 
Pop/Rock technique. 


Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 








PLAYERS FOR NEW BAND 


Pro Guitar Bass & Drums 


gig 
Jing w ayers. VOX 
juitar muti-inst 
heavy roc king org & cvers 
nfi:mtl, ska, fur punk, regg 
www.wetworks net/CK/new 


617-686-3712 


PRO BASS/VOX 
AVAILABLE 


Electric/upright 26+yr 
Stage/studios exp., fluent in 
c ontemp and standard 
Styles double sax, will con 
sider serious offers 
only. Kevin 781-424-5 
ktnorr @ hotmail. 
www. KevinTNorris.com 


D sks p 


keys and/or 





pro 
f 





9018 


‘om 





PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 
avail for working bands only 
Guit, bass, keys, sax, flute 
drums and »x, all styles. Con 
tact Lenny Luzitano @ 508 
679-0426 or cell 508-801-3814 
Rhythm/Lead 


Guitarist needed 


Looking for talanted players 

presence/harmony ability a 

must!! Our avg age 40. In 

Start-up stage, Pop/Classic 

rock, Practice in Beverly. Look 

ing to gig 2-3 times/ month 
Mark 978-745-5410 


Rock Band 


w/string players signed to major 
label looking for fiddie player 
soloist for US/European tour 
with possibility of full-time mem 
bership For all inquiries 
p e a s € 
call Chris at 540-456-4924 


Seeks Male Vox 


jJance rock 


present 


seeks ead vocalist 








781-961-5261 


Call 


SOUND ENGINEER 
NEEDED 


¢ er b d neede rc fr 
over band needs pic 


Rock ayers 
w/pro attitude chops and vocal 
ability. Randy 978-957-381€ 


www.barrnoneband.com 


SOUTH SHORE 


Band forming Keybording & F 
Vox looking for bassist & drum 
mer. Call Seth at 508-631-1334 
1 Melissa 508-944-3543 


TALENTED LEAD GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 
nd ready to rock. Infl: older met 
thrash. look 
yrig/covers 
Larry 


al bluesy rock, n 
ing to join/form 
many song idea 
508-872-0119 


THE ORDER OF 
THE ARTISTS 
New multi-media arts troupe 
now auditioning artists & musi 
cians of ail disciplines for regu 
lar performances & creation of 
new Cultural forms 
www.ebroms.net 
arc555 @ aol.com 
617-479-5363 


Vocalist available 
for studio work lead back 
ground and voiceover. Refer- 
ences furnished upon request 
978-590-3664 


Vocalist Avail 


with great range, Guitar, Har- 
monica, Songwriting skills look 
ing to join or form Original Rock 
or Blues band Demos at 
www.brettmusic.com 

email b_laidiaw @comcast.net 


cr 
al 












Looking for a fresh 
sound? 
MXout is your source. Orig- 
inal music for all types of 
media Films, commercials, 
web music, radio Done 

quickly, done quality. 
781 526 3568 
www.MXout.com 
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VOCALIST WANTED 
M or f 
band. Playing an instrument is a 
plus Band of ma 


t 


inger for blues-rock 
but not req 
sre players doing tasteful 
vers and originals 


ave 8-395-5770 


VOICEOVER 
TALENT AVAIL 


> 
26 +y 


stage-als 
demo 

Kevir 

ktnorr @ hotmail.com 


only 


www.KevinT Norris 





FEMALE WANTED-to 5 


for short sketches 





,0Sse 


| nude Any 
} body type acceptable. Pregnant 
is good. No exp. ne 

964-45 


721 


Studio Space 


Share Art 
| Studio Space 


Bromfield St 








Sunny near Park 


& T. Secure building 


all 978-92 16€ 


et cetera 





GOT A BAND BUT 
NO 


WEBSITE? 


al website design & 








Your sax 
player blows. 


| ve 
Pheenix 
Sa oT aaa 

617-859-3300 


Find @ band or find a bandmate. 
















SOUND MUSEUM 
REHEARSAL COMPLEX 
We beat any monthly 
weekly & hourly prices. Ask 
about our new PRO 
SOUNDSTAGE starting at 
$15 p/hr fully equipped. 
Student Discounts 

Play where the Pros Play 
24hr access. Locations 
Allston, Boston, Brighton, 
So. End. 617-423-4959 


































‘Clean AC. Alarm bus train nr JP 
128. Mature w/ rots only $240/ 
mo. HYDE PARK. 

617-361-0900 
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More LoOcaL 


crn vate some 


3 eS 
Gi7.295.100g 


WORCESTER: 506.365.1000 — 


Men can call 1.900.329.8833 for only § 1°/ min! 


NightLine 


Wanna’ Improve 


Your Text Life? 
On your cell phone text the word HOOKUP 
to 5FREE . Women hookup for free, 


Men use Mobile Hookup’s free trial!* 
“only standard operator rates apply 










No liability. 18+. Restrictions apply 


free for women! 





| 
| 
| 


Social Life 
SC WAL 





theDCERIX 
Con 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 


More cities :1.888.257.5757 


enter code: 351 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 
1-900-484-2525 Somin $25/call 


HANDLE? 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
hol 0} - Bay Aa Bc wa ol elole) 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 
LAVALIFE USERS.* 





ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 
Click at a Flick 


Ren wen mh a —t 


Where singles click” 


www.lavalife.com/flick 


“Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 
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REARDAN IC 
Dating 





BEST CHATLINE! 
FREE for women! 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 
CALL NOW! 
18+. No liability 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 


e phone nnections 


Instant 
with Boston 24 hrs 
day! Try us FREE! E 
130. (61 245-1005 


834-4044 


singles 
nter 
ode 


Other MA #'s 1-87 


LAVALIFE 


Where singles click 


Call now to meet hundreds of 
local singles in Boston 
1st Time 

Only $15 for 1 hour! 


Free to browse 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


Enter code 114. Must be 18+ 


> Buyer's Specia 


NIGHTLINE 
Be n's Best Chat and Date 
lir Wor alway a 
men try us FREE using fe 
61 4 


Want to 
go out 
tonight? 


Check out our listings. 


Want to go 
out with 
someone 
tonight? 


Check out our personals. 


[personals 








Bulletin Board 


BUY SELL 
TRADE 








Computers/Tech 


Stuff 
USED LAPTOPS 








Gateway aptor Pentiurr 
1.6GHz, 20GB, 256MB Ram 
14.1 reen and more. Still 
inde rranty from Gateway 
tart aptops Re 


reasonable 
or sell your 


pair available at 
price, Trade in 
¢ 





vorking or broken laptop 
Used P Jesktop Computers 
Dell if IBM starts from 
$250.0 617)847-1400 
email us 

asystemslic @ yahoo.com 


PEE IS 
Furniture 


CASH for Quality Goods, furni 
ture, electronics, bikes, etc. | 
also sell these cheap. Cheap 
Chic, 116 Harvard Avenue, All 
ston.617-783-1227 





WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


ability kK 





MEM RERR STORET 
Appliances 


Carpenter Tools Milwaukee 





Cir saw with Blade hrs 
Alsc 2 1/2 metal 
toolbox w/new addt'l 

w 5.8mh cordless 

phone $125. Call 617-417- 


6111 Somerville. 


General For Sale 


*Mariboro, Virginia 
Slim, Parliament’: 


$23.85. Cartons starting at 


$11.00. Call 1-877-532-1425 


3 Condom Vending Machines 
Good Condition. Vend for $1 
each. $35 per machine 
781-334-4916 








Academic 


| Want To Type Your 
Papers 


Reasonable rates. Pror 
Call me 401-273-0. 


7809 


oncise 


>< 


or 4( 


Pregnant? 
Considering 
Adoption? 


We can help! We specialize in 
matching families with birth 
mothers nationwide. Toll free 
24 hours a day. 866-921-0565 
INE TRUE GIFT ADOPTIONS 





Financial 


$$ A Cash Now 
Offer SS 


ttery award ar 


SSCASHSS ash ~=Now for 


Structured Settlements 


ities, and insurance Payouts 
(800)794-731 LG Went 
worth J).G. Wentworth Mean: 


Cash Now For Structured Set 
ants. (AAN CAN 


$Cash$ 


Cash now for structured 


ettle 


ments, annuities and insurance 
payouts. 800-794-7310 J.G 
Wentworth ).G. Wentworth 


means cash now for structured 
settlements 


Household 
Free Direct TV 


Up to 4 rooms free plus 3 free 
months of HBO + Cinemax for 
$36.99 per month. 888-777- 
7115 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Legal Services 


incorporate in Delaware 


1 tax advantages Low 
ee ave mone jen 
quired. 302-65 € 


et cetera 


2U DIRECT 
COURIER VAN 





Campus Pickup/Delivery 
Boston. Cape. RI. NH. ME & 
Western Mass. 781-983-4495 


Experiment/Advertising 
school / Freakshow seeks 12 
people. 
THERE YOU ARE, funny hard 
working kind talented curious 
humble genius with $/time to 
spare. Hurry up! Application 
Jeadiine is January 1 
www.wk12.com We'll see you 
& the other 23 finalists in Port 
land, Oregon on January 31 


NEED A RIDE? 
www.cheaper-than-a-taxi.com 
Call (888) 705-0399 

avings Code: 84801317 


Gay/Lesbian 


TESTING! TESTING! H-I-V! 
FOR MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN! 


f your statu 


Having 
te 1 sex Getting in 
nshit Love to party and 
play (PnP)? We're he 
& anonymou: 
Contact PUMP 
(Peers Using More Prevention 
at Cambridge Cares about 
AIDS! 

Call (617) 599-0231 to get the 
results you need 


sre for you 
armed with free 


HIV testing 


Volunteers 


Bronze, Casting, 
Welding, 
Construction, 


Odiyan Buddhist Center seeks 
full time volunteers to help build 
large temple. Room, board, sti 
pend, training. Beautiful coastal 
California 707-785-2664 
www.odiyan.org 





TEXT CHAT! 


Call now for hot 


live chat with 
Boston singles! 


Text “brandy” 
to 46969 


(99¢ per text message) 








CLINICAL RESEARCH 




























Are You a Healthy Female with The Reproductive Endocrine Unit at 


Regular Menstrual Cycles? 7 : 
° ed , Massachusetts General Hospital... 
You are wanted for a research study in the 


Reproductive Endocrine Unit at 
Massachusetts General Hospital : 


Subjects Wanted for a Research Study 


seeks Women ages 18-40 with: Are you a male between 18 and 35 years of age? 


Age 18-35 es Are you overweight? 
. z 2 -Ilrregular Menstrual Cycles ov ‘ aap 
ee es , ‘ : na nutrit C 
© On no medications including . dewer tian nine per yelr) Do you want sh cs in a nut a research 
oral contraceptives and f with Aces anid jor study concerning diabetes and heart disease? 
¢ Have regulur periods Dp Excess of Hair Growth 
(25-35 days in length) ye The purpose is to compare the effectiveness of two different diets which may be helpful 


© Test Investigational drug for new 4 search: s 
neath of aa sae @ for a research study. in preventing type 2 diabetes and heart disease. The study is 3 weeks long and does 


* 1 hour outpatient visit and 3-day b Up to $100 stipend. not involve any drugs. There will be 2 admissions to the hospital, 10 days each 
overnight inpatient study Total payment for the study: $1,500. 
Call Catherine at 


se ena actos : (617) 724-8764 For more information call Dr. Diego Botero 


Call Catherine at 617-724-8764 - os ae at 617-355-2180 Children's Hospital Boston 


cbieksha@partners.org 


Interested in participating in a 


Research Study? | | 1} HEALTHY MEN AND WOMEN 


se you 20-55 years old, Needed to participate in a study of 
without sleep problems? thinking, memory and brain function. 
saya zs vor Siegen cig Earn up to $75 ($15 per hour). Native English 
investigational melatonin patch on sleep California Cryobank, the world’s leading reproductive tissue speaker with no history of alcohol or drug 
ni ne: AL NaC bank, Is looking for healthy males, In college or with a abuse, head injury, or neurological disorder, 
the way mies tour bosons Tate gage to become a pa of ur anonymous pem and age 18-55, 
5 || donor program, As a donor you'll receive up to $900 per 
Receive up to $840 || month. For more information or to see if you qualify call: Call Cognitive Neuroscience Laboratory at 


For more information please contact Lisa = McLean Hospital 
“G1 732asit ce HL eeAllFORNIA, | 1-800-231-3373 Ext. 41 : 
Imccaig@rics.bwh.harvard.edu REPRODUCTIVE <r www.cryobankdonors.com (6 1 7 ) § 5 5 = 3 7 8 5 

















www.cyclesi1 28. 107 BrRimBAL AVENUE 


com 
Beverty,MA 01915 __STORE HOURS _ 
GoW Uefa} (978) 927-3400 Monpay 9AM - 7PM 
(800) 464-CYCLE | TUESDAY = 9AM - 7PM 


WEDNESDAY 9AM - 7PM 
THURSDAY 9AM - 7PM 
FRIDAY 9AM - 7PM 
SATURDAY 9AM - 7PM 
mmm, SUNDAY 12pm - 5PM 














pont OPED Fi 


Vi BAe ELM tics 

MARE a any ar A : bed Zoomy Slick pic. dual 
3 NaG 

saat 






headlights, telescopic fork 
and cast alloy wheels 

e Front disc brake and big 
tires let the Zuma stop and 
corner |1ke a | 


Inderseat ca 


Beverly Gi 
and A sen 


i Af r « “s 
POO? eaeere ees Aten a Stir Mamnatine 7 “Fanesewn trwsinee! Z 


GYAMAHA = S71) i vs @® YAMAHA 






@Y, Aw A HK ©2004 Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. Follew instructional materials and obey all laws. Ride responsibly, wearing protective apparel. 
Alvenys ride within your capabilities, allowing time and distance fer maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don't drink and drive. 
For more information, call 1-800-6-YAMAHA-or 1-800-833-2232 and visit yamaha-metercom to learn about afl the different things we're doing to help protect the envionment. 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 





Visit salemaccess.com 


stir the senses 
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' Phoenix 


LST SET HET TLR LEE 
} "e bj 


re o/ 
On; 


3 8 DAYS A WEEK 


The week’s events of note 
include a sing-along Wizard 
of Oz and table tennis at 
Zeitgeist Gallery. 


FILM 

Peter Keough gives us his 
Top 10 films of 2004, and 
Gerald Peary offers his 2004 
favorites. Plus Fat Albert, 
Flight of the Phoenix, La mala 
educacion/Bad Education, 
Meet the Fockers, and The 
Phantom of the Opera. 


2004: THEATER 


Carolyn Clay’s picks include 
Elaine Stritch, The Playboy of 
the Western World, Sonia Flew, 
and Bad Dates. 


2004: DANCE 

Marcia B. Siegel and Jeffrey 
Gantz look back favorably on 
Les Ballets Trockadero de 
Monte Carlo, Mark Morris, 
Boston Ballet’s The Taming of 
the Shrew, and Suzanne Far- 
rell at Harvard. 


2004: ART : 26 | a 
The picks from Christopher Tee e O° 
Millis and Jeffrey Gantz include al ws 
Paul Rahilly, Paul Gauguin, 

Cerith Wyn Evans, Joseph 

Sudek, Boris Mikhailov, and 

Art Deco. 


2004: TELEVISION m /he Aviator 
Joyce Millman liked Lost, BY PETER KEOUGH 
The Sopranos, Rescue Me, Nip/ 


Tuck, Veronica Mars, Saturday S Notre musique 
Night Live, and more. | BY CHRIS FUJIWARA 


2004: BOOKS 

Our critics went for Nicholson 
Baker, Philip Roth, Orhan 
Pamuk, Rachel Cohen, Bob 
Dylan, Thomas Frank, Art 
Spiegelman, and more. 


2004: CLASSICAL 


For Lloyd Schwartz, it was 
almost all Levine all the time, 
but also Nixon in China, 
Dubravka TomSi¢, Leon 
Fleisher, Cecilia Bartoli, the 
Borromeo Quartet, and more: 


LISTINGS film PAGE 8 e theater PAGE 18 © (ance PAGE 22 @ art PAGE 24 e televiSiOn PAGE 27 
books PAGE 27 e events, benefits, gay & lesbian PAGE 27 @ classical PAGE 30 





B O S T O mw RATILE PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS, BAND OR EVENT 


A f MIKKO Oy ic Di eh Apes ld 


Pretty, fun onty 2 weeks “ee | 


1 a ae 
REMAINING! : : * Your digital files Digital templates 
Don’t wait- : » Order online 24/7 - Custom quotes 


CALL TODAY' 


full of surprises. 


cP iA ee fA TT ee 
oe EN iL) ew he Be Ay Ci3.> 


4.25"x 5.5" or 4"x 6 printed (4/4) in full color on 3.5°% 2" - printed (4/4) in full color on both front 
both front & back + 12pt. Heavy C2S Cardstock * 12pt. He: oy! C2s = ne tock 
an ) » 4.04 75 $1? 4 OOK) TY rahe 


OCHURE 


5.6 oz. - shirt with (1) color print in (1) location + your Trifoided 8.5°x 11” + printed (4/4) in full color on 
choice of 50/50 or 100% cotton « sizes from S-XL both the fron t& back 100ib. nai ap: orga 


~ $375 
4000 sTickERs 
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Express stop 


ALL WEEK: Best known as the illustrator behind the children’s classic The Polar Express 
(which is, of course, now an animated Tom Hanks vehicle), Chris Van Allsburg began his 
career studying sculpture at RISD and didn’t begin drawing until a cold New England 
winter forced him to take refuge from a frigid sculpture studio. The results — images 
from his Caldecott-winning debut, The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, and the dozen books that 
followed, including The Polar Express, plus examples of his sculpture — are on view this 
month in “The Mysteries of Chris Van Allsburg,” a retrospective at the Eric Carle Museum 
of Picture Book Art in Amherst. As curator Jane Bayard Curley points out, Van Allsburg’s 
ceuvre includes canny references to everything from German Romanticism to Hitchcock 
movies, and the Providence-based artist 
remains highly esteemed by his colleagues: 
the original art for the iconic image above (“/t 
was wrapped in an apron of steam”) comes 
from the collection of Maurice Sendak. The 
exhibit is up through March 13; the Carle is at 
125 West Bay Road in Amherst, and though 
it’s closed on Christmas, it is open till 2 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve. Call (413) 658-1100. 


Chris Van Alisburg, “It was wrap 
‘apron of steam,” from The Polar Express 





Blue Christmas 

















FRIDAY: We’re not sure this is 
what Elvis (or Ernest 
Tubb, for that matter) 
had in mind. But for 
those looking for 
something to do on 
Christmas Eve, Blue 
Man Group, those 
bald-pated, bug-eyed 
microprocessor salesmen 
from another planet, will be 
_ manning the PVC pipes 
and dispensing toilet 
paper with their typical abandon even as Santa 
warms up his sleigh. Performances continue today 
at 2 and 5 p.m. at the Charles Street Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton Street in the Theater District, and tickets 
are $46 to $56; call (617) 931-ARTS. 


Blue Man Group 


DAYS A WEEK YW 





A round-up of notable happenings in the next 8 days 


@ THURSDAY 23 
PONG. Given the lack of other recre- 
ation on the eve of Christmas Eve, Zeit- 
geist Gallery may well have the most- 
publicized sporting event ever held at a 
radicalista art gallery/jazz den. And it 
wouldn't be a Zeitgeist Gallery Table 
Tennis Tourney without a DJ playing 
swing and Dixieland tunes, right? The 
entrance fee is a $20 donation, and the 
top prize is $100 in cash. Bring your pad- 
dle to 1353 Cambridge Street in Inman 
Square beginning at 5 p.m.; 
the winner will be crowned 


around 10. Call (617) 876- 
6060 
@ FRIDAY 24 


EATS. Don't feel like cooking 
on Christmas Eve? The Top of 
the Hub is offering a four- 
course meal for $72 per head 
($32 for smaller heads), with 
seating between 5 and 10 p.m. 
“And since we do have the best 
view of the skyline,” notes GM 
Raphael Oliver, “there may just 
be a sleigh sighting.” For $72, 
those guys better deliver. The 
Top of the Hub is on the 52nd 
floor of the Prudential, 800 
Boylston Street in Boston; call 
(617) 536-1775. 


@ SATURDAY 25 

FILM. As with the gifts some 
of you will be opening this 
morning, the films opening today are a 
bit of a mixed bag. Bill Cosby’s Fat Al- 
bert, formerly a comedy routine and a 
TV cartoon series, is a’70s-’80s mini icon 
now being resurrected in this comedy 
from Joel Zwick (My Big Fat Greek Wed- 
ding). Kenan Thompson and Kyla Pratt 
star, and they better not use that damn 
“f” word. Another ’70s icon was under- 
sea explorer Jacques Cousteau, who’s 
parodied whimsically in The Life 
Aquatic with Steve Zissou. Wes An- 
derson’s latest sui generis opus stars Bill 
Murray, Owen Wilson, Cate Blanchett, 





EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


and Anjelica Huston. And in what 
decade hasn’t the mysterious Howard 
Hughes been iconic? Leonardo DiCaprio 
grows his nails long in The Aviator; 
Martin Scorsese’s version of the leg- 
endary genius and billionaire also stars 
Cate Blanchett as Katharine Hepburn, 
Kate Beckinsale as Ava Gardner, Gwen 


DANIELLE FAUTEUX JA\ 





Stefani as Jean Harlow, and Jude Law as 
Errol Flynn. Meanwhile, a relic from 


and Anouk Aimée screens today, Mon 
day, and Tuesday at the Brattle Theatre, 
40 Brattle Street in Harvard Square; call 
(617) 876-6837. 

THEATER. Rodney Rafferty may not 
have been employed, as was David 
Sedaris, as a Christmas elf at Macy’s. But 
he has served as a nutcracker at the Ded- 
Mall’s Santaland, and that more 
than qualifies him to take on the role of 


ham 


the disenchanted merrymaker in The- 
atreZone’s production of Sedaris’s The 
Santaland Diaries. If you're looking 
for something to do on Christmas night 
this has a 7 p.m. curtain; it closes tomor 
row night, also at 7. That's at Chelsea 
Theatre Works, 189 Winnisimmet Street 
in Chelsea, and tickets are $18; call 
(617) 887-2336. 


M@ SUNDAY 26 
FILM. Now that phase one of the holi- 
day madness has ended, you may be 


ready for some face slapping and eye 





2002 is unearthed as the Spanish horror | 
film Darkness resurfaces; Anna Paquin, | 


Lena Olin, and Giancarlo Giannini star | 


and Jaume Balagueré directs. 

_ Didn't get what you were hoping for? 
Close your eyes and imagine there’s a 
Santa Claus. Or no, wait: imagine it’s a 
Saturday in 1960 and a new film called 


La dolce vita is opening. A new print | 


of Fellini's look at decadent Rome 
through the eyes of jaded paparazzo 


| Marcello Mastroianni with Anita Ekberg 








gouging. The Brattle Theatre’s “Stooge- 
O-Rama” will usher us into the New 
Year: marking the 70th anniversary of 
the crudely hilarious trio’s film debut, 
the week-long celebration features their 
first film, Men in Black, plus a generous 
sampling of their ceuvre in which they 
take on such challenges as death row, the 
Third Reich, women in academe, and 
health care. It all starts today at 2 p.m. at 
40 Brattle Street in Harvard Square; call 
(617) 876-6837. 


Toto, we’re not in The Rocky Horror Pic- | 


ture Show anymore. In the “Sing-Along 


Wizard of Oz,” the squeaky-clean | 
| audience. The final performance takes 


Dorothy gets her own “interactive film 
experience,” for which filmgoers are en- 
couraged to come in costume and hiss at 
the Wicked Witch and will be provided 


with a “free Perform-Along Fun Pack in- | 


cluding a kazoo, mystical bubbles, a 
noisemaker, and a magic wand.” A newly 


refurbished print with subtitled song | 


lyrics screens through December 30 at 


the Regent Theatre, 7 Medford Street in 


Arlington. Tickets are $15; call (781) 
646-4849 

@ MONDAY 27 

FILM. The volatile and prolific collabo 
ration between director Werner Herzog 
and actor Klaus Kinski ended with 
Cobra Verde (made in 1987, and sut 
sequently an inspiration to the Ohio 
indie-rock band who briefly became 
most of Guided by Voices), Herzog’s 


rough-edged but fitfully brilliant adapta 
tion of the 
Viceroy of Ouidah. Kinski plays a former 


3ruce Chatwin novel Th 
mine worker turned slave trader whose 
inordinate ambitions and appetites make 
for some spectacular scenery and 
scenery chewing. It screens for free at 
6 p.m. in the BPL’s Rabb Auditorium, 700 
Boylston Street in Copley Square, as part 
of the library’s “Werner Herzog Film Se- 
(617) 536-5400 extension 


ries”; call 


4319 


@ TUESDAY 28 

REVELS. It’s last call for the 2004 edi- 
tion of The Christmas Revels, which 
pays handsome tribute to French Canada, 
taking us to the Québec village of Trois 
Riviéres for the usual spiffy songs, 
dances, carols, and children’s games plus 
an appearance by the Man in Black — no, 
not Johnny Cash but the Devil, who 
when a voyageur says he’d sell his soul to 
get back home for New Year’s is only too 
happy to oblige, offering his “flying 
canoe,” which actually does fly over the 


place at 3 p.m. at Harvard University’s 
Sanders Theatre, in Memorial Hall, be- 
tween Harvard Yard and the Law School 
Yard in Harvard Square. Tickets are $20 
to $42, or $12 to $32 for children under 
12; call (617) 496-2222, or visit 
www. revels.org. 
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@ WEDNESDAY 29 


FILM. Cinephiles might not be as 
breathless awaiting the latest Jean-Luc 
Godard film, but the septuagenarian 
master of the Nouvelle Vague continues 
») break new ground with Notre 
musique/Our Music, a sweeping in 
lictment of modern life patterned after 
Dante’s Comedia. Author and Harvard 
emeritus professor of philosophy Stanley 
Cavell will provide a no doubt essential 
introduction to tonight’s screening at 
8 p.m. at the Museum of Fine Arts, 465 
Huntington Avenue in Boston; subs¢ 
quent screenings will be introduced by 
the likes of Emerson professor John 
Gianvito, Harvard professor Alfred 
Guzzetti, Boston Globe film critics Ty Burr 
and Wesley Morris, and our own Peter 
Keough. Call (617) 369-330( 

A different kind of cinephile no doubt 
will be drawn to Peter Jackson’s version of 
J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy. The Brattle is offering a week of 


screenings, starting today with The Fel- 
lowship of the Ring and continuing to- 
morrow with The Two Towers, both at 
4:30 and 8 p.m. (Friday will bring The 
Return of the King at 6:30 p.m.) Come 
dressed as your favorite Orc, Elf, Hobbit, 
or Ent to 40 Brattle Street in Harvard 
Square; call (617) 876-6837. 


@ THURSDAY 30 

THEATER. Sex, murder, feverish Chris- 
tianity, and Beethoven come together in 
Tolstoy's once-controversial novella The 
Kreutzer Sonata. Actor Larry Pine has 
turned the killer husband’s tale into a one- 
man tour de force that’s getting its world 
premiere at Merrimack Repertory Theatre. 
Pine, whose finest hour may be his turn as 
Astrov in Louis Malle’s 1994 film Vanya on 
42nd Street, adapted the work with Mar- 
garet Pine, who provides a “musical land- 
scape” to be performed on stage by pianist 
Bonnie Anderson and violinist Piotr 
Buczek. The one-act play continues 
through January 29 at Merrimack Rep, 50 
East Merrimack Street in Lowell, and tick- 
ets are $26 to $45; call (978) 454-3926. 






















he best of 2004 came from all 

over the cinematic map: for- 

eign films, American independ- 
ents, and, yes, some big-budget 
mainstream efforts. Here’s my list. 


1) HOUSE OF 

HYING DAGGERS 

So you think Ang Lee knows bam- 
boo? Zhang Yimou knows bamboo. 
His bamboo-grove battle, one of 
many spectacular climaxes in House 
of Flying Daggers, transcends the 
martial-arts genre. So does the film. 
Integrating color, image, rhythms, 
set design, character, plot, and 
music into a symphonic whole, 
Zhang has made his epic statement 
on the themes of individuality, re- 


sponsibility, love, freedom, and fate. 


In short, life and cinema as he 
knows it. 


2) THE LIFE AQUATIC 

ITH STEVE ZISSOU 
This has nothing to do with real life 
as we know it — instead, Wes An- 
derson’s zthereal, absurd confec- 
tion reaffirms the dreamlike in 
movies. With a surreal toss-away vi- 
sual and verbal wit, Anderson takes 
on a tale of Ahab-like revenge and 
Oedipal questing and makes it as 
cozy and unsettling as a spin in the 
Beatles’ Yellow Submarine. Bill 
Murray as the Jacques 
Cousteau-like humbug of the title 
explores deeper nuances and ironies 
in his loopy persona, and the per- 
formances from the rest of the crew 
— Owen Wilson, Cate Blanchett, 
Jeff Goldblum, and Anjelica Hus- 
ton, to name a few — are uniformly 
poignant and hilarious. 


3) CRIMSON GOLD 

ada films have unhappy endings. 
Jafar Panahi has unhappy begin- 
nings that only get worse. An Iran- 
ian Taxi Driver but less upbeat, 
Crimson Gold begins and ends with 
a robbery gone awry. Hussein, a 
lumpen pizza deliveryman, is tor- 
mented by the thought of a world 
of privilege and pleasure that he’s 
excluded from. He’s portrayed by 
an actor who is himself a mentally 
ill pizza deliveryman, and the per- 
formance is a masterpiece of 
pathos, a paradigm of disenfran- 
chisement. For his part, Panahi 
never succumbs to didacticism. 
Events unreel elliptically but with 
the inevitability of tragedy and with 
a recognition that, in the closed so- 
ciety that is this world, desire spells 
doom but can’t be denied. 


4) ETERNAL SUNSHINE 
OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 


Michel Gondry’s consummate love 
story not only investigates mind, it 
makes you use it. Twenty minutes 
into the film, when the credits first 
kick in, the questions remain: 
where are we? when are we? who 
are we? Joel, played by Jim Carrey 
in his true dramatic breakthrough, 
bumps into Clementine (Kate 
Winslet) and somehow finds him- 
self in her apartment, and it looks 
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From the bamboo grove to 
w(h)ine coun 


























like the beginning 
of a doomed rela- 
tionship. Or is it 
the end? It seems 
people are playing 
games with their 
memories, and not 
just the filmmak- 
ers. Like the work 
of Philip K. Dick, 
the film, which 
Gondry wrote with 
Charlie Kaufman, 
taps into the suspi- 
cion that the 
world is a figment 
manipulated by 
evil powers. It also 
bolsters the hope 
that memory, identity, and love can 
withstand those powers, not to 
mention their own inclination to 
self-destruction. 


5) SIDEWAYS 
Paul Giamatti may end up getting 
typecast as a beleaguered writer 
frustrated and inspired by the com- 
monplace catastrophes of his life, 
but it’s a type whose time has come. 
And Alexander Payne has perfected 
his own genre of the absurdities of 
everyday life. With the equally bril- 
liant Thomas Haden Church as his 
sad-sack pig of sidekick, Giamatti 
discovers that in vino there might 
not be a lot of veritas but there is 
some of the funniest and 
truest dialogue you'll find 
in any movie this year. A 
no-frills tour of the wine 
and the whine region, 
this investigation into the 
nature of male bonding 
and delusion and the re- 
ality principle of female 
companionship adds one 
more varietal to a vintage 
year in film. 


6) BEFORE SUNSET 
Last year, Richard Lin- 
klater demonstrated his 
genius for genre with 
School of Rock. This year, 
he returned to a tale he 
began 10 years ago and 
proved that he is one of 
the most understated and 
talented forces in inde- 
pendent filmmaking. 


6) Before Sunset 


5) Sideways 





try 








7) KINSEY 

“What organ in the human body 
can expand its size 100 times?” Dr. 
Alfred Kinsey asks an embarrassed 
co-ed in his Marriage Class at Indi- 
ana University in the 1930s. She in- 
dignantly refuses to answer. “I’m 
talking about the iris of your eye,” 
he says, then cuts to a slide of an 
erect penis entering a vagina that 
gives the lecture hall, and the movie 
audience, an eyeful. Bill Condon 
transforms bio-pic convention into 
an eye-opening treatise on the 
virtues of tolerance and human di- 
versity, not least of all that of its 
subject. True, for a film about sex, 
Kinsey isn’t very erotic, but Liam 



























8) Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 





Neeson as Kinsey is terrific, and be 
sure to stay after the credits for the 
footage of porcupines mating. 


8) THE AVIATOR 

Martin Scorsese’s version might not 
reveal much new about the great 
and strange Howard Hughes, but 
like his underrated Kundun, it un- 
cannily re-creates the phenomenon 
of an individual experience. Leonar- 
do DiCaprio seems at first too cal- 
low for the part, but he grows into it 
and confirms his early promise as a 
great actor. Through his eyes, the 
conflicts and the power of Holly- 
wood and Washington in the ’30s 
and ’40s seem a phatasmagoria akin 





to Sky Captain and the World of To- 
morrow but with all the wonder and 
the terror intact. Not least wondrous 
is Cate Blanchett, who as Katharine 

Hepburn elevates note-perfect mim- 
icry into genuine incarnation. 


2 HARRY POTTER AND 
THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN 
Replacing Chris Columbus, who 
helmed the first two installments, 
Mexican director Alfonso Cuarén 
shows us a Harry Potter at child- 
hood’s end and facing emotional and 
physical changes that are much 
scarier than Lord You-Know-Who. It’s 
enough to make you wish he could 
get hold of Hermione’s time turner 
and re-direct the first two. 


10) OPEN WATER 
Some have described Chris 
Kentis’s excruciating exis- 
tential thriller as “The Blair 
Witch Project meets Jaws.” I 
prefer “Jaws meets Waiting 
for Godot.” A workaholic 
couple seek a break, so they 
join like-minded yuppies to 
scuba-dive in the life aquat- 
ic. Entranced by the deep, 
they overstay their allotted 
time and are stranded. This 
$300,000 DVD-shot indie 
demonstrates the fragile 
barrier between the daily 
grind and the inhuman 
forces that would grind us 
up for real. It also cele- 
brates a primal bond that 
almost vindicates the power 
of love. 

— Peter Keough 












Life is but a dream 


Steve Zissou shares the rapture of the deep 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


kkk 
The Life Aquatic 
with Steve Zissou 


Directed by Wes Anderson. Written by Wes 
Anderson and Noah Baumbach. With Bill 
Murray, Owen Wilson, Cate Blanchett, 
Willem Dafoe, Anjelica Huston, Jeff 
Goldblum, Michael Gambon, Seu Jorge, 
and Seymour Cassel. A Touchstone 
Pictures release (118 minutes). At the 
Boston Common, the Fenway, the Kendall 
Square, the Chestnut Hill and the 
Embassy and in the suburbs. 


es Anderson has cut all con- 
tact with the world as we 
know it, and not a moment 


too soon. At a time when bio-pics 
and documentaries dominate the 
screen, at least one filmmaker re- 
mains in touch with the notion that 
movies can be a waking dream. (Not 
a nightmare, which is David Lynch’s 
department.) And after all, it’s 
Christmas, dammit. We need an es- 
cape, if only to the playful depths of 
a determinedly gentle subconscious. 
In its subtle violations of the laws 
of physics and logic, its abrupt 
close-ups of surreal details, its fu- 
sion of elements of fear and desire, 
The Life Aquatic blithely imitates 
many of the mechanics of dream- 
ing. Like dreams, too, it confronts 
the anxieties of mortality and of 
unfulfilled, and fulfilled, desire. But 
as an added bonus, this is a shared 
dream, “with” and not “of” Steve 
Zissou, a team effort and experi- 
ence, much like the cinema itself. 
And if there was any doubt about 
the artifice, the film opens with a 
proscenium, a curtain rising, and a 
screening of The Life Aquatic with 
Steve Zissou. It’s “Adventure No. 12: 
‘The Jaguar Shark’ (Part One),” and 
the somewhat crapulous Jacques 
Cousteau figure of Zissou (Bill Mur- 
ray, taking it up a notch after Lost in 
Translation) introduces the crew of 
his oceanographic vessel the Bela- 
fonte: Klaus Daimler (Willem 
Dafoe), the ship’s engineer and a 
co-dependent adorer of Steve; 
Eleanor Zissou (Anjelica Huston), 
Steve’s Olympian wife and the 
brains behind the operation; Pelé 
des Santos (Seu Jorge), safety ex- 
pert and performer of the bossa 
nova versions of the David Bowie 
songs that make up much of the 
film’s soundtrack; and Esteban du 
Plantier (Seymour Cassel), chief 
diver and Steve’s oldest colleague. 
“Adventure No. 12” ends when 
Esteban gets eaten by a mythic 
“Jaguar Shark,” whereupon the 
lights come up and Zissou faces the 
less than overwhelmed audience 
that remains. In truth, his work is 
more along the lines of Spinal Tap 
than the standard documentary, a 
fact he seems unaware of. (“Why 
are they laughing?” he asks.) A 
young man in a silly uniform 
(Owen Wilson) asks him what’s 
next. Steve replies that he plans to 
hunt down the shark that ate his 
friend and kill it, “perhaps with dy- 
namite.” 


This Melvillean task is complicat- 
ed by another primal issue; the per- 
son who asked is Ned Plimpton, and 
he might be Steve’s son from a liai- 
son three decades before. Issues of 


future revenge and past responsibili- 


ties aside, there are material prob- 
lems troubling Zissou’s waters. Slick 
rival Alistair Hennessy (Jeff Gold- 
blum), who’s also Eleanor’s former 
spouse, has drained all the grant 
money, and the team seems left high 
and dry for funding for “Part Two” of 
“Adventure No. 12.” Ned, however, 
has a serendipitous hefty inheri- 
tance, and he’s promptly enlisted as 
co-investor and crew member. The 
arrival of journalist Jane Winslett- 
Richardson (Cate Blanchett) to write 
an article on Steve raises the hope of 
renewed publicity; pregnant and 
mateless, Jane brings her own prob- 
lems and possibilities. The Belafonte 
is under way, bearing some heavy 
emotional and thematic cargo. 

Few directors could sustain such 
a load with the grace, wit, and 
spontaneity of Anderson. Weird non 
sequiturs, brilliant bons mots, and 
bizarre flora and fauna buoy the 
narrative, as does Anderson’s tone 
of high-spirited but grave playful- 
ness. To create such imaginary 
aquatic life as “Sugar Crabs,” the 
“Rat Tail Envelope Fish” and the 
Jaguar Shark itself, Anderson 
turned to old fashioned “stop-ac- 
tion” animation rather than CGI, 
employing the same techniques 
Georges Méliés used in Le voyage 
dans la lune arid evoking the same 
wonder. His sets, too, establish a 
feeling of enclosure against the 
wild, an air of adventure mixed 
with security. Zissou’s home base of 
Pescespada Island, his Buster 
Keatonish Belafonte, and his yellow 
submarine the Deep Search consti- 
tute a Neverland with submersibles. 

As the grizzled Peter Pan, Murray 
puts in his most understated and 
complex performance; he’s by turns 
pathetic, obnoxious, and scintillat- 
ing. He’s the best person to share 
this Life with, its moments of magic 
and weirdness and occasional nau- 
sea. Maybe the defining image in 
the film is Steve holding up above 
the fray a champagne glass contain- 
ing a tiny, multi-colored “Crayon 
Pony-Fish,” a figment of the imagi- 
nation, and therefore fragile and 
precious. ® 






















THE LIFE CONJOINED: Bill Murray and Anjelica H 








ing movies is a snap compared with being married. 


The life cinematic 
with Wes Anderson 


NEW YORK — “I find failure more interesting, more 
appealing than success.” So says Wes Anderson, direc- 
tor and co-writer of The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou, 
at a press junket for the film at a Lower Manhattan 
hotel. It’s a surprising sentiment coming from a film 
maker who’s rocketed to success, with ever escalating 
budgets (from the shoestring Bottle Rocket to the $50 
million Life Aquatic), and has a repertory company of 
A-list actors willing to work for him for peanuts in film 
after film. 

Life Aquatic is the story of an Jacques Cousteau-like 
oceanographer who, Anderson points out, is “just a 
filmmaker” like himself but one who, at midlife, feels 
washed up and directionless. The film, both forward- 
and backward-looking, recalls 8-1/2. “We're big Fellini 
fans,” says co-writer Noah Baumbach, acknowledging 
the reference. 

But Anderson, who's just 35 and has just four films 
under his belt, is not Steve Zissou. Neither is Bill Mur- 
ray, though Anderson had him in mind for the role back 
when the actor starred in his 1998 film Rushmore. An- 
derson, like Sofia Coppola in last year’s Lost in Trans/a- 
tion, seems to have tapped into Murray at a midlife-cri- 
sis moment. 

Actually, Murray says, he’s already experienced that 
moment. “! thought about this a few years ago, like, 
‘Well, do | want to be like a big movie star?’ And | did- 
n't. | decided | wanted to live my life, and at the same 
time I'd take 
these jobs where 
you don’t neces- 
sarily get paid a 





INSPIRATION: Bill Murray 
and Cate Blanchett are 
"among the A-list actors who lot of money but 
are Wes Anderson fans. you work with 

atte people that are 
~ good and you do 
what you want to 
do. | figured, ‘You 
know, maybe one 
of these is going 
to hit one day, 
and I'll get what- 
ever | need in 
terms of being 
noticed.’ And 
damned if this 


uston seem to suggest that exploring 





the deep and mak- 






last movie [Lost in Translation] didn’t really do that. | 


like working that way. | don’t like to feel the pressure 
of having to be the biggest star in the world. | don’t 
want to feel desperate. | don’t wanna be a guy in a bar 
drinking and going, ‘Where the hell am | gonna go?’ It’s 
okay. I've had a great run.” He adds, “And if | even 
changed careers, that would be an adventure too,” cit- 
ing a lifelong desire to write plays. 

Anderson is like Zissou in his ability to inspire a 
camp of followers, actors, and other talented folk 
who'll work with him again and again, no matter how 
bizarre the adventure. “| have a lot of faith in him,” 
Murray says. “We've become friends. | don’t need a lot 
of explanation for things, and if | feel | need something 
explained, | ask. The rehearsal on this movie was we 
went on a boat from Anzio to Ponza, and he just read 
the script to me. And | sat there, sunbathing. It was 
kind of like a fairy tale, kind of like a night-night bed- 
time story. We didn’t even finish the script. When | got 
there, | just felt like, ‘Ah, that’s enough.’ ” 

“We all like to be recognized. And we all like to be 
appreciated,” says Anjelica Huston, who’s on her sec- 
ond Anderson movie (after starring in The Royal Tenen- 
baums, she plays Eleanor Zissou, Steve’s estranged 
wife and the reputed brains behind his operation). 
“Once you realize you’re somebody's taste, you work all 
the harder for them. | think at this point I’d do practi- 
cally anything for Wes. |’d walk the plank for Wes.” 

She notes similarities in certain strong-willed direc- 
tors, from Anderson back to her father, John Huston. 
“They don’t really consort. The great directors that I've 
known always stand a little apart from their casts. Wes 
is somebody who likes to get in there, he’s a social guy, 
but he takes his time, and he’s incredibly well pre- 
pared. He also has a very definite idea of what he 
wants.” 

Owen Wilson, a regular co-writer and actor in Ander- 
son's films who here plays Steve’s son, Ned, says that 
he often improvises in other director’s films but not An- 
derson's: “Wes is pretty focused on getting it exactly 
how he wants it.” Murray too is an inveterate ad-libber, 
but he says, “It’s nice to have a script that’s so well 
written that | don’t have to improvise. | used to have to 
rewrite whole movies.” 

Anderson is similarly demanding of his audience, 
says stop-motion animator Henry Selick, who created 
the film’s fanciful sea creatures. “He was fine if peo- 
ple knew they weren’t real, but he wanted people to 
desire that they be real. He wants his audience to 
work a little, to participate, to make something come 
to life.” 

— Gary Susman 
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Fly-by knight 


Howard Hughes makes a ruling-class hero in The Aviator 


BY PETER KEQUGH 


Kk 1/2 
The Aviator 
Directed by Martin Scorsese. Written by 


John Logan. With Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Cate Blanchett, Kate Beckinsale, John C. 


Reilly, Alec Baldwin, Alan Alda, Jude Law, 


Matt Ross, Adam Scott, Gwen Stefani, 
lan Holm, Danny Huston, and Kelli 
Garner. A Miramax Pictures release (169 
minutes). At the Boston Common, the 
Fenway, the Harvard Square, and the 
Circle and in the suburbs. 


artin Scorsese doesn’t make 

bio-pics that often, but he 

isn’t shy about whom he 
chooses. Jesus Christ, the Dalai 
Lama (a/k/a the Buddha), boxing 
chump Jake LaMotta, Mafioso tell- 
all Henry Hill, and now entrepre- 
neurial overreacher Howard Hughes 
have served as his subjects, and in a 
sense, each has presented the same 
story told in the same style. 

It’s the universal tale of the indi- 
vidual isolated in and doomed by 
time, driven to recognize or forge a 
destiny and tempted by compro- 
mise, learning in the end, or the be- 
ginning, that all is illusory. In style, 
these films are so subjective as to 
seem superficial. In the case of The 
Aviator, Scorsese renders the pass- 
ing people, labors, loves, triumphs, 


defeats, and madness of Hughes’s 
life into a spectacle viewed, as in 
one of the film’s final images, by the 
bewildered hero alone in the dark- 
ness of his private screening room. 

The film’s opening is perhaps 
more ambiguous and haunting. Like 
the recent Ray, The Aviator starts 
with a recurring flashback to Hugh- 
es’s childhood, though unlike the 
one in Ray, it’s never neatly re- 
solved. In a Rembrandt-like com- 
position, Howard’s young mother 
tenderly, almost lasciviously, 
bathes her boy, who stands up- 
right, burnished in the dusk light, 
in a big golden basin. She tells him 
of the epidemic raging outside and 
warns him about germs. 

So do we need any further in- 
sight into why Hughes was driven 
to make the world’s greatest movies 
and the world’s fastest planes and 
become the world’s richest man? 
Why he ended up muttering “the 
wave of the future” over and over in 
his shuttered office while peeing 
into rows of empty milk bottles? 
There aren’t very many other clues 
to grab onto for the viewer, any- 
more than, I’d guess, there were for 
Hughes himself. 

Those who fail to glean elucida- 
tion into Hughes’s mystery from the 
details of Scorsese’s fluidly elliptical 
narrative won't be reassured by the 
presence of Leonardo DiCaprio. Will 


the boy ever grow up? 
He’s just turned 30 and 
he still looks like the 
punk in This Boy’s Life. 
And anyone who’s heard 
Hughes speak, as he 
does in newsreels of his 
1947 testimony before 
Congress (which is re- 
created in The Aviator), 
will observe that Di- 
Caprio’s voice is about 
two octaves higher. 





The funny thing is that COME FLY WITH ME: Leonardo DiCaprio proposes to get Kate Beckinsale airborne. 


long before he grows his 
moustache, never mind 

his toenails, DiCaprio grows into 
the part. Maybe his callow brash- 
ness is necessary to overcome our 
last images of Hughes before his 


death in 1976, the harrowing, loony 


wraith bedeviled by infinite obses- 
sions and compulsions and pos- 
sessed of the infinite funds needed 
to pay for them. Instead, DiCaprio 
calls to mind Hughes as the world 
first knew him, the wunderkind and 
pioneer. 

Before there was Spielberg, there 
was Hughes, spending three years 
to make his World War I flying-ace 
extravaganza Hell’s Angels (1930), a 
production involving hundreds of 
whirling biplanes and zeppelins. Re- 
created in The Aviator, the produc- 
tion evokes the technological won- 
der of the era suggested by Sky 
Captain and the World of Tomorrow. 
He flew around the world in record- 
breaking time, gave flying lessons to 


Katharine Hepburn (Cate Blanchett, 
transcending mimicry), and bought 
TWA. All before he was 35. 

Orson Welles would spot a come- 
uppance on the way, a missing Rose- 
bud to account for. But Scorsese 
and DiCaprio never go far beyond 
the unformed child in the basin 
with his uncomfortably Oedipal 
dreams. That first image is reflected 
in Hughes’s many relationships. 
(Scorsese touches on just a few, and 
none of those with men.) Blan- 
chett’s Hepburn and Kate Beckin- 
sale’s Ava Gardner are headstrong 
and fiercely independent (Gardner’s 
cracking Hughes on the head with 
an ashtray might be the film’s most 
violent image), but they rally at 
once to their manchild when, 
Icarus-like, he starts to fall. And fall 
he does, twice, one crash almost 
comic, the other horrific and near- 
fatal. Then comes the worst fall of 


all, into madness. In the film’s most 
touching moments, Hepburn and 
Gardner comfort him and give him 
strength to emerge, temporarily, 
into sanity again. 

Because Hughes still had work to 
finish. His breakdown coincided 
with that congressional appearance, 
when he was called to testify before 
Senator Owen Brewster (Alan 
Alda), a functionary of Juan Trippe 
(Alec Baldwin), head of TWA’s cor- 
porate rival Pan Am. The way 
Hughes pulls himself together to 
rout his foes is as rousing as any- 
thing in Raging Bull. He was actual- 


‘ly a good guy, Howard Hughes. He 


fought against corporate monopoly 
and against censorship. (His strug- 
gle to release The Outlaw might 
have gotten more time in the film.) 
And he was also, in his own way, a 
regular joe, dazzled by the glory of 
his life, and by its disastrous end. @ 





The whole cinema 


Jean Luc-Godard’s Notre musique 


BY CHRIS FUJIWARA 


kk kk 
Notre musique/Our Music 


Written and directed by Jean-Luc Godard. With Sarah 
Adler, Nade Dieu, and Jean-Luc Godard. In French 
English, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, and Serbo-Croatian 
with English subtitles. A Wellspring release (80 
minutes). At the Museum of Fine Arts December 29 
ind 30 and January 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 


t the center of Jean-Luc Godard’s latest 


film — at one of its centers, anyway, for 
each of his films is like Pascal’s infinite 
sphere whose center is everywhere — is the 


relationship between a young woman who 
wants to die and an old man who wants to 
tend his garden. The old man is Godard, play- 
ing himself, a guest speaker at the European 
Literary Encounters in Sarajevo. The woman 
is Olga (Nade Dieu), one of two young Israeli 
women attending the conference. 

The actual contact between Godard and 
Olga is brief. Notre musique is filled with a 
rich sense of the temporary: the gathering of 
transient strangers — a Godardian theme at 
least since Le mépris/Contempt — once again 
benefits from Godard’s vivid and adroit treat- 
ment of time and space. The tripartite struc- 
ture of Notre musique makes the musical 





WHY SARAJEVO? “J wanted to see a place where reconciliation 
seemed possible,” says Sarah Adler’s Israeli journalist. 


value of time in Godard’s work more appar- 
ent than usual. The first part, “Hell,” con- 
denses time into a cluster of shocks, a succes- 
sion of bursts of non-narrative imagery of 
death and war. The slow tracking shots of 
the third part, “Paradise,” give it a calm, 
smooth lyricism. In the second, longest sec- 
tion, “Purgatory,” Godard offers a thoughtful 
redistribution of time across the spaces of 
Sarajevo. 
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Why Sarajevo? “I wanted to see a place 
where reconciliation seemed possible,” says Ju- 
dith (Sarah Adler), an Israeli journalist, ex- 
plaining why she has come to the conference. 
A spirit of reconciliation dominates “Purgato- 
ry.” Godard devotes a long passage to the fa- 
mous Stari Most (“old bridge”) of Mostar in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, less in bitterness over the 
bridge’s destruction by 
Croatian artillery in 
1993 than in hope over 
the symbolism of the on- 
going effort to rebuild it. 

Godard, himself in 
search of reconciliation 
in this film (which is 
neither his most lyrical 
nor his harshest), 
knows that the first 
stage in the quest is to 
acknowledge duality. 
(In this sense he’s un- 
like, he claims, the 
Howard Hawks of His 
Girl Friday, who’s “inca- 
pable of seeing the dif- 
ference between a man 
and a woman.”) For 
Godard, it’s necessary 
to go beyond the 
image, a concern that 
has occupied him 
throughout his life, as when he wrote, even 
before he made A bout de souffle/Breathless, 
“Nothing but the cinema may not be the 
whole cinema.” In Notre musique, Godard 
starts by opposing the image to the text. 
(This is the theme of his intervention at the 
conference.) Then, other oppositions circu- 
late: fiction/documentary, certainty/uncer- 
tainty, imaginary/real, Israel/Palestine. The 
cinema is not the place where differences are 





suppressed in the name of an imaginary to- 
tality but the place where the terms of each 
opposition are allowed to stand out against 
each other. 

Yet in the “Hell” section, Godard seems to 
erase any distinction between documentary 
and fiction as sources of his images of battle 
and death. Why? First, of course, to show 
that he is showing the imaginary of war, 
rather than “war itself.” Second, to suggest 
that both documentary and fiction occupy the 
same region of representation, outside which 
there is something else — death — that is not 
shown, whose habitus perhaps is the black- 
ness that intervenes between shots. 

More and more since 1990’s Nouvelle 
vague, the freshness of Godard’s gaze im- 
plies the emotion of someone taking leave 
of an existence that still fascinates him. In 
Notre musique, this pathos finds various ex- 
pressions: the impulse to slow or stop the 
image; a sudden lingering emphasis (as in a 
shot of a waiter serving wine to the confer- 
ence guests); the compositional use of ob- 
structions to evoke the real weight and pres- 
ence of things, together with the distance of 
the observer. In the film’s angled shots of 
Sarajevo, through which a tram is always 
passing, Godard conveys immediacy, famil- 
iarity, and a wintry spirit of renewal; the 
sense of a life force is strong in these shots, 
but their point of view is that of a stranger, 
someone who has passed beyond — like 
Olga in the film’s Chandlerian coda. Coming 
into focus as she approaches the camera, 
then becoming a blur again as she walks 
away, Olga reveals a void at the heart of the 
real, the same void Godard alludes to in his 
aphoristic lecture: “Yes, the image is happi- 
ness. But next to it, nothingness abides.” 
The sharp poignancy of Notre musique 
comes from its sense of this duality. a 
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Averted gays 


The year in review and the best of everything 





sy, 


NO AVERTED GAZE: Johnny Depp’s James Barrie hangs out with Fred- 


ny 
Ty, Ac 


die Highmore’s Peter Llewelyn Davies in Finding Neverland. 


BY GERALD PEARY 


ere’s much too much Jude Law, 
Te how else to characterize the 
cinema of 2004? What about de- 
claring it “The Year of the Bio-Pic Bi- 
sexual Male”? With a new daring for 
Hollywood, audiences were snuck 
into the boudoirs of such homo-curi- 
ous protagonists as Alexander the 
Great and Alfred Kinsey and De-Love- 
ly’s Cole Porter, all of whom, with 
their wives’ knowledge, invited boy 
things between the sheets. 
Any more bisexuals? When you 
consider the biographical subjects of 
other 2004 films, you realize there 


could have been far more AC/DC 
switching on the screen. The Avia- 
tor’s director, Martin Scorsese, was 
too old-school Catholic to explore 
womanizer Howard Hughes’s pro- 
clivity for male lovers, as document- 
ed by the randy billionaire’s biogra- 
phers. Miramax Pictures was surely 
too concerned about red-state box 
office to push the so obvious Freudi- 
an reading of Finding Neverland’s 
James M. Barrie: the married Peter 
Pan author hung out obsessively 
with pre-pubescent boys because — 
why else? — he was attracted to 
them. There’s not a Michael Jackson 
moment in the unbearably chaste, 
boring film. And what about Troy? I 





defer to New Yorker film critic David 
Denby, who is a Great Books scholar 
of the Iliad. According to Denby, 
Brad Pitt’s Achilles should have been 
less a ladies’ man and more — in 
line with Homeric ethos — heels- 
over-head enamored of Garrett Hed- 
lund’s Patroclus. Only then does it 
make sense when Achilles goes ba 
nanas over Patroclus’s death. 

This year proved a shaky time for 
the once invincible House of Harvey. 
Miramax’s bullying boss, Harvey 
Weinstein, was not only sucker- 
punched and embarrassed by Peter 
Biskind’s pungent muckraking tome, 
Down and Dirty Pictures, but he saw 
the Miramax grip on key indie film- 
makers seriously challenged, espe- 
cially by Fox Searchlight Films. “Har- 
vey Scissorshand” has regarded most 
Miramax directors as work-for-hire 
underlings, often re-editing their 
work himself, and in a manipulative, 
sentimental way. Fox Searchlight is 
pledged to an anti-Weinstein and 
very un-Hollywood policy, allowing 
its filmmakers not only leeway with 
script and casting but complete au- 
thority over the final cut. 

Can such enlightenment last for a 
subsidiary of tyrant Rupert Mur- 
doch? For now, Fox Searchlight is 
where Kinsey was made, also 


David O. Russell’s erratic but highly 
original J ¥ Huckabees, and the 
year’s best film, Alexander Payne’s 
Sideways. Credit Fox Searchlight for 
non-interference when, as the leg- 
end goes, Payne actively discouraged 
box-office star George Clooney from 
taking the lead. Clooney gave way to 
Paul Giamatti, whose portrayal of a 
neurotic wine expert is the finest act- 
ing performance of 2004. 

Can a film critic lose his cool? 
Thirty minutes after the excitement 
of the Sideways world premiere at 
the Toronto Film Festival, I entered 
an elevator and 
there was 
Alexander 
Payne. I barely 
know the guy, 
but that didn’t 
stop me from 
surprising him 
with a clumsy 
“thank you” hug. 
I ¥ Sideways! 

The Best Foreign Film? Distant, 
from Turkey’s master director, Nuri 
Bilge Ceylan, in which an alienated 
Istanbul photographer gets a visit 
from his country cousin. It was al- 
most unseen in America. 

The Ten Best Fiction Films of 2004: 
Sideways, Before Sunset, Eternal Sun- 
shine of the Spotless Mind, The Sponge- 
Bob SquarePants Movie, We Don’t Live 
Here Anymore, Distant (Turkey), 
Moolaadé (Senegal), Notre musique 
(France), Blind Shaft (China), Tanner 
on Tanner (Robert Altman TV film). 

And these 10 runners-up: The 
Door in the Floor, Garden State, 
Spider-Man 2, Birth, Collateral, 


FILM 
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Goodbye Dragon Inn, Yossi and Jag- 
ger, The Blind Swordsman: Zatoichi 
(Japan), Noi (Iceland), Feux 
rouges/Red Lights (France). 

Best Documentary (tie): Tarnation 
and The Story of the Weeping Camel 
(Germany-Mongolia). 

The rest of the Ten Best Documen- 
taries: Super Size Me, Metallica: 
Some Kind of Monster, Going Upriver: 
The Long War of John Kerry, The Five 
Obstructions, Power Trip, Girlhood, 
Dig!, Outfoxed. 

And these 10 runners-up: Tying the 
Knot, Touching the Void, The Revolu- 
tion Will Not Be 
Televised, Festi 
val Express, The 
Lost Boys of 
Sudan, Bukow- 
ski: Born into 
This, End of the 
Century: The 
Story of the Ra- 
mones, Flag 
Wars, Word 
Wars, Tom Dowd and the Language of 
Music. 

Best Local Film: Ross McElwee’s 
Bright Leaves. 

Best Director: Alexander Payne, 
Sideways. 

Best Screenplay: Alexander Payne 
and Jim Taylor, Sideways. 

Best Actor: Paul Giamatti, Sideways. 

Best Actress: Hilary Swank, 
Million Dollar Baby. 

Best Supporting Actor: Clive 
Owen, Closer: 

Best Supporting Actress: Sandra 
Oh, Sideways. 

Best Cinematography: Harris Sa- 
vides, Birth. # 





FAT ALBERT 


The popular '70s Saturday-morning cartoon cre- 
ated and voiced by Bill Cosby leaps to the big 
screen. Beckoned by the tears of Doris (Kyla 
Pratt), a melancholy teen who's lost her grandfa- 
ther and not been invited to the big high-school 
party, Fat Albert and his gang of misfits jump 
(from cable reruns) through the TV and into the 
material world. Albert's mission is to find Doris 
some friends, but meanwhile, back in toon land, 
bullies lay siege to the remainder of his crew in 
their junkyard hangout. The running joke, besides 
Albert as a super-sized spectacle in a weight-con- 
scious society, is that the boys are still stuck in 
the '70s. Confrontations with cell phones and the 
Internet, never mind rap music, provide easy 
laughs. As Albert, Kenan Thompson of Saturday 
Night Live is wrapped in gobs of padding, and he 
captures the “Hey, hey, hey,” spirit of the genial 
fat kid with a can-do attitude. Otherwise, the di- 
rection by Joel Zwick (My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding) and the rest of the film, including 
Cosby’s sentimental appearance, is a thin bit of 
nostalgia. (93 minutes) At the Boston Common, 
the Fenway, the Fresh Pond, and the Chestnut 
Hill (tentative) and in the suburbs. 

— Tom Meek 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX 


In this honorable but inferior remake of Robert 
Aldrich’s 1965 survival saga, the desert in which 
the ill-fated plane crashes has been moved from 
the Sahara to the Gobi, but there’s still the oil- 
rig outpost and the marauding nomads. Perhaps 
the biggest change is the role of Frank Towns, 
the airplane captain and de facto leader of the 
marooned party. In the original, he was played 
by Jimmy Stewart with cantankerous righteous- 
ness; here we get (a ripped) Dennis Quaid as a 
worry wart with control issues. It makes for 
greater tension early on, but the B-list actors 
can’t match Aldrich’s ensemble cast, which 
boasted Richard Attenborough, Peter Finch, and 
Ernest Borgnine. Most ill-fitting is Giovanni 
Ribisi as the airplane designer at odds with 
Towns — Hardy Kriiger’s 1965 performance is 
hard to beat. This Phoenix does have its mo- 
ments, though, and the direction by John Moore 





trailers 


LA MALA 
EDUCACION/ 
BAD EDUCATION 


Of the many words of text displayed 
on screen in Pedro Almodévar’s 
newest film, the last to appear (before 
the end credits) is “PASION.” Unfor- 
tunately, passion is one thing this lan- 
guid, meditative study of obsession is 
short on. Film director Enrique (Fele 





HIDING IN LAVATORY STALLS? Best friends and 
fellow drag queens Javier Camara and Gael 


Martinez) receives a surprise visit from Garcia Bernal can’t quite save Almodovar’s mur- 


a man (Gael Garcia Bernal) who 
claims to be Ignacio, a long-lost friend 
from the Catholic school where the 
two spent their nights hiding together in lavato- 
ry stalls from the hot hands of a priest (Daniel 
Giménez-Cacho). Almodovar unravels Ignacio's 
grim story in a tricky manner, with flashbacks 
within flashbacks, and does not disguise his 
debt to Vertigo. Although it's pretty to look at 
and less marred than other recent Almodovar 
efforts by the self-conscious perversity and 
floridity he’s made his trademarks, La mala ed- 
ucacion is something less than a triumphant re- 


(Behind Enemy Lines) is taut and puts the cine- 
matic advances of the past four decades to good 
use. Like the reconstructed plane of the title, it 
takes off, but it doesn’t soar. (112 minutes) At 
the Boston Common, the Fenway, the Fresh 
Pond, and the Chestnut Hill and in the suburbs. 
— Tom Meek 


MEET THE FOCKERS 


As sequels to great comedies go, this had a better 
chance than most of holding its own against the 
original, with the return of the cast and the director 
(Jay Roach) of Meet the Parents and the addition of 


der melodrama. 


turn to form. Enrique is uninteresting, and his 
quest to explore the past through the film he’s 
making comes off as dilettantish. As a result, 
Almodovar's narrative complexity feels like a 
tease, an impression not dispelled by the 
screenplay’s banal third-act turn toward murder 
melodrama. In Spanish with English subtitles. 
(109 minutes) At the Kendall Square, the 
Coolidge Corner and the Embassy. 

— Chris Fujiwara 





Dustin Hoffman and Barbra Streisand as Bernie 
and Roz, the unpresentable parents of hapless Gay- 
lord “Greg” Focker (Ben Stiller). Unfortunately, the 
movie, like its hero, tries too hard to fit a pattern. 
Greg and his fiancée, Pam (Teri Polo), sweat 
over bringing her up-tight parents, Jack (Robert 
De Niro) and Dina (Blythe Danner), down to Flori- 
da to meet their counterparts, and the concern 
proves justified. After some plot turns reminis- 
cent of such disparate films as About Schmidt 
and The In-Laws, Fockers devolves into a reprise 
of the high points of Meet the Parents with minor 
changes. (The disastrous dinner-table scene is re 
played with Greg's preserved foreskin substituting 
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for Jack's mother’s ashes.) Padding the length to 
almost two hours are gratuitous jokes about a leg 
humping dog and Greg’s last name 

The new blood, however, earn their keep 
Hoffman has fun as the latter-day hippie pater 


familias, perhaps more fun than the audience 
But all those embarrassed by similar dads 
forgive him. Streisand is unusually restrained as 
Greg’s adoring mom, a geriatric sex therapist 
(about 10 minutes of cheap laughs there). But 
the hit of the show is Jack's two-year-old grand 
son learning his first word. (114 minutes) At the 
Boston Common, the Fenway, the Fr P 

and the Circle and in the suburbs 


— Peter Keough 


THE PHANTOM 
OF THE OPERA 


Andrew Lloyd Webber’s stage musical has been 
seen by 80 million people, according to a press 
booklet that also tells us Joel Schumacher, the 
director of this screen adaptation, Is a visionary. 
Although derivative of mid-’90s Schumacher 
hooey like Batman Forever, this film Phantom is 
more like a Meat Loaf music video from the 
same period, extended to 143 minutes; it’s only 
as a cockeyed tribute to the most outré and low- 
brow of mid-’90s cinema esthetics that it works 
at all. Emmy Rossum is an impossibly slim 
Christine to Gerard Butler’s bland Phantom in 
this sub-Tim Burton gothic, where the present is 
shot in black-and-white and the past is rendered 
in a palette more appropriate to the sale of 
Valentine's Day items in supermarkets. The film 
is harsh to women who are not 17 years old: Mi- 
randa Richardson is forced to play Madame Giry 
as Isabelle Huppert doing an impression of 
Cloris Leachman in Young Frankenstein; Minnie 
Driver, the opera’s diva and the only member of 
the cast showing any verve, is compared to a 
poodle and a transvestite. It’s a testament to this 
dated movie's fear of aging that when the Phar 
tom's face is revealed, he is only as tragic as a 
middle-aged man with male-pattern baldnes 
and rosacea. (143 minutes) At the Bost 
mon, the Fenway, the Harvard Square, and the 
Chestnut Hill and in the suburbs 

- A.S. Hamrah 











>Listings 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings 
this week are for Friday December 24 
through Thursday December 30. Times 
often change with little notice, so please 
call the theater before heading out. For 
complete film-schedule information, 
check the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http://www.bostonphoenix.com 


de boston 


@ BOSTON COMMON (617-423 
3499), 175 Tremont St 

The Aviator: Sat.-Thurs., noon, 2:30, 
3:40, 7:20, 9:20, 11; and Sat.-Sun., 
12:20 

Fat Albert: Sat.-Thurs., 12:45, 3, 5:30, 
7:50, 10:10, 12:15 a.m 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou: Sat.-Thurs., 10:30 a.m., 
11:30 a.m., 1:10, 2:10, 4:10, 5, 7, 8, 
9:50, 10:50, 12:20 a.m 

Meet the Fockers: Fri., 10:30 a.m., 


12:05, 1, 3:15, 4:30, 6:20, 7:20, 9:05, 
10:10; and Sat.-Thurs., 10:40 a.m., 
12:35, 1:30, 3:20, 4:20, 6:20, 7:30, 


9:10, 10:20, midnight 


The Phantom of the Opera: Fri., 


10:55 a.m., 12:50, 2:25, 4:25, 6:15, 
25; and Sat.-Thurs., 11:10 a.m 

3:30, 6:10 7-10. 10:30: and Mon 

Thurs., 12:20 

Blade: Trinity: Fr 11:05 a.m 

12:10, 2.3 5:20, 6:25, 8:10, 9:15 

and Sat.-Thur 1:40 a.m., 2:50, 5:50, 

8:40, 11:40 

Closer: Fri., 12:40, 3:20, 6:10, 9:10; 

and Sat.-Thurs., 12:55, 3:50, 6:30, 9, 


12:10 a.m 

Finding Neverland: Fri., 1:05, 3:50, 
7, 9:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 11:05, 1:50, 
4:40, 7:05, 9:30, 12:05 a.m 

House of Flying Daggers: Fri., 
11:20 a.m., 2:10, 5, 7:50; and Sat 
Thurs., 10:55 a.m., 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 
10:25 

The Incredibles: Fri., 11:50 a.m., 
2:50, 5:50, 8:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 
10:35 a.m., 1:20, 4, 6:50 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: Fri., 10:30 a.m., 
noon, 1:25, 2:40, 4:05, 5:30, 6:45, 
8:20, 9:30; and Sat.-Thurs., 10:50 a.m., 
11:50 a.m., 1:40, 2:40, 4:30, 5:40, 
7:40, 8:30, 10:40, 11:30 

National Treasure: Fri., 12:20, 3:40, 
7:20; and Sat.-Thurs., 12:25, 3:35, 
6:40, 9:40 

Ocean’s Twelve: Fri., 10:35 a.m., 
12:30, 1:40, 3:30, 4:40, 6:20, 7:40, 
9:20; and Sat.-Thurs., 12:10, 3:10, 6, 
8:50, 10, 11:50 

Sideways: Fri., 11:10 a.m., 3, 6, 9; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 11:20 a.m., 2:20, 5:20, 
8:20, 11:20 

Spanglish: Fri., 10:40 a.m., 
11:40 a.m., 1:45, 3:10, 4:50, 6:30, 8; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 11 a.m., 2, 5:10, 8:10, 
11:10 

Flight of the Phoenix: Fri., 
10:50 a.m., 1:35, 4:20, 7:10, 10 


@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300), 
100 Huntington Ave 

Darkness: Sat.-Thurs., 11:55 a.m., 
2:25, 5:10, 7:30, 10:30 

Alexander: 11:10 a.m., 2:40, 6:10; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 9:45 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 10:45 a.m., 1:10, 4, 6:40; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 9:20 

Christmas with the Kranks: 12:30, 
2:50, 5:30; and Fri., 7:45; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 8, 10:20 

Kinsey: 12:15, 3:15, 6; 
Thurs., 8:30, 11:05 

Un long dimanche de fiangailles/ 
A Very Long Engagement: 
10:30 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 1:30, 3:40, 5, 
7:10; and Sat.-Thurs., 7:50, 10, 10:40 
The Polar Express: 12:50, 3:30, 
6:30; and Fri., noon, 2:30, 5:10, 7:30; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 8:50, 11:10 

Ray: 11:40 a.m., 3; and Fri., 6:15; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 6:20, 9:35 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 4:20, 6:50; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 9:05, 11 

I ¥ Huckabees: Fri., 11 a.m., 1:50, 
4:50, 8:10 


and Sat 


@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 Brook- 
line Ave 

The Aviator: Sat.-Thurs., 11:15 a.m., 3, 
7, 10:45 

Fat Albert: 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 
9:45 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
12:30, 3:40, 7, 9:50 

Meet the Fockers: Fri., 12:45, 3:45, 7, 
9:45; and Sat.-Thurs., 11:20 a.m., 2:10, 
5, 7:45, 10:40 

The Phantom of the Opera: Fri., 
noon, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; and Sat.-Thurs., 
noon, 3:20, 6:45, 10 

Blade: Trinity: Fri., 12:30, 3:20, 6:35, 
7:20, 9:10, 10; and Sat.-Thurs., 1:50 
4:25, 7:10, 9:55 
Closer: Fri., 12:40, 3:30, 6:20, 9; and 


Sat.-Thurs., 12:50, 4, 6:50, 9:30 
Finding Neverland: Fri., 1:15, 4:10, 
6:45, 9:20; and Sat.-Thurs., 12:15, 2:45, 
5:20, 8:10, 10:50 

Flight of the Phoenix: Fri., 12:20, 
3:10, 7:10, 9:55; and Sat.-Thurs., 12:20, 
4:15, 8:15, 11 

The Incredibles: Fri., 1, 4, 7:30, 
10:15; and Sat.-Thurs., 11 a.m., 2, 5:10 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: Fri., 11:30 a.m., 2, 
4:30, 7:25, 10:05; and Sat.-Thurs., 
11 a.m., 1:45, 4:40, 7:35, 10:25 
National Treasure: Fri., 11:50 a.m., 
2:50, 6:40, 9:40; and Sat.-Thurs., 8, 11 
Ocean’s Twelve: Fri., 1:10, 4:15, 7:15, 
10:10; and Sat.-Thurs., 1, 4:10, 7:15, 
10:15 

The Polar Express: Fri., 11:30 a.m., 2, 
4:25; and Sat.-Thurs., 11:30 a.m 
Spanglish: Fri., 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; 





cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brat- 
tle St., Harvard Sq 

La dolce vita: Sat., 1; and Sat.-Tues., 
4:30, 8 

Il gattopardo/The Leopard: Sun., 
4:30, 8 

Stooge-O-Rama: Sun.-Thurs., 2 

The Fellowship of the Ring: Wed., 
4:30, 8 

The Two Towers: Thurs., 4:30, 8 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661- 
2900), 168 Alewife Brook Parkway 
Darkness: Sat.-Thurs., noon, 2:45, 
5:35, 8:10, 10:45 

Fat Albert: Sat.-Thurs., 10:45 a.m., 
1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:30 

Meet the Fockers: 10:30 a.m., 
11:45 a.m., 1:15, 2:30, 4, 5:15; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 7:15, 8:30, 10:10 

Blade: Trinity: Fri., noon, 2:50, 5:30, 
8:05; and Sat.-Thurs., 6:45, 9:45 
Flight of the Phoenix: Fri., 
10:45 a.m., 1:30, 4:15, 7; and Sat.- 


THE GARLAND FAMILY II: Judy with Leon Ames, Lucille Bremer, and Mary Astor in Meet 





** 


Me in St. Louis, Thursday at the South Boston Branch Library. 


and Sat.-Thurs., 12:40, 3:50, 7:20, 10:20 
Alexander: Fri., 8 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Fri., 11:30 a.m., 2:15, 5:15 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni The- 
atre (617-723-2500), Science Park, 
Boston. Tickets $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3- 
11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors. 
Adrenaline Rush: The Science of 
Risk 

Forces of Nature 

Jane Goodall’s Wild Chim- 
panzees 

Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 
West 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Si- 
mons IMAX Theatre ‘866-815-IMAX), 
Central Wharf, Boston. Tickets $12, $10 
for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Bugs! In 3D 

Cirque de Soleil 

Galapagos 

Ghosts of the Abyss 

The Matrix Reloaded 

Ocean Wonderland 





brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), 
Rte. 9 and Hammond St 

Please call for complete bookings and 
remaining times 

The Phantom of the Opera: Fri., 
1:30, 4:30, 7:40 

Christmas with the Kranks: Fri., 
noon, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05 

Flight of the Phoenix: Fri., 
11:40 a.m., 2:15, 4:50, 7:30 

The Incredibles: Fri., 11:45 am., 
2:25, 5:15;8 

National Treasure: Fri., 1:15, 4:10, 7 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-4040), 
Cleveland Circle 

Please call for times 

The Aviator 

Meet the Fockers 

Blade: Trinity 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Polar Express 

Spanglish 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734 
2500), 290 Harvard St 

La mala educacién/Bad Educa- 
tion: 2, 4:45, 7:25; and Fri.-Sun., 
11:30 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 10 

Paper Clips: 2, 4; and Fri.-Wed., 6; 
and Sat.-Sun., noon; and Sat.-Wed., 8 
Sideways: 1:30, 4:30, 7:10; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:45 

Tarnation: Sat.-Thurs., 9:45 


Thurs., 1, 3:45, 6:30, 9 

The Incredibles: 11:30 a.m., 2:15, 5; 
and Fri., 7:50 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: Fri., 11:15 a.m., 
1:45, 4:45; and Fri., 7:35; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 7:30, 10:20 

National Treasure: Fri., 12:45, 3:45, 
6:45; and Sat.-Thurs., 7:45, 10:30 
Ocean’s Twelve: 12:20, 3:10, 6:15; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 9:15 

The Polar Express: 11 a.m., 2, 4:30 
Christmas with the Kranks: Fri., 1, 
3:30, 5:55, 8:15 

Ray: Fri., 8:50 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864- 
4580), 10 Church St. 

The Aviator: Sat.-Thurs., 10:30 a.m., 
2:10, 6, 9:45 

The Phantom of the Opera: 
11 a.m., 2:30; and Fri., 6:10, 9:20; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 6:40, 10, 12:45 a.m. 
Closer: Fri., 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 7:40, 
10:30; and Sat.-Thurs., 10:45 a.m., 
1:15, 4, 7, 9:30; and Sun.-Thurs., 11:50 
Spanglish: Fri., 12:20, 3:40, 7, 10; 
and Sat.-Thurs., 11:30 a.m., 2:50, 6:20, 
9:10, 11:45 

Finding Neverland: Fri., 10:50 a.m., 
1:10, 4:30, 7:20, 10:15 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 
Sat., midnight 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
(617-499-1996), One Kendall Sq. 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou: Sat.-Thurs., 11:45, 1:30, 2:25, 
4:15, 5:05, 7, 8:10, 9:40 

La mala educacién/Bad Educa- 
tion: 1:40, 3:55, 4:55, 7:25, 9:20; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 11:20 a.m., 9:55 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: 1:05, 3:50; and 
Fri.-Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 6:40; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:30 

House of Flying Daggers: 1:15, 
1:50, 4:30, 6:35, 7:10, 9:45; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 11:05 a.m. 

Kinsey: 2, 4:35, 7:15; and Sat.-Thurs., 
11:25 a.m., 9:50 

Sideways: 1:20, 2:15, 4:05, 5:05, 
6:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 11:10 a.m., 8, 
9:35 

Mar adentro/The Sea Inside: Fri., 
1:05, 3:45, 6:45 

On the Waterfront: Fri., 
75 


2, 4:40, 





suburbs 


@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648- 
4340), 204 Mass. Ave ' 
Being Julia: 5:50, 7:55; and Fri., 
11:30 a.m., 1:40, 3:45; and Sat.-Thurs., 
10:05 
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Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: Fri., 11:20 a.m., 1:25, 3:30, 5:35, 
7:45; and Sat.-Thurs., 5:25, 7:35, 9:45 
Christmas with the Kranks: Sat.- 
Thurs., 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50; 
and Sun.-Thurs., 11:15 a.m. 

I ¥ Huckabees: Sat.-Thurs., 1:25, 
3:30, 5:35, 7:45, 9:55; and Sun.-Thurs., 
11:20 a.m. 

Ray: Sat.-Thurs., 3:55, 6:50, 9:40; and 
Sun.-Thurs., 1 

The Rugrats Movie: Sat.-Thurs., 
1:15, 3:20; and Sun.-Thurs., 11:10 a.m. 
Shark Tale: Fri., 5:25, 7:35; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 1:25, 3:25; and Sun.-Thurs., 
11:25 a.m. 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Sat.-Thurs., 1:30, 3:30; and 
Sun.-Thurs., 11:30 a.m. 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
5:40, 7:50; and Fri., 11:25 a.m., 1:30, 
3:35, 5:40, 7:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 10 
Elf: Fri., 11:15 a.m., 1:15, 3:15, 5:15 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind: Fri., 4:55, 7:10 

Friday Night Lights: Fri., 7:15 
Shall We Dance?: 5:25, 7:35 

Sky Captain and the World of To- 
morrow: Fri., noon, 2:45 


@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre 
(781-326-0409), 580 High St 

Kinsey: 4:30; and Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 
2:10; and Sat.-Thurs., 7:10, 9:20; and 
Mon.-Thurs., 11:45 a.m. 

Shark Tale: Fri., Sun.-Thurs., noon 
Sideways: 4:20; and Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 
11:45 a.m., 2; and Sat.-Thurs., 7, 9:20 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326- 
4955), 950 Providence St. 

Please call for times. 

The Aviator 

The Darkness 

Fat Albert 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou 

Meet the Fockers 

Blade: Trinity 

Christmas with the Kranks 

The Incredibles 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Polar Express 

Spanglish 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 
1794 Mass. Ave. 

Kinsey: 1:45, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30 
Sideways: 1:30, 4:10, 7, 9:30 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: noon 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema 
(617-964-6060), 1296 Washington St 
Being Julia: Fri.-Tues., 1, 6:35 


THE GA 
Judy with Bert Lahr, Ray 


Bolger, and Jack Haley in 
The Wizard of Oz, Sunday 





RLAND FAMILY I: 


through Thursday at the Ar- 
lington Regent. 


Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 


torcycle Diaries: Sat.-Tues., 1:20, 
9:05 
Finding Neverland: Sat.-Tues., 1:35, 


4, 6:30, 8:55; and Sun.-Tues., 11 a.m 
Gloomy Sunday: Fri.-Tues., 4:10, 
9:05; and Fri., Sun.-Tues., 10:55 a.m 
Kinsey: Fri.-Tues., 12:40, 3:15, 6:25, 
9; and Sat.-Tues., 1:40, 8:10 

Paper Clips: Fri., 12:10, 2:10, 4:30, 
6:55, 8:55; and Sat.-Tues., 4:15, 6:10; 
and Sun.-Tues., 11:30 a.m. 

Ray: Fri.-Tues., 3:20, 9 

Shall We Dance?: Fri.-Tues., 1:30, 
6:45 

Shark Tale: 
10:50 a.m. 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Sun.-Tues., 11:20 a.m. 

Vera Drake: Fri.-Tues., 4, 6:35 
Beyond the Sea: opens Wednesday; 
please call for times 


Fri., Sun.-Tues., 


@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781- 
286-1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd. 
Please call for times 
The Aviator 
Fat Albert 
The Darkness 
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou 
Meet the Fockers 
The Phantom of the Opera 
Blade: Trinity 
Christmas with the Kranks 
Closer 
| The Flight of the Phoenix 
The Incredibles 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 
National Treasure 
Ocean’s Twelve 
The Polar Express 
Spanglish 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres 
(617-628-7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., As- 
sembly Sq. Mall 

The Aviator: Sat.-Thurs., 11 a.m., 
2:30, 6, 9:30 

Darkness: Sat.-Thurs., 10:30 a.m., 
1:10, 4:05, 6:50, 9:40, 11:55 

Fat Albert: 10:30 a.m., 12:50, 3:10, 
5:45, 8:25, 10:50 

Meet the Fockers: 10:50 a.m., 
12:30, 1:30, 6:10, 7:10; and Fri., 3:20, 
4:15; and Sat.-Thurs., 8:55, 9:50, 
11:20, 12:10 a.m. 

Blade: Trinity: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 5; 
and Fri., 6:45, 7:20; and Sat.-Thurs., 
7:40, 10:30 

Flight of the Phoenix: Fri., 
11:40 a.m., 2:30, 5:30, 8:20; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 11:40 a:m., 2:20, 5:30, 8:10, 
11:05 

The Incredibles: 4:40, 7:20; and Fri., 
10:50 a.m., 1:15; and Sat.-Thurs., 
10:40 a.m., 1:20, 10:10 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:10 a.m., 1:40, 
7:30; and Fri., 4:25; and Sat.-Thurs., 
4:30, 10:20 

National Treasure: Fri., 12:45, 4:05, 
7; and Sat.-Thurs., 6:35, 10 

Ocean’s Twelve: Fri., 11 a.m., 12:15, 
1:50, 3:10, 5:10, 6:20, 7:55; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 12:15, 3:20, 6:20, 9:10, 11:40 
The Polar Express: Fri., 10:50 a.m., 
1, 3:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 10:40 a.m., 1, 
3:45 

Christmas with the Kranks: Fri., 
noon, 3:35, 6:30 

Ray: Fri., 11:20 a.m., 2:50, 6 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617- 
625-5700), 55 Davis Sq. 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: Fri., 12:40, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 5:50, 7:55, 10:05 





Christmas with the Kranks: Sat.- 
Thurs., 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:25; and 
Sun.-Thurs., 1:05 

I ¥ Huckabees: Sat.-Thurs., 2:50, 
5:10, 7:30, 9:45; and Sun.-Thurs., 
12:40 

Ray: Sat.-Thurs., 4, 7, 9; and Sun.- 
Thurs., 1 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Sat.-Thurs., 2:30, 4:10; and 
Sun.-Thurs., 12:50 

Swades: Fri., 2, 5:45; and Sat.-Sun., 3, 
7 

After the Sunset: Fri., 1, 3, 5, 7 
Garden State: Fri., 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 
7:15 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: Fri., 
12:45, 3:10, 5:30, 7:40 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781- 
893-2500), 16 Pine St 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou: Sat.-Thurs., 12:05, 1:40, 4:20, 
7:05, 9:45 

La mala educaci6n/Bad Education: 
1:25, 4:40, 7:10; and Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 
Closer: 2:35, 4:55, 7:15; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:35 

House of Flying Daggers: 1:34, 
4:25, 7; and Sat.-Thurs., 9:40 

The Incredibles: noon; and Fri., 
2:40, 5, 7:20 

Un long Dimanche de fiangailles/ 
A Very Long Engagement: 12:45, 
3:40, 6:35; and Sat.-Thurs., 9:25 
Sideways: 1:15, 4, 6:45; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:30 


®@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 
781-335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 

Weymouth 

The Incredibles: Sat.-Thurs., 4:50, 

7:50 

National Treasure: Sat.-Thurs., 9:20 

The Polar Express: Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 
12:30; and Fri., 2:45, 5; and Sun.- 

rhurs., 2:40 

Sideways: Sat.-Thurs., 4, 6:45, 9:40; 

and Sun.-Thurs., 1:15 


@® WOBURN, Showcase (781-933- 
5330), Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 
Please call for times 

The Aviator 

Fat Albert 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou 

The Phantom of the Opera 
Alexander 

Blade: Trinity 

Christmas with the Kranks 
Closer 

Finding Neverland 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Polar Express 

Sideways 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 





film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Free ad- 
mission. 

— “Werner Herzog: Film Has To Be 
Physical”: Cobra Verde (1987), 
screens Mon., 6. 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617- 
369-3300), 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $9, $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted. 

— “Premiere Engagements”: Comme 
si de rien n’était/As If Nothing 
Had Happened (2003), directed by 
Pierre-Olivier Mornas, screens Sun., 
10:30 a.m.; Wed., 12:30; Thurs., 4:15. 
Notre musique/Our Music (2004), 
directed by Jean-Luc Godard, screens 
Wed., 8; Thurs., 6:15. 

— “Asian Cinevisions”: Men Suddenly 
in Black (2003), directed by Edmond 
Ho-Cheung Pang, screens Sun., 12:45; 
Wed., 6; Thurs., 8:15. 

— “Cinema Tropical”: Lavoura 
acaica/To the Left of the Father 
(2002), directed by Luiz Fernando Car- 
valho, screens Sun., 2:45; Wed., 2:30; 
Thurs., 1. 


@ REGENT THEATRE (781-646- 
4849), 7 Medford St., Arlington. Tickets 
$15, $12 for children 12 and under. 

— Sing-Along Wizard of Oz screens 
Sun., 7; Mon., 2; Tues., 7:30; Wed.- 
Thurs., 2; Thurs., 7:30 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY (617-268-0180), 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston. Free admis- 
sion 

— “Hollywood Holiday Film Series”: 
Meet Me in St. Louis (1944), direct- 
ed by Vincente Minnelli, screens Thurs., 
6. 


@ WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Free admission 

— “Political Film Festival”: Unfinished 
Symphony: Democracy and Dis- 
sent (2001), directed by Bestor Cram, 
screens Thurs., 6:30. 
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*AFTER THE SUNSET (2004). A 
few minutes into this romantic cat-and- 
mouse flick, a master thief (Pierce Bros- 
nan) taunts his FBl-agent pursuer 
(Woody Harrelson) by asking him to re- 
turn a copy of Alfred Hitchcock's To 
Catch a Thief to the video store. Perhaps 
director Brett Ratner shouldn't have 
begun this running gag, because it rais- 
es expectations that his film might be 
charming or inventive. Whereas Hitch- 
cock learned his craft from Weimar Ger- 
many’s best, it seems that Ratner went 
) T&A film school; he structures the 
editing around “establishing shots” of 
Salma Hayek’s cleavage and backside. 
And this too is a mere tease, since 
Hayek and Brosnan are unable to crib 
the subtle sexual calculus of Grace Kelly 
and Cary Grant — Brosnan and Harrel- 
son create more sparks in their one bed 
Aside from a few witty one-lin- 
ers, After the Sunset reincarnates neither 
classical Hollywood's grace nor Hitch- 
cock’s finesse. (100m) Somerville The- 
atre (Friday only), suburbs 

* x*ALEXANDER (2004). How did 
Alexander the Great manage to conquer 
most of the known world before he was 
30? Personality, Oliver Stone 
His Alexander charms snakes 
women, and, ultimately, armies. As 
played by a blond-wigged Colin Farrell, 
he radiates so much charisma that al 
most everyone else in the cast seems to 
be emulating his Irish accent. Alexan- 
der was also groomed for success (and, 
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“You're in for a treat. 
Director James L. Brooks 
doesn’t just write 
comedy, he crafts it. 
Sandler is wonderfully 


appealing...” 


Peter Travers, 


ROLLING STONE 


Spanglish 


A comedy wee a eee all its own. 


LOEWS THEATRES 


**BOSTON COMMON 
175 TREMONT ST. 
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if he were a contemporary man, years 
of psychotherapy) by his parents: the 
brutish, drunken, one-eyed warrior 
king Philip (a scene-stealing Val Kilmer) 
and the scheming, witchy, smothering 
Olympias (Angelina Jolie, the only thes- 
pian in the film who attempts a Greek 
accent). His wife, Roxane (Rosario 
Dawson), is a virtual clone of Jolie’s 
Olympias; nonetheless, he remains clos- 
er to no one than to boyhood wrestling 
partner Hephaistion (Jared Leto, in his 
Jordan Catalano mode). That’s clear 
even though Stone shoots an explicit 
sex scene with Alexander and Roxane 
while limiting Alexander and Hephais- 
tion to. hugs and longing glances. Such 
restraint mars Alexander, which is an 
uncharacteristically timid and tentative 
piece of filmmaking for Stone. For once, 
he doesn’t dazzle with technique but 
keeps his usual acid-trip editing and 
camera work to a minimum. Although 
there are a number of bravura set 
pieces, particularly the two big battle 
scenes, they seem disconnected because 
of the film’s lack of structure. The 
story’s oddly placed flashbacks and 
abrupt jumps back and forth over years 
worth of events give the impression that 
Stone is unsure of where he wants the 
tale to go or what point he wants to 
make. Whoever thought viewers would 
long for the old days when Stone would 
= them over the head? (176m) Copley 
lace, Fenway (Friday only), suburbs 
THE AVIATOR (2004). Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 6. (169m) 
Opens Saturday at the Boston Common, 
the Fenway, the Harvard Square, and the 
Circle and in the suburbs 


B 
* *xBEING JULIA (2004). W. Somer- 
set Maugham’s pleasant, unpretentious- 
ly minor novel of the 1930s British 
stage, Theatre, has been transformed 
into an overwrought, extravagantly 
produced costume drama, with Annette 





>Capsule reviews 


Bening miscast in the title role. Hungar- 
ian filmmaker Istvan Szabo and screen- 
writer Ronald Harwood can't decide 
whether their film is a screwball come 
dy about the backstabbing vanity of ac 
tors (a la the Carole Lombard-starring 
Twentieth Century and To Be or Not To 
Be) or a touching, tender melodrama (a 
Bette Davis vehicle, perhaps) about a 
splendid actress losing herself as she 
fades into her 40s. The tone keeps shift- 
ing, and Bening can’t keep up, especial- 
ly where she’s required to be brittle and 
funny. The story has London leading 
lady Julia Lambert, who’s been married 
forever to the handsome but passionless 
Michael (Jeremy Irons), falling hard, 
against her better judgment, for a 
young American who has little interest 
in serious romance. The distraught 
Julia plots revenge against this woman- 
izer, and that sets up a hideous last act 
in which her devious, neurotic one-up- 
manship is cheered on by the manipula- 
tive filmmakers like Republican dele- 
gates stomping for George W. (105m) 
West Newton, Arlington Capitol 

*1/2 BLADE: TRINITY (2004). 
Vampire hunter Blade (Wesley Snipes) 
faces his toughest adversary yet in this 
third and final installment (here’s hop 
ing) of the series that has yielded dimin 

ishing returns since Stephen Norring 

ton’s 1998 adaptation of Marvel Comics 
Blade became a sleeper hit. Misdirected 
by series scribe David S. Goyer, Blade 

Trinity is Blade versus the media. Or is it 
Blade versus the homeland-securing 
federal government? From the myriad 
threats teased (only to be forgotten) in 
the deceptively promising opening 
scenes emerges a rare instance of wit 

Vampire Danica Talos (Parker Posey, 
preening as she makes fun of her dia- 
logue) leads an expedition to Iraq, 
where she uncovers the ultimate WMD 

Dracula. Savor the moment: “Drake” 
(Dominic Purcell), as he’s called, is no 
more threatening than your average 


THUMBS UP!” 


EBERT & ROEPER 


“ONE OF THE BEST 


FILMS OF THE YEAR. 
Brilliantly acted, ‘Spanglish’ is an Oscar-caliber film; 


funny, warm, touching and very human.” 
Tony Toscano, TALKING PICTURES 
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“Brilliant!” 


Scott Patrick, 
HOLLYWOOD 
ONE ON ONE 


OSHOWCASE CINEMAS 
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RTE. C1 & SQUIRE RD. 
(781) 286-1660 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


club-garbed Eurotrash. Series newcom 
Biel and Ryan Reynolds 
promise a transfusion of new blood to 
the undead undertakings as Abigail the 
archer and wise-ass ex-vampire Hanni- 
bal King, who make up the other two 
thirds of the title trio. Alas, Snipes sleep- 
walks through his role as a “daywalker,” 
and their efforts clot on this Blade 

(105m) Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs 

**xBRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE 
OF REASON (2004). The gang’s all 
back for this Beeban Kidron-directed se- 
quel, in which we find out whether the 
path of true Bridget love can run 
smooth. Renée Zellweger packed on the 
pounds again, and though she finally 
looks healthy, shots of her ass from the 
most unflattering perspectives abound 
and she’s squeezed into clothes that 
would have fit her stick version. Yet in 
spite of obsessing over her physique, 
Bridget once again has Mark (Colin 
Firth) and the dashing but immature 

Variety’s Top 10 


FLICKS for the weekend ending 


IN A FLASH 12/19/04 


Lemony 


ers Jessica 


Snicket’s 
COMPILED 


BY 
DEIRDRE 
FULTON 


Events 


Ocean’s Twelve 
Spanglish 


The Polar Express 
LEGEND 


N Blade: Trinity 
lad 

rave review, . 
a gem; National Treasure 
(> Christmas with 

0) the Kranks 
mixed 

response, 
crap shoot; 


Closer 


The Incredibles 


A Series of Unfortunate 


Flight of the Phoenix 


Daniel (played with relish by Hugh 
Grant) fighting over her, with Daniel 


happily exploiting the problems that 
Bridget and Mark soon run into. Bridget 
makes a fool of herself in all manner of 
social situations, and her insecurities 
eventually sabotage her relationship 
She's an extreme version of all our fears 
about ourselves, and that’s supposed to 
be reassuring — if she can find love, who 
can't? But the character is still a cartoon, 
so real life never enters the picture 
(108m) Copley Place, Somerville Theatre 
Arlington Capitol, suburbs 


C 
@CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
(2004). Arriving like a lump of coal, di 
rector Joe Roth’s Christmas with the 
Kranks shares a central conceit with the 
recent Ben Affleck vehicle Surviving 
Christmas. That is, it’s monumentally 
awful. Based on John Grisham’s 2001 
bestseller Skipping Christmas, which in 
volves a married couple’s vain attempt to 


PHOENIX 
HERALD 
NY TIMES 


~» 
> © 


~A 

oN 
> & 
4 

D> 

AP vy 


>. 
» ry 


& 
») 


a 
® 
4s 


> 
Pa 


“iy D> Me De 


x) 


se 


vy 


x) 


> Te: 
& Bis 


~ 
| 
A 
» 





boycott the holidays, the title 
changed (to avoid just comparison with 
Affleck’s film) to the more homogenized 
one it now bears. This, courtesy of equal 
ly homogeneous screenwriter Chris 
Columbus, who's unable to resist graft 
ing elements from his Home Alone films 
(bumbling burglars, treacle) onto the Gr- 
isham blueprint. If this were a sit-com 
(which it resembles, thanks to the broad, 
directionless performances of leads Tim 
Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis), it would 
face quick cancellation. Skip this Christ 
mas. (94m) Copley Place, Fresh Pond (Fri 
day only), Chestnut Hill, Somerville The 
atre (opens Saturday), Arlington Capit 
(opens Saturday), suburbs 

*CLOSER (2004). People may have 
deemed Jude Law the sexiest man of the 
year, but he’s no match for Clive Owen 
in Mike Nichols’s glib and phony Closer, 


was 


a Carnal Knowledge for an age that no 
longer knows what either of those 
words means. Law’s Dan is the “writer” 


Continued on page 10 
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BEST. Pic I lUBe. 
ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR. 


THE NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW * ROLLING STONE 


believe in love at first sight, you never 

















stop looking. 
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Continued from page 9 

(he pens obits and is a struggling novel- 
ist no less) in a quartet of intercoupling, 
metaphorically schematic stereotypes 
who talk a lot about sex and truth but 
show little comprehension of or interest 
in either. Owen's Larry is the “doctor” (a 
dermatologist! as in “skin deep?”); 
rounding out the team are Julia Roberts 
as Anna, the “photographer” who, in the 
words of Alice, “the stripper” played by 
Natalie Portman (prancing in Victoria’s 
Secret skivvies and the pink wig from 
Ken Russell's Crimes of Passion), makes 
pictures of sad strangers look beautiful 
so we can feel reassured about life. 
Nichols and screenwriter Patrick Marber 
(adapting his own play) try to make 
beautiful faces look like sad strangers to 
reassure us about our sophistication, but 
only Owen brings truth to dialogue like 
“fm a cave man!”, “Have you seen a 
heart? It looks like a fist covered in 
blood!”, and “Thank you for your hon- 
esty. Now fuck off and die.” Nichols tarts 
up the staginess with a breezily 
achronological narrative and motifs in- 
volving aquariums and smoking, but 
Closer is too closed for discomfort. 
(103m) Boston Common, Fenway, Har- 
vard Square, Embassy, suburbs. 

COBRA VERDE (1987). Based on a 
Bruce Chatwin novel, Herzog’s film tells 
the story of a supervisor of a rich planta- 
tion (Klaus Kinski) sent to the kingdom 
of Ouidah to reinforce the black slave 
trade. He is confronted with an insane 
king and corrupt merchants, until he 
stages a coup and takes over, creating 
the kingdom of Kinski. In German with 
English subtitles. (111m) Monday at the 
Boston Public Library. 

** COMME SI DE RIEN N’ETAIT/ 
AS IF NOTHING HAD HAPPENED 
(2003). Instead of on ice rinks and in 
Harvard Yard, this French Love Story 
takes place on the set of a Paris stage. 
Scatty theater director Thomas (Pierre- 
Olivier Mornas, who also wrote and di- 
rected the film), falls for Alix (Alice 
Carel, who resembles a fuller-cheeked 
Sissy Spacek) and casts her as the lead 
role in his play only to learn that she’s 
been diagnosed with a hereditary brain 
tumor. Alix doesn’t know he knows, and 


the film deals less with her disease than 
with the progress of the play and the 
pair’s giddy love for each other. Mornas 
just does sidestep maudlin over-senti- 
mentality; the weepiest scenes take 
place primarily in rehearsal, and art 
and life do tend to blur there toward 
the end. But Alix feels half-drawn; she's 
more a love-object actress than a living- 
dying woman. When she eventually ex- 
plains to Thomas how her father died, 
he responds, “Let’s fuck. Let’s fuck.” In 
the end, the show must go on, and it 
does, almost as if nothing had hap- 
pened. In French with English subtitles. 
(97m) Sunday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day at the Museum of Fine Arts. 


D 

DARKNESS (2002). Anna Paquin 
plays a teenager whose family moves 
into a remote country house that hides 
a terrible secret in this 2002 horror film 
from Jaume Balagueré. With Lena Olin 
and Giancarlo Giannini. (102m) Opens 
Saturday at the Copley Place and the 
Fresh Pond. 

*DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA/ 
THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES 
(2004). Those who remember Ernesto 
“Che” Guevara — who was killed in 
1967 by rightists aided by the CIA — as 
a fierce, uncompromised, Marxist revo- 
lutionary will be mortified by this lol- 
lipop-land bio-pic from Brazilian direc- 
tor Walter Salles (Central do Brasil) 
Fidel Castro’s compatriot is depicted as a 
shy Argentine med student who on a 
post-college 1952 road trip with a bio- 
chemist buddy “learns” that it’s a rotten 
world out there and that poor people 
are neglected. It’s the social conscience 
of a Peace Corps volunteer, not of the 
far-left militant who in Cuba would 
bring down Fulgencio Batista’s govern- 
ment. The middle-class audience Salles 
wants to attract would be scared off by 
any truly radical (and more true-to-life) 
portrayal, so the director gives us a de- 
politicized, picturesque movie with 
“Che” played sweetly by Mexico's art- 
house pin-up, Gael Garcia Bernal (Y tu 
mamd también), and the South America 
traversed by Guevara and Alberto 
Grenado (Rodrigo de la Serna) as a 


topographic diversion. Such beauty! 
And the People? They remain the primi- 
tive Other, Indians without voice wait- 
ing for liberation from our white-guy 
movie heroes. Do you believe young 
“Che” swimming a river to be with his 
leper-colony friends? Then you've been 
smitten by this bogus-to-the-core movie. 
In Spanish with English subtitles. 
(128m) Kendall Square, West Newton. 

**1/2 LA DOLCE VITA (1962). 
Federico Fellini’s film made a big im- 
pression on contemporary audiences 
with its depiction of amoral high life, 
and it made Marcello Mastroianni, at 
36, a star worldwide for his portrayal of 
a journalist who eventually renounces 
his aspirations toward a principled exis- 
tence. The film has 50 good minutes, 
the first 50, setting up the Mastroianni 
character’s discontinuous, women- 
laden life and detailing his bemused 
courtship of an easily distracted Anita 
Ekberg (as in Too Bad She’s Bad, Mas- 
troianni’s the straight man to a woman 
with a very large bust). These early se- 
quences also set up the film’s most strik- 
ing effects, like the way the sci-fi organ 
and woodwinds in Rota’s score accord 
with the play of light on metal and glass 
in the photogenic Roman night. After 
that, we're trapped in two hours of 
near-constant boredom pulled together, 
if at all, only by Mastroianni’s humor 
and his ability to suggest that he’s not 
quite complicit in the film’s predictable 
critique of modernity. In Italian with 
English subtitles. (b&w/176m) Satur- 
day, Monday, and Tuesday at the Brattle 


E 
**x x ELF (2003). This film from John 
Favreau (Swingers) treats its young au- 
dience members with respect and 
makes its older ones feel like children. 
Will Ferrell’s character, Buddy, arrived 
in the North Pole as a baby after he 
crawled one Christmas Eve into Santa’s 
bag at the orphanage his mother sent 
him to before she died. Buddy is raised 
by Papa Elf (Bob Newhart) in Santa’s 
syrupy-sweet workshop; since he does- 
n't have the elfin magic to cut it as a toy 
maker, however, he decides, at age 30, 
to head to New York to find his dad 


(James Caan). But Buddy is, like Fer- 
rell’s best characters, an innocent over- 
grown child, whereas, his dad, a 
Scrooge-ish children’s-book exec, is on 
the Naughty List! Like all great holiday 
movies, Elf is a blend of humor and 
sweetness: when Buddy takes love in- 
terest Jovie (Zooey Deschanel) on a 
date to a crummy diner because he be- 
lieves the place’s “world’s best coffee” 
sign, you laugh and — don't try to deny 
it — get the warm-and-fuzzies. (97m) 
Arlington Capitol (Friday only). 

**x*x*xETERNAL SUNSHINE OF 
THE SPOTLESS MIND (2004). Writ- 
ten by Charlie Kaufman and directed by 
Michel Gondry, this headscratcher 
opens with the ultimate unreliable 
voiceover narrator as Joel (Jim Carrey) 
reflects on why he had a sudden im- 
pulse while on the way to work to race 
over (Carrey’s manic sprint here is the 
only time he breaks into physical come- 
dy in a masterfully repressed perform- 
ance) to the next track to jump on a de- 
parting train to Montauk. There he 
walks the snow-blinded beach and spots 
another wanderer, Clementine (Kate 
Winslet, both irresistible and insuffer- 
able in her best performance), hunched 
in an orange-hooded sweatshirt. It looks 
like the beginning of a bruising, doomed 
relationship between two misfits who 
desperately need each other and will 
never get along. Or is it the end? Later, 
Joel meets another stranger (Elijah 
Wood), an employee of Lacuna, a serv- 
ice that erases the memories of ex 
flames from their estranged lovers. 
Where and when and with whom Lacu- 
na steps in with Joel and Clementine is 
a minor part of Sunshine’s mystery. Like 
the work of Philip K. Dick (comparisons 
between Sunshine and the hapless Dick 
adaptation Paycheck are instructive), the 
film taps into the suspicion that the 
world is a figment manipulated by evil 
and ubiquitous powers. As the lumpen 
Lacuna technicians, distracted by their 
own hills of beans, by munchies, beer, 
and marijuana, or motivated by their 
own lonely and unethical agendas, pur- 
sue a targeted memory that does not 
want to die through a labyrinth of neu- 
rons, the images and transitions become 


disorienting, hilarious, and terrifying. 
More important, the filmmakers don't 
just create a puzzle that begs to be 
solved, they also compose a metaphysi- 
cal poem that delights in the evanes- 
cence of experience and mourns it, a 
poem that ponders the solitude of the 
individual and finds it pitiable and im- 
mense. (110m) Arlington Capitol (Fri- 
day only). 


F 
FAT ALBERT (2004). Tom Meek’s 
review is on page 7. (93m) Opens Sat- 
urday at the Boston Common, the Fen- 


way, the Fresh Pond, and the Chestnut | 


Hill (tentative) and in the suburbs. 
**1/2 FINDING NEVERLAND 
(2004). J.M. Barrie, author most no- 
tably of Peter Pan, decided to take his 
brother’s place when David Barrie died 
in a skating accident at age 13. To 
please his mother, he wore David's 
clothes and spoke like him, and he 
never developed into adolescence. Marc 
Foster’s film refers to none of this; nei- 
ther does it suggest that Barrie’s preoc- 
cupation with children and his dogged 
“innocence” were anything less than 
wholesome. Some viewers are going to 
wonder why strapping Johnny Depp as 
Barrie is abandoned without explana- 
tion by his wife, and why he then hangs 
around the park, hits on the underage 
Llewelyn Davies kids, worms his way 
into the graces of their mom (Kate 
Winslet), and develops their cloyingly 
rendered pirate fantasies into the 1911 
hit that saves his theatrical career. 
Winslet does not bare her breast (a first) 
leaving the eternally young Julie 
Christie to heat up the screen as her dis- 
approving mother. The play is still magi- 
cal: when Peter begs the audience to 
clap if they believe, many in the movie 
audience will. (101m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, West Newton, suburbs. 

FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX (2004). 
Tom Meek’s review is on page 7. (112m) 
Boston Common (Friday only), Copley 
Place (opens Saturday), Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 
**x*xFRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 
(2004). Billy Bob Thornton, he of the 
weird phobias and weirder relation- 


ships, delivers an understated perform- 
ance as the coach of a high-school foot- 
ball team in the kind of rural Texas 
town where the coach has a bigger 
salary than the school principal and talk 
shows devote entire hours to the state 
of the season. Everyone loves the team 
when it’s winning; when it loses, every- 
one complains that the school is too 
concerned with “book learning.” The 
town’s happiness rests on the team’s 
shoulders, and sure enough, it gets to 
the state championship for the climactic 
showdown against a bigger, badder 
outfit. Thornton anchors a large cast of 
young actors including Derek Luke as 
the star running back and Lucas Black 
as the quarterback. Friday Night Lights 
is based on a true story, and director 
Peter Berg (Very Bad Things) uses hand- 
held cameras and jerky jump cuts to 
give the film a documentary feel. You 
don’t learn as much about the boys as 
you might like, but the football se- 
quences have an immediacy that works. 
(105m) Arlington Capitol (Friday only), 
suburbs. 


G 
**GARDEN STATE (2004). First- 
time feature director Zach Braff’s sar- 
donic melodrama follows the odyssey of 
a young man returning home to small- 
town New Jersey to bury his mother 
after a nine-year absence. At first, An- 
drew Largeman (played by Braff, who 
resembles a young John Travolta) seems 
a zombie, unmoved at the funeral and 
distant from his father (an underused 
lan Holm). It turns out he’s been on a 
steady diet of Lithium since the age of 
nine. In LA, his acting career has pro- 
duced one notable role, that of a men- 
tally disabled quarterback in a made-for- 
TV movie; it’s enough to win the respect 
of his former classmates back home and 
the attentions of a troubled waif (a 
bright-eyed Natalie Portman) with 
whom he creates a romantic spark. But 
it's Andrew’s reunion with Mark (Peter 
Sarsgaard, who was so good in Breaking 
Glass), his childhood buddy, that pro- 
vides the key to his redemption. Now a 
gravedigger, Mark escorts his old friend 
into the seamy depths of the New Jersey 
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FROM THE OSCAR WINNING DIRECTOR OF TALK TO HER 
(CANNES FILM FESTIVAL. OFFICIAL SELECTION ) —( NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL * CENTERPIECE SELECTION ) 


“A VOLUPTUOUS EXPERIENCE ™ 


THAT INVITES YOU TO 
GORGE ON ITS BEAUTY 
AND VITALITY.” 


~Stepwen Howwen, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


**A MAGNIFICENT 
MELODRAMA” 


~Ricwaro Cortiss, TIME MAGAZINE 


he kkk! 


CHIGHEST RATING) 


GAEL GARCIA BERNAL IS 
SPECTACULAR! ANOTHER 
GREAT ACHIEVEMENT BY A 
FILMMAKER ON A ROLL!” 


~GLEWN Kenny, PREMIERE MAGAZINE 


ie kk! 


(HIGHEST RATING) 


GAEL GARCIA BERNAL 


IS DYNAMITE! 
A RAPTUROUS 
MASTERWORK!” 


~PeTer Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“ALMODOVAR CONTINUES TO ASTONISH 


AUDIENCES WITH NARRATIVE 
DARING AND EMOTIONAL DEPTH. 


‘BAD EDUCATION’ PROVES ONCE AGAIN 


WHY ALMODOVAR IS AT THE PEAK 
OF HIS CREATIVE POWERS.” 


~Gene Seymour, NEWSDAY 


“TRIUMPHANTLY ACCOMPLISHED!” 


~Davio Densy, THE NEW YORKER 


“BREATHLESS AND BRILLIANT!” 


~Rex Reeo, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 


he ee el” 


(HIGHEST RATING) 
~V.A. Musetto, NEW YORK POST 
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Rolling Stone 


IS BOTH CHARMING AND SEXY, 
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TOUCHINGLY HUMAN...PERFECT.” 
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Glenn Kenny, 


USA TODAY 


“Se kek &” 


Glenn Whipp, 
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“tka 
Jonn Anderson, 


Christy Lemire, 
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night. Braff (TV’s Scrubs) demonstrates 
a weird visual flair, but his smug script 
¢gollapses into contrivance before An- 
drew touches bottom. (109m) 
Somerville Theatre (Friday, Monday 
through Thursday), suburbs 

*k*xx*xIL GATTOPARDO/THE 
LEOPARD (1963). Luchino Visconti’s 
adaptation of Giuseppe Tomasi di 
Lampedusa’s novel about a Sicilian pa- 
triarch who faces down the Garibaldi 
revolution wouldn't look out of place on 
anyone’s all-time list of 10 greatest 
films. Visconti’s grasp of detail is so pre- 
cise, he doesn’t even seem to be doing 
very much. He’s abetted by great act- 
ing: Alain Delon as Don Fabrizio’s good- 
hearted, opportunistic nephew; Claudia 
Cardinale as the woman Delon marries, 
an earth goddess who can laugh at a 
tasteless joke one minute and mazurka 
magnificently the next. And most of all 
by Burt Lancaster as Don Fabrizio him- 
self. Since an Italian actor dubs his 
lines, Lancaster has to do everything 
with his face and body. He’s sensation- 
al, an embodiment of Hemingway’s 
definition of courage, and a superb ar- 
gument for Hollywood stars. The result 
is the shortest and most pleasurable 
185-minute film you'll ever see. Sunday 
at the Brattle. 

*x*xGHOSTS OF THE ABYSS 
(2003). Near, far, or wherever he may 
be, James Cameron is always close to 
Titanic. Cameron looks to his Oscar- 
winning epic for his first big-screen re- 
lease since 1997, a 3-D IMAX documen- 
tary that explores never-before-seen 
wreckage of Titanic (the ship, not Kate 
Winslet’s career), narrated by the film's 
mock-documentarian, Bill Paxton. 
Cameron, Paxton, and a group of scien- 
tists and historians went aboard a Russ- 
ian research ship and took two sub- 
marines two miles under the ocean's 
surface to the explore the hulk. Two 
high-definition underwater remote-op- 
erated video cameras were specially 
created for the film and maneuvered 
within the ship’s wreckage to reveal 
hidden treasures of the luxury liner, 
such as the undamaged stained-glass 
windows ia the dining room and a glass 
and carafe intact upon a shelf in a 


cabin. Such details are haunting, unlike 
the phony “ghost” passengers and crew 
superimposed over the underwater im- 
ages or Paxton’s blithering and self-im- 
portant voiceover narration. As for the 
3-D element, it’s mostly a gimmick and 
distraction and is only briefly used. The 
underwater exploratory technology is 
the real deal here but is only cursorily 
explained; it deserves a documentary of 
its own without Cameron’s bells and 
whistles. (59m) New England Aquari- 
um. 

**1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: EIN 
LIED VON LIEBE UND TOD 
(1999). Rolf Schiibel’s film is inspired 
by a 1930s American song that alleged- 
ly drove people to suicide. A few years 
back, Laszl6 (Joachim Krol), the Jewish 
owner of the Restaurant Szabd, saved 
the life of Hans (Ben Becker) after Hans 
had thrown himself into the Danube. 
Hans was heartbroken because Ilona 
(Erika Marozsan), the beautiful woman 
Laszlé now shares with his pianist, An- 
drds, had rejected him. Hans (Ben 
Becker) has returned to Budapest re- 
splendent in his SS uniform, but he 
proves less than grateful as the lovers’ 
fragile ménage contends with the Third 
Reich. In their favor, perhaps, is the title 
tune, which in this fanciful version of 
the actual story is composed by Andras. 
He was the Marilyn Manson of his day, 
for the song became a worldwide hit, 
inspiring, so the legend goes, countless 
suicides around the world. (Billie Holi- 
day’s version is like a beckoning re- 
volver at 4 a.m.) Schiibel’s film doesn’t 
quite live up to the song, though its mo- 
ments of near-farcical melodrama (the 
opening scene, for one) are tempered 
by a tone of sardonic irony and wistful 
weltschmerz. In German with English 
subtitles. (114m) West Newton. 


H 
*k*k*x*xHOUSE OF FLYING DAG- 
GERS (2004). The successor to Zhang 
Yimou’s less-than-satisfying Hero is as 
brilliant ‘in its conception and its cohe- 
sion as it is in its production numbers, 
and more convincing in its emotional 
power. In 10th-century China, a corrupt 
central empire struggles to maintain its 


tyrannical grip. The Empire has killed 
the leader of the House of Flying Dag 
gers, but Leo (Andy Lau Tak Wah), cap- 
tain of a local squadron of deputies, tells 
his subordinate Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro), 
the medieval Chinese equivalent of 
James Bond, that an unknown new 
leader has arisen and that Jin must go 
undercover to seek him, or her, out. 
Their lead is Mei (Zhang Ziyi, who as 
Zhang’s new muse succeeding Gong Li 
seems to have inspired him ‘to a new 
level of achievement), a blind dancehall 
girl at the Peony Pavilion. Leo tests her 
credentials by insisting she play “the 
echo game,” a Busby Berkley-like ex- 
travaganza involving pebbles and 
drums and a mile-long scarf. The func- 
tion of color in this film is more subtle 
and rigorous than the color coding that 
Yimou use in the Chinese-box structure 
of Hero. As Jin progressively limits his 
choices and defines his identity in the 
course of acting on his loyalties and his 
desires, the film’s palette diminishes, 
until in the end the white of a universal 
snowfall prevails, and an image out of 
Robert Altman’s McCabe & Mrs. Miller. 
The resolution might be a little disap- 
pointing in terms of its. mystery, but as 
an emotional and even spiritual experi- 
ence, the film lingers, gleeful and 
melancholy. The victor in the bamboo 
duel is unimportant; the beauty is all, 
and that too must fade to white. In 
Mandarin with English subtitles. A Sony 
Classics release (119m) Boston Com- 
mon, Kendall Square, Embassy, suburbs 


! 
**x*xI Y HUCKABEES (2004). David 
O. Russell’s film has the coincidence- 
haunted Albert Markovski (Jason 
Schwartzman) discovering in a_ bor- 
rowed jacket the business card of “exis- 
tential detectives” Bernard (Dustin Hoff- 
man) and Vivian (Lily Tomlin) Jaffe, a 
kind of Nick and Nora Charles for the 
new age, and signing on with the duo: 
Vivian will follow his every move and 
find the missing links in his external life, 
whereupon Bernard will dissolve those 
external links altogether, reconnecting 
Albert with the “blanket,” the oneness 
underlying all phenomena, including 


that of Albert’s illusory ego. He’s not 
their only client, of course: nihilist 
fireman Tommy (Mark Wahlberg 
demonstrating what a skilled comic 
actor he is) has latched onto the dark 
side of the Jaffes’ Buddha Lite philoso 
phy as pitched by Jaffe apostate Caterine 
Vauban (a gelid Isabelle Huppert). And 
in addition to Tommy and Albert, who 
might represent the id and the superego, 
there’s Brad Stand (Jude Law, doing a 
scintillating impression of an actor in a 
Howard Hawks screwball comedy), Al 
bert’s nemesis, the rising, ruthless star of 
the all-consuming Huckabees corpora 
tion, and the glib, shining embodiment 
of ego. Between that wasteland and th 
equally vapid void of second-hand satori 
pitched by the Jaffes and Caterine, Rus 
sell stakes out a turf of non-sequiturs, 
rapid-fire ephemera, and childlike de 

light in the sheer insanity of being. He 
doesn’t make a case for saving the world 
or, for that matter, giving it up altogeth 
er, Still, in typographical terms at least, 
he challenges audiences to grasp the 
meaning, and appreciate the comedy, of 
that elusive concept ¥. (107m) Copley 
Place (Friday only), Harvard Square (Fri- 
day only), Somerville Theatre (opens Sat 

urday), Arlington Capitol (opens Satur- 
day) 

***xTHE INCREDIBLES (2004). 
Pixar, the animation studio behind Toy 
Story and Finding Nemo, adds to its lau- 
rels and then some with this tale of a 
family of costumed crimefighters 

Writer/director Brad Bird’s witty take 

on the domestic lives of superheroes is 
set in a cheery, postmodern society 
where frivolous litigation (collateral 
damage and personal injury) against 
superheroes had become so rampant 
that the heroes — much like the mu- 
tants in X-Men — were legally required 
to suppress their superpowers and fit in 
with everybody else. As the film opens, 
it’s 15 years later: Mr. Incredible (Craig 
T. Nelson), now plain old Bob Parr, has 
traded his six-pack for a beer gut and is 
pushing a pencil at an insurance com- 
pany, and his wife, Elastigirl (Holly 
Hunter), now Helen Parr, has become a 
stay-at-home mom supervising a ram- 
bunctious trio of super-charged chil- 


dren. Sick of the mundane malaise of 
suburbia, Bob puts on his Mr. Incredi 
ble tights and joins his former sidekick 
(Samuel L. Jackson), in par 
laying their bowling night into an op 
portunity to revive their superhero es 
capades. One thing leads to another 
and without telling Helen, Bob accepts 
an invitation to a remote island to bat 
tle a peevish megalomaniac 
Lee) and his omnipotent tiber-bot. Mr. 
Incredible proves not as incredible as 
he used to be, and an angry Helen and 
the kids have to bail him out. Sure, the 
world hangs in the balance, but it’s the 


Frozone 


(Jason 





adult-savvy everyday dynamic between 
Bob and Helen that saves the day 
(115m) Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, suburbs 


K 
*&**1/2 KINSEY (2004). Bill Con 
don’s biography of the landmark inves- 
tigator into male and female sexual be 
havior takes us back to a childhood and 
youth oppressed by illness and by a fa- 
ther (John Lithgow as a delightful 
grotesque) determined to impose on 
him his own haughty, intolerant, funda- 
mentalist image. Alfred Kinsey (Liam 
Neeson) rebels, turning from religion 
and his father’s plans for him to become 
an engineer and taking up instead biol 
ogy and atheism. Enlightened scientist 
though he is, however, he’s a virgin 
when he finally weds his wife, “Mac’ 
(Laura Linney), and their catastrophic 
ignorance leads to one of the film’s 
many “eureka!” moments: why not 
apply scientific method to the study of 
sex? A lot of lecturing goes on here, a 
necessity mitigated by the sublime Nee 
son, who can come off as both geek and 
lion in the same scene. And for a film 
about sex, Kinsey boasts some of the 
year’s least erotic scenes. Somewhat 
joylessly in this movie, Kinsey practiced 
what he preached, and he insisted that 
his staff do likewise. Clyde Martin 
(Peter Sarsgaard) takes him at his word 
seducing him in a seedy hotel after a 
day of querying homosexuals in Chica- 
go. Mac, though sad, proves tolerant 
especially when Clyde sleeps with her 
too. As Kinsey loses it in his latter days 


though, so does the movie settling inte 
1 comfortable complacency. True, as he 
finally determines (and as the film has 
made clear all along by through its de 

piction of the enduring, resilient bond 
between Kinsey and Mac, as stirring 
ind tender a depiction of a 35-year 
marriage as you'll see on the screen) 
greater mystery than sex, if 
only because it can't be measured. But 
showing gauzy second-unit footage of 
doesn't clarify matters 

and neither is a cut to a pair of innocent 


love is a 


Sequoia trees 


fawns any more edifying. Would that 
Condon had cut instead to the archival 
Kinsey Institute footage of coupling 


porcupines that follows the end credits 


heir tentative, prickly, determined 
mating dance embodies the persistence 
of love in the human animal. (118m) 


Copley Place, Kendall Square, West New 


ton, suburbs 


L 

LAVOURA ARCAICA/TO THE LEFT 
OF THE FATHER (2002). Luiz Fer 
Carvalho’s film follows a 
Lebanese family in the interior of Brazil 
as they face the usual emigrant prob- 
lems. In Portuguese with English subti 
tles. (170m) Sunday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday at the Museum of Fine Arts 

*LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES 
OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 
(2004). Brought to you by Brad Silber 


nando 





ling, the director who mashed Wim 
Wenders’s Der Himmel iiber Berlir 
Wings of Desire into Cage/Mes 
Ryan pap (City of Angels), this ovei 


wrought dud shouldn't have left Dream 
Works’ CGI studio. Based on a fusion of 
tales by Daniel Handler (a/k/a Lemony 
Snicket), the film takes place in a super 
historical Boston that only a hermit 
from Orange County could imagine 
think Bedknobs and Broomsticks London 
meets Blade Runner’s LA. Silberling 
spares no expense in cloning a Tim Bur 
ton mise en scéne, but his slipshod edit 
ing undermines the visual mood he’s af 
fecting. Story and acting suffer the 
same treatment. Jim Carrey’s perform 
ance as shape-shifting villain Count 
Olaf is his most forced since the 

Continued on page 13 
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Continued from page 11 
installment of Ace Ventura, and Meryl 
Streep, Forest Whitaker, and Dustin 
Hoffman embarrass themselves in sup- 
porting roles. Jude Law, competing 
with his Alfie self for most obnoxious 
overdub narrator of the year, repeatedly 
reminds the audience that “this isn’t a 
typical children’s story.” Unfortunately, 
it’s as insipid as the rest. (107m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle 
suburbs. 
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE 
ZISSOU (2004). Peter Keough’s re- 
view is on page 5. (118m) Opens Satur- 
day at the Boston Common, Fenway, the 
Kendall Square, the Cehestnut Hill, and 
the Embassy and in the suburbs 
* 1/2 UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FI- 
ANCGAILLES/A VERY LONG EN- 
GAGEMENT (2004). No human 
calamity can withstand Audrey Tautou’s 
impish smile. The carnage of World War 
I fades as nothing before its light. In the 
opening scenes of Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s 
film, five French soldiers maim them- 
selves (one by accident, for such is the 
irony of war) to escape the horrors of 
the front. The nefarious brass reacts by 
abandoning them to their death in no 
man’s land. But these corrupt masters 
of war did not figure on the persever- 
ance of Tautou’s Mathilde, the fiancée 
of one of the five, who years later is de- 
termined to learn her beloved’s fate. Or 
on the overripe whimsy of Jeunet, 
whose technique of the pixilated, pre- 
cious flashback reached its limits with 
Amélie. True, Jeunet does darken the 
picture with Tina (Marion Cotillard), 
the beloved of another of the con- 
demned soldiers, whose notion of resti- 
tution is less rosy and more blood- 
thirsty. But a glance at Stanley Kubrick’s 
similarly themed Paths of Glory is 
enough to expose Dimanche in all its 
phoniness and maudlin manipulation. 
In French with English subtitles. 
(133m) Copley Place, Harvard Square, 
Embassy. 
**x*xTHE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
(2001). Not much is missing from 
New Zealander Peter Jackson’s adapta- 
tion of the first volume of J.R.R. 
Tolkien's epic, and the result should 
leave most fans satisfied, if not over- 
whelmed. The film is moving in places 
but less inventive and subversive than 
might have been expected from the di- 
rector of Heavenly Creatures and Forgot- 
ten Silver — well, a budget of $350 mil- 
lion for a three-film package over three 
years can make you cautious. Still, 
Jackson shows impeccable discernment 
in his casting — even as the narrative it- 
self blurs or becomes irrelevant to the 
spectacle, the characters (especially Eli- 
jah Wood's Frodo, who looks like a Bot- 
ticelli angel crossed with a Cabbage 
Patch doll) linger in the imagination, 
offering emotional clarity. There’s also 
lan Holm as a hammy Bilbo Baggins, 
Sean Astin, Dominic Monaghan, and 
Billy Boyd as Frodo’s fellow Fellowship 
hobbits, Orlando Bloom as Elf Legolas, 
John Rhys-Davies as Dwarf Gimli, Sean 
Bean as Boromir, Viggo Mortensen as 
Strider, and Ian McKellen as Gandalf 
the Grey. The adventure itself seems 
episodic, a reprise of special effects re- 
calling everything from The Wizard of 
Oz and King Kong to Star Wars and 
Sleepy Hollow, and the landscapes and 
costumes look derivative. But there’s a 
David Lynch perversity to some of the 
imagery, and Jackson improves on the 
original by giving the girlfriends screen 
time — here it’s Arwen (ethereal, big- 
bodied Liv Tyler), the Elf princess in 
love with Strider, who rescues the 
gravely wounded Frodo and outraces 
the pursuing Nazgul to the Ford on the 
Bruinen. (178m) Wednesday at the 
Brattle. 
** 1/2 THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS (2002). Just 
glimpsed at the end of last year’s The 
Fellowship of the Ring, Gollum, who's 
voiced by Andy Serkis (he’s being tout- 
ed by New Line Studio as an Oscar can- 
didate), is the closest thing the center- 
piece of Peter Jackson’s adaptation of 
the Tolkien trilogy has to dramatic 
depth or conflict. This digitally ren- 


} dered homunculus is the former owrer 


of the Ring of Power; now debased into 


a sibilant, loin-clothed junkie craving 
| his Precious fix, he’s like Laurence Olivi- 


er’s Richard II] compared with the stiff- 


 upper-lipped fortitude or leering vil- 


lainy of the rest of the cast. But nu- 
anced characterizations and perform- 
ances are not what you expect from 
epics, or high-tech video games, and 
The Two Towers is more of the latter 
than the former. Jackson does sustain 





Tolkien’s three narrative lines with ad- 
mirable coherence. Hobbits Frodo (Eli- 
jah Wood) and his faithful servant Sam 
(Sean Astin) have set off alone to Mor- 
dor; meanwhile their friends Pippin 
(Billy Boyd) and Merry (Dominic Mon- 


aghan) have been captured by a gang of 


mutant Orcs, and the moody human 
wanderer Aragorn (Viggo Mortensen), 
the Dwarf Gimli (John Rhys-Davies, 
whose comedy is a welcome but infre- 
quent relief), and the Elf Legolas (Or- 
lando Bloom) have set off to find them. 
But as we get deeper into the tale, the 
director seems to get ever farther from 
its spirit, its emotion, and its magic 
(162m) Thursday at the Brattle 


M 

LA MALA EDUCACION/BAD EDU- 
CATION (2004). Chris Fujiwara’s re- 
view is on page 7. In Spanish with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (109m) Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, Embassy. 

**x*xMAR ADENTRO/THE SEA IN- 
SIDE (2004). Alejandro Amendbar 
chooses not to look too deeply below 
the surface of the true story of Ramén 
Sampedro, a Spanish sailor who broke 
his neck taking a high dive into the 
shallow end of the ocean and was left 
quadriplegic. Instead, he has chosen to 
make an homage, and no doubt Sampe- 
dro’s life and his death deserve as 
much. For three decades, he fought the 
legal system for the right to die by as- 
sisted suicide. His life, he insisted, was 
“without dignity,” and he didn’t want 
his death to be without dignity as well 
He could have asked for no one better 
to portray him than Javier Bardem. 
Aged 20 years by make-up into a bald- 
ing, twisted hulk confined to a bed, Bar- 
dem has only his face and voice with 
which to express the unfathomable 
emotions of a human being enduring a 
perverse and horrible existence. Waves 
of irony, pathos, and whimsy pass over 
his features, his eyes mirroring pain, be- 
musement, and sublime resignation, his 
constant smile Mona Lisa-like in its am- 
biguity. In addition to Ramon’s tragic 
situation, there’s that of Julia (Belén 
Rueda), the lawyer he chose to repre- 
sent him because she too suffers from a 
degenerative, incurable condition. Add 
to that Rosa (Lola Duefias), a single 
mother struggling to make ends meet 
who, as Ramon at one point brutally 
points out, is drawn to him because 
she’s focused and needs a center for her 
emotional chaos and the story has all 
the makings of an exploitative Holly- 
wood tearjerker — which, given the na- 
ture of remakes, it may some day be- 
come. Throughout the film, Sampedro 
insists he not be judged. So be it; no 
one who has not suffered the same ex- 
perience should do so. In a sense, 
Amendabar has judged Sampedro, and 
favorably. But has he understood? In 
Spanish with English subtitles. (125m) 
Kendall Square (Friday only). 


| &*k&*x*xMEET ME IN ST. LOUIS 


(1944). This extraordinarily graceful 


| film version of Sally Benson's stories, di- 


rected by Vincente Minnelli at MGM, is 


| far and away the best musical of its 


decade. Judy Garland plays one of four 
daughters in a turn-of-the-century St. 
Louis family; in period dresses, with 
long auburn hair, she’s never looked 
lovelier or sung more sweetly. Leon 
Ames and Mary Astor play her parents; 
Lucille Bremer is her older sister; Tom 


| Drake is her beau. Margaret O’Brien is 


unforgettable as little Tootie; she brings 
to her scenes the authenticity of an 
overwrought child’s imagination. Her 
Halloween adventure and the episode 
where, disturbed by her father’s plan to 
uproot the family right after Christmas, 
she attacks the beloved “snow people” 
in her yard, are classics. The storybook 
color photography is by George Folsey, 
and Ralph Blane and Hugh Martin 
wrote the songs, which includes “The 


| Boy Next Door,” “The Trolley Song” and 


“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ- 
mas.” (113m) Thursday at the South 
Boston Branch Library. 

MEET THE FOCKERS (2004). Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 7. (114m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond, 
Circle, suburbs. 

MEN SUDDENLY IN BLACK 
(2003). Edmond Ho-Cheung Pang’s 


| Hong Kong film is a different kind of ac- 
| tioner, as four men, including Sammo 


Hung, find themselves at liberty when 


| their wives and girlfriends make a brief 


trip to Bangkok. Can the guys find sub- 
stitutes? Without getting caught? In 
Cantonese with English subtitles. (98m) 
Sunday, Wednesday, and Thursday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. 








N 

* x NATIONAL TREASURE (2004). 
The unlikely twosome of Disney and 
Jerry Bruckheimer get into bed for this 
Da Vinci Code-esque thriller (it’s even 
steeped in the lore of the Templar 
Knights) that employs icons of Ameri- 
can heritage (the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the Liberty Bell) as scav- 
enger-hunt clues in the quest for the ul- 
timate trove. Few surprises, though, 
await history scholar Benjamin 
Franklin Gates (Nicolas Cage) and rival 
Ian Howe (Sean Bean) as they dash 
from DC to Philadelphia and New York 
to secure the booty. The heist of the De- 
claration offers the one enthralling mo- 
ment, and the chemistry between Cage 
and Diane Kruger (Helen of Troy) as a 
National Archives Nazi adds some sass. 
Harvey Keitel and Jon Voight are pleas- 
ing but largely wasted as the cantan- 
kerous FBI agent on the case and Ben's 
father. Bean charms as the devious 
baddie, and Justin Bartha, who was the 
only redeeming aspect in Gigli, serves 
up the punch lines as Ben’s nebbish 
sidekick. Director Jon Turteltaub how- 
ever, limits himself to the Bruckheimer 
format: lots of trumped-up flash cut- 
ting, improbable dances with death, 
and a series of thunderous explosions. 
Now you know what to expect when 
Dan Brown's novel hits the big screen. 
(100m) Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs 

NOTRE MUSIQUE/OUR MUSIC 
(2004). Chris Fujiwara’s review is on 
page 6. In French, English, Spanish, 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Serbo-Croatian 
with English subtitles. (80m) Wednes- 
day and Thursday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts. 


0 
***xOCEAN’S TWELVE (2004). 
What could be more postmodern than a 
film that’s a sequel to a remake of a film 
that originally was a parody of a real- 
life celebrity clique from the ’60s? In- 
stead of pretending to be an art film, 
however, Steven Soderbergh’s Ocean’s 
Twelve pretends to be a caper flick — 
and we're all in on the joke! That might 
be Twelve’s chief, and cheapest, thrill: 


the illusion that we're all in this big 
party with George Clooney and Julia 
Roberts and Matt Damon and Brad Pitt 
It's why the sequel is a more satisfying 
entertainment than Ocean's Eleven, de- 
spite a narrative that is defiantly non- 
sensical. Or maybe because of that. The 
story picks up three years after Danny 
Ocean (Clooney) and his gang have 
ripped off the casinos of Las Vegas mon- 
eyman Terry Benedict (Andy Garcia) 
Benedict tracks each member down 
and gives everybody two weeks to pay 
back the stolen $160 million plus inter 
est. So the erstwhile, wealthy retirees 
must set off on that legendary one last 
heist, or rather three of them. The cast 
is uniformly flawless — which is not 
hard when you're playing a variation of 
yourself. Catherine Zeta-Jones, on the 
other hand, is the top cop tracking 
down the 12, so she has to act, and in 
its balance of earnestness and irony, this 
one of her best performances. Despite 
the matryoshka-doll plot twists that 
render the narrative both microscopic 
and meaningless, the only real tension 
in the film concerns whether her char- 
acter will be in or out. It’s cool to be in, 
but as the film’s only genuinely emo- 
tional moment proves (proving also 
that Albert Finney has one of the great 
est faces in the movies), it’s real to be 
out. (130m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 

**x*x*xON THE WATERFRONT 
(1954). Written by Budd Schulberg and 
directed by Elia Kazan, this is the quin 
tessential “social conscience” film of its 
era, though many read the film as the 
defense by Schulberg and Kazan of their 
heinous testimony before HUAC. The 
issue is the corruption of labor — or, in 
more personal terms, how the hero, dock 
worker Terry Molloy (Marlon Brando), 
deals with the conflict between his desire 
for security (in the form of protection, 
anonymity, and the approval of the 
crooked union boss, played by Lee J. 
Cobb) and the impulse to come clean 
and lead the decent, honest life held out 
to him by Edie (Eva Marie Saint). Bran- 
do's performance has been so widely im- 
itated and parodied that it’s a shock to 
rediscover how tight and economical it 


actually is. Saint plays almost every one 
of her scenes with Brando, and she holds 
her own, beautifully; Cobb’s terrific too 
and so is Rod Steiger as Terry’s brother, 
the union lawyer on the take. Boris Kauf 
man did the fine photography; the clas- 


sic score is by Leonard Bernstein 

(b&w/108m) Kendall Square (Friday 
| 

miy) 


P 
*1/2 PAPER CLIPS (2004). It might 
have been a fascinating subject for a 
documentary: the eighth-grade class of 
a school in Whitwell, Tennessee (a com 
munity of 2000, predominantly white 
and Christian) 
Holocaust and create a commemorative 
irt project. Spurred by the little-known 
fact that paper clips represented a secret 
sign worn by supporters of victims of 
the Nazis, the students decide to at 
tempt, via grassroots appeals, to amass 
nine million of them. The response and 
its effect upon the community are in 
deed remarkable. The students enlist 
two savy and lovable German journal 
ists to expand the scope of their project 
and eventually the project is widely 
publicized and celebrated. But directors 
Elliot Berlin and Joe Fab have made 
Paper Clips a self-congratulatory, ingen- 
uous, and smarmy portrait of a small- 
town America that had apparently 
never heard of, much less considered 
the Holocaust. The extemporaneous 
words of students are moving, as are 
their encounters with actual survivors 
but there are so many 
scripted and gratuitously choreo 
graphed moments that this film can 
serve as an example of how not to 
make a documentary. (82m) Coolidge 
Corner, West Newton. 
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
(2004). A.S. Hamrah’s review is on 
page 7. (143m) Boston Common, Fen 
way, Harvard Square, Chestnut Hill, 
suburbs 
***xTHE POLAR EXPRESS (2004). 
The theme of Robert Zemeckis’s touch- 
ing Christmas tale, like that of this year’s 
Red Sox season, is “Believe,” though you 
might not believe the groundbreaking 
animation that hits you like childhood 


decides to study the 


egregiously 





wonderment on Christmas morning. Ze 
meckis (Forrest Gump and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit) engaged a team of 500 FX 
specialists (with a $165 million budget) 
to blend live-action renderings (like Gol 
lum in The Lord of the Rings) and snowy 
CGI backdrops that look like something 
out of the Pixar factory. Based on Chris 
Van Allsburg’s best-selling book, this 
night before” fable finds a group of di 
verse youths who doubt the existence of 
Santa Claus getting magically loaded 
onto the title train, which is bound for 
the North Pole. Tom Hanks (in move 

ment and voice) plays five roles includ 
ing Santa Claus, the train conductor, a 
gruff hobo, and Hero Boy. (The charac- 
ters have names like Know It All Boy, Elf 
General, and so on.) Hero Boy’s misad 
ventures propel the film, filling it with 
genuine tenderness. In the end, the 
computer wizardry palls, but the story's 
heart chugs on triumphantly. (90m) 
Copley Place, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, 





suburbs 


R 
**xRAY (2004). What's good about 
director Taylor Hackford’s bio-pic of the 
ascent of Ray Charles is Jamie Foxx’s 
characterization of the soul-music 
giant. The early Oscar buzz is hyper- 
bole, but Foxx does have Charles’s 
blindisms, bandstand panache, and 
modulated patter down. And his sly- 
ness. Foxx’s Charles plays women as 
smoothly as he does the piano until, in- 
evitably, his callousness brings things 
down. At that, Foxx and Hackford seem 
to be taking it easy on the real Charles 
a very prickly character, even though 
they detail his decades as a junkie and 
his betrayals of his wife, his family, and 
his lovers. In this film, as it appeared to 
be the case in his life, the only thing 
Charles values more than his own ego is 
his music. What’s bad about Ray is 
Hackford’s made-for-TV-movie ap- 
proach. The story rattles along in clum- 
sy vignettes, flashbacks, and short cuts. 
Clichés abound; far worse is Hackford’s 
overstatement of Atlantic Records’ pres- 
ident Ahmet Ertegun’s contribution to 
Charles's initial discovery of his own 


Continued on page 15 
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[film | 
VIDEO CLIPS IN STORES NOW 


* ** NAPOLEON DYNAMITE (Fox). Jared Hess's feature debut maintains 
its pure idiot savant inspiration with only occasional lapses into self-conscious 








inanity. Napoleon (Jon Heder) is a nerd who undergoes the requisite hazing at 
his backwater Idaho high school, but all that seems negligible in the context of 
his absurd and unwholesome personal universe, which includes his minute, 
mustachio’d 31-year-old brother, Kip (Aaron Ruell), who spends his time in a 
cyber chat room with unseen love LaFawnduh; his oddly Clintonesque Uncle 
Rico (Jon Gries), who sells plastic dishware while seeking a time machine to 
return him to 1982 and the day his high-school football team lost the state 
championship with Rico on the bench; and his pal Pedro (Efren Ramirez), who 
has a killer bike and is the only kid in school with a moustache. Give it a kick 
in one direction or another and Napoleon Dynamite would fall into the dark- 
ness of David Lynch or the crudity of the Farrelly Brothers. As it is, it’s one of a 
kind, and kind of a masterpiece. (89m) 


* *1/2 KING ARTHUR (Buena Vista). Antoine Fuqua (Training Day) hath 
directed for your entertainment a bold reimagining of Camelot starring His 
Handsomeness Clive Owen as Arthur, here a half-Roman Christian warrior circa 
AD 500. The film begins as Arthur's knights return from 15 years of fighting for 
Rome; their final mission is to rescue a Roman family from invading Saxons, 
whose commander is played with laconic relish by Stellan Skarsgard. The 
knights are loyal to pagan Britain and question Arthur's allegiance to a Christ- 
ian nation. But then some tattoo’d warriors emerge from the woods — includ- 
ing Guinevere (Keira Knightley), an expert archer, and Merlin (Stephen Dil- 
lane), a wild-eyed druid — and Celtophiles get an Arthurian saga they can 
love. Stellar performances, especially from Open Hearts’ Mads Mikkelsen as 
Tristan, Ray Winstone as Bors, and Welsh heartthrob Ioan Gruffudd as a recal- 
citrant Lancelot, outshine a so-so script — but not since 1980 and John Boor- 
man’s Excalibur has this story looked so beautiful on film. (120m) 


* * 1/2 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE (Paramount). Jonathan 
Demme showed gumption in updating John Frankenheimer’s 1962 master- 
piece of perennial paranoia, but the comparisons will be invidious nonetheless 
As in the original, Major Ben Marco (Denzel Washington, the best thing in the 
movie) commands a scouting patrol; 
in this case he’s doing reconnais- 
sance in advance of Desert Storm 
There’s an ambush, and in the 
official version of what happened, 
Sergeant Raymond Shaw (Liev 
Schreiber) saves all but two mem- 
bers of the unit, an act of heroism for 
which he wins the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. Much to the delight 
of his mother, Senator Eleanor Pren- 
tiss Shaw (Meryl Streep, combining 
Martha Stewart with Medea), who 
uses the award to propel him into 
politics. And now, in this fictitious 
present day or near future, he’s 
poised for the vice-presidency. But 
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Marco has a dream, one that’s far less horrifying than the sight of Shaw’s 
beloved costumed as the Queen of Diamonds. (Frankenheimer created his 
nightmare with the perverse elegance of a single 360-degree pan.) The patrol 
members have been captured and their brains not so much washed as roto- 
rootered. Demme, the master of horror in The Silence of the Lambs, throws in 
Grand Guignol experiments and drilled skulls, but these aren’t nearly as scary 
as Frankenheimer’s dowager lecturing about hydrangeas in a hotel lobby. Nei- 
ther is the plot that gets uncovered particularly shocking given what we've 
been through from the Kennedy assassinations to September 11. At its wittiest 
and most subversive, The Manchurian Candidate lampoons this post-Orwellian 
image of the world. At times, the barbs are obvious, as when Senator Shaw 
schmoozes with her Manchurian Global backers in a cloud of cigar smoke and 
cynicism. More telling is the background chatter of the media — overheard or 
just-glimpsed bulletins about the latest pre-emptive strike against Guinea or 
Guatemala and the need for “compassionate vigilance.” Paul Verhoeven per- 
fected this parodic technique in RoboCop and Starship Troopers, films that seem 
prophetic today. Demme’s Candidate is neither prophetic nor very parodic. It’s 
like the mutterings of a talented filmmaker half in a dream. (130m) 


** 1/2 SHAUN OF THE DEAD (Universal). Another incarnation of the 
zombie flick, this time a romantic comedy that like Danny Boyle’s edgy 28 Days 
Later has a horde of living dead roaming the streets of London. This brood, 
however, are the slowest and most ineffectual yet, though they do get their op- 
portunity to rip the innards from one poor bastard. Shaun (Simon Pegg) has 
lost his girlfriend, Liz (Kate Ashfield), and his flat mate, Ed (Nick Frost), is a 
slob. The two men wake up one morning to discover a drunken woman in their 
yard. Needless to say, she’s not drunk, and Shaun, Ed, and Liz spend the rest of 
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the film running from a throng of flesh- 
craving freaks. Director Edgar Wright, 
Simon Pegg (who wrote the script with 


The Manchurian Candidate 


the British comedy series Spaced. And 
as Ed, Frost, who’s reminiscent of a 
young John Candy, is the perfect foil to 
Pegg’s anal Shaun; their odd-couple 
bickering keeps the film alive even 
when it slogs in well-worn directions. 
Bill Nighy adds a spark as the detested 
stepdad, the ghoul make-up is George 
Romero-worthy, and the final zinger 
makes it all worthwhile. (99m) 


** 1/2 THUNDERBIRDS (Univer- 
sal). The animated opening credits of 
Thunderbirds acknowledge not only the 
film’s origins as a ’60s British TV show 
but also its awareness that it’s one of 
the summer’s cheesier entries. Brady 


gooder/billionaire Jeff Tracy (played 
with square-jawed earnestness by Bill 
Paxton), and he wants to be a Thun- 
derbird like his brothers, saving inno- 
cent people and averting disasters, but 
he’s told he’s not old enough. Then evil 
genius Ben Kingsley sabotages a Thun- 
derbird mission, leaving dad and the 
boys stranded in space, where only Alan, with the help of his friends Tin-Tin 
and Fermat, can save them. From there, the film is standard issue, as the script 
devolves into a family-friendly message. Still, director Jonathan Frakes honed 
his camp skills on Star Trek: The Next Generation, and Thunderbirds is more fun 
than it has a right to be. (95m) 


**1/2 TWO BROTHERS (Universal). Jean-Jacques Annaud, the opulent 
eye behind La guerre du feu/Quest for Fire and L’amant/The Lover, levels anoth- 
er environmentally pointed message with this family-friendly saga about two 
tiger cubs separated by human encroachment. You may recall Annaud’s 1988 
Lours/The Bear, where miscreant hunters pursed a grizzly and an orphaned 
cub. Here too he poignantly renders the beasts’ playful innocence as well as 
their lethal furry, yet the film lacks the resonance of his earlier work. Guy 
Pearce, in a thankless role, plays Aidan McRory, a big-game hunter in the early 
1900s who treks off to Southeast Asia to collect temple relics (they’re selling 
like hotcakes at Sotheby’s) and in an act of self-defense kills a male tiger pro- 
tecting its cubs. One brother escapes into the jungle; the other is enslaved in a 
circus sideshow. Much of what happens in Two Brothers is manipulative pup- 
petry. Besides McRory and the emissary’s empathetic son (Freddie Highmore), 
the humans are largely self-interested imps who target the tigers in their avari- 
cious plans. The film does take a few pleasant turns, and the awe-inspiring 


scene where the mother tiger tries to rescue her cub from the back of a truck (a 


la Raiders of the Lost Ark) redeems the meandering zoo tour. (109m) 


** DANNY DECKCHAIR (Lions Gate). Sometimes you have to get lost in 
order to find yourself. That’s the premise of this Australian comedy, which 
should follow its own advice and be a bit more original and daring. Rhys Ifans, 
who stole Notting Hill from Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant, is the title hero; he 
mixes cement by day and in his spare time builds a human slingshot or the 
like. His girlfriend, Trudy (Justine Clarke), disrupts the home front when she 
flirts with a big-shot sportscaster (Rhys Muldoon). Danny, fed up with it all, 
ties a bunch of balloons to a lawn chair (the real-life event that inspired the 
film) and floats off. He crashes in a small township miles away, where Glenda 
(Miranda Otto), an introverted meter maid, takes him in and a new but cine- 
matically familiar life beckons. Otto (Eowyn in The Lord of the Rings) and Ifans 
give it their best, and Clarke is hilarious. But writer/director Jeff Balsmeyer’s 
dialogue is gaseous enough to launch a fleet of deckchairs. (90m) 


** DE-LOVELY (MGM). In Irving Winkler’s bio-pic of Cole Porter, the com- 
poser who wrote “Anything Goes” and “Let’s Misbehave” and a seemingly end- 
less string of other hits, Kevin Kline plays Porter as both a charming bon vivant 
and a nose-to-the-grindstone workaholic. Porter, who was married, was also 
gay, and this film sets straight several of the hilarious inaccuracies set forth in 
the film Night and Day, which starred Cary Grant as an unfailingly heroic 
Porter. His wife, played by Ashley Judd in the new film, knew about his homo- 
sexuality when she married him, but Winkler still portrays her as the love of 
his life, suggesting that they had a soulful understanding that transcends sexu- 
ality. It’s hard to buy, and so is the structure of this uneven film, which is by 
turns buoyant and stolid. Porter’s songs still make their mark, and the singing 
by Robbie Williams and Elvis Costello, among others, injects some life into an 
otherwise standard life-of tale. The set-up has an elderly Porter being shown 
his life story by an underused Jonathan Pryce and offering advice like “It’s too 
early for another song.” The abruptness of these shifts in narrative detracts 
from the film’s real draw: the music, which for Porter fans will make this a 
must-see-and-hear. (125m) 


* ANACONDAS: THE HUNT FOR THE BLOOD ORCHID (Columbia 
TriStar). Back in 1997, the first Anaconda boasted an eclectic cast (Jennifer 
Lopez, Ice Cube, Eric Stoltz) and some quirky spins on the beast-gone-berserk 
formula. Dwight H. Little’s retread, however, has neither stars nor script — just 
a slithering crush of computer-generated serpents. In Borneo, a team of ambi- 
tious (read: greedy) scientists from a bio-tech company learn that the rare 
flower of the title, which blooms once every seven years, has properties that if 
spun correctly in a lab could produce the fountain of youth in pill form. A 
mound of cash persuades a hardened boat captain (Johnny Messner) to take 
the landing party upriver at the height of the monsoon season. Once they hit 
the jungle, crocs, leeches, spiders, and then a massive anaconda “mating ball” 
make the scene. Eugene Byrd competes for attention with the reptiles as the 
hip-hop hipster/fraidy cat, and Matthew Marsden is a necessary evil as the 
avaricious corporate Ahab. The rest are snakebites. Little tries to rev up the 


Jaws chicanery a few too many times, and the group’s social dynamic, which 


feels borrowed from Survivor, could use a touch more reality. (93m) 


* SURVIVING CHRISTMAS (DreamWorks). Mike Mitchell’s black come- 
dy opens with Ben Affleck in full-charm mode as an ad exec pitching spiked 


eggnog to a client as a family beverage. The charm doesn't last long, though, as 


Affleck’s shallow and insecure Drew finds himself facing Christmas alone. He 
returns to his childhood home and decides to “buy” the family who now live 
there for the holidays. The joke, such as it is, is that the family aren't all that 
into Christmas. The parents (James Gandolfini and Catherina O’Hara) are on 
the verge of separation, the teenage son spends his days looking at Internet 
porn, and the older daughter (Christina Applegate) is joylessly cruel, offering 
Drew the kind of sarcastic banter that substitutes for foreplay in poorly written 
romantic comedies. Gandolfini is like Tony Soprano on one of his bad Lithium 
trips, and O’Hara teases a few jokes out of a weak role, but for the most part, 
everyone seems to be trying to endure. Affleck, who can play a great jerk 
(doubters should see Dazed and Confused) appears to be winging it; he has the 
air of someone reading off the cue cards in an SNL skit. Survive this movie and 
Christmas will be a breeze. (92m) 
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style. Kerry Washington charms as Della 
Bea Robinson, Charles’s long-suffering 
second wife. But Regina King as Margie 
Hendricks, who stands in for the string 
of back-up-singing Raylettes that 
Charles bedded over the years, seems 
especially constrained by the film’s sim- 
plicity. (152m) Copley Place, Fresh Pond 
(Friday only), West Newton, Somerville 
Theatre (opens Saturday), Arlington 
Capitol (opens Saturday), suburbs. 
**xTHE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW (1976). This horror-camp ex- 
travaganza still draws midnight crowds. 
Its story of two dorky, all-American kids 
(Barry Bostwick and Susan Sarandon) 
who find themselves indoctrinated into 
the pansexual ways of Dr. Frank-N- 
Furter is no more outrageous than La 
Cage aux Folles, but only a curmudgeon 
would deny the magnetism of Tim 


Curry, whose lip-smacking rendition of 


“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of the 
high points in all of cult movies. Jim 
Sharman directs. (100m) Saturday mid- 
night at the Harvard Square. 

**1/2 THE RUGRATS MOVIE 
(1998). The popular Nickelodeon kids’ 


1658 BEACON ST 


TV show gets the full-blown big-screen 
treatment here. Diaper-clad “rugrat” 
Tommy Pickles is suffering from a 
parental-attention deficit after his newly 
arrived brother steals his thunder. None 
of Tommy’s fellow “rats” particularly ap- 
preciates the screaming neonate either, 
so they decide to return him to the hospi- 
tal and get a refund. In the process they 
pile into a dinosaurian big-wheel (in- 
vented by Tommy’s sensitive but 
floundering father), career through the 
city, and get lost in the woods. As they 
try to find their way home, they en- 
counter a big, bad wolf, get assaulted by 
a band of mischievous monkeys, and 
learn their first big life lesson about the 
value of friendship and family. The ani- 
mation is top-notch, and though the film 
boasts some MTV-pulsed vignettes, The 
Rugrats Movie is solid on family values 
and a reasonably good time for the 
whole mini-van clan. (79m) Arlington 
Capitol (opens Saturday). 


s 
**xSHALL WE DANCE? (2004). In 
Peter Chelsom’s remake of Masayuki 
Suo’s charming 1996 Japanese comedy, 
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“AN EMOTIONAL 
POWERHOUSE! 


JUST SIT BACK AND BEHOLD AS JE 
TAKES YOU TO HELL AND BACK 
WITH THIS EPIC LOVE STORY.” 


DREAM... 


ALL YOU WANT TO DO IS CLAP 
AND WEEP AND WATCH IT ALL 
OVER AGAIN IMMEDIATELY.” 


THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 


“RAPTUROUSLY 
BEAUTIFUL, 
STARTLINGLY 
AUDACIOUS 


AND OFTEN VERY FUNNY...IT 
WILL MAKE YOU FEEL DEEPLY 
ABOUT LOVE AND WAR.” 


A VERY LONG 


Richard Gere plays an upper-middle- 
class lawyer who's bored with his life — 
the beautiful house, the lovely success- 
ful wife (Susan Sarandon), the two 
charming kids. He spots Jennifer Lopez, 
a ballroom dancer trying to get over 
professional and personal disappoint- 
ment, in a window every night as his 
train passes her dance studio. One 
evening, on impulse, he checks it out 
and winds up signing on for a beginning 
ballroom-dance class. The other stu- 
dents are a disappointing collection of 
clichés: the overweight guy who sweats 
a lot, the homophobic creep, the obnox- 
ious girl who can't get a partner. Only 
Stanley Tucci, as a straight guy who 
loves ballroom dance but is afraid to tell 
anyone, feels like a fully formed, if 
ridiculous, character. Gere plays middle- 


class malaise well — he carries himself 


with a worn, tired dignity that seems 
out of place in this otherwise obvious 
film. Lopez, for her part, substitutes 
standing up straight and looking serious 


“OUTRAGEOUSLY FUNNY!” 


for acting; only in her dancing scenes, 
which conjure her music videos, does 
she come alive. Shall We Dance? gives us 
characters whose lives are transformed 
by the beauty and joy of dancing with- 
out ever showing us how. (106m) West 
Newton, Arlington Capitol (Friday only), 
suburbs. 

**1/2 SHARK TALE (2004). Say 
this for Shark Tale: its visuals are amaz- 
ing. Led by Shrek co-director Vicky Jen- 
son, the filmmakers have done a splen- 
did job creating a vibrant underwater 
city — it’s like Times Square with barna- 
cles — that’s swimming with life. The 
fish are fantastic: shimmering, iridescent 
creatures who represent a leap beyond 
what the computer animators of Finding 
Nemo were able to accomplish just a 
year and a half before. Shark Tale moves 


_at a lively clip, thanks to the fast-talking 


patter of its voice actors (especially Will 
Smith and Martin Scorsese) and a pri- 
marily hip-hop/R&B soundtrack that’s 
probably a first for an animated feature. 


Kids will laugh a lot and make the film a 
big hit. But as they say on Broadway, no 
one ever left the theater humming the 
scenery. In the narrative and characteri- 
zation departments, Shark Tale 
flounders. Oscar (Smith) is a little fish 
who's all talk, but when a shark (one of 
the mobsters who menace the reef city) 
turns up dead, Oscar takes credit and 
rides a wave of publicity to fame and 
fortune. As in the Shrek movies, there's 
satirical potential here, say, to comment 
on a celebrity culture that elevates peo- 
ple who have no real talents or achieve- 
ments, but Shark Tale expends all its wit 
on throw-away pop-culture in-jokes and 
minority stereotypes. Some Italian 
American groups have complained 
about the depiction of the shark mob- 
sters (by such Mafia-tale regulars as 
Robert De Niro, Michael Imperioli, and 
Vincent Pastore), but the film is an 
equal-opportunity offender, with its ap- 
parently African-American characters 
(all hip-hoppers from the ‘hood), Ja- 
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maicans (two Rasta jellyfish), and one 
deeply closeted shark named Lenny 
(he’s a vegetarian, but as drawn here 
and as voiced in a high-pitched whine 
by Jack Black, he’s also one swishy fish) 
This sort of thing may float above kids 
heads, but it shows the movie to be lack- 
ing the one thing that Shrek and the 
Pixar films like Nemo have had oceans 
of: heart. (100m) West Newton, Arling 
ton Capitol, suburbs 
**x*1/2 SIDEWAYS (2004). 
Writer/director Alexander Payne's latest 
is an alternately rollicking and mourn 
ful road comedy about the terrors of 
settling into middle age. Jack (Thomas 
Haden Church) is about to get married, 
so his pal since college, Miles (Paul Gia 
matti) devises a week-long vacation in 
Southern California wine country as a 
male-bonding ritual centered on golf 
good food, and Miles’s hobby, wine tast 
ing. But Jack has other ideas: he wants 
to enjoy his last vestiges of sexual free 
Continued on page 16 


-Glenn Kenny 
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dom, and he hopes that Miles, who has 
sunk into a miserable reclusiveness 
since his own marriage broke up, can 
get laid too and loosen up a little. 
Church (Lowell Mather on the TV series 
Wings) is hilarious; he gets the one-two 
punch of Jack’s puerile sensuality and 
his hang-dog air of abashment whenev- 
er he’s chastised. The movie is wise 
enough to match him up with Payne’s 
wife, the raucous Korean-Canadian ac- 
tress Sandra Oh, as Stephanie, whom 
the men run into pouring at a winery — 
a good-time gal with a vulnerable 
heart. But Miles is the protagonist, and 
Virginia Madsen’s Maya is the warm- 
blooded waitress who tempts him out 
of his emotional hibernation. Their 
scenes together are superb, even the big 
one Payne and Taylor can't resist over- 
writing, where these two aficionados 
couch their sexual desires and trepida- 
tions in a discussion of wine. Sideways 
winds up on a tentative, hopeful note as 
Miles puts his heart on the line one 
more time. About Schmidt may have 
catapulted Payne into the ranks of 
major Hollywood directors, but this is 
the movie that earns him his place 
among them. (123m) Boston Common, 
Kendall Square, Coolidge Corner, Em- 
bassy, suburbs 

* SKY CAPTAIN AND THE WORLD 
OF TOMORROW (2004). Notewor- 
thy for its created-on-computer evoca- 
tion of 1939 New York, Kerry Conran’s 
iebut feature is an eye-popping bore. A 


triumph of Art Deco production design 


ind all-too-studied homage, Sky Cap 

ms with a retro-futuristic jumble 
f spare parts culled from Republic seri- 
ils, Lost Horizon, King Kong and the 


1951 sci-fi chestnut When Worlds Col 
ide. In the promising opening, with the 
Hindenburg III moored atop a snow- 
whipped Empire State Building, mal- 
adroit reporter Polly Perkins (a shrill 
Gwyneth Paltrow) enlists former flame 
Joe Sullivan (Jude Law, rakish yet 
bland) as she ineptly tries to uncover a 
plot to kidnap the world’s pre-eminent 
scientists. Soon, this “Sky Captain” and 
his languid Girl Friday are battling a 
mysterious army of giant robots with 


his P-40 Warhawk. What could it all 
mean? Try pretext: loads of synthetic 
gee-whiz action awaits, but the novelty 
will wear thin for all but the youngest 
moviegoers. Welcome but short-lived 
relief comes in the perfectly cast form of 
Angelina Jolie commanding an all-fe- 
male “Amphibious Squadron.” Shot 
over a scant six weeks at London's 
“George Lucas Stage,” the rest of the ac- 
tors are little more than puppets in Con- 
ran’s blue-screen toy box of nostalgia. 
Lucas would be proud. The rest of you 
should consider yourselves warned. 
(107m) Arlington Capitol (Friday only), 
suburbs. 

**xxSPANGLISH (2004). Oscar- 
winning director and screenwriter 
James L. Brooks 
Endearment; As Good As It Gets) re- 
turns to familiar territory after a 
seven-year absence with Spanglish. 
The wait was mostly worth it. Draw- 
ing his initial inspiration from a Span- 
ish-speaking employee and her Eng- 
lish-translating daughter, Brooks de- 
veloped his culture-crossing explo- 
ration of mother-daughter bonds 
through conversations with as many 
as 18 Hispanic women at once. Less 
might have equaled more. A humane- 
ly comic drama, Spanglish suffers from 
a mild excess of plot. Spellbinding in 
her English-language debut, Paz Vega 
(like Penélope Cruz, but with talent) 
stars as “drop-dead crazy gorgeous” 
Flor, a Mexican immigrant seeking a 
better life for her daughter Cristina 
(Shelbie Bruce). As housekeeper fot 
Bel Air belle of neuroses Deborah 
Clasky (Téa Leoni, struggling with an 
unsympathetic role) and her family 
Flor experiences all the drama you'd 
expect from a Brooks film. Third-act 
complications have her romantically 
inclining toward the “best chef in the 
US,” Clasky patriarch John (Adam 
Sandler, channeling Albert Brooks); 
this builds to an emotional climax that 
risks the audience’s allegiance to the 
sharply observed characters. Even if 
they’re occasionally unpleasant, some 
risks are worth taking. (135m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Harvard Square 
(opens Saturday), Circle, suburbs 


(Terms of 


* * x THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (2004). 
Nickelodeon's SpongeBob SquarePants 
program never insults the intelligence of 
its audience, and that’s a major reason 
for its all-ages appeal — that and the 
contagious giddy goofiness of 
SquarePants and his pals. And if there’s 
any doubt that the cartoon attracts more 
than the under-10 set, a glance at the 
bands on the feature-length film’s sound- 
track — Wilco, the Flaming Lips, the 
Shins, Motérhead, Ween, and Avril Lavi- 
gne — will prove that kids aren’t the only 
ones who find Bikini Bottom a cool place 
to be. The TV show delivers more laughs 
per half-hour than the movie, which also 
is directed by the show’s creators, Sherm 
Cohen and Stephen Hillenburg. But the 
perfect timing and the self-aware absurd- 
ity translate to the big screen. The story 
is a classic quest: Plankton, in an effort 
to detour business from the Krusty Krab 
to the Chum Bucket, steals King Nep- 
tune’s crown and blames Mr. Krabs 
SpongeBob and his puffy starfish pal 
-atrick set off to retrieve the crown from 
the distant, dangerous Shell City. They’re 
aided by Princess Mindy (the sweet- 
voiced Scarlett Johansson) and threat- 
ened by the evil sea cowboy Dennis 
(Alec Baldwin) as well as other under- 
water thugs. In an age of animated raz- 
zle-dazzle, SpongeBob will remind you of 
pre-digital Saturday mornings. (90m) 
Copley Place, Fenway (Friday only), West 
Newton, Somerville Theatre (opens Satur- 
day), Arlington Capitol (opens Saturday), 
suburbs 

“STOOGE-O-RAMA.” It’s their 70th 
anniversary, and Columbia Pictures has 
struck new 35mm prints of some of 
their best shorts for this tribute pro- 
gram. You know who you are. Sunday 
through Thursday at the Brattle 


T 
**x*xTARNATION (2004). Mania is 
hell. And to watch Jonathan Caouette’s 
agonizing documentation of his and his 
mother’s mental illness is to live through 
it with them. Combining Super 8 
footage that Caouette started shooting 
at 11 with family photos, clips from cult 
movies and ’80s TV, and a soundtrack 


that’s mellow and melancholy, this 
nightmarish portrait of abuse and insan- 
ity makes you feel as if you were flipping 
through a scrapbook on acid. The deliri- 
um of images and effects tells the story 
of Caouette’s mother, Renee, a child 
model subjected to numerous rounds of 
shock therapy who spends her life in 
and out of Texas institutions. It’s an af- 
fectionate, affecting ode. But the story 
belongs more to Caouette himself. He 
created the film using Apple’s iMovie — 
emphasis on the “i.” Tarnation is not so 
much documentary as it is cinematic 
memoir, an account, for the most part 
resisting self-indulgence, of Caouette’s 
seemingly unbearable life as he witness- 
es the rape of his mother, spends time in 
abusive foster homes, grows up gay in a 
backward Texas town, gets diagnosed 
with depersonalization disorder, and 
lives as though he were in a dream. He 
turns the camera on himself perhaps to 
make his life more real, perhaps to make 
sense of all the chaos. (88m) Coolidge 
Corner (Saturday through Thursday). 


U 

***xAN UNFINISHED SYMPHONY 
(2001). Filmed in austere black-and- 
white, Bestor Cram & Mike Majoros’s 
one-hour documentary looks back at 
Vietnam and the anti-war resistance. 
Footage of the 1971 protest in which 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War r 
traced Paul Revere’s ride backwards, by 
walking from Concord to Boston, is 
scored with Gorecki’s Symphony No 
and peppered with commentary from 
historians like Howard Zinn. Intercut 
with chilling footage from Southeast 
Asia and textual accounts of the atroci 
ties committed there, An Unfinished Sym- 
phony is harrowing. But the film’s point 
is to draw a parallel between these 
scruffy vets and the long history of dis- 
sent in the commonwealth, from the 
Minutemen through Thoreau. The most 
powerful moment comes when newly re- 
turned vet John Kerry tells Congress, 
“How do you ask a man to be the last 
man to die in Vietnam? How do you ask 
a man to be the last man to die for a mis- 
take?” (60m) Thursday at the West End 
Branch Library 


Vv 

**xVERA DRAKE (2004). Whether 
you think Mike Leigh’s Vera Drake is the 
dour kitchen-sink realist’s latest master- 
piece (it won the Golden Lion at Venice) 
or a case of self-parody depends on your 
take on a scene near the end. It’s holiday 
time in the dank London of 1950, and 
Vera (jack-o’-lantern-faced Imelda 
Staunton), out on bail after her arrest 
for performing illegal abortions, faces a 
chilly reception at the family dinner 
table. After all the acid silences, averted 
eyes, and not-so-veiled accusations, son- 
in-law Reg (Eddie Marsan), newcomer 
to the clan, takes a chocolate and says 
that this is the best Christmas he’s ever 
had. And who’s to argue? Leigh’s post- 
war, pre-boom period setting exudes in- 
justice, pathos, and helplessness, and 
the victimized look on with either slack- 
jawed, non-comprehending despair or 
grinning, non-comprehending benevo- 
lence. The latter expression belongs to 
Vera, the saintly matriarch of a sturdy 
working-class family who has been 
“helping girls in trouble” with her sy- 
ringe and cheese grater. Her service has 
continued for years free of charge and 
no one’s the wiser until one client al- 
most dies, whereupon Vera spends the 
rest of the movie crying. That's feminism 
Mike Leigh style, and his manipulative 
tract is more condescending than com 
passionate. (125m) West Newton 


Ww 
*WHAT THE #$*! DO WE 
KNOW!? (2004). ‘The cliché’d title is 
supposed to express wonderment, but 
the only thing this loose documentary 
about quantum physics will make you 
say “What the #$*!” about is the shod- 
dy job it does of illuminating its subject 
Highbrow jargon, platitudes, and exis- 
tential technobabble spew across the 
screen from expert talking heads as the 
topic bounces from possibility to densi- 
ty of matter to alternate reality and, 
eventually, God and sex. The most “un- 
real” segments, however, are the enact- 
ments of the principles dramatized in 
the banal daily doings of Amanda (Mar- 
lee Matlin, the deaf actress who won a 
Best Actress Oscar for Children of a Less- 


er God back in 1986), a hard-working 
photographer who spends the entirety 
of the film looking perplexed and belea- 
guered. Most of the vignettes are so 
woeful, they’re laughable; a few rise to 
the level of inadvertent camp. The best 
you can do is think of What the #$*! as 
an ersatz redux of Errol Morris’s A Brief 
History of Time (1991). It seems direc- 
tors William Arntz, Betsy Chasse, and 
Mark Vicente felt that some brazen sex 
and a riotous Polish wedding might fur- 
ther clarify the arcane concepts. They 
don't. (111m) Somerville Theatre (Fri- 
day only), Arlington Capitol. 
***k*xTHE WIZARD OF OZ (SING- 
ALONG) (1939). This is the sing- 
along version of one of the screen's in- 
delible fantasies. Victor Fleming’s adap- 
tation of L. Frank Baum’s classic some- 
how manages — in all its wonderful ex- 
cess — to transcend kitsch. Of course 
its not all sweetness and innocence. 
Just consider those twisters languidly, 
inexorably lolling across the Kansas 
grayness, the phallic funnels looming 
over the closed, womblike shelter of the 
storm cellar. The macabre spectacle of 
the Wicked Witch of the East’s feet, 
robbed of their Ruby Slippers, shrivel- 
ing up under Dorothy's house. Or the 
Winged Monkeys, their formations 
filling the sky like a cross between 
Goya’s Sleep of Reason and the Luft- 
waffe. Then you'll want to ask yourself 
how Dorothy’s quest with her three 
needy, dysfunctional friends (Kansas 
farmhands metamorphosed into types 
of their own inadequacy) relates to cur- 
rent pop-psychological issues of em- 
powerment and passive aggression. Is 
the film a Freudian, feminist, or Marxist 
allegory? Is Oz merely Kansas trans- 
formed by Dorothy’s libidinous wish 
fulfillment (she is, after all, the 16-year- 
old Judy Garland) and early Technicol- 
or? Is the man behind the curtain a 
metaphor for the dubious magic of the 
motion-picture industry itself? Certainly 
the final revelation is indisputable: real- 
ity doesn’t matter as much as image, 
and illusion is as effective as truth if you 
believe in it, even if only for 101 min 
utes of screen time. Sunday through 
Thursday at the Arlington Regent 
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“Tons Of Fun For Everyone.” 





ON VHS & DVD 


yg yywonn 


AVAILABLE 





EXP 


100,000 


MOVIES ON DVD & VIDEO 
DAVIS SQUARE 


238 Elm St. | Somerville 


617-625-4900 
PORTER SQUARE 


1740 Mass Ave. | Cambridge 


Disney Enterprises, Inc. 


Ry) 
y 


( 


617-497-2001 


TWIN CITY PLAZA 


14 McGrath Highway | Somerville 


617-628- 


CENTRAL SQUARE 


765 Mass Ave. | Cambridge 


her 


“WOME ENTERTAINMENT 





617-864-8400 


www.hollywoodexpressvideo.com 
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TREX Your Festival. Your Tradition. Your New Year. 






GUIDE TO FIRST NIGHT 2005 





Wentworth 


€ specialize in one thing— preparing people for 
professional careers in technology. Because we have 
kept this focus for almost a century, Wentworth is highly 
respected by industry leaders throughout the northeast. 
With hands-on learning, experienced faculty, great reputation, 
cutting-edge information and a supportive community, Wentworth 
prepares you for the technology of tomorrow. 


Bachelor of Science Degree Programs Certificate Programs In 


Architecture & Construction ¢ AutoCAD™ One Year Certificate 


Computer Information Systems * Facilities Management ae 
Electomechanical and Mech. Design Professional Land Surveying 
Electronics and Telecommunications Professional Web Development 


Engineering Technology 
Project Management é New 3 Walter Morse, Technical Specialist, The Gillette Company, Boston, MA 


Associate in Applied Science, Mech. Design Tech. 1997, Bachelor of Science, Project Management, 1999 


Now Enrolling for Spring. 
Classes begin January 15th “I wouldn't be where I am righ now—the job, 


Call for an appointment with an admissions counselor A A . 
the house, the level of satisfaction with my 


or e-mail foleyp @wit.edu 


Professional and Continuing Studies fi) \ 100 Years of Leadership in Technology 2 Tee Fi ke. b, M 

cal junbicaecians Se Wentworm life — if it weren’t for my education. 
FOUNDED st institute of Technology ” 

Online at www.wit.edu LOO Wentworth truly gave me my career. 


BETS Camera 617-965-1240 


249 Walnut Street Newtonville, MA 02460 = Serving New England for 30+ Years 
Nikon. N80 | 


Engineered to Exhilarate 


FREE 
EPSON R200 Printer 


$99 - $99 rebate with D70 7 
é N80 Body w/ Nikkor 28-100 lens 
ssanned bt eiinclegy i opines acsaa » Fast autofocus with Automatic Focus Tracking 
Vv C : 
* High-speed image processing and big buffer Nikon ri — pees. ein 4 Matrix, Center-Weighted 
Seven digital Vari-Programs Nikon... auTonizeD and Spot metering systems 
re a onanee? : ae of Field Preview Contro! 


™ Nikon Inc. limited warranty included Product and lens sold 


~ — coer 


jt A t CAMERA 
a ae 2 


Prol SI = ‘ 


‘The First of the PowerShot Pro Line LY , “ir Photography Without Limits 


with 8 Megapixels and 7x Optical Zoom 5 : 
4 Megapixel, 3x Opt/3.6x Dig Zoom Canon's superior quality L Lens built into ; ; 
14 Made command Dial the camera body for fast 28-200mm 3.2 Megapixel, 10x Optical Zoom lens * High-performance Digital SLR with 6.3 Megapixel CMOS Sensor and Canon's exclusive 
Exclusive Canon DiGiC Imaging +12 EOS-based shooting modes, Exclusive optical image Stabilizer. DIGIC imaging Processor. 
Processor with iSAPS Technology Enhanced Super Macro Mode DV-quality VGA continuous movie recording * High-speed, wide-area 7-point AF with superimposed focusing points. 
* 12 shooting modes including 6 PIC (Programmed Image Control) modes. 


* Compact and lightweight body with ergonomic design and control layout. 
Other Canon Powershot Cameras * Compatible with more than 50 EF Lenses, EF-S Lens and most EOS system accessories 


also available: including EX-series Speedites, 
Canon Powershot SD200 $299.95 | © Direct Print capability with PictBridge-compatible printers plus Exif Print and DPOF 
Canon PowershotS500 $399.95 a4 
. High-performance Dighal SUA with Gxckushve $2 Mega Canon Powershot A75 $199.95 Purchase a D.Rebel Kit & a 75-300 IS USM for $1449 
Canon CMOS Sensor and DiGiC |! Image Processor s ¥ Canon Powershot A95 $349.95 Recieve $230 in mail in rebates = final cost $1219 
, 1 + Outstanding speed at 5 fps for up to 23 consecutive frames (JPE Canon Powershot SD20 In stock! : Cas ae paoarts So Aan ca 
ye 5 Canon | USA Limited warranty eee ; lt a OT Z ; 
VOID MALL & CHAIN STORE HASSLE........ 
WY on 
N ew tony ille Ca amera 61 7 965- 1240 Newtonville Camera has been serving New Englands’ photographic community 


Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm Wed 9am-8pm Sat 9am-5pm for the past 30 years. We encourage you to come re-discover a traditional full 
service photo store. This year, skip the mall headaches. 


Shop with confidence at Newtonville Camera 
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FROM FIRST NIGHT, INC. 


Welcome to First Night 2005, the 29" edition of our first-in-the-world celebration of the arts. Every year, Boston welcomes the New Year by bringing people together to transform the city into a magical festi- 


Welcome to 











val of cultural expression, reflecting the diversity and creativity of the community. 


First Night's Neighborhood Network best exemplifies First Night's mission. Qur community arts and outreach program sends artists into the neighborhoods to work with over 1,500 young people each year. 
Their work becomes part of First Night, much of it showcased in the Grand Procession, unifying communities through creativity, imagination and participation. Thats what First Night is all about. 


You may have heard some news recently about the financial challenges First Night is facing. The past few years have been difficult for us and other worthy non-profits struggling to survive in an economic cli- 
mate in which public and private support has dwindled. First Night is made possible by the support of foundations, corporations, the City of Boston, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and people like you. The 
purchase of a First Night button helps to support the artists and the community groups we work closely with throughout the year to produce all of the art you see today. Beyond that, any donation you can 


make is greatly appreciated. 


Fust Nicht 200c! 


On behalf of everyone at First Night, we thank you for your support, and wish you a happy, healthy New Year! 


We would like to specifically acknowledge the support of the City of Boston and Mayor Menino. Without the Mayor and all of the City departments who support us, First Night would not exist. 


Geri Guardino 
Executive Director 


Edwin P. Tiffany 


The Fit Night. Button 


Chair, Board of Directors 


YOUR BUTTON PURCHASE HELPS TO MAKE ALL THIS HAPPEN 


A First Night button is your ticket to an entire day of entertainment, featuring the best in music, dance, theatre, visual arts, film and more. Over 250 performances, exhibitions and workshops are featured at over 


30 venues in Boston. Proceeds from button sales support First Night's mission to use the arts to unify the community through creativity 


First Night is proud to have Deborah Huacuja’s piece, “Libertad” serve as the inspiration for this year’s button and program guide design. Huacuja, a Roxbury resident, is a Mexican painter who grew up a few 
blocks from La Casa Azul, the former home of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. Huacuja’s work has been described as telling stories of strong women. For more information about Huacuja, 


visit www. firstnight.org. 


First Night 2005 buttons cost $15 (children under 4 free) and are on sale at the locations listed below, and www.firstnight.org. Thanks to these area 


organizations, the First Night button has value through March 2005. 


Button Bonu, 





Thanks to the following institutions, First Night buttons have added value through March 2005. SAVE YOUR BUTTON and show it at these locations for valuable 


special offers and discounts. 


BLUE MAN GROUP /CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 

(617) 426-6912 . www.blueman.com 

Present your button at the Charles Playhouse 

box office and receive a free gift with the 

purchase of a fullprice ticket to ony week day performance January? - March 31, 2005, while 
supplies last. 

BOSTON BALLET 

www.bostonballet.org 

Boston Ballet has a brand new production of The Nutcracker at The Colonial Theatre this hol 
day season. Receive $5 off the New Year's Eve performance on Friday, December 31 at noon 
Just show your button at the Box Office of The Colonial Theatre or The Opera House to receive 
your discount. Good on tickets $25-S80. One ticket per button, not to be combined with any 
other, in-person only at the Box Office 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

(617) 266-1200 . www.bso.org 

Receive a 15% discount to Boston Symphony Orchestra performances at Symphony Holl in 
January 2005, excluding January 13, 14, and 15. Based on availability. 

CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS/LA CASA DE LA CULTURA 

(617) 927-1730 . www.clboston.org 

Present your First Night button at Bemibé, Boston's best-kept secret for Latin Dancing, for $2 off 
the admission price through March 2005. Located at the Jorge Hemandez Cultural Center at the 
Center for Latin Arts. 
THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 

(617) 426-8855 . www.bostonkids.org 
Receive half-price admission to the Museum 
on New Year's Day and receive $1.00 off regular admission price through January 2005. Not 
volid with any other discounts. 


DISCOUNTS WITH YOUR BUTTON 


COOLIDGE CORNER MOVIE THEATRE 

(617) 734-2500 . www.coolidge.org 

Receive a free small popcorn per each First Night button holder during the month of January 
2005 


FRANKLIN PARK ZOO 

(617) 541-/0N . www.zoonewengland.com 

Receive a free child admission with a paying adult when you present your button from December 
15, 2004-January 15, 2005 


ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM 

(617) 566-140]. www.gardnermuseum.com 

Free admission to the public on January 1, 2005 for “Frank Hatch First Day Free.” $2.00 off 
admission with o First Night 

button January 2 — March 31, 2005 

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM 

1 (866) JEK-1960 . www fklibrary.org 

Button holders receive $1.00 off adult admission through March 2005 

THE MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 

(888) 222-3711 

www. marybakereddy. org 

Receive 20% off Mapparium exhibit admission with First Night button from January 2 
— March 31, 2005. Closed Mondays 


OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 

(617) 482-6439 

www oldsouthmeetinghouse. org 

Receive free admission from December 15, 2004 — January 15, 2005 and 20% off member- 
ship through December 31, 2004 


Show your First Night button and receive the following special offers ond discounts! December 3751 2004 ONLY: 


BOSTON CELTICS 

www. celtics.com 

Start your First Night festivities early with Pure Basketball excitement as your Boston Celtics 
take on the Washington Wizards at the FleetCenter at 3pm on 12/31. First Night button 
holders will save over 50% on select tickets. To purchase your tickets, please visit the 
FleetCenter Box Office between the hours of 11am and 7pm daily and show your First Night 
button. The discount details are as follows: $40 seats will be discounted to $19 (balcony) and 
$60 seats will be discounted to $30 (lower level). Offer valid at the Box Office only. 


Button Sale Location, 


MAJOR RETAILERS 

(participating locations) 

 Shaw’s Supermarkets/Star Market 

© Tedeschi Food Shops/Li’l Peach/Store 24 
ADDITIONAL RETAILERS 

© AAA Southern New England 

© Borders Books & Music” 

© Bostix at Copley Square 

© Bostix at Faneuil Hall 


THE GARAGE AT 100 CLARENDON STREET 

www. 100clarendon.com 

Button holders will receive a flat rate of $9 (a savings of $19 off the regular price) for garage 
parking on December 31, 2004 only. 


December 1 through December 31, 2004 (except as noted). For a complete list of locations visit www. firstnight.org. 


© Boston Common Visitor Information Center 
© The Boston Park Plaza Hotel 


© Boston Bruins Pro Shop 
at the Fleet Center 


© The Children’s Museum 

© City Hall Plaza (December 31 only) 

© Code 10 

© Coolidge Comer Movie Theatre 

© Comer of Arlington and Boylston Streets (December 31 only) 
© Curious George and Friends 


OLD STATE HOUSE MUSEUM / 
THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY 
617) 720-1713 . www.bostonhistory.org 
Receive two-for-one admission to the Old State House Museum through March 2005. Groups and 
events on March 5, 2005 excluded 
THE OTIS HOUSE MUSEUM 
(617) 227-3956 
www. HistoricNewEngland.org 
Receive half off regular admission for a guided tour of the Otis House, December 2004 — March 
2005 
RACING AMERICA 
(508) 698-6300 . www.racingamerica.com 
Present your button at Racing America and receive a free monthly racing license during the 
month of January and February 2005. Valid only with Arrive and Drive racing 
SHEAR MADNESS /CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 
617) 426-5225 . www.shearmadness.com 
Receive $5.00 off tickets for any Shear Madness performance in January 2005. Subject to 
availability. Discount must be mentioned at time of purchase. Blackout dates apply — please 
check when ordering. No double discounts 


© Faneuil Hall Marketplace 

© Harvard Bookstore 

© Hynes Convention Center (December 31 only) 

© Institute of Contemporary Art 

© Isabella Stuart Gardner Museum 

© The Mary Boker Eddy Library 

© Museum of Fine Arts 

© New England Aquarium 

© (Old South Meeting House 

© Old State House Museum/The Bostonian Society 

































































© The Otis House Museum 


© Park Street T Station 
(December 31 only) 


© Prudential Center Visitor Kiosk 
© South End Video 
® Tillinger’s Concierge, Inc 


* Present your First Night button 
at the Borders Boston Café on December 31", 2004 (open 7:00 am 
— 6:00 pm) and receive a 16 oz. hot chocolate for 25¢ 
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FISCAL YEAR 2005 


Contributors 
Fiscal Year 2005 

or received between April 1, 
2004 and December 9, 2004 
Fiscal Year 2005 contributions (April 1, 2004 - 
March 31, 2005) will be listed in their entirety in 
the First Night 2006 Program Guide. 


Leadership Donors 
$50,000+ 


oy ae 

The Boston Foundation 

Mayor Thomas M. Menino, City of Boston 
Frank Ward 


$20,000-$49,999 

Boston's Fourth of July Foundation, Inc. 

Nonnie and Rick Burnes 

Fleet Bank/Bank of America, Trustee of Perpetual 
Trust for Charitable Giving 


$10,000-$19,999 
Anonymous 

Charles Ansbacher 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 


$5,000- $9,999 

Alice W. Dorr Foundation 

Jan and Doug Beaven 

Theodore H. Cutler Family Charitable Trust 
The Chase Foundation 

Maureen Coffey and Eric Schwarz 

The Lynch Foundation 

a 's Office of Arts, Tourism and Special Events 
William E. and Bertha E. Schrafft Charitable 
Foundation 

Jeanne and Don Stanton 

State Street Corporation 


$2,500-$4,999 

Amy and Ethan d’Ablemont Burnes 
Clipper Ship Foundation, Inc 
Shannon Curry Green 

Ida and Royal B. Dunham Jr 

Laura B. Roberts and Ed Belove 
Suzie Tapson and Gordon Burnes 
Joan and Edwin Tiffany 


$1,000-$2,499 
The Barrington Foundation 
e Colonnade Hotel 
Irene M. Esteves 
First Church of Christ, Scientist 
Jeannette Gerald and Arnold Henderson 
Flizabeth C. Herberich 
Legal Sea Foods 
Boston Marriott Hotel, Cople 
Boston Marriott Hotel, Long Wharf 
Sidney and Esther Rabb Charitable Foundation 
The Ritz-Carlton, Boston 








The Boston Foundation 
A YS FOR COMMUNITY 


CAT 


(Noy! 








helping make your life easier 


HinckleyAllenSnyderu» 








Contributorr 


David Rockefeller, Jr. 

Allison Ryder and David Jones 
The Seaport Companies 
Sheraton Boston Hotel 

Kate and Ben Taylor 

TRP Sports and Entertainment 


$500-$999 

George W.W. Brewster Il! 
Diane and Joel Feldman 

Four Seasons Hotel 

Houghton Chemical Corporation 
Madeline and Dan Gregory 
— Hotel 

Kathleen and Frederick Schultz 
Gertrude Shelle 

Helen B. Spaulding 

Sven and Rosamond Vaule 


$250-$499 

15 Beacon Hotel 

Edye and Bob Baker 

Jonathan and Renee Brant 

Lenox Hotel/Copley Square Hotel 
Harron Ellenson 

Gill Fishman 

Mags Harries and Lajos S. Heder 
Mr. and Mrs. iy! Herman 
Hilton Boston Back Bay Hotel 
Jasper White's Summer Shack 
Kathleen McDermott and Bill Nigreen 
Kyra Montagu 

Harold |. Pratt 

Suzanne and Norman Priebatsch 
Karen and Michael Rotenberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Lionel B. Spiro 

Henry D. Tiffany III 

The Westin Hotel Copley Place 
Katherine B. Winter 


$1 bl 
David Abrams 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Arnold, Jr 
Commonwealth Co-operative Bank 
Melissa and William Curr 
lynne and George Fifield. 

rrie Friedman 
N.S. Gifford 
Hilary and John Hopkins 
Susan and James Jackson 
Marjorie Javan 
C. Bruce Johnstone 
Helen L. Johnstone 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Levy 
Richard Macchi 
Glenda and Don Mattes 
Sally Mayer 
The Midtown Hotel 
Toni and Jeff Musser, Serenity Yoga 
Eda and Leo Rabinovitz 


las 


KFA 


_ ww 


ThkeBOSTON 
PARK PLAZA 
HOTEL 


Pledged or received between April 1, 2004 and November 5, 2004 
Fiscal Year 2005 Contributions (April 1, 2004-March 31, 2005) will be listed in their entirety in the First Night 2006 Program Guide. 


Elisabeth Raleigh 

Pat Rodgers 

Mrs. George R. Rowland 
Marie and David Scudder 
lynne and Peter Tanguay 
R.D. Treadwell 


$50-$99 

Eugenie Beal 

Nancy and — Calderwood 
Harold S. Crowley, Jr. 

Helena and J. Walter Freiberg 
Elin Harris 

Jill Herold 

Sandra W. Jones 

Peter Karon 

Sue and Paul Kilrain 

Don and Anne Louise Luquer Clinton 


$25-$49 
Charnele, Kathryn, Jessica, Sarah, Julia and the 


Gang. 

Ann Feinman 

Blanca and Christopher Fincham 
Frederick L. Johnston, Jr. 
Brenda Payne Luquer 

Evelyn and |. Bob Roll 

Netty and Maurice Vanderpol 


Event Sponsors 

The Boston Foundation 

The Boston Globe 

The Boston Park Plaza Hotel 
oo Phoenix 


Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Hinkley Allen Snyder LLP 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
Massachusetts Convention Center Authority 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino, City of Boston 
Racing America 

Shaw's Supermarkets/Star Market 

Tedeschi Food Shops/ Li'l Peach/Store 24 
WXRV The River 92.5FM 


Event Supporters 

AAA Seater Now England 

AirAd, Inc. 

American Express Financial Advisors 
American Red Cross 
ArisBoston/Bostix 

— McCutchen 

Borders Books & Music 

Dunkin’ Donuts 

The bap at 100 Clarendon Street 
Shops and Restaurants at City Place 
State Street Corporation 

The = Playground 

Wall US 


S ecial Mention 


We acknowledge and gratefully accept the generous support 
of the following major sponsors: 


Boston. 


America's Walking City. 
THEHYNES CONVENTION CENTER 


GREATER 


BOSTON 


CONVENTION 
& VISITORS 
BUREAU 


America’s Walking City 


THE 


The Boston Globe Phoenix 


market 


S AT LAW 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AUTHORITY 


Ushaws Stary [Teesshi. FF 





In-Kind Gifts & Artist Services 

Boston Artist Association 

Deborah Huacuja 

Anna McCort 

Old South Brass, Organ & Timpani Ensemble 


The Puppeteers’ Cooperative 
RAW ART 7 
Clara Wainwright 


Cultural Partners 
Blue Man Group 
Boston Ballet 
Boston Interfaith Clergy Group 
Boston Public Library 
Broadway in Boston 
pasos Srphony Orch 
oston ony Orchestra 
Boys ol Gris Cub 
The Center for Latino Arts 
Charles Playhouse 
The Children’s Museum 


joud Place 
The Consulate General of Israel to New England 
Coolidge Corner Movie Theatre 
The First Church of Christ, Scientist 


- Franklin Park Zoo 


Institute of Contemporary Art 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
John F. Kennedy Library & Museum 
King’s one 

The Mary Baker Eddy Library 
Museum of Fine Arts 

Museum of Science 

New England Aquarium 
Northeastern University 

Old South “eon House 

Old State House Museum/The Bostonian Society 
Old West Church 

The Otis House Museum 

Shear Madness 

St. Paul's Cathedral 

Wheelock Family Theatre 

USS Constitution Museum 


Food Donations 

Maggione' Little Ital 

McCormick & Schmick's 

ag, sne Co. 

PF. Chang's China Bistro 

Shaw's — Market 
Souper Salad 


igo 
Vinny T’s of Boston 


Ice Carving 

Donald a DC Ventures 

Eric Fontecchio & Alfred Georgs/ Brookline Ice 
Company 

TADpole Playground 

Steven Rose and David Peterson/ Ice Effects 






Media Partners 
The Boston Banner 
The Boston Globe 
Boston Parents’ Paper 
The Boston Phoenix 


(B 

Sy sre 

WCRB Classical 102.5 FM 

WERS 88.9 FM “The Playground” 
WFNX 101.7 FM 

WGBH 89.7 FM 

WUMB 91.9 FM 

WXRV The River 92.5 FM 


Porki 
Boston — Garage - Mass. Convention 
Center Authority 

Center Plaza Gar 

Christian Science Plaza Parking Gevege 
Copley Place Central Garage - Simon 
Malls/Denison Parking, Inc. 

The Garage at 100 Clarendon Street 
Motormart Garage 

Prudential Center Garage 

Radisson Hotel Garage 


Printing and Design 


Copy Cop 

Nable Ford Productions 
ProPrint 

Star Printing Corp. 
Uni-Graphic, Inc. 
Vantage Graphics 


Production and Promotion Materials and 
Services 

The Bayside Expo and Conference Center 
Beacon Capital Porters, LLC 

Boston Duck Tours 

Boston Fourth of July Foundation 

The Boston Park Plaza Hotel 

Boston Properties 

The Boston Renaissance Charter School 
Broadway in Boston 

Co Properties Management, Inc. 

(BS4 

mi 

DC Rentals 

Eastern Tow Boat 

Exposé Signs 

Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel 

Four Seasons 

Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau 


Han i, louse 
High vow Inc. 
Historic Trolley Tours of America, Inc./Old Town 
Iotey Tours of Boston 

The Hynes Convention Center 

Hyster New England 

fron Mountain 
The Lenox Hotel 


MassAV 

7 may Convention Center Authority 

i ansportation 

Regis Medi Servis 

Paul Robicheau 

PODS / Portable On Demand Storage 

a Transportation : jon Services 

we 

Zambelli internationale, Inc. 

ay me Event ae 
Beston Park Plaza Ho’ 

The Colonial Theatre 

Grafton Street Pub & Grille 


The Jurys Boston Hotel 
The Parkman House 


ial Thanks - Gty of Boston 
ior Thomas M. Menino 


The ’s Offic 

pag td “ Management Agency 
Boston Fire 

Boston Parks and Recreation 


peer 

Heath ond Hospi Energon Metal eri 
lospit ices 

Inspectional Services Deere 

Mayor's Office of Arts, Tourism and Special Events 

Mayor's Office of Consumer Affairs and Licensing 

Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services 

Pr Management 

Public Facilities 

Public Works Department 


And Thanks To 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Governor Mit! 
Romne 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 


Helpful Tip, €&~ Précticalitie, 


PLAN AHEAD 


Design your own First Night! 1's impossible to see everything, so pick a few per- 
formonces and plon bock-up options, in case your first choice is full, Visit www-first- 
night.org ond click on the “New Yeor’s Festival page to create a personal First 


Night itinerary. 
GET AN EARLY START 


Very limited parking is avilable o the following lots ond gorages: “The Official 
Parking Garage of First Night“ ~ the Garage at 100 Clarendon Street, Boston 
Common Goroge, Center Plaze Garoge, City Place/ Transportation Building, Copley 


Place Central Garage, the Motor Mart Gorage, Museum of Sdence, Museum of Fine 
, 4vts, Prudential Center Garage, the Radisson Hotel Gorage ond other sites in the 
Back Boy and downtown. Use of public transportation is strongly recommended. 


Admission to performances is firstcome, first-served. vents begin at scheduled times 


and venues are cleared between performances. There is no reserved seating. Lote 
admission is ot the discretion of site management, Allow ample time to travel 


between locations. 

BE COMFORTABLE AND CONSIDERATE MBIA Telephone information 
For comfort at indoor ond outdoor locations, wear layers and shoes suitable for Center at 617-222-3200. 
walking. Many events are located in places of worship, so please show proper ROAD CLOSINGS 


respect. Food, beverages and smoking are not permitted ot sites unless otherwise 
posted. Massachusetts General Law prohibits public consumption of liquor, Those 
found in violation of the law are subject to arrest. 


as, EF 


Many programs ore interpreted in American Sign Language (see event listings 


for detoils). 


Avoid traffic and parking hassles by toking public tronsportotion. Details on sched- 
ules and special holiday service ore avaiable ot wwww.mbta.com, or by caling the 


Roads are closed at the discretion of the Boston Police based on pedestion traffic 


flow. Boylston Street, Dartmouth Street and Charles Steet (between Boylston and 
Beacon Streets) are closed beginning at 4:00 pm for the Grand Procession. Atlantic 


For TTY access in Massachusetts, dial 711 or 1-800-439-0183. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 


All officio First Night sites ore wheelchoir accessible, except the small screening 
room ot Coolidge Corer Movie Theatre and The Boston Park Plaza Terrace Room. 


RESTROOM LOCATIONS 


Restroom facilities are focated at Arlington ond Boylston Streets, on the Boston 


Common (on the footpath by the Park Rangers Station and the comer of Charles 
and Beacon Streets), City Holl Plaza, Copley Square ond the Shops ot Prudential 


Center. 


EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 


FNNN = 


Boston £MS cugments its normal deployment, adding extra personnel for First 
Night. EMTs and Poramedics are stationed throughout the city in ambulances, 
aboard boats and mountain bikes to ensure a safe evening for everyone. In amy 
medical emergency, call 9-1-1. Boston EMS will also operate two fixed 


Medical /Lost Children Stotion. The locations are: 


@?- 


— Hynes Convention Center from 1:00-11:00 pm, Room 105. 
— Boston Common on the comer of Charles Steet and Beacon Street from 1:00 


pm-] 2:00 am. 
LOST CHILDREN 


Lost children should be reported to 9-1-1, or the nearest police offices. Lost 
Children Centers ore located ot the Hynes Convention Center ftom 1:00-11:00 pm Map a 
ond at the Boston EMS Medical/Lost Children Station on the Boston Common 


from 1:00 pm-12:00 om 


WEATHER 


Fitst Night programming takes place regardless of weather conditions. Programs 
are subject to change. Buttons are nonrefundable 


ee eee 





Sculpture 


Avenue ond adjoining streets will be dosed later in the evening for the midnight fire- 
works. 


SYMBOL KEY 


EF = American Sign Longuage 
Symbol directly follows time of interpreted pro- 


First Night’s 

Neighborhood Network Symbol 
indicates programs by Neighborhood 
Network participants. 


Cultural Partner symbol 
Symbol indicated programs by Cultural 
Partners. 


= Button sale location 


Event location as shown 
on map 


Festival Highlight 
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HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 
Map No. 7 


Exhibit Hall B 

The Enchanted Village 

Presented by the City of Boston 

Mayor Thomas M. Menino 

A magical, animated miniature recreation 
of a tur-of-the-century New England village 
populated by animated figures, teddy bears 
and animals. Free to button holders 
1:00-5:00pm 


Room 100 

Sponsored by WFNX 101.7FM 

and The Boston Phoenix Pnx ariix 
Japanese Anime sara oc 
Back by popular demand! The New England 
Anime Society, convention organizers of Anime 
Boston, present the best in old and new 
Japanese animation. For a detailed film sched- 
ule, go to www.firstnight.org. 

1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm, 3:30-4:1 5pm, 
4:45-5:30pm 

Room 101 

Irene Smalls 

“Get the Rhythm!” 

Storyteller Irene Smalls takes children on 

an interactive multicultural journey through 
1950's Harlem and Boston’s South End. Hear 
about the scary “Jack Muh Lantern” and other 
tales based on African-American folk legends 
1:15-2:00pm, 2:30-3:1 5pm 69 

Room 102 

Judith Black 

“Once Upon A Winter Day” 

From the ancient tales of good overcoming evil 
to our modern lives reflected in humor and 
irony, these tales for the entire family will 
draw you in, have you clapping and singing, 
and leave you a little bit transformed 
1:15-2:00pm€, 2:30-3:1 5pm, 3:45-4:30pm 
Room 103 

Rosalba Solis 

This solo workshop performance celebrates 
Indigenous Aztec, Mayan as well as Latin 
American music, dance, drama and folklore 
The audience is taken on a bilingual tour of 
the Americas. 

1:00-1:45pm, 2:00-2:45pm ©F , 3:15-4:00pm 
Room 104 

Rohin Khemani 

“Rhythm with Recyclables” 

Discover rhythms from around the world 

with drums, shakers and percussion from the 
recycling bins. Bring your own creations and 
add to the fun! 

1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm, 3:30-4:1 5pm 
FNNN 

Room 106 

Brother Blue, storyteller 

Participating in his 29° First Night, this 
beloved Cambridge storyteller sets Romeo and 














Juliet in the inner city and King Lear among the 
ranks of the homeless, in an attempt to broad- 
en the visions of young audiences 
1:45-2:30pm 64, 3:00-3:45pm 

Room 112 

Dinosaur Exploratorium! 

Large dinosaurs on display in a relaxed 

setting, where Dinoman’s own children will dis- 
cuss and display the family’s recent Wyoming 
discoveries. Those with a keen interest in 
these beasts can check out Hadrosaur and 
Triceratop bones, which will be available to see 
and touch! 
1:00-4:00pm 
Secon Leve. 4 

Auditorium :Wers 


Sponsored by WERS “The Playground” 


bag Rosen & F 

For thirty years, Gary Rosen, formerly of 
Rosenshontz fame and a children’s music 
pioneer, has entertained millions of children 
and parents throughout the United States with 
his imaginative and witty style of music and 
humor. Performance will include “Teddy Bear's 
Picnic.” BYOB (Bring Your Own Bear!) 
1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm 

Fuerza International 

“Journey Through Dance” 

Visit the lands of Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic, Colombia and Venezuela in this jour- 
ney through dance with young performers 
1:50-2:10pm, 3:05-3:25pm, 4:20-4:40pm 


FNNN 

Sponsored by WERS “The | # 

Zak Morgan ; 
Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Lok 
Morgan’s high-energy, interactive show will 
exercise imaginations, touch hearts and fickle 
funny bones, with songs and stories filled with 
humor, rich language, and clever word play. 
3:30-4:1 5pm, 4:45-5:30pm 
Exhibit Hall C 

Dinoman! 

He’s back! And Dinoman! is as wacky and 
clever as ever. Join Dinoman! and his trusty 
attack raccoon ‘Reflex’ on an unforgettable 
tour through the world of Dinosaurs. Fossils, 
the Mesozoic era, and dinosaur traits will all 
be explained 

1:00-1:45pm 69, 2:15-3:00pm 

City Stage 

City Stoge presents “Folktales East & West,” 
0 telling of three tales from the European, 
Chinese and Native American tradition 
Professional actors will interact with 
audience members to create a memorable 
First Night experience 

3:00-3:30pm EF, 4:15-4:45pm 


soe 
Named Boston Parents’ Paper Entertainer 


of the Year, his show is highly visual and 





features the dramatic and magical appearance 
of live animals 

3:30-4:1 5pm, 4:45-5:30pm 69 

“Family Art Fun” 

Workshop with Jen Flores 

Make glittery star wands, colorful crowns, 
glitzy masks and more! Ring in the New Year 
with art 

1:00-6:00pm FNNN 


Facial Expressions Workshop 
Imaginations run wild, as face painters 
transform faces into works of art! 
1:00-6:00pm 

Greater Boston Chinese Cultural 
Association Workshop 

Create decorative firecrackers, lanterns and 
dough figurines with the help of artists 
during the Family Festival 

1:00-5:00pm FNNN 

Kim Poler’s Art Party Workshop 
Get ready for the Grand Procession! Make 
stunning hats, tiaras, wands and other 
accessories with beads, sequins, and more 
1:00-6:00pm 

Sea Side Kites Workshop 

Have fun making your own kite and learning 
to fly it indoors at the Sea Side Kites’ 3 
annual First Night Indoor Kite Fly! 
1:00-5:00pm 

USS Constitution Museum Maritime 
Fun Workshop 

Make a signal flag necklace, get a Navy 
tattoo, handle objects used by sailors 

200 years ago, and sing along to 

“Sea Shanties.” 

1:00-5:00pm cP 


Strolling Artists 
Behind the Mask 
Violet the Clown 
1:00-6:00pm 
Exhibit Hall D 
Sponsored by the Boston Celtics e5 
Maximum Velocity 


A First Night favorite! This professional stunt 
team features the hottest riders and skaters 
performing X-ups and 360’s over ramps and 
undertakers and pelironis on flatland. Sound 
dizzying? It is! 

1:00-1:1 5pm, 2:30-2:45pm, 4:00-4:1 5pm 
The Skyriders 

This professional acrobatic trampoline team 
has won international and Olympic titles 
performing sky-high single, double and even 
triple twisting somersaults! They bounce with 


snow skis, snowboards, wakeboards and hula- 


hoops 

1:20-1:35pm, 2:50-3:05pm, 4:20-4:35pm 
Airborne Comedians 

These amazing comedians juggle outrageous 
objects such as lawn chairs, electric guitars, 


bird baths and more! 

1:40-2:30pm, 3:10-4:00pm, 4:40-5:30pm EF 
Room 200 

Vintage — Sisters in Harmony 
Workshop 

In this interactive workshop, Vintage and their 
trio of musicians make jazz thythms and 
bebop history fun and exciting 

1:30-2:1 5pm, 4:00-6:00pm 

Room 201 

North Bennet Street School 

Craft Workshop 

“First Night Memories” 

Moke and decorate your own journal 

with guides from the world-renowned 

North Bennet Street School, to collect your 
First Night memories 

2:00-4:00pm FNNN 

Room 202 

Wheelock Family Theatre Workshop 
The artist educators present creative dramatic 
workshops for the young (and old!) 
1:00-3:00pm CP FNNN 


Art of Black Dance & Music 

“Meet the African Diaspora” 

Since 1975, this group has been teaching chit 
dren and their families throughout New 
England. Join them and learn the true roots of 
hip hop sprung from the foundation of 
traditional African Dance 

3:00-5:00pm FNNN 

Room 206 

Gerwick Puppets 

Debussy’s Snowtlakes Are Dancing inspired 
this musical fantasy about the wintry dream of 
two children, with 30 whimsical puppets inter 
preting the music in this winter solstice cele- 
bration 

1:00-1:45pm 2, 2:15-3:00pm, 3:30-4:1 5pm 
Room 207 

Galapagos Puppets 

“The Banana Princess,” a 35-minute episode 
of the Chinese epic “Journey to the West” 
uses traditional Chinese puppets and 
choreography. The monk Tang and his 
magical disciples are travelling to India 

when their path is blocked by a blazing fire 
mountain. Best for ages 4 and up 

1:30-2:1 5pm, 2:45-3:30pm, 

4:00-4:45pm &9 

Room 208 

Poobley Greegy Puppet Show 

Using hand, rod, shadow and string puppets in 
1 unique mult-opening stage, Poobley 
Greegy’s carefully researched, creative shows 
feature dinosaurs, whales, elephants, Egypt, 
“Gulliver's Travels,” and “The Shoemaker and 
the Elves.” 

1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm 69 


Room 209 

Wayne Martin Puppets 

Wayne Martin uses parody, mime, dance, 
mask and musical theatre in presenting 

his various styles of puppetry. Full of comedy 
and pathos and set against a backdrop of dra- 
matic lighting and theatrical effects, 

this act is designed to have no age or 
language barrier 

1:00-1:30pm, 2:00-2:30pm &9, 3:00-3:30 
Room 210 

The B.J. Hickman Magic Show 
Family Festival favorite B.J. Hickman brings 
his audience participation magic show to 
Boston. After a busy year of performances 
from coast to coast, B.J. returns with his 
magic bunny and silly surprises for everyone 
1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm, 3:30-4:15 9 


Thigo Levet 
Ballroom Batiner 


Sponsored by the Boston Banner 
BalletRox 

“The Urban Nutcracker” 

Hip hop meets ballet in an interactive 
dance-off where everyone can join in! 
1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm FNNN 


The Mystic Chorale 

& Boston Children’s Chorus 
“Building Bridges” 

The choirs will build a bridge of music, 
surrounding the audience and engaging 
them in a celebration of song 

3:30-4:1 5pm, 4:45-5:30pm FNNN 


Room 306 

Rainbow Tribe 

“Tribe Vibe” 

Rainbow Tribe is known for its boundless ener 
gy, bold choreography, and great dancer: 


Founded on the notion that freedom, love, and 
equality can be brought about through the 


expression of dance, Rainbow Tribe is a diverse 


organization that represents these facets of 
harmony through humanity. The repertory com- 
bines the formalized beauty of refined dance 
styles with an urban flair 

1:00-1:45pm, 2:15-3:00pm 

Chu Ling Dance 

“Between East and West” 

The Academy returns to perform their 
combination of Chinese classical dance 

and Western dance movements 
1:50-2:10pm, 3:05-3:25pm, 4:20-4:40pm 
FNNN 


Behind the Mask Theatre 

“Once Upon A Time 

Imagine understanding the language of 
animals, sailing to exotic lands, or watching a 
dancing mermaid! Join this local theatre group 
for a program of traditional and original fairy 
tales told by captivating masked 

characters and accompanied by live music 





Family Fe,tival 


Suitable for children 6 and up 
3:30-4:1 5pm, 4:45-5:30pm 69 
Room 309 

Guy Mendilow 

The Consulate General of Israel 
to New England presents 

A participatory international event for the 
entire family! This multinational musician per- 
forms songs from his childhood roots as an 
Israeli citizen, interpreted through the eyes of 
0 global traveler 

1:45-2:30pm, 4:15-5:00pm cP 

Room 310 

Citizen Schools 

“Diversity Is Our Strength” 

Why are differences important? How does 
embracing them make us stronger? Come 
watch these amazing dance performances 

to find out! FNNN 


1:00-1:20pm: Phunk Phenomenon 


2:00-2:20pm: Grover Cleveland Middle School, 
Dorchester and Freedom House Dance 
Club, Roxbury and UMass Boston Dance 
Department 


3:00-3:20pm: Kimerer LaMothe 








David Parker & the Bang Group 


Additional Afierioon Pidgramming 


Mu.ric 
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CITY HALL PLAZA S Bible MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 


Map No. 35 @ Z 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino and Radio Disney's 
Jingle Jam present a very special New Year's 
gift to the families of Boston. Teen pop sensa- 
tion Aaron Carter, who has toured nationally 
with top headliners including the Backstreet 
Boys, will play a very special holiday concert 
from 11:30am - 2:30pm, City Hall Plaza. Also 
appearing are Jillian Wheeler and Jada. Stop 
by on the way to the Hynes Family Festival for 
this free show! 


FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH 
Map No. 14 


Project STEP 


Listen to the young music students of String 
Training, Educational Program for Students of 
Color as they share their talents and present 
the beauty of classical music. 

1:00-1:30pm, 2:00-2:30pm FNNN 


Boston City Singers 


Boston City Singers performs choral master- 
pieces in an artistic and joyful style. The reper- 
toire includes classical, medieval, traditional 
folk, jazz, Broadway, international and multi- 
cultural works. Through concerts and other 
activities, they serve as a musical resource and 
enrich the lives of their members, families, and 
community. Boston City Singers unites young 
singers of diverse ages and backgrounds 
through their study and performance of great 
choral music 
3:00-3:45pm_ 








14260 Map No.5 @ 


“New Notes” 


Hear some of Boston’s most talented young 
musicians perform in the spectacular Hall of 
Ideas. Part of the Library’s “New Notes” 
series 

3:00-4:30pm cP 


OLD SOUTH CHURCH 
Map No. 12 


Gregory Peterson: 
Meet the King of 


Instruments 

Hear the magnificence of Old South Church’s 
1921 E.M. Skinner pipe organ, played by the 
Old South Church’s Music Director 
3:30-4:00pm 


OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 
Map No. 27 @ 
Charlestown Chorale 


Come in from the cold and warm up to the 
sounds of the Charlestown Chorale! Local 
favorites will fill the hall with traditional and 
holiday tunes 
3:00-3:45pm_ CP 2 
OLD WEST CHURCH 
Map No. 24 

Family Christmas Sing- 
A-Long 

Audience members are invited to sing-ttong to 


a mixed bag of traditional Christmas songs 
a 











SHERATON BOSTON 

Map No. 8 

Republic Ballroom 
American Red Cross 


Blood Drive 


The American Red Cross hosts a Blood Drive, 
with local musicians from Berklee and activi 


ties for children! 
American 
he Red Cross 


9:00am-2:00pm 
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Filrn 

CLOUD PLACE 

Map No. 10 

Film series featuring the work of teen 
filmmakers from Raw Art Works of Lynn’s 
Real to Reel digital film program. Film 
showings on the hour with introductions 
by filmmakers. Co-sponsored by the Cloud 
Foundation 

2:00-4:30pm CP FNNN 


COOLIDGE CORNER MOVIE 
THEATRE 

Map No. 1 ® 

Sponsored by WFNX 101.7FM 

and The Boston Phoenix 


“First Night Film 
Festival” ix 


Curated by Connie White Avezetioe 
Art Cinema and Film Festival Programmer 
Connie White has chosen o delightful and 
engaging selection of new artfilms to 
ring in the new year. On the giant screen 
at the Coolidge Corner Movie Theatre, 
see featurelength 35mm sneak preview 
films ond arecpremieres, or opt for the 
selective and provocative new documer 
tories in the state-of-the art screening 
room. Titles and films are as follows 
(please note: schedule subject to change 
— check www firstnight.org for complete 
details). CP 





On The Big Screen: 


Noon: Looney Tunes Extravaganza 
Kids of all ages unite! See the timeless, 
classic, mischievous Bugs Bunny and his 
friends in this Looney Tunes spectacular 
on the Coolidge’s giant screen. 


2:15pm: Les Choristes 

This warm and melodious tribute to the 
power of music tells of a middle-aged 
music teacher who tokes a job at a 
boarding school full of rebels and 
orphans, and transforms them into a 
boy's choir extraordinaire. 


4:30pm: Travellers and Magicians 
From the acclaimed director of The Cup, 
this marvelous and magical new film 
from Bhutan weaves parallel fabledike 
tales about two men who seek to escape 
their mundane lives. 


In The Screening Room: 

“The Documentary Salon” 

1:00pm: Chisholm ‘72 

The inspirational story of America’s first 
African American congresswoman as well 
as the first African American and the first 
female to be seriously considered as a 
presidential candidate, is told with com- 
pelling contemporary interviews and the 
funky flair of the ‘70s. 

3:00pm: A League of Ordinary 
Gentlemen 

Four modern-day professional bowlers’ 
lives are interrupted when three retired 
Microsoft executives purchase their dying 
league. 











5:00pm: Born into Brothels 

This film chronicles the amazing transfor- 
mation of a group of children born and 
raised in Calcutta’s red light district when 
0 professional photographer gives the 
kids lessons and cameras, igniting latent 





MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
Map No. 2 ® 


Remis Auditorium 
Festival of International 


Short Films 


A perennial First Night favorite! A collection of 
recent short films from all over the world, 
curated by Bo Smith of the MFA, including: 


Le Cheval 2.1 

A man contemplates his essence in this hilari- 
ously absurd short. (U.K., 2003, 2 min 
Directed by Stephen Scot+Hayward and Alex 
Kirkland) 


| Love You 

This drama with a comic edge tells of a mod- 
ern, urban romance — but hasn't she found 
someone else? (USA, 2004, 9 min. Directed 
by Valerie Weiss) 


and many more! Visit www.firstnight.org 
for more information! 
12:15-1:00pm, 1:30-2:1 5pm, 2:45- 
3:30pm, 4:00-4:45pm CP 
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Event Locations _ 


ae peer Map No. 
Location 

MBIA: Line-Stop 

Capacity 


ARLINGTON STREET CHURCH .. 17 
351 Boylston Street 

Green-Arlington 

Capacity: 670 

BERKLEE PERFORMANCE 

PE cvcicehveiadeekenss 
136 Massachusetts Avenue 
Green-Hynes/ICA 

Capacity: 1200 

BOSTON COMMON .......... 21 


Green/Red-Park Street or Green-Boylston 
Outdoors 


BOSTON HARBOR .......... 3] 
Blue-Aquarium 
Outdoors 


THE BOSTON PARK PLAZA 
a eee 18 
Terrace Room 

64 Arlington Street 

Green-Arlington 

Capacity: 350 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY ..... i 
700 Boylston Street 


Green-Copley 
Capacity: 342 


THE CASTLE AT PARK PLAZA... 19 
Columbus Avenue at Arlington Street 
Green-Arlington 

Capacity: 1500 
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FIRST NIGHT EVENT LOCATIONS ON PAGE 14 
(TF) subway 


a Restroom Facilities 


tJ EMS/Lost Children 


| P Parking 





THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM .... 29 
300 Congress Street 

Red-South Station 

Capacity: 1000 


CITY HALL PLAZA........... 35 
Green /Blue-Government Center 
Outdoors 


CITY PLACE/TRANSPORTATION 
MEE sksescadtachecns 20 
115 Stuart Street 

Green-Boylston 

Capacity: 500 


0) ee 10 
647 Boylston Street 

Green-Copley 

Capacity: 500 

COOLIDGE CORNER MOVIE 
EE Nicaea ba dws 4s k eee 3 1 
290 Harvard Street, Brookline 

Green (Harvard Street 

Capacity: 590 


COPLEY SQUARE ........... 13 
Green-Copley 
Outdoors 


EMMANUEL CHURCH ........ 16 
15 Newbury Street 

Green-Arlington 

Capacity: 900 

FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH .. 14 
66 Marlborough Street 


Green-Copley 
Capacity: Sanctuary: 30, Auditorium: 200 


THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
CEE -Ab30-000beesandwes 9 
Christian Science Plaza 

175 Huntington Avenue 

Green E-Symphony 


FRANKLIN PARK ZOO ....... 34 
One Franklin Park Road 

Orange-Forest Hills+#16 bus 

Outdoors 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER ... 7 
900 Boylston Street 

Green-Hynes/ICA 

Capacity: Hall A: 3800, Hall B: 2800, 
Ballroom: 2700, Hall C: 3500, Auditorium: 
4000, Hall D: 3700, Room 100: 300, 
Room 101: 110, Room 102: 170, 

Room 103: 170, Room 104: 110, 

Room 106: 160, Room 112: 280, 

Room 200: 210, Room 201: 110, 

Room 202: 170, Room 206: 160, 

Room 207: 180, Room 208: 180, 

Room 209: 90, Room 210: 280, 

Room 306: 210, Room 309: 170, 

Room 310: 170, Room 311: 280, 

Room 312: 330 


INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 


955 Boylston Street 

Green-Hynes/ICA 

Capacity: 250 

JOHN HANCOCK HALL ....... 15 
180 Berkeley Street 


Green-Copley or Orange-Back Bay 
Capacity: 1092 


i BO SRO AON AOAC CS PURINA 
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KING'S CHAPEL 2... ccscesee 26 


58 Tremont Street 

Green /Blue-Government Center or 
Blue /Orange-State Street 
Capacity: 350 


THE MARY BAKER EDDY 

DE SAcsrdetdrene cheng 5 
200 Massachusetts Avenue - 

Green E-Symphony or Green-Hynes /ICA 
Capacity: 260 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS ....... 2 
465 Huntington Avenue 


Green E-MFA 
Capacity: 380 


MUSEUM OF SCIENCE ........ 32 


16 Science Park 
Green-Science Park 


NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM ... 30 
Central Wharf 
Blue-Aquarium 
Capacity: 800 


NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ... 3 
Huntington Avenue/Krentzman Quad 
Green E-Northeastern or Orange-Ruggles 
Outdoors 


OLD SOUTH CHURCH ........ 12 
645 Boylston Street 

Green-Copley or Orange-Back Bay 

Capacity: 950 

OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE .. 27 
310 Washington Street 

Blue /Orange-State Street 


LOREN'S. NEW FEDERAL 


Capacity: 650 
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OLD STATE HOUSE MUSEUM ... 28 
Washington Street at State Street 

Green /Blue-Government Center 

Capacity: 45 


OLD WEST CHURCH ......... 24 
131 Cambridge Street 

Red-Charles Street/MGH or 

Green /Blue-Government Center 

Capacity: 500 


ORPHEUM THEATRE ......... 23 
One Hamilton Place 

Green /Red-Park Street 

Capacity: 2700 


THE OTIS HOUSE MUSEUM .... 25 
141 Cambridge Street 

Red-Charles Street/MGH or 

Green /Blue-Government Center 

Capacity: afternoon: 40; evening: 70 


ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL ....... 22 
138 Tremont Street 

Green/Red-Park Street or 
Red/Orange-Downtown Crossing 

Capacity: 650 

SHERATON BOSTON .......... 8 


39 Dalton Street 
Green E-Prudential 


USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM . . 33 
Charlestown Navy Yard, Building #22 
Green/Orange-North Station or 

#93 MBTA bus 

Capacity: 350 
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SHEAR MADNESS \ 


BOSTON’S HILARIOUS WHODUNIT \ 42 


RESERVE Now For New YEArR’S 
Eve AND New YEAR’sS DAy 


New Year's Eve at & 
New Year's Day at3 &8& 


“LAUGH YOURSELF SILLY” — BOSTON GLOBE 


Charles Playhouse/Stage Il ¢ 74 Warrenton St. 


REG Perrs: TUE-FRri 8; SAT 6:30 & 9:30; SUN 3 & 7:30 


Tickets & Gift Certificates at 617/426-5225 
or order online at www.shearmadness.com 


Classes in Art 
& Design 
for all levels 


www.massartplus.org 
massachusetts 
college of art 
graduate & 
continuing 


Take E Train Green Line or 39 : 
education 


Bus to MassArt/Longwood stop 


Yu Yu Hakusho The Movie 
Poltergeist Report 


on (sale) 24%, 


Grave of the Fireflies 


on (sale) 24%, 


Time Bokan 


TOWER RECORDS. 


Tower.com 


Online prices may vary ¢ sale ends 1/3/05 


CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. (Harvard Square) 
BURLINGTON \ 101 Middlesex Turnpike (across from Burlington Mail) 


“BOG-ASK-TOWER (Score Locacionsveguss\Phene Orders ticketmaster 


L’ Espalier 
for the Holidays 


Give the gift of 
L'Espalier 


Call us to order your holiday gift certificates 


Dinner: Monday through Sunday 5:30pm - 10pm 
Tea: Saturday and Sunday 2pm - 3pm 


30 Gloucester St. « Boston + 617.262.3023 


"Hauntingly beautiful...left the 
audience spellbound...chis was 


an outstanding performance” 


- Northeast Performer 


r) 


The Consulate General of Israel to New England 
and First Night present : 


From Israel and Beyond with Love 
A participatory event for the entire family! 
Featuring :The Guy Mendilow Trio 


Mulcinatior 
will perform s 
rot 


Hynes Convention Center, Room 309 
Performance times: 


Friday, Dec. 31, 1:45 pm & 3:00pm 


THE DAILY CATCH: 


Est.1973 


Sicilian Style Seafood & Pasta 


Phoenix-HotPlate Oct 04 
Zagat Rated 
Gourmet Magazine Oct’04 
Yankee Magazine 
www. dailycatch.com 








Additional Afiterioon Pideramming continued 


Virual Art, and Exhibition, 
THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 


BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Map No. 11 
Dartmouth Street Entrance 


“Library Art & Architecture Tours” 


This tour of a treasured National Historic Landmark includes the 
Rare Book Room - 

For more information call 617-536-5400 ext. 2216 
1:00-4:00pm cP 

THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 

Map No. 29 @ 

Wearable Art 


Ring in the New Year in style! Join us in 

the Art Studio to construct festive, wearable art creations 
10:000m-2:00pm cP 

Haitian Independence Day 

Come celebrate this special day with a sample of traditional squash soup 
and a chance to make a colorful gift for the New Year! 
1:00-3:00pm cP 

CLOUD PLACE 

Map No. 10 

Giant Puppet Show from Dot Art 
“Where Are the Wild Things?” 

Co-sponsored by the Cloud Foundation 

Dot Art's teen artists use giant puppets and music to create an outdoor per- 
formance. You may be asked to participate! 

4:45-6:30pm CP FNNN 











Map No. 9 

Enjoy a variety of events, including artistic, musical, and spiritual activities 
for the whole family, church tours, a visit to the Christian Science Monitor 
photo gallery, chiming, and an organ recital 
10:00am-11:00pm ¢ ao = 
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO 

Map No. 34 

“Happy Zoo Year” 

Ring in the New Year with a journey to exotic destinations. Keep warm 
with the Western Lowland Gorilla troop, get a closer look at over 50 
species from rainforests around the world in the Tropical Forest, wander 
into the Australian Qutback Trail to spot kangaroos and wallabies or visit 
the Kalahari Kingdom to see the African lions! 
10:00am-4:00pm cP 

INSTITUTE OF 

CONTEMPORARY ART 

Map No. 6 @ 

“Boris Mikhailov: A Retrospective” 

Called “the former Soviet Union’s most influential living photographer,” 
this artist’s varied work, captured over more than 35 years, ranges from 
documentary photographs taken during the height and decline of the 
Soviet Union to intimate depictions of family and friends 
12:00-5:00pm cP —_ 
THE MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 

Map No. 5 ® 

Mapparium 

Explore the library with a new point-to-point tour and learn fascinating facts 
about Boston’s famous Mapparium while standing in the center of this 3- 
story glass globe 

10:00am-10:00pm cP 











MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
Map No. 2 ® 

“Museum Exhibits” 
Visit one of the preeminent art museums in the country, and see its 
renowned collection. Known for its appeal to the art aficionado 

as well as to the art neophyte, the MFA is one of the most important com- 
ponents of Boston’s cultural identity. The first 500 button holders gain free 
access to the Museum’s general exhibits 

10:00am-2:00pm CP 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 

Map No. 32 

“Museum Exhibits” 

Visit the world-tenowned education institution with over 550 interactive 
exhibits. The first 500 First Night button holders gain free access to the 
Museum's exhibit halls 

4:00-7:00pm CP . 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM 

Map No. 30 ® 

“Aquarium Exhibits” 

Explore the fascinating world of water and its inhabitants. Free admission 
to button holders until noon. 

9:00am-Noon CP 

OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 

Map No. 27 ® 

“Voices of Protest” 

Toke a trip through time and learn the history of the Boston Tea Party 
through museum and audio exhibits 
10:000m-4:00pm CP 











OLD STATE HOUSE MUSEUM / 

THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY 

Map No. 28 ® 

Learn about Boston history with one of our scavenger hunts. Walk in the 
footsteps of John Adams and the Sons of Liberty at Boston’s history muse- 
um 

1:00-4:00pm_ cP a 
OTIS HOUSE MUSEUM 

Map No. 25 @® 

Self Guided Tours 


Tour the first floor of the Otis House. Experience the elegant life of one of 
Boston's leading families just after the Revolution 
11:00am-4:00pm cP 








USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM 

Map No. 33 

Through hands-on exhibits, displays of historic artifacts, and computer-simu- 
lated reenactments, experience one of America’s great national treasures — 
Old Ironsides. Learn about the ship’s construction, the Barbary Wars, the 
War of 1812, and life at sea at the Gallery Talks given on every half-hour 
10:00am-5:00pm cP 





Grand Préce.rion 


“The Story of A Life” 


As we enter the world, blue and green stand for our youth and beginnings, while the multi-colors represent the variety of the world we live in. Reds, golds and silver reflect the fears, action and future as we rush into the world, while the Sun, Moon and Stars 


represent the contemplation of the Universe. 5:30-7:00pm 


Baton Twirlers Roberto Clemente 21 
of New England FNNN 

Boston Artists’ Association 

Boston City Band 

Boston Duck Tours 
Brother Blue 

Caribbean Bandleaders 
The Cycling Murrays 
Dinoman! 

Estrellas Tropicales FNNN 
Geometric Progression 


FNNN 


The Greater Boston Chinese Cultural Association 


FNNN 


Hawthorne Youth & Community Center 


Hot Tamale Brass Band 


Mary Baker Eddy Library (P 
Middlesex County 4-H Fife and Drum Corps 


New England Aquarium 
New Liberty Jazz Band 


New Magnolia Jazz Band 


OPENAIR Circus FNNN 


FNNN 


CP FNNN 


The Puppeteers’ Cooperative and 


the Back Alley Puppet Theatre FNNN 
Revolutionary Snake Ensemble 
Samba Tremeterra 

Spontaneous Celebrations FNNN 
Seaside Kites 

Tony Barrie Marching Band 
Wheelock Family Theatre (CP  FNNN 


Peg Preble/Gould Microcars 


Diane Zimbabwe/Brookview House 


FNNN 


Evening Pde mming 


ee - Boston’ 
Map No. 21 FOURTH OF JULY 


“Boston's Family Fireworks Celebration” 
Presented by Mayor Thomas M. Menino and Boston’s Fourth of July Foundation, Inc. After the First Night Grand Procession, a very special Family Fireworks show will light up the Boston Common at approximately 7:10pm. For the sixth year, the City of Boston 
rings in the New Year with o 12-minute fireworks extravaganza designed by Atlas PyroVision Productions. Please come join us as we welcome 2005. 


7:10-7:22pm 

Dance 

THE CASTLE AT PARK PLAZA on 

Map No. 19 Es 
Sponsored by State Street ae 
Corporation ’ 


Tango Society of Boston 

An Evening of Tango 

Discover why tango is called the dance of romance! This program will fea- 
ture a performance by Argentine tango dancers and a brief interactive 
class. Appropriate for all levels of dancers, and for all ages. 

7:30-9:30pm 

A New Year’s SWINGIN’ Eve Dance Party 


with Marie Lawlor 


Swing in the New Year with Marie Lawlor, one of Boston's favorite swing 
dance DJs and teachers. Boogie on down and Dance! Dance! Dance! to 
the Swing Era’s most exciting music. Easy, fun dance instruction provided 
at the top of each set, so get on your dance shoes and get ready to 
SWING! Marie Lawlor is House DJ and resident dance instructor at Swing 
City, Boston's hottest Swing & Lindy Hop Dance Club! 

10:00-Midnight 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 
Map No. 7 @ 


SecOND LEVEL 
Room 210 
Partners for Youth with Disabilities 


“Twists of Fate” 

Join the Access to Theatre Program’s Improvisation Movement Theater. 
Challenge your perceptions as the ensemble redefines traditional ideas 
about dance! 


7:30-8:15pm EF, 8:45-9:30pm &F FNNN 
Third Level 

Ballroom 

Greater Boston Chinese Cultural 
Association Dance 


Join the members of the GBCCA for an evening showcase of traditional 
Chinese dance. 








Room 306 

OrigiNation 

OrigiNation presents an electrifying and energetic hip hop and step per- 
formance featuring resident companies, NIA Dance Troupe, Girlz of IMANI, 
Aleye Boys Troupe and IMANI, Jr. 

7:30-8:00pm, 8:15-8:45pm FNNN 

JOHN HANCOCK HALL 


Map No. 15 
Sponsored by The Boston Phoenix 


Snappy Dance Pheorix 


With its boundless energy, stunning imagery, laugh-ouHoud humor and 


jaw-dropping 

physicality, Snappy will perform repertory works for the whole family, 
included in the program will be excerpts from the recent premiere of “The 
Temperamental Wobble” based on the illustrations of Edward Gorey. 
7:30-8:00pm, 8:30-9:00pm 


69 = ASL FNNN = First Night’s Neighborhood Network CP = Cultural Partner +@ = Button S 






David Parker & the Bang Group 


“Nut/Cracked” 

Parker tears The Nutcracker from its holiday grip in a new 21* century ver- 
sion for the inner child in us all. It’s a tinseHfree affair that goes to the 
essence of The Nutcracker and liberates it from dance-dogma. Nothing is 
sacted as Nut/Cracked twists and meld dance traditions into an ode to the 
power of the human need to dance. Finally, a Nutcracker with nuts! 
9:30-10:00pm, 10:30-11:00pm 
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OLE SCOLLAY SQUARE’S 


The Best Pub Food in Boston 


AA Very Distinct 
aad Dining 
EY Establishment 


9 Bowdin St. 
617-523-2175 


ea aaa 
| Make every night First Night wit sosr 


Boston’s home for music, 
theatre, opera and dance 
is also your first stop 

for First Night. 


P 


} 

| Visit BosTix at | 

| Copley Square 
lor Faneuil Hall @ 
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN PROGRAM 
HARVARD SQUARE : CAMBRIDGE 


Day & Evening Courses - Part-Time Study - Certificate Programs 


Register Now for Spring 2005 


Classes Begin January 24 


Want to change the world? 
Start with a garden— 
Study landscape design 


Spring Symposium | 
PLANTING THE URBAN LANDSCAPE: CHALLENGES AND INNOVATIONS 
Marcu 4-5, 2005 
call or visit the website for details 


THE i. ANOS CA PE ee ee ee 
ARNOLD ARBORETUM OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
617.495.8632 - www.arboretum.harvard.edu/landscape 


BOSTON 
CHILDREN’S 
MUSEUM 


(617) 426-8855 | 300 Congress Street | @) South Station 








Mu.ric 
CLASSICAL MUSIC —_Sponsored by WCRB 102.57 a 


ARLINGTON STREET CHURCH 
Map No. 17 
American Guild of Organists 


“Light and Serious Music for Organ” 

Varied works for the organ performed by Stuart Forster, 
Rosalind Mohnsen and Dong-lll Shin 

9:00-10:00pm 


THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 
Map No. 9 

Organ Music 

Enjoy an organ recital in the Mother Church on one of the 


world’s largest organs! 
Ante en 


FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH 
Map No. 14 

Tres. 

Ring out the old with Trés., performing Sonnerie-the ring- 
ing of the bells of Mont de Paris, by Marin Marais, French 
Baroque Noels, Arias from the Christmas Cantatas of Bach, 
an aria from Judas Maccabeus about the lighting of the 
Hannukah candles by G.F. Handel, and other Baroque 
selections befitting the holiday spirits 

6:00-6:45pm, 7:45-8:30pm 


WORLD MUSIC 


BOSTON PARK PLAZA HOTEL 

Map No. 18 @ 

Terrace Room 

Deborah Rocha & Entre Amigos 
Deborah Rocha & Entre Amigos play original sambo-influ- 
enced music. A classically trained pianist, Rocha was so 
smitten with the music of Brazil that she learned to play 
the guitar. She now enlists the help of Berklee and NEC 
musicians in spreading samba, baiao and bossa nova 
throughout Boston. This is their first First Night appearance 
7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:30-9:1 5pm 

HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 

Map No.7 @® 

Puaza Level 

Exhibit Hall A 

Hot Like Fire 

Hot Like Fire is an energetic and fun party band on the 
reggae music scene. They are well known for their reggae 
versions of American pop and R&B songs. 

7:30-9:1 5pm 








Blackstone Trio 
With a repertoire extending from classical to jazz, the 
Blackstone Trio is celebrated for its innovative programs 
appealing to a broad range of audiences. It includes 
mezzo-soprano D‘Anna Fortunato, clarinetist Chester 
Brezniak, and pianist Malcolm Halliday, three renowned 
artists who present a delightful array of chamber music 
9:00-9:45pm, 10:15-11:00pm 


KING’S CHAPEL 

Map No. 26 

Heinrich Christensen 

An organ recital of Bach compositions performed on the 
historic King’s Chapel C.B. Fisk Organ 

9:00-9:45pm cP sae 

MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 

Map No. 5 ® 

“New Notes” 

Hear some of Boston’s most talented young musicians per- 
form in the spectacular Hall of Ideas. Part of the Library's 
“New Notes” series 
6:30-10:0pm CP 
OLD SOUTH CHURCH 
Map No. 12 











Héctor Cuevas and the 
Boston Latin Band 


Boston’s premiere Latin Band excites crowds with tradition- 
al and original salsa, merengue, danzon, boteros, latin 
jazz and more. New England salseros will want to be pres- 
ent fo salsa in the New Year with a Big Band bang! 
9:30-11:00pm 

Room 112 


Gamelan Galak Tika, 


Balinese Music & Dance 

Come see this large percussion orchestra perform new and 
traditional Balinese music and dance, using gongs, metallo- 
phones, hand drums, cymbals, bamboo flutes, and spiked 

fiddles 

8:00-8:45pm, 9:15-10:00pm 





Old South Brass, Organ & Timpani 
The best of Boston's brass and timpani artists and an 
organist with imagination and verve perform arrangements 


of old favorites. 
6:30-7:1 5pm, 8:00-8:45pm 


OLD WEST CHURCH 

Map No. 24 

Organ and Vocal Concerts 
Half-hour concerts on Old West Church’s 
celebrated Fisk Organ with vocal accompaniment 
9:00-9:30pm Reiko Akasaka 
10:00-10:30pm Joshua Lawton 
10:30-11:00pm Naomi Shiga 





Thiko Level 
Room 309 


Guy Mendilow 

Acclaimed multinational musician Guy Mendilow performs 
music inspired by the places he has lived and traveled, 
from the walls of Jerusalem to the cobblestone streets of 
old Salvador, the highlands of Chiapas 

and the harsh, parched desert of the Sinai. Mendilow sings 
in six languages and features such instruments as the 
berimbau, overtone singing (a style permitting one singer 
to 

produce two or more voices at once), electric mbira and 
flutes. He is joined by Russian-American vocalist Yulia Van 
Doren and mult-instrumentalist Andy Bergman 

7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:45-9:30pm 





ROOTS MUSIC (FOLK, BLUES, BLUEGRASS, COUNTRY, GOSPEL, JAZZ) 


BERKLEE PERFORMANCE CENTER 
Map No. 4 


Revolutionary Snake Ensemble 


This urban tribal funk and street beat brass band has been 
nominated for a Boston Music Award and several Boston 
Phoenix /WFNX Best Music Poll awards. Their debut CD 
Year of the Snake was included on best-of-year lists in New 
York City, New Orleans, and Milan, Italy 

7:30-8:1 5pm 





CITY PLACE/TRANSPORTATION BUILDING 
Map No. 20 
Sponsored by the Shops and Restaurants at City Place 


Boston Sax Quartet 


“Creative Composition Competition” 

Boston Arts Academy students, under the direction of 
George Simpson, compete to create a new musical compo- 
sition for sax. This is a collaboration with the Boston 
Saxophone Quartet and Boston Arts Academy with faculty 
judges from Berklee 

8:45-9:30pm, 10:00-10:45pm__FNNN 


EMMANUEL CHURCH 
Map No. 16 . 
Sponsored by WGBH 89.7FM = B97 


Jason Palmer Quintet 


Trumpeter Palmer, named best jazz soloist at the 1996 
North Carolina Central University Jazz Festival before begin- 
ning studies at the New England Conservatory, has studied 
with the likes of Cecil McBee and Danilo Perez. In 2000, 
Palmer also studied with several jazz notables, including 
Herbie Hancock, Poncho Sanchez, and Fred Wesley, at the 
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz. He brings his quintet to 
First Night for the first time 

6:00-6:45pm, 7:45-8:30pm 








69 = ASI 


FNNN = First Night’s Neighborhood Network CP = Cultural Partner 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 


Map No.7 @ 
SeconD LeveL q 
Auditorium | 


Sponsored by WUMB 91.9FM 
Greg Greenway 


Known as a one man tour-de-force, Greg Greenway is a dif- 
ficult-to-categorize performer who has found a home in the 
modern acoustic genre. Musically, he draws inspiration from 
all over the map-gospel, rock, blues, even world music 

But the central appeal is that it comes through the singular 
lens of Greenway’s humanity and his soulful affinity for the 
audience 

7:30-8:00pm, 8:15-9:00pm 


Pamela Means 

Pamela Means is a Boston-based Out (spoken), Biracial 
indie folk artist whose punchy provocative songs have worn 
@ hole in her guitar. Quoting her inspiration, Warrior Poet 
Audre Lorde, Pamela asks “I am myself — a Block woman 
warrior poet doing my work ~ come to ask you, are you 
doing yours?” With truth as ammunition, a Pomela Means 
performance brings the fight for social justice and human 
dignity to the forefront of a new generation. 
9:15-10:00pm, 10:15-11:00pm 

Room 207 

“How to Raise Your Own 


Voice” 


Enjoy listening while learning how to “raise your own 
voice” from long-time local acoustic performers and hosts 
Steve Rapson, Sam Bayer, Susan Levine, John Schindler, 
Sandi Hammond, Oen Kennedy, Deborah Rocha, and Susan 
Master. Lots of good music, advice on how to get started 
making your own music, and songwriting and 

performance tales. Hosted by Scott Alarik, principal folk 
writer for The Boston Globe 
7:30-11:00pm 
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FIRST NIGHT BOSTON 2005 


Taino Levet 
Ballroom 
Sponsored by the Boston Banner 


Boston Community Choir 


“New Hope Springs Eternal” 

Uplifting and message-filled gospel songs of hope, inspira- 
tion, love, joy and peace sung with all the fervor of church. 
7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:45-9:30pm, 10:00-10:45pm 


Bariner 





Room 312 
“An Evening of Experimental 
Music” 


Four artists present works of improvised electro-acoustic 
music, featuring the first ever Boston performance by the 
legendary Birchville Cat Motel, a.k.o. Campbell Kneale from 
New Zealand. Kneale’s gorgeous drone music takes in ele- 
ments of classical electronic music (particularly that of 
Eliane Radigue and LaMonte Young) with a DIY 

punk /noise edge. Also performing are the folk and cham- 
ber-music influenced duo Black Forest/Black Sea, from 
Providence, highly prepared records and turntable concrete 
noise from Boston-based artist Jay Sullivan, and cassette- 
tape improvisations by the curator of this event and the 
man behind the intransitive Recordings label, Howard 
Stelzer. 

7:30-11:00pm 





ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 
Map No. 22 


Adam Dewey and Crazy Creek 
This top New England Bluegrass band incorporates tradition- 
al and original bluegrass music with powerful vocal trios 
and driving instrumental style to create a dynamic and dis- 


finctive sound 
7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:45pm-9:30pm 


Festival Highlight +A = Sculpture 


POPULAR MUSIC (ROCK, POP, STANDARDS, R&B) 
John O'Neil 


“Lullaby for Broadway” 

Broadway will never be the same by the time John 
O'Neil, one of New England’s finest cabaret actors, is fin- 
ished. Forget “Whatever Happened to Mabel?” Whatever 
happened to Broadway is foremost on John O'Neil’s mind, 
as he takes you on a hilarious romp through Broadway 
past and present. Accompanied on piano by Steven 


BERKLEE PERFORMANCE CENTER 
Map No. 4 


Family Jewels 


The Family Jewels is a cool new group playing some very 
hot old music. Made up of members of some seminal 
groups as Barrence Whitfield & the Savages, Toni Lynn 
Washington, The Chartbusters, The Modern Lovers, Face 
to Face and ‘Til Tuesday, the band formed around the 











members’ mutual love of roots music. From honky-tonk to Bergman. 
doo-wop, rockabilly to Chuck Berry, New Orleans second 10:00-10:45pm, 11:15pm-12:00am 
line to R&B, the Jewels perform with the enthusiasm of EMMANUEL CHURCH 
true believers, and the chops of veteran musicians. Man No. 16 
8:45-9:30pm, 9:45-10:30pm wakes by WGBH 89.7FM 
BOSTON COMMON Sugarman Three B97 
os This New York City retrofunk combo wes formed by saxo 
. phonist Neal Sugarman, who some might recognize as 
Lonely Gus and the One Night member of the popular 80's local band Boy's Lite 
Stand inspired by the vintage jazz-funk sounds of the 1960's 
$3 is a club favorite in New York City. They call it “Hard 
Some call it “bad relationship party music.” This band Hitting Funky Soul Boogaloo Music!” 
mixes rockabilly, blues, swing and New Orleans styles to 9-00-9:45pm, 10:15-11:00pm 
create music rich with twisted humor. ORPHEUM THEATER 
7:30-9:30pm 
Fl 7 Map No. 23 <P 
yn Sponsored by The River 92.5FM 


This uplifting Celtic pop-rock band with soaring choruses is 
led by the Irish immigrant whose name it takes. The tex- 
tured melodies are not unlike those of another very popu- 
lar Irish rock band! 


Bill Janovitz & Crown Victoria 
Buffalo Tom’s frontman Bill Janovitz goes it alone (with 
some friends) in his wew side band, Crown Victoria, which 
finds him returning to his hooky pop-rock roots. They'll 





10:00pm-Midnight 

— play songs from their new CD, Fireworks on TV, and you 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY should come see them, instead of staying home and 
Map No. 11 watching fireworks on TV 
Sponsored by EdgeBoston.com 7:30-8:1 5pm, 9:30-10:15pm 
iaf Graham Parker 


Ziaf is an innovative tribute band (not an oxymoron in 
their case) dedicated to the music of French songbird 
Edith Piaf. Performing a classic repertoire of such 
complexity and character, Ziaf’s inventive arrangements 
successfully pare down full orchestrations into a powerful 
trio consisting of Catherine Capozzi (guitar), Carol 
Namkoong (piano), and Tamora Gooding (drums). 

It is perhaps with the voice and presence of Swiss-native 
Christine Zufferey (the Z in Ziaf) that audiences find great 
resonance 

7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:45-9:30pm 


F ilm 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

MOVIE THEATRE 

Map No. 1 ® 

Sponsored by WENX 101.7FM 

and the Boston Phoenix 

“First Night Film Festival” 
Curated by Connie White 

Art Cinema ond Film Festival Programmer Connie White has chosen a delightful ond engaging selection of new artilms 
to ring in the new year. On the giant screen at the Coolidge Corer Movie Theatre, see featurelength 35mm sneak pre- 
view films and area-premieres, or opt for the selective and provocative new documentaries in the state-of-the art screen- 
ing room. Titles and films are as follows (please note: schedule subject to change — check www.firstnight.org for com- 
plete details). CP 

On The Big Screen: 

7:00pm: Dear Frankie 

Nine year-old Frankie lives with his single mum Lizzie in a seaside Scottish town. When his fictitious dad’s real boat 
plans to dock in town for one night, Lizzie must choose between telling Frankie the truth or finding the perfect stranger 
to play Frankie’s father for the day. 

9:00pm: Merchant of Venice 

Al Pacino plays Shylock in this accomplished adaptation of Shakespeare's “The Merchant of Venice.” . 

In The Screening Room: 

7:00pm: Game Over 

in May 1997 Garry Kasparov, widely regarded as the greatest chess player the world has ever seen, agreed to chat 
lenge Deep Blue — a hulking one and a half tonne supercomputer. 

9:00pm: In The Realms of The Unreal 

The Realms of the Unreal, an epic, fifteer-thousand-page novel with hundreds of paintings that recounts the wars 
between notions on an enormous unnamed planet, is the subject of this mesmerizing and visionary film. 


For about 30 years, Graham Parker has made great 
music, infusing his love of roots and R&B with a punk 
rock heart. He’s often mentioned in the same breath with 
British new wavers like Nick Lowe, Dave Edmunds, Elvis 
Costello and Joe Jackson. At First Night, he’ll perform 
with a band including members of The Gentlemen. 
8:30-9:15pm, 10:30-11:15pm 





Pinx 


Te sere creme 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 
Mop No. 7 @ 

Puaza Leve 

Room 100 
Sponsored by WENX 101.7FM 
ond The Boston Phoenix 
Japanese Anime 

Back by popular demand! The New England Anime Society, convention organizers of Anime Boston, present o day of 
the best and most popular Japanese animation. For a detailed film schedule, go to www firstnight.org. 

7:30-8:1 5pm, 8:45-9:30pm, 10:00-10:45pm 

Secono Lev, 

Room 200 

Sponsored by the Boston Banner 


Roxbury Film Festival — 
“Top of the Rox” 

Provocative and Entertaining films of the Roxbury Film Festival 
New England’s largest film festival for filmmakers of color, curated by The Color of Film Collaborative, inc., and ACT 
Roxbury. For titles ond schedule, visit www firstnight.org 

7:30-11:00pm + FNNN 
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BOSTON PARK PLAZA HOTEL 

Map No. 18 @® 

Sponsored by WGBH 89.7FM a 
Terrace Room 


Baldwin Theatre 


“Live Bird” 
Live Bird is a one-man show celebrating the life of jazz legend Charlie 
“Bird” Parker. The play is set in a bar in Harlem, NY during the summer 


of 1947. Bird talks about his days in Kansas City to imaginary characters, 


imitates Lester Young and plays some songs. Written and performed by 
Jeff Robinson 


9:45-10:30pm ©F, 11-00-11:45pm 





CITY PLACE/TRANSPORTATION BUILDING | 
Map No. 20 

Sponsored by the Shops and Restaurants 

at City Place 


Fly By Night Dangerous Comedy 


Stephen King and Ryan Dekoe have been performing their unique off-the- 
wall comedy throughout the U. S. and Europe. Their classic vaudevillian 
style, mixed with contemporary humor, appeals to all ages. Their shows 
are jam packed with quick-witted patter and masterful comedic timing. 


6:00-6:45pm €F 7:30-8:15pm 





HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 
Map No.7 @ 

SECOND LeveL 

Exhibit Hall C 


Improv Boston 
ImprovBoston takes suggestions from the audience to weave their input, 
challenges, scenes, and songs into a wonderful performance for all ages, 
performing familiar ‘games’ as seen on TV as well as their own unique, 
hilarious brand of comedy. 


7:30-11:00pm (9 after 10:15pm) 








Theatié, Comedy &~ The Spoken Word 


Exhibit Hall D 
Sponsored by The Boston Phoenix Pheanix 
Tony V. 


In what's turning into Tony V's annual First Night last night review, see 
“There We Went Again... 20-ought-4 we hardly knew ye,” o look back, 
forward, sideways, upside down and every other which way at the 
events, stories and shoe styles that shaped our world this past year. This 
show will be the “Magical Mystery Tour” for the new-ish millennium 
except without the magic or the mystery. 


7:30-8:00pm, 9:30-10:00pm ©F 
Tissa Homi 


-  Tissa Homi is one of the world’s few female Muslin} stand-up comics. Her 


unique act and fresh perspective on life as an Iranian-American woman 
leave audiences in shock and awe. From Islamic fundamentalists to white 
liberals to good old-fashioned racists, no one is safe from Tissa’s sharp 
wit. Tissa, who performs in Islamic hijab, hopes her comedy will help 
break down stereatypes about Muslim women and foster understanding 
between Iranians and Americans. 


8:00-8:30pm © 9.00-9.30pm,10:00-10:30pm 

Jimmy Dunn 

Red Sox fans have seen Jimmy on the Red Sox Pre-Game Report on 
NESN. His ranting and raving, travel tip segments, man-on-the-street inter- 
views and obstructed views on the state of Red Sox Nation have helped 
make him Boston's most recognizable sports fan. Jimmy has also been on 
Comedy Central and CAT'S Hit Parade, and on the big screen he spent 
some fime in a jail cell alongside Matt Damon in the movie “Stuck on 
You.” 


8:30-9:00pm ©F 10-30-11:00pm 


Seconp Levet 
Room 208 


Boston Poetry Slam 


Poets compete before judges for open critique by audience members. 


7:30-8:05pm,8:15-8:50pm EF 9.00-9.35pm, 9:45-10:20pm, 
10:30-11:00pm 





Countdown to Midnight 


COPLEY SQUARE | 
Map No. 13 @ Ol ERO y: | 
Sponsored by CBS4 


Countdown to Midnight with CBS4 


Join CBS4 Anchors Lisa Hughes and Josh Binswanger as we welcome in the New Year from the steps of 


the Boston Public Library. Televised live on CBS4. 
11:00pm-Midnight 


Ice Sculpture and Outdoor In-tallation., 


Visit the Boston Common and Copley Square to see the ice sculptors and installation artists at work creating their masterpieces. On the 31°, the installations are illuminated at dark 


with a brilliant display of theatrical colors. 


BOSTON COMMON 
Map No. 21 @ 


Frog Pond 
“Ice Dragon” a 


Steve Rose and Ice Effects create a sparkling dragon, a valient, mythic creature of keen sight, 


enabling it to quard treasure. 
Created by Steve Rose & David Peterson/lce Effects 
Lafayette Mall 


“Buffalo Children” a 


Sculptor Don Chapelle presents a dazzling view of life on the western plains, in an homage to the 
respect Native Americans had for the plains buffalo. The sculpture will include Native American fig- 
ures, 0 life-size teepee, grazing buffalo and eager wolves howling at the moon. 


Created by Don Chapelle /DC Ventures 
Brewers Fountain Plaza 


“Sidewalk Sam” 


Sidewalk Sam and his band of sidewalk artists from Art Street and St. Francis House create chalk 
drawings while families visit with the artists and watch as children create sidewalk art! 


1:00-4:00pm 
Parade Ground 


“Houses of Hope/City of Dreams” a 


Four houses made of wood represent the various forces at play in determining our future.Reflect 
on hopes, dreams and wishes for the New Year and help create the “Wall of Wishes”, an interac- 


tive component where everyone can participate. 
Created by Nora Valdez & Matthew Terry 


Sculpture= AX Festival Highlight = MM Button Sale Location = ® 





Cultural Partner = CP First Night's Neighborhood Network = FNNN ASL= 69 


TADpole Playground 

“First Night Frogs” 
This ice sculpture celebrates the 
TADpole Playground. 


COPLEY SQUARE 
Map No. 13 @ 


“First Night Big Top” 


Eric Fontecchio and Alfred Georgs of Brookline Ice transform Copley Square into a glittering three- 


ring spectacle. Circus animals like 
elephants, giraffes and tigers will shimmer 
in ice, tamed by a ringmaster. 

Created by Eric Fontecchio & 

Alfred Georgs/Brookline Ice Company 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
Map No. 3 

Krentzman Quad 


“The Husky” 


Come see this shimmering eight-foot tall 


ice sculpture of the famous Northeastern University Mascot. ¢P 


Created by the Northeastern University 
Ice Carving Team 


The TADpole Playground at Boston’Common is one of the city's most charming attractions! 
Adjoining the Frog Pond, the Playground features a state of the art play structure, beautiful com- 
missioned mosaics, and six magnificent play-size bronze frog sculptures by local artist David 
Phillips. Annual special events are listed at www.tadpoleplayground.org. 


Created by Steve Rose & David Peterson/Ice Effects 


Tigo Levet 
Room 306 
Sponsored by the Boston Banner 


Project Think Different 


“New Year's Resolution: Revolution” 

Hear the sounds and rhythms of hip hop, spoken word, dance and video 
with messages designed to educate, inspire and ignite positive change in 
our communities 


9:00-11:00pm €9 
Room 311 


Jay O'Callahan 


Adult storyteller Jay O'Callahan tells stories of a boy growing up in a 
neighborhood near Boston after World War II. In a touching way, the sto- 
ries explore friendship, prejudice and class differences 


8:00.8:45pm ©F  9.00.9-45pm 
ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 
Map No. 22 


Boston Interfaith Community 


“Transformation” 

An interfaith worship service of songs, prayers and readings from various 
traditions, including Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Native 
American and others. Doors open at 11:15pm for meditation 


11:15-12:30am 69 


OTIS HOUSE MUSEUM 
Map No. 25 @ 


Museum Tours 


Visit the home of Harry and Sally Otis lit up for a New Year's Eve celebro- 
tion. Tour the first floor of the house, built in 1796 

Refreshments available 
5:00-9:00pm (P 











Midnight Gironde Finale 


BOSTON HARBOR 
Map No. 31 


Midnight Fireworks 


The skies above Boston Harbor transform into a brilliant tapestry of light, color and sound at 
midnight to celebrate the New Year. Zambelli Internationale creates this spectacular display 


for First Night 2005. 
12:00-12:10am 
























FIRST NIGHT BOSTON 2005 








FIRST NIGHT FUN €3 WITH THE CELTICS 


lg IO, MOG, a> 


CELTICS| WIZARDS | 


FRIDAY DEC 31 3:00 
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First Night button holders can 
save up to 50% on select great seats 
at the FleetCenter Box Office 










For other great seats please call 
1-800-4NBA-TIX or visit Celtics.com 


Aart ate! 


BASKETBALL 











YEAR IN REVIEW / theater 









the boards 


ere’s the best of what trod the 

local theater stages in 2004, 

with a visit to Broadway 
thrown in. 


1) Elaine Stritch 


1) Best of Broadway: Elaine 
Stritch at Liberty (Wilbur The- 
atre). Best? Hell, Elaine Stritch, 
who has been understudy to Ethel 
Merman, muse to Noé] Coward, and 
fuel to Stephen Sondheim, is Broad- 
way, and the 79-year-old entertain- 
er’s one-woman show, in which she 
tells her life story and sings the 
songs that made her famous, exud- 
ing toughness and heartache in 
equal degree, defines all that is fab- 
ulous in the Fabulous Invalid. 


2) Best Import: The Abbey 
Theatre production of The 
Playboy of the Western World 
(Wilbur Theatre). John Milling- 
ton Synge’s tragicomic account of a 
lad who becomes a hero in the 
wilds of County Mayo by boasting 
of patricide remains a masterpiece, 
even if it no longer provokes the 
riots it did upon its 1907 debut at 
the Abbey. In artistic director Ben 
Barnes’s Abbey Centenary produc- 
tion, Synge’s impossibly lyrical 


9) Tonya Pinkins in Caroline, or Change 





evocation of primitive humanity 
still resonated, and what a joy it 
was to hear those lilting cadences 
roll from the Irish mouths that are 
their natural habitat. 


3) Best Shakespeare: The 
Henriad and The Merry Wives 
of Windsor (Trinity Repertory 
Company). Trinity Rep wrapped 
long arms around the Bard this sea- 
son. It warmed up last winter with 
Kevin Moriarty’s madcap Merry 
Wives, which was set in a modern 
apartment complex and featured, 
along with cream pies and Cyndi 
Lauper tunes, Fred Sullivan Jr.’s 
aging-playboy Falstaff — the Bard’s 
“gross watery pumpkin” as Hugh 
Hefner hipster. Then came the 
troupe’s vigorous, soundly acted as- 
sault on Shakespeare’s Henriad: 
Moriarty’s stark staging of the lyri- 
cal Richard II, dripping blood and 
religious allusion; Amanda Dehn- 
ert’s roistering Brechtian barnstorm 
of a Henry IV (a conflation of Parts 
I and II); and outgoing artistic di- 
rector Oskar Eustis’s pointed mod- 
ern-dress rendering of Henry V. 


4) Best New Script: Sonia Flew 
(Huntington Theatre Compa- 
ny). The inauguration of the warm, 
elegant new Virginia Wimberly The- 
atre in the Stanford Calderwood 
Pavilion with Melinda Lopez’s warm, 
elegantly written Sonia Flew was a 
roundly pleasing event. The play, 
which spins backward from Septem- 
ber 11 and the familial crisis it cre- 
ates in the life of a Cuban-American 
woman living in Minneapolis to her 
hasty evacuation as a teenager from 
Havana in the wake of the Castro 
revolution, was given a lively, well- 
acted production helmed by Nicholas 
Martin on a set by Adam Stock- 
hausen that brought out the poetry 
in the piece. Across town at Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre, John Kuntz’s 
eerie-comic ensemble piece, Jasper 
Lake, and Kate Snodgrass’s nuanced 
treatment of siblings sorting through 
a shared past, The Glider, also 
gleamed, with Snodgrass’s piece 
spiffily mounted and convincingly 
acted by Laura Latreille, Birgit Hup- 
puch, and Kimberly Parker Green. 


5) Best New Spins on the Clas- 
sics: The Miser and Oedipus 





4) Sonia Flew 


(American Repertory 
Theatre). Director Do- 
minique Serrand and the 
Minneapolis-based 
Théatre de la Jeune Lune 
teamed up with the ART 
to produce a scabrous, ex- 
pertly physical staging of 
Moliére’s 17th-century 
classic about a ruthless 
skinflint that stinted on 
merriment but was posi- 
tively spendthrift with bit- 
terness and rage. Presided 
over by Steven Epp’s ex- 
plosive wraith of a 
Harpagon, it was also 
very, if cruelly, funny. And 
ART artistic director 
Robert Woodruff helmed 
a desolate, soaring treatment of the 
2500-year-old tragedy by Sophocles 
about the Theban ruler trapped by 
Fate into becoming Freud’s poster 
boy. Abetted by Evan Ziporyn’s lushly 
dissonant East-meets-West score, the 
politically reverberant production 
took that lemon of most productions, 
the Chorus, and made lemonade. 


6) Best Sondheim: A Little 
Night Music (Lyric Stage Com- 
pany) and Company (Speak- 
Easy Stage Company). The year 
brought two well-sung revivals of 
Stephen Sondheim musicals cele- 
brating connection but laced with 
mordancy. Spiro Veloudos brought 
out the poignancy in Sondheim & 
Hugh Wheeler’s sonorous 1973 
transposition of the Ingmar 
Bergman film Smiles of the Summer 
Night, and there was top-notch 
warbling by Maryann Zschau, 
Christopher Chew, Leigh Barrett, 
Drew Poling, Andrea C. Ross, and, 
best of all, Bobbie Steinbach as a 
magnificently gritty dowager. To in- 
augurate the Roberts Studio The- 
atre in the Calderwood Pavilion, 
Paul Daigneault helmed a soulful 
and assured revival of Sondheim & 
George Furth’s landmark 1970 
“concept” show about marital com- 
promise whirling around a relation- 
ship-ambivalent Manhattan bache- 
lor played by Michael Mendiola. 
Among the cast, Kerry Dowling and 
Stephanie Carlson contributed 
sweetness to counter Elaine 
Theodore’s bravura matrimonial 
meltdown and Nancy E. Carroll’s 
vodka stinger of a turn on “The 
Ladies Who Lunch.” 





7) Best Musical Not by Sond- 
heim: Kiss Me Kate (North 
Shore Music Theatre). Alan 
Coats directed a polished produc- 
tion of Cole Porter’s sophisticated 
and delicious 1948 backstage riff on 
The Taming of the Shrew that fea- 
tured crystalline soprano Rachel 
deBenedet both looking and sound- 
ing stunning as a feisty, furniture- 
kicking Lilli Vanessi. Julie Taymor’s 
Asian and African contributions to 
The Lion King are spectacular and 
poetic, and it’s hard to resist the 
potty-tongued Brechtian antics of 
Urinetown. But they don’t make ’em 
like Cole Porter any more, and the 
NSMT production was a smart, old- 
fashioned delight. 


8) Best Treatment of Issues: 
Yellowman and Permanent Col- 
lection (New Repertory The- 
atre). Lois Roach directed Dael Or- 
lander Smith’s Yellowman, a lyrical 
evocation of racism within racism in 
the American South told in alternat- 
ing monologues by African-Ameri- 
can childhood sweethearts embod- 
ied by an effervescent Adrienne D. 
Williams as an ambitious dark- 
skinned woman and a lithe Dorian 
Christian Baucum as her “high- 
yella” inamorata. And Adam Zahler, 
directing a crackling Clark Jackson 
and Benjamin Evett, made the taut 
most of Thomas Gibbons’s polarized 
examination of artistic versus racial 
concerns, Permanent Collection. 


9) Best Road Trips: I Am My 
Own Wife (Broadway’s 
Lyceum Theatre) and Caro- 
line, or Change (Broadway’s 











Eugene O’Neill Theatre). Lis 
ten up, local theaters. Someone 
needs to mount Doug Wright’s 
meticulous one-person play rooted 
in the fascinating life of German 
transvestite with an exacting pas- 
sion for collectibles Charlotte von 
Mahlsdorf (played on Broadway 
with genteel precision by Jefferson 
Mays), who managed to dodge 
both the Nazis and the Stasi while 
wearing a dress. We also need to 
see Tony Kushner & Jeanine 
Tesori’s riveting socio-political 
songfest about a motherless Jew- 
ish boy and an African-American 
maid set in dawn-of-civil-rights 
Louisiana. And if Nicholas Martin 
knows Tonya Pinkins, whose per- 
formance in the title role of Caro- 
line was one of the toughest and 
most wrenching things I’ve ever 
seen, could he call her? 


10) Best Performances: Julie 
White in Bad Dates (Huntington 
Theatre Company); Vincent 
Ernest Siders in Our Lady of 
121st Street (SpeakEasy Stage 
Company); Stephanie Roth- 
Haberle in Oedipus (ART); An- 
drea Martin in The Rose Tattoo 
(Huntington Theatre Company); 
Steven Epp and Karen Mac- 
Donald in The Miser (ART); 
Jonno Roberts in Much Ado 
About Nothing (Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company); Michael 
T. Weiss in Burn This (Huntington 
Theatre Company); and the ensem 
ble of Gem of the Ocean ied by the 
monumental Phylicia Rashad 
(Huntington Theatre Company). 
— Carolyn Clay 
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SNEAKING SOME 
HOLIDAY CHEER. 








Gift certificates and holiday schedule 
available at blueman.com! 


BLUE 


REGULAR SCHEDULE 
Wed+Thu 8pm, Fri 7pm, 
Sat 4,7+10pm, Sun 2+5pm 


Schedule subject to change 


CONTACT INFORMATION 
ticketmaster 617.931.2787 








AY | 


G R O U BP ticketmaster.com 
Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 








CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Warrenton Street Boston 
1.800.BLUEMAN blueman.com 


LAS VEGAS BERLIN 


CHICAGO 


NEW YORK 


BOSTON 









New England Live! 
JIMMY TINGLE 


Jimmy Tingle performs in his solo shows! 


The New York Times: Tingle is "more than 
comic wit...cheerfully intelligent...uplifting" 


Thurs. Dec. 30 at 7:30 pm 
New Year's Eve at 7:30 & 10:30 pm 
Sat. Jan. 1 at 7:30 pm 
Sun. Jan. 2 at 7:30 pm 


Jimmy Tingle's OFF BROADWAY Theater 
255 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville 
617-591-1616 or www. jtoffbroadway.com 


SHEAR 
MADNESS 


Boston's Hilarious Whodunit 
Now in its 25th smash year! 
Tuesdays - Fridays at 8pm 
Saturdays at 6:30 and 9 30pm 
Sundays at 3 and 7:30pm 
For tickets call: 


617-426-5225 


order online at 
WWW.SHEARMADNESS.COM 
or go to the box office at 


The 
Charles 
Playhouse 


Warrenton Street in the heart 
of Boston's Theater District 









The 34th annual 


CHRISTMAS 
REVELS 


December 10 - 28 
Cambridge 


(Tue-Sun 12-6pm) 
Order tickets online at 


www. revels.org 


ee 


For advertising information, 
Please Contact 


Carrie Meade 
at 


617-859-3344 


Boston’s only half-price, day-of-show ticket outlet in Copley Square, 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace. 





Visit us online at www.artsboston.org 


ce. 


Asrs Boston 


or call 617.482-BTIX 






















Sanders Theatre : 





Call 617-496-2222 | 












Theaters often alter their performance 
schedules during holiday weeks, and 
they don’t always remember to let us 
know. So call ahead before you step out. 


@ ANNIE GET YOUR GUN. Turtle 
Lane Playhouse presents the 1946 
Irving Berlin show in which sharp- 
shooter Annie Oakley learns you 
cain’t get a man with a gun. At Turtle 
Lane Playhouse, 283 Melrose Street, 
Newton (617-244-0169), through 
December 30. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Monday through Saturday and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $24; $17 for 
seniors on Thursday; $17 for stu- 
dents on Friday. 

@ BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. Kate 
Swan, a member of the original 
Broadway cast, directs this staging of 
the hit Disney musical based on the 
animated film of the same name fea- 
turing a young lovely, her hirsute 
captor/suitor, and a lot of dancing, 
singing housewares. At Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow Street, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire (603- 
433-4472 or 800-639-7650), through 
January 9. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 


by Sally Cragin 


he seed for The Syringa 

Tree, expatriate South 
African actor Pamela Gien’'s 
acclaimed one-woman 
show, was planted in an 
American Repertory The- 
atre acting class with direc- 
tor Larry Moss some years 
ago. The assignment was 
simple, Gien recalls: tell a 
story. “Larry said, ‘Don’t 
censor whatever comes up 

it will choose you.’ ” 

The incident that, she 
continues, came “rushing 
to the front of my mind” 
was something that hap- 
pened when she was 10: 
the murder of her grandfa- 
ther on his farm. “She was 
horrified,” says Moss. “She 
had not wanted to go back 
there. She played herself, 
her mother and father, and 
her black nanny, Salamina. 
As she was telling the 
story, | saw it as a movie 
and the hair went up at the 
back of my neck.” 


Critics Circle Award. 


things” 
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South African roots 


The Syringa Tree grows at the ART 


By the time she'd finished the performance, 
many of her ART colleagues were in tears, and 
Moss was determined that she turn the exer- 
cise into a play. “| thought, this is a great ac- 
tress in a great story.” The resulting project, 
The Syringa Tree, which concerns the abiding 
love between a white family and a black one 
who share an abode in a South Africa still 
gripped by apartheid, debuted at Seattle's 
ACT and has since had a North American tour 
and a lengthy Off Broadway run, during which 
time it earned laudatory reviews and numer- 
ous prizes including an Obie, a Drama Desk 
Award, a Drama League Award, and an Outer 


Now, after a year-long break, Gien is bring- 
ing The Syringa Tree back to where it began. 
Directed by Moss, the one-woman play inaugu- 
rates the ART’s South African Festival, which 
commemorates the 10th anniversary of the fall 
of apartheid. Gien's one-woman drama is a 
multi-generational saga in which the play- 
wright plays two dozen characters, from 
Afrikaners to Zulus, children to elders. “What 
Pam tried to do,” says producer Matt Salinger, 
“was show that the soul and spirit of people is 
more important than the color of the skin.” 

Gien’s white physician father was widely 
traveled. “He would hear about what was going 
on in the townships and police force and 
army,” she says, “so he had a broader view of 
- a view that went beyond state cen- 
sorship. The result was “a debate at the dinner 


play@pplay 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $35; 
discounts for seniors and students. 

@ BIG DIG .... THE END OF AN 
ERROR! Improv Asylum takes on 
our collective tax and traffic alba- 
tross in this improv- and sketch-com- 
edy revue. At Improv Asylum, 216 
Hanover Street, Boston (617-263- 
6887), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, 
at 9 p.m. on Friday, and at 8 and 
10 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $15 to $20 
@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to cata- 


logue all the antics of the Drama 
Desk Award-winning trio of cobalt- 
painted bald pates who have settled 


Pamela Gien 





table that was perhaps a little more far-reach- 
ing in terms of exposure.” 

But knowing about the dire conditions in her 
country came at a cost for the young Gien, who 
couldn't wait to leave home. “My response was 
to run as far away as | could — to get out and 
see the world and travel and do what young 
people do.” Her travels led the burgeoning ac- 
tress to America, and after a couple of years in 
New York, she came to the ART, where she ap- 
peared in 14 shows, including Uncle Vanya, 
‘Tis Pity She's a Whore, The Miser, and The 
King Stag, in the 1980s. Colleague Thomas 
Derrah isn’t surprised that she’d end up per- 
forming two dozen parts in her own play. “She 
has an enormous range. She can play innocent 
and girlish to vampish and wild. She could 
play a million characters.” 

Gien has made only one trip home to South 
Africa since leaving, but the ART engagement is 
the prelude to perhaps the most important per- 
formance The Syringa Tree will ever have: a run at 
the Baxter Theatre in Cape Town next spring. 
“This is a really exciting moment for me,” she 
says, “because |’m back at ART, which is my 
home, and then | go back to South Africa. | think 
it will be an emotional and joyful experience.” 

The Syringa Tree is presented by the Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre as part of its South 
African Festival at the Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle Street in Harvard Square, December 30 
through January 16. Tickets are $36 to $72, 
$12 for students; call (617) 547-8300. or 
visit www.amrep.org. @ 





into long runs Off Broadway and at 
the Charles Playhouse. They begin 
their delightful and deafening 
evening of anti-performance art 
beating drums that are also deep 
buckets of paint, so that sprays of 
color jump from the instruments 
like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectators in tangles 
of toilet paper. And the Blue Men 
have lately advertised new “twists 
and turns,” including a piece on the 
state of world rock and one set in an 
Internet café. At the Charles Play- 
house, 74 Warrenton Street, Boston 
(617-426-6912), indefinitely. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday, at 7 p.m. on Friday, at 4, 
7, and 10 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 























































and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $46 to 
$56; $21.75 obstructed-view seat- 
ing, available at the box office and 
Boston day of performance. 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trini- 
ty Repertory Company winds 
down the annual attack of the killer 
Scrooges, fielding two casts in a cor- 
nucopia of performances of the Adri- 
an Hall/Richard Cumming adapta- 
tion. Bonus: Scrooge actually takes 


| off on his nocturnal journey toward 


redemption, like a malevolent old 
Peter Pan. Mark Sutch directs. 
Stephen Berenson and Cynthia 
Strickland are the Scrooges of two 
separate companies. Also in the casts 
this year are Boston-area favorites 
Diego Arciniegas, Susanne Nitter, 
and Robert Saoud. At Trinity Reper- 
tory Company, 201 Washington 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401-351-4242), through December 
27. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
at 11 a.m. and 2 and 5 p.m. on Fri- 
day, and at 11 a.m. and 2, 5, and 
8 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $28 to $50; 
discounts for seniors and the dis- 
abled. Hartford Stage presents its 
adaptation by artistic director 
Michael Wilson (who also directs), 
which is described as “a Victorian 
Christmas card come to life,” at 
Hartford Stage. 50 Church Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut (860-527- 
5151), through December 26. Cur- 
tain is at 2 and 7 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, at 11 a.m. and 2 and 
7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $55; 
discounts for children. 

@ CHRISTMAS IN OUR TOWN: 
HOLIDAY STORIES. Jeffrey Rath 
directs this original play by Theater in 
the Open, an exploration of holiday 
favorites that includes caroling, danc- 
ing, and larger-than-life. puppets. At 
the Firehouse Center for the Arts, 
Market Square, Newburyport (978- 
462-7336), through December 26. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15; $12 for 
seniors, students, and children. 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. Di- 
rected by Patrick Swanson, with mu- 
sical direction by George Emlen, the 
2004 edition of this annual celebra- 
tion of the Winter Solstice is a rever- 
ent and respectful “tribute to our 
friends up North,” featuring Québe- 
cois music and celebration of the hol- 
iday. The most cogent Christmas Rev- 
els in memory, it’s hosted by David 
Coffin and Debra Wise and features 
the dance troupe Danse Cadence 
(which clogs up a storm), Le Choeur 
du Noel, and the Québecois Kids, 
along with local favorites the 
Pinewoods Morris Men and the Cam- 
bridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble. 
At Harvard University’s Sanders The- 
atre, 45 Quincy Street, Cambridge 
(617-496-2222), through December 
28. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sunday, at 
7:30 p.m. on Monday, and at 3 p.m. 
on Tuesday. Tix $20 to $42; $12 to 
$32 for children under 12. 

@ CINDERELLA. Foothills Theatre 
presents playwright Jack Neary’s 
adaptation of the tiber—“Cinderella 
story.” Kids and parents welcome. At 
the Courtyard off Commercial Street, 
adjacent to the Worcester Common 
Outlets, Worcester (508-754-4018), 
December 29 through January 1. 
Curtain is at 10 a.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday. Tix $9. 

@ ENCORE! Boston-based Cham- 
ber Repertory Theatre, which 
mounts touring productions of stage 
adaptations of classic short stories 
for student and other audiences, 
makes a home-town stop. On the 
program are Edgar Allan Poe’s The 


| Tell Tale Heart, Washington Irving’s 


The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, W.W. 
Jacobs’s The Monkey’s Paw, Guy de 
Maupassant’s The Necklace, and 
Mark Twain’s The Celebrated Jump- 
ing Frog of Calaveras County. At 
Berklee Performance Center, 136 
Massachusetts Avenue, Boston (617- 
542-9155), December 23. Curtain is 
at 10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 
@ FULLY COMMITTED. Lyric Stage 
Company artistic director Spiro Velou- 
dos pairs Becky Mode’s delirious one- 
man show about an out-of-work actor 
manning the reservations line at an 
in-demand Manhattan eatery with 
never-out-of-work actor John Kuntz, 
who plays more than 40 characters, 
including the restaurant’s imperious 
but insecure chef, its snooty French 
maitre d’, and folks from the Upper 
Continued on page 20 
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East Side to the Mafia who are desper- 
ate to book a table. Veloudos directs 
the amusing production, in which 
Kuntz channels all his zaniness into 
the supernumeraries but offers a 
poignant take on the harassed central 
character. At the Lyric Stage Company 
of Boston, 140 Clarendon Street, 
Boston (617-437-7172), December 
23. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tix $19 to 
$43; $10 student rush, 30 minutes 
prior to performance 

@ THE KREUTZER SONATA. Mer 
rimack Repertory Theatre scores the 
world premiere of Larry Pine’s one- 
man tour de force performance of his 
adaptation of Tolstoy’s controversial 
1890 story, “a penetrating look into 
the mind of a married man” that has 
Christianity duking it out with lust, 
murder, and Beethoven. Larry and 
Margaret Pine penned the adapta- 
tion, with Margaret Pine providing a 
“musical landscape” and direction 
Larry Pine is best known as the excel- 
lent Astrov of Louis Malle’s 1994 film 
Vanya on 42nd Street; he’s joined on 
stage by pianist Bonnie Anderson and 
violinist Piotr Buczek. At Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East Merri- 
mack Street, Lowell (978-454-3926), 
December 30 through January 29 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 4:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $26 to $45; rush tickets 
25 percent off, day of performance 
one hour prior to curtain 

@ THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 
Portsmouth’s Player’s Ring Theatre 
takes on Tony-winning composer (for 
Parade) Jason Robert Brown’s unusu- 
al song cycle, a two-person musical 
chronicling the birth and death of a 
relationship between a burgeoning 
composer and a struggling actress, 
with the husband telling the story 
from start to finish and the wife mov- 
ing in the other direction. Rob 
Scullin directs. At the Player’s Ring, 
105 Marcy Street, Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire (603-436-8123), Decem- 
ber 31 through January 9. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 
3 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $10; $8 
for seniors and students 

@ LIES, HALF TRUTHS AND THE 
AMERICAN WAY. This new show is 
“an improvisational and sketch-com- 
edy revue that asks the questions: 
does anyone tell the truth anymore, 
and does anyone take the blame?” 
Featured is a “prison duet” for Stew- 
art and Saddam Hussein; other 
scenes are inspired by audience sug- 
gestions. At Improv Asylum, 216 
Hanover Street, Boston (617-263- 
6887), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday 
and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 

@ THE LION KING. The eagerly 
awaited arrival in Boston of the 
Tony-winning 1997 Broadway musi- 
cal built by director/designer Julie 
Taymor on Disney’s 1994 animated 
film about a prodigal Hamlet with fur 
lives up to its hype. Local girl turned 
theater goddess Taymor turns the lik- 
able coming-of-age cartoon about a 
princely lion cub tricked into exile 
and returning to claim his rightful 
place into a graceful, percussive, 
multicultural pageant with songs by 
South African composer Lebo M 
added to those of Elton John and 
Tim Rice, regal masks and puppets 
melded to humans, and stunning 
though simple effects, many of them 
inspired by Asian theater. There is a 
disconnect between Taymor’s contri- 
bution and Disney’s, so that some- 
times the show seems like a slicing 
and dicing of primal exotica and cute 
cartoon. But the celebratory and 
moving opening number alone, with 
its parade of imaginatively conceived 
animals wafting down the aisles and 
onto the stage, is worth the price of 
admission. This is one show to be en- 


joyed by adults and cubs alike. At the 


Opera House, 539 Washington 
Street, Boston (617-931-ARTS), 
through February 20. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday 
(with 2 p.m. matinees on Thursday 
December 23, Friday December 31, 
and Wednesday February 16), at 
8 p.m. on Friday (no performance 
December 24), at 2 p.m. (no per- 
formance December 25) and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $22.50 to $87.50; 
$27.50 to $97.50 the week of De- 
cember 28-January 2. 


@ MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL. 
Jennie Linders’s hit Off Broadway 
musical, which “relyricizes” tunes 
from the ’60s and ’70s to create a 
parodic paean to a familiar checklist 
of aprés-40 concerns of the distaff 
set, is another critic-proof show that 
nonetheless takes the easy way out at 
every opportunity. There’s doubtless 
a clever musical to be written on the 
subject of menopause, but this one is 
no hot flash. The show, which brings 
four disparate middle-agers together 
at the lingerie counter of Blooming 
dale’s New York, abounds in cliché 
Still, the Boston cast is zippy, and a 
few of the sight gags are great. Just 
don’t go expecting The Vagina Mono- 
logues. At the Stuart Street Play- 
house, 200 Stuart Street, Boston 
(800-447-7400), indefinitely. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. The holiday sched- 
ule, in effect through January 2, is as 
follows. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday (with a 2 p.m 
Wednesday matinee on December 
29), at 8 p.m. on Friday (December 
31 only), and at 2 and 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $42.50, $38.25 for sen- 


iors and “Girls’ Night Out” groups of 


10 or more; $50 on New Year’s Eve, 
which includes champagne and party 
favors 

@ THE PROVOK’D WIFE. British 
director Mark Wing-Davey is at the 
helm of this visually striking Ameri 
can Repertory staging of Restoration 
playwright John Vanbrugh’s seldom- 
revived 1697 comedy. Deemed at the 
time “rampant and scandalous,” it’s 
about the drunk, disorderly, surly, 
uncouth, and aptly named Sir John 
Brute (played with every scatological 
nuance by the excellent Bill Camp), 
whose ill treatment of his attractive 
wife of two years has led her to the 
brink of adultery. The ART tacks on 
an unnecessary prologue (spoken by 
Remo Airaldi in modern dress as a 
period minuet swirls around him) 
and epilogue. But Vanbrugh’s play 
holds up rather well. And Wing- 
Davey’s approach is to knock the 
bawdy work on its back, legs in air, 
with one foot flailing in the man- 
nered, less-than-sanitary time of its 
writing, the other in a modern limbo 
inspired by lurid red-light districts, 
punk-rock fashion, and the furniture 
of Philippe Starck. The performances 
are accomplished, with Effie John- 
son’s female fop of a Lady Fancyfull, 
swirling and swooning in a series of 
elaborate wraps, plumes, and plat- 
form shoes, a particular delight. At 
the Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge (617-547-8300), 
through December 26. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $12 to $72. 

@ RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
SPECTACULAR. Move over Nut- 
cracker, the Rockettes have arrived 
This year for the first time, the Wang 
Theatre hosts a touring version of the 
famed Radio City holiday entertain- 
ment featuring the long-legged, 
high-kicking lovelies dancing in such 
traditional numbers as “The Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers” and “The 
Living Nativity,” both of which have 
been on the Radio City program 
since 1933, and such relative up- 
starts as “The 12 Days of Christmas” 
and “Christmas in New York.” The 
Rockettes do their thing with 
aplomb, but they deserve better than 
the taped music and soulless hoopla 
with which they are surrounded. At 
the Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-447-7400), 
through December 31. Performance 
times vary; a complete schedule ‘is 
available at www.wangcenter.org. 
Tix $18.50 to $74.50. 

@ THE SANTALAND DIARIES. 
TheatreZone steps up to the plate to 
provide an acerb counterpart to all 
those Christmas Carols in David 
Sedaris’s wicked account of his ex- 
periences as a discontented elf at 
Macy’s in Manhattan. Rodney 
Raftery, whose pertinent credits in- 
clude playing a nutcracker at Santa- 
land in the Dedham Mall, plays the 
crumbling Crumpet. At Chelsea The- 
atre Works, 189 Winnisimmet 
Street, Chelsea (617-887-2336), 
through December 26. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday and 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
Tix $18 at the door; $15 in advance; 
$12 at the door, $10 in advance on 
Thursday. 


@ SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL. 
That senior citizen of children’s the- 
ater and early nurturer of Julie Tay- 
mor, Boston Children’s Theatre, pres- 
ents the Broadway musical by the 
Ragtime team of Lynn Ahrens and 
Steven Flaherty that conflates several 
Dr. Seuss stories, bringing together 
Horton the Elephant, the Grinch, 
Gertrude McFuzz, Mayzie LaBird, 
and the Cat in the Hat in an unlikely 
inter-species romance. Patricia M 
Gleeson directs, with musical direc- 
tion by Jonathan Goldberg. The cast 
ranges in age from 8 to 17. At Suffolk 
University’s C. Walsh Theatre, 55 
Temple Street, Boston (617-424- 
6634), through December 30. Cur 
tain is at 2 p.m. December 25 
through 30. Tix $10 to $22. 
@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa- 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue to 
comb Newbury Street for the murder- 
er of a classical pianist who lived over 
the unisex hair salon where the show 
is set. At the Charles Playhouse Stage 
Il, 74 Warrenton Street, Boston (617- 
26-5225), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
5 and 8 p.m. on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, at 6:30 
and 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. A different 
holiday schedule is in place through 
January 2. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday (December 23), at 3 and 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday 
(December 25 and 26), at 8 p.m. 
Monday through Friday (December 
27 through 31, with a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Wednesday), and at 3 and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday (January 1). There is no 
Sunday performance January 2. Tix 
$34; $36 through January 1. 
@ THE SYRINGA TREE. Former 
American Repertory Theatre actor 
Pamela Gien inaugurates the ART’s 
South African Festival with her suc- 
cessful Off Broadway one-woman 
show, “a personal, deeply evocative 
story of an abiding love between two 
families, one black, one white, and 
the two children that are born into 
their shared South African household 
in the early 1960s.” Gien plays 24 
characters in the course of the piece, 
endeavoring “to make sense of the 
chaos, magic, and darkness of 
Africa.” Larry Moss directs. Presented 
by the American Repertory Theatre 
at the Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
Street, Harvard Square, Cambridge 
(617-547-8300), December 30 
through January 16. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $36 to $72; $12 for 
students. (Sally Cragin’s preview is 
on page 18.) 
@ TOUR DE FORCE! Boston-based 
Chamber Repertory Theatre, which 
mounts touring productions of classic 
short stories for student audiences 
and others, makes a home stop with a 
program that includes Edgar Allan 
Poe’s The Fall of the House of Usher, 
Ambrose Bierce’s An Occurrence at 
Owl Creek Bridge, Richard Connell’s 
The Most Dangerous Game, Saki’s The 






Mouse, and O. Henry’s The Ransom of 


Red Chief. At John Hancock Hall, 180 
Berkeley Street, Boston (617-542- 
9155), December 23. Curtain is at 
10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ WHO’S AFRAID OF THE VIR- 
GIN MARY? The Gold Dust Or- 
phans present, for the second year, 
camp provocateur Ryan Landry’s col- 
orful orgy of holiday sacrilege. It’s a 
conflation of the Nativity story and 
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? In which an embittered 
Joseph (Larry Coen) and bibulous 
Mary (a bewigged Landry in robes 
and rouge), still living in the Bethle- 
hem stable where the BVM gave 
birth these 2000 years ago, entertain 
the young Nick (Chris Loftus) and 
Honey (Scott Martino) Kringle fol- 
lowing midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve. It’s surprising how neatly 
Albee’s frame of late-night flirtation 
and recrimination (from which much 
is borrowed wholesale) suits 
Landry’s outrageous Biblical decora- 
tion and material-versus-spiritual 
theme. And the Orphans pull off the 
audacious if bittersweet comedy 
with their characteristic cheesy 
aplomb. At the Ramrod Center for 
the Performing Arts in Machine, 
1256 Boylston Street, Boston (617- 
265-6222), December 23. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Tix $25, cash only. 





he city’s major dance organiza- 

tion, Boston Ballet, had a good 

year on stage, and its down- 
sized Nutcracker at the Colonial 
Theatre was well received by the 
critics, though how the company 
will cope with the smaller box 
office for its holiday moneymaker 
remains to be seen. The year also 
brought George Balanchine icon 
Suzanne Farrell to Harvard, and the 
Celebrity Series brought the usual 
suspects to Boston. Here’s the best 
of 2004 as seen by Marcia B. Siegel 
and Jeffrey Gantz. 


1) STRAIGHT AND NOT SO 
STRAIGHT 

Now 30 years old, 
Les Ballets Trock- 
adero de Monte 
Carlo has brought 
travesti dancing to 
new levels of sar- 
torial excellence 
and bad taste. Its 
Celebrity Series 
performances at 
the Majestic The- 
atre featured the 
classical branch of 
the Trockadero’s 
extensive reperto- 
ry, with numbers 
ranging from the 
Romantic period 
(Grand Pas de 
Quatre) through 
Imperial Russia 
(act two of Swan 
Lake and a pas- 
tiche ripped from 
Raymonda) to the 
early 20th century 
(The Dying Swan) 
and a contemporary throwback 
(Tarantella). When one of the 
Trocks does a series of whipping 
fouettés with interpolated double 
tours, it seems more virtuosic than 
a ballerina cranking out 32. And 
you could appreciate the skill of the 
klutzy jumps, skewed balances, and 
musical pratfalls even as you were 
laughing at them. 


2) TROUBLED SLEEP 


In Prometheus Dance’s Dreams, 
which was presented at the Cam- 
bridge Multicultural Arts Center, 
things start out with a grain of 
sense, then smoothly slide off into 
regions where logic doesn’t apply. 
Using the formal devices of chore- 
ography, Diane Arvanites-Noyes and 
Tommy Neblett suggested the way a 
dreamer treads among his or her 
most dangerous fears and unset- 
tling fantasies, steadied by the cer- 
tainty of returning to ordinary life. 


3) MUSICALE 

Every performance by Mark Morris 
is a musical treat. This choreogra- 
pher has terrific instincts for old and 
new repertory seldom heard in the 
concert hall, and he insists on live 
music. His program at the Shubert 
Theatre, in a Celebrity Series presen- 
tation, featured two pieces new to 
Boston, All Fours (Bartok’s String 
Quartet No. 4) and the Morris solo 





7) The Taming of the Shrew 


Serenade (Lou Harrison’s 
Serenade for Guitar), along 
with A Spell (John Wilson’s 
Renaissance madrigals) and 
Grand Duo (Harrison’s Grand 
Duo for Violin and Piano). It 
was the kind of post-ethnic 
20th-century music that 
brings out the 
best in Morris. 


iippags 











4) GRANDE DAME 
Based on the novel by 
Alexandre Dumas fils, Val Cani- 
paroli’s The Lady of the Camelias 
turned out to have a lot in common 
with its title heroine. Both the ballet 
and the bonbon 
were promiscuous 
characters with 
checkered pasts, 
and both seemed 
brittle, tart, and 
superficial when 
you first met 
them but im- 
proved on further 
acquaintance. Ca- 
niparoli’s unde- 
manding choreog- 
raphy owed more 
to pair skating 
and gymnastics 
than to classical 
tradition, but his 
ballet had a 
pumping heart 
and a strong 
backbone and un- 
consumptive 
lungs, and after a 
performance or 
two to warm to 
the work, Boston 
Ballet’s produc- 
tion was worthy of customers, even 
at Paris-courtesan prices. 


5) KEEPER OF THE FLAME 


The Harvard Theater Collection’s 
celebration of George Balanchine’s 
centennial included an appearance 
by his iconic ballerina Suzanne Far- 
rell, who was interviewed by New 
Yorker dance critic Joan Acocella. In 
the conversation, Farrell seemed de- 
lightfully un-neurotic about her 
mentor, mindful of his voice but de- 
termined to apply it in her own way 
to young dancers. And when she 
coached a former student who’s 
now a Harvard senior, she pointed 
out how a dancer’s small rhythmic 
adjustments and use of space could 
make the subtle difference between 
blandness and genius. 


6) DIVAS 

Dance for the older dancer isn’t a 
new idea anymore. Several groups 
have taken on the commendable 
mission of presenting men and 
women who'd be considered past 
their prime just when the rest of us 
are cruising up to it. Concord Acad- 
emy’s “3 Women Solo” was an ex- 
traordinary such occasion, giving us 
three unparalleled stars together in 
the same room. Sara Rudner, Mar- 
tine Hamel, and Carmen de Laval- 
lade just don’t have anybody in the 
same league with them. And in the 





Summer 

Stages presenta- 
tion, each woman’s 
solo was totally in 
command and in the 
moment. 


7) ON WITH THE SHREW! 
With its verbal fireworks, The Taming 
of the Shrew is not a play that’s easily 
tamed to the ballet stage, and John 
Cranko’s 1969 version is more gener- 
ic and less original than his staging of 
Aleksandr Pushkin’s Yevgeny Onegin. 
Acting is what drives Cranko’s Shrew, 
and the particulars that the compa- 
ny’s dancers supplied — especially 
the four Kates, Larissa Ponomarenko, 
Pollyana Ribeiro, Adriana Suarez, 
and Lorna Feijoo, and the comedy of 
Mindaugas Bauzys and Gianni Di 
Marco — are what drove this produc- 
tion. As in 1995, when it first staged 
this work, Boston Ballet saw past its 
Bianca-like “sweet beauty” to the 
Kate-like “lusty wench” at its heart. 


8) DREAM TV 

We got two revered adaptations of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
George Balanchine’s 1962 full- 
length ballet was captured in a 
1966 video that was then reformat- 
ted for television, whereupon Bal- 
anchine disowned it; a newly 
spruced-up video version received a 
rare screening at Lincoln Center in 
October. Sir Frederick Ashton’s one- 
act translation of Shakespeare’s play 








6) Carmen de Lavallade and Gus Solomons 


















ographed in 
1964, and PBS 
aired a production done 
at the Orange County Per- 
forming Arts Center in the 
summer of 2003, another 


fusing thing that Ashton 

was pursuing succumbed to 
the realism of “live” TV. No 

such reservations applied to PBS’s 
American Masters: Balanchine, an 
excellent two-hour bio that was 
made in 1984, shortly after Mr. B’s 
death, and hadn’t been seen since 
its initial airing. 


9) SMALLER IS BETTER? 
That question was still up in the air 
— but give Boston Ballet credit for 
turning the loss of its 
usual venue at the Wang 
Theatre into an opportu 
nity when it moved its 
Nutcracker into the small- 
er Colonial for this holi- 
day season. The Colonial 
put the audience in a 
much better relationship 
to the stage and also to it- 
self. Artistic director 
Mikko Nissinen cut out a 
lot of busywork and clut- 
ter that the ballet had ac- 
cumulated at the hands 
of many previous 
arrangers, and he 
strengthened the 


3) Mark Morris, Grand Duo 


was chore- 


treat, though the fluid, con- 














through-line. And though the pro- 
duction was less fortunate in its de- 
sign elements, there were some 
spectacular moments of dancing, 
and that’s where the performers’ 
proximity to the audience paid off. 


10) BEST OF THE REST 
Lorraine Chapman’s Authentic His- 
tories in Crash Arts’ “Dance Straight 
Up” at the Tsai Performance Center; 
Joe Goode’s What the Body Knows 
at Northeastern; Antonio Gaddes’s 
flamenco Blood Wedding at the Ma- 
jestic Theatre (Gaddes died this 
year); the Japan Society of Boston’s 
presentation of “Kabuki in Boston: 
Heisei Nakamura-za Theatre” at the 
Majestic; David Parker & the Bang 
Group at Concord Academy; and 
“An Evening of Dances by Marcus 
Schulkind” at Green Street Studios, 
which included Lorraine Chapman 
in Let Bygones Be. 

— Compiled by Jeffrey Gantz 


5) Suzanne Farrell 
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dance 





Waltz of the Flowers. 


dance 


@ THURSDAY 23 

BOSTON BALLET presents The Nut 
cracker Thurs. at 7:30 p.m., Fri. at noon, 
Sun. at 1 and 5:30 p.m., and Tues 

Thurs. at 2 and 7:30 p.m. at the Colonial 
Theatre, 106 Boylston St., Boston. Tick 
ets $25-$100; (617) 931-2787 


@ FRIDAY 24 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ SUNDAY 26 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ TUESDAY 28 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 30 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 


Thi 
inurs 


PARTICIPATORY 


@ THURSDAY 23 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Virgin 
Mary, 29 Central St., Somerville. Free; 
(617) 625-2222 

MILONGA LA PORTENA is at 
8:30 p.m. at the Brookline Community 
Center for the Arts, 14 Green St., Brook- 
line. Tickets $10; (617) 738-2800 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662-6710 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the Universalist Church, 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3; (978) 
745-2229 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE. DANCE is at 8 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets $12 
before 9 p.m.; $8 after 9 p.m.; (617) 
876-9330 


@ SATURDAY 25 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden St., 
Concord. Tickets $8; (617) 547-7781 
RYLES DANCE HALL with Latin, 
swing, and tango sounds with DJ Chris 
Johnston is at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club 
(second floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $12; (617) 876-9330 


@ SUNDAY 26 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union St., Ash 
land. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435-0950 


INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING 








from 8 to 11 p.m. at MIT, Sala de 
Puerto Rico, Stratton Student Center 
second floor), 84 Mass. Ave., Cam 
bridge. Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m 
at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 Mount 
Auburn St., Cambridge. Tickets $3, $2 
for students; (617) 484-3267 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by 
Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is at 


1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, $12 for 
students; (617) 524-2763 

LA MILONGUITA: ARGENTINE 
TANGO DANCE is at 7 p.m. (lesson) 


and 9 p.m. (dance) at the Brazilian Cul 





BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACKER: Heather Myers in the 


tural Center, 310 Webster Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $10; (413) 585-9695 
SAMBA SUNDAY is at 7 p.m. at the 
Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800. 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at 179 South St 
(sixth floor), Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 
388-0925 

ZYDECO DANCE with Planet Zydeco is 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at St. John’s United 
Methodist Hall, 80 Mount Auburn St., 
Watertown. Suggested donation $12; 
(617) 460-4213 


@ MONDAY 27 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is 
at 7:30 p.m. at Green Street Studios, 185 
Green St., Cambridge. Tickets $12; 
(617) 840-2362 

HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE is at 9:30 p.m. at Green 
Street Grill, 280 Green St., Cambridge 
Tickets $8; (617) 312-5550. 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 9 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 21 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets $1( 
(617) 312-5550 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 8 p.m 
to midnight at Temple Kehillath Israel, 
384 Harvard Ave., Brookline. Tickets $4, 
$3 for students; (617) 484-4282 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee In 
genuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout House, 
74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets $7; 
(781) 272-0396 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
7:45 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets $7, $4 for 
students; (617) 661-5899. 

SWING ARLINGTON is at 9 p.m 
(with lessons at 6:45 and 7:45 p.m.) at 
Elks Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arling 
ton. Tickets $10 before 9 p.m., $6 after; 
(617) 623-3134 


@ TUESDAY 28 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 West 
Water St., Wakefield. Tickets $7; (781) 
246-9663. 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 
270-4994 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and al- 
cohol-free barefoot dance at 7:30 p.m. at 
the First Congregational Church, 11 Gar 
den St., Cambridge. Tickets $6; (978) 
369-7522 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Avenue Con- 
gregational Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., 
Arlington Heights. Tickets $8, $3 for stu- 
dents; (781) 662-6710. 

ISRAELI DANCE is at 7 p.m. at MIT, 
Lobby of Building 13, 77 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $1; 
(617) 253-3655 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia’s, 1270 Boyl 
ston St., Boston. Lessons at 9 p.m. Tick 
ets $10, $2 for lesson; (617) 513-9841 
TANGO BREAK is at 8:30 p.m. at the 
VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 699 
6246 


@ THURSDAY 30 

GREEK FOLK DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs 

MILONGA LA PORTENA. See listing 
for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See 
listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs 
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First Night 


The annual New Year's bash rolls on 


by Nina MacLaughlin 


Be‘ in 1976, a group of 
artists devised an alterna- 
tive, arts-based New Year’s 
Eve party that has grown 
from a few decoratively 
dressed yahoos banging 
drums on Boston Common to 
the largest New Year’s cele- 
bration in North America 
with a million button-wearing 
revelers and hundreds of per- 
formances. It’s an unwieldy 
beast, First Night, and here’s 
a sampling to help you tame 
it. Events run from noon to 
midnight on December 31. 

The centerpiece of First 
Night is the Grand Proces- 
sion. A torrent of puppets, 
performers, musicians, and 
merrymakers starts at the 
Hynes Convention Center at 
5:30 p.m. and makes its way 
down Boylston Street to the 
corner of Charles and Bea- 
con Streets. The trademark 
ice sculptures include a 
dragon and First Night frogs 
at the Boston Common Frog 
Pond, “Buffalo Children” on 
the Lafayette Mall, and an 
ice circus on Copley Square. 

The Hynes (900 Boylston 
Street) hosts a Family Festi- 
val with a day-long selection 
of kid-friendly music, dance, 
storytelling, and stunts. The 
New England Anime Society 
screens selections of Japan- 
ese animation at 1, 2:15, 3, 
and 4:45 p.m. The Airborne 
Comedians juggle electric 
guitars and birdbaths at 
1:40, 3:10, and 4:40 p.m., 
and the SkyRiders bounce 
on trampolines with skis and 
hula hoops at 1:20, 2:50, 
and 4:20 p.m. 

There’s music to suit most 
tune tastes. Incensed British 
pub-rocker Graham Parker 
plays the Orpheum (1 Hamil- 
ton Place) at 8:30 and 
10:30 p.m. backed by mem- 
bers of the Gentlemen. Col- 
lege-radio regular Bill 


Janovitz and his band Crown Victoria precede Parker at the Or- 
pheum at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. Some might recognize Neal 
Sugarman from his days with Boston punk-era band Boy’s Life; 
the saxophonist fronts vintage funksters Sugarman 3 at 9 and 
10 p.m. at Emmanuel Church (15 Newbury Street). Ziaf chan- 
nels Parisian chanteuse Edith Piaf at 7:30 and 8:45 p.m. at 
the Boston Public Library (700 Boylston Street in Copley 
Square). New Zealand free-noise champ Birchville Cat Motel 
drones as part of the “Evening of Experimental Music” from 
7:30 to 11 p.m. at the Hynes. The bill also includes Black 
Forest/Black Sea, Jay Sullivan, and Howard Stelzer. 

Those classically disposed will want to know that Trés. per- 
forms Baroque works befitting the season at 6 and 7:45 p.m. 
at the First and Second Church (66 Marlborough Street). The 
thundering brass bash of the Old South Brass, Organ and 
Timpani ensemble can be heard at 6:30 and 8 p.m. at Old 
South Church (645 Boylston Street in Copley Square). The 
young musicians of Project STEP, which brings together 
African-Americans and Latinos to perform classical music, 
appear at 1 and 2 p.m. at the First and Second Church; 
they’re followed by the Boston City Singers at 3 p.m. 

The First Night Film Festival takes place at the Coolidge 
Corner Theatre (290 Brookline Street in Brookline) and the 
Museum of Fine Arts (465 Huntington Avenue). At noon at 
the Coolidge, there’s the annual Looney Tunes Extravaganza. 
Then as part of the “Documentary Salon” at the Coolidge, A 
League of Ordinary Gentlemen follows in the hallowed bowl- 
ing-flick tradition at 3 p.m.; it’s followed at 5 p.m. by Born 
into Brothels, which traces the lives of kids raised in Calcut- 
ta’s red-light district who are given cameras and lessons by a 
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Puppet from the Grand Procession 


professional photographer. And at 9 p.m., you can catch Al 
Pacino as Shylock and Jeremy Irons as Antonio in a sneak 
preview of The Merchant of Venice, which opens here next 
month. The MFA, meanwhile, presents its annual shorts pro- 
gram at 12:15, 1:30, 2:45, and 4 p.m. 

In the movement department, BalletRox offers its Nut- 
cracker alternative, Urban Nutcracker, at 1 and 2:15 p.m. at 
the Hynes. Snappy Dance taps into the work of master-of- 
macabre Edward Gorey in Temperamental Wobble with its 
sculpturally absurd physicality at 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. at 
John Hancock Hall (180 Berkeley Street). And at 9:30 and 
10:30 p.m. at Hancock Hall, David Parker & the Bang Group 
serve up another alternative Nutcracker with a blend of com- 
edy and contemporary dance in Nut/Cracked. 

Comedy highlights at the Hynes include Tony V. at 7:30 
and 9:30 p.m.; Tony calls his annual look back on the year “a 
Magical Mystery Tour without the magic or mystery.” Red Sox 
tiber-fan Jimmy Dunn joins Tony at 8:30 and 10:30 p.m., as 
does Muslim stand-up comedienne Tissa Hami at 8, 9, and 
10 p.m. Improv Boston leaves its cramped quarters in Inman 
Square for an evening at the Hynes from 7:30 through 
11 p.m. And the Boston Poetry Slam encourages audiences to 
join the verbal dance at 7:30, 8:15, 9, 9:45, and 10:30 p.m. 

The First Night Button affords admission to all First Night 
Events. Buttons are $15 and can be purchased at Shaw’s/ 
Star Markets, Store 24s, the MFA, the Isabella Stewart Gard- 
ner Museum, the Park Street T station, and a variety of other 
outlets. For more information, call (617) 542-1399; for a 
complete schedule of performances and events, visit 
www. firstnight. org. Le) 























YEAR IN REVIEW / art 








Gauguin, Gardner, garbage, 
Greece, Giotto, and more 


he Museum of Fine Arts gave us Paul Gauguin, garbage from Tim Noble and Sue Webster, the Olympic Games, and Art Deco; the Isabella Stewart Gardner pitched in with a celebration of Is- 
abella’s Venice and a recontextualization of its Giotto; and there was a lot more, including a centenary salute to George Balanchine. Here’s a look at what we got as seen by Christopher Millis 


and Jeffrey Gantz. 


1) PROXIMATE OPPOSITES 
As a political work, Paul Rahilly’s 
The Belmont Women’s Club, which 
displays a lanky, handsome, full- 
frontally nude model in front of the 
title institution, offers up some- 
thing to offend almost everybody. 


1) The Belmont Women's Club 


Liberals can cite its apparent objec- 
tification of women; conservatives 
can point to the painting’s porno- 
graphic immodesty. But its techni- 
cal achievement is greater still. 
Rahilly’s other contributions to his 
“Figures and Still Lifes” show at 
Gallery NAGA were merely terrific, 
whereas The Belmont Women’s Club 
is something of a masterpiece. 


2) SMASH HIT 

The 18th (biannual) “Drawing 
Show” at the Boston Center for the 
Arts’ Mill Gallery was the best we’d 
seen in years. What it had going for 
it above all was an openness of spir- 
it, with no axes to grind, no state- 
ments to make about what drawing 
ought or ought not to be, no exclu- 
sions of a categorical sort, and no 
phony inclusiveness, either. The re- 
sult was a full-fledged celebration 
of the Boston arts scene. 


3) THE PARADISE SYNDROME 


“Gauguin Tahiti,” which opened at 
the Grand Palais in Paris before 
coming to the Museum of Fine Arts, 
was a chilling portrait of the pursuit 
of a paradise that’s always some- 
where else. It also reminded us 
what a polymath and a paradox 
Paul Gauguin was. The almost 200 
items that make up the show in- 
cluded not just oil paintings but wa- 
tercolors, drawings, lithographs, 
woodcuts, wood carvings, stone 
carvings, and all manner of accom- 
plished experimentation from an 
artist who was largely self-taught. 
The paradox is that the man 
who was always moving on 
to the next utopia made 





art in which he kept retreating into 
his own fantasy world. In the end, 
that was the only paradise Gauguin 
found. The MFA’s traditional 
chronological approach didn’t re- 
quire much imagination, but it 
worked to highlight the changes in 
Gauguin’s art — and his life — 
between 1891 and 1903. 


4) CENTENNIALS 


The Palazzo Barbaro was the 
Venetian base for Isabella and 
Jack Gardner, and the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum cele- 
brated the tail end of its cen- 
tennial with “Gondola Days: 
Isabella Stewart Gardner and 
the Palazzo Barbaro Circle,” 
which took in the likes of 
Henry James, Robert Brown- 
ing, James Whistler, and John 
Singer Sargent. The show 
opened Isabella’s fourth-floor 
residence to the public for the 
first time, and it had as much 
to say about her and her mu- 
seum as it did about Venice. 
As for George Balanchine, he 
didn’t live to celebrate his cen- 
tennial, but the Harvard The- 
atre Collection did him proud 
with “George Balanchine: A Life’s 
Journey in Ballet,” whose pro- 
grams, letters, photographs and 
other memorabilia were often 
funny as well as touching. 


5) ART JUNKIES 

Real Life Is Rubbish, which British 
artists Tim Noble and Sue Webster 
installed at the Museum of Fine Arts, 




































was 
one of 
those 
look-again 
occasions 
you can count 
on the fingers of one 
hand: a crisp, almost life- 
size silhouette of two youths 
created by a lit pile of twisted and 
torn refuse. At the same time, San 
Francisco-based artist Barry 
McGee was bringing to Brandeis 
University’s Rose Art Museum 
crude junk that he transformed 
into poignant, theatrical orches- 
trations whose recurrent theme 
was the demise of art 
and the prolifer- 
ation of 


brutality. A 


Rarely does an ex- 
hibit ask with such 
intelligence and 
fervor what we’re 
really about. 


6) CROWNING 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
The Museum of 
Fine Arts celebrat- 
ed the return of 
the Summer 
Olympic Games to 
Greece with 
“Games for the Gods: The Greek 
Athlete and the Olympic Spirit,” a 
show that, culled mostly from the 
MFA’s outstanding collection of 
Greek and Roman artifacts, lived 
up to its title by showing us what 
the original Greek games (the 
Olympics and others) were like and, 
with the help of contemporary pho- 
tographs, how Greek athletes did 
and didn’t differ from their modern 
counterparts. We got not just the art 
but the culture that created it. 


7) WE KNOW IT 

HEN WE SEE IT 
The MFAss “Art Deco 1910-1939” 
achieved what few exhibits of its 
kind even aim for, let alone deliver: 
it was smart, comprehensive, chock 
full of engrossing and sometimes 
bizarre objects, and, more remark- 
able still, historical. The volumi- 
nous (464 pages) catalogue was a 
show in itself, and its cover image 
of Gordon Buehrig’s hood ornament 
for his 1935 Auburn 851 Speedster 
epitomized Art Deco: more frieze 
than figurine, bright, stylized, sleek, 
suggestive of speed, self-consciously 
sexy, and yes, antiseptic. 


7) Art Deco hood ornament 


ae yo 4 


3) Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We G 


8) DIVINE COMEDIES 

The Gardner Museum took down 
three of Isabella’s most important 
Early Italian acquisitions, paintings 
by Giotto, Fra Angelico, and Giu- 
liano da Rimini, and installed them 
in its intimate Special Exhibitions 
room, where viewer could muse on 
the Thomistic notion of the Virgin 
as the material of the incarnation of 
the Word or simply on the intersec- 
tion of the timeless with time. And 
at the Pucker Gallery, Samuel Bak’s 
images of the pear as representing 
our humanity and our mortality, 
part of his continuing dialogue with 
the God who sanctioned the Holo- 
caust, showed him to be an artist 
with the intellectual and emotional 
equipment to duke it out with Au- 
gustine or Aquinas. 


9) PARTY ON! 

The challenge of assembling a large 
group exhibit, especially one whose 
content spans centuries, styles, cul- 
tures, and esthetics, bears some re- 
lation to the challenge of throwing 
a party. What made “The Amazing 
& the Immutable: Photography 
from the Collections of Robert 
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oing? 


Drapkin and Martin Margulies” at 
Tufts University more memorable 
still is that it never once called at- 
tention to its intelligence. Unfolding 
with frequently whimsical and 
sometimes unsettling juxtapositions 
of images, it was the rare exhibit 
that was bigger than the sum of its 
parts. 


10) BEST OF THE REST 
“Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts un- 
said, now forgotten . . . at MIT’s List 
Visual Arts Center and “Cerith Wyn 
Evans” at the MFA; “Ranch ’50: 
Photographs by Barbara Gallucci” at 
Gallery Kayafas; “California 
Dreamin’: Camera Clubs and the 
Pictorial Photography Tradition” at 
the Boston University Art Gallery; 
“John O'Reilly: Panoramas” at 
Howard Yezerski Gallery; “Dense” at 
Genovese Sullivan Gallery; “Steve 
McQueen: Video Installations” at 
Wellesley’s Davis Museum; “Robert 
ParkeHarrison: The Architect’s 
Brother” at the DeCordova Muse- 
um; “Closely Focused, Intensely 
Felt: Selections from the Norma 
Jean Calderwood Collection of Is- 
lamic Art” at Harvard’s Arthur M. 

Sackler Museum; “Joseph 

Sudek: Poet with a Cam- 

era” at the MFA; “Body Parts 
— A Self-Portrait by John Coplans” 
at the List Center; “Boris Mikhailov: 
A Retrospective” at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art; the photographs 
of Harry Callahan at Gallery 
Kayafas; George Nick at Gallery 
NAGA; and Phil Bergerson at the 
Bernard Toale Gallery. 

— Compiled by Jeffrey Gantz 








galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is 
free, unless otherwise noted. In addition 
to the hours listed here, many galleries 
are open by appointment. Galleries are in 
Boston, except where indicated other- 
wise. Galleries with photo exhibitions are 
listed under Photography. 

NEWBURY STREET 

BACK BAY 

ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “Teachers and 
Students.” 

ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 
154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “The Accessories Show, 
The Jewelry Show 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m 

5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “Scott Prior: Paintings.” 

ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Joanne Mat- 
tera: New Works.” 

BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (617 
262-4490), 10 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Feb. 2: “Sets.” 

CASSAVA BOBA LOUNGE (617-266- 
5397), Call for hours. Through Dec. 31 
work by Teal Sallen 
CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Steve Hollinger 
Borrowed Time.” 

CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 
169 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Jan “Les Petits Tableaux”; 
We Like It So Much: Prints”; “Boston 
Scenes.” 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 
164 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31: “Michael 
Harlan Domina: Man2Man.” 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL 
CENTER (617-912-0400), 53 Marlbor- 
ough St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 

Jan. 4: “Portraits by Susan Stone.” 
HALEY & STEELE (617-536-6339), 91 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m 
6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec 
31: “The Paul Revere Portfolio: Works 
That Changed America.” Through Jan. 8 
work by Ronalee Crocker 
HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221), 6 
Melrose St., Boston. Call for hours. Ongo- 
ing: Boston Group Artists show 

INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY 

(617-375-0076), 205 Newbury St., 

Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 

noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31: “Naughty 
and Nice.” 

JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (617- 

437-1518), 130 Newbury St., Boston 

Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 

30: “Fresh from Providence: Anthony Fal- 

cetta and Dave Cole.” 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART 

(617-424-8468), 14 Newbury St., Boston. 

Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 9: 

“Jill Slosburg-Ackerman: Sculpture and 

Drawing.” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536- 
1648), 201 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 

Ongoing: contemporary stone sculptures 

by major and emerging artists from Zim- 

babwe, with works by Henry Munyaradzi 
and Gladman Zinyeka 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617 

266-2475), 129 Ne wbury St., Boston 

Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 

Ongoing: revolving exhibit featuring 

works by Lisa Houck, Nancy Wagner, and 

others 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617-424 

6900), 131 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 

Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 15 

new work by Morgan Carver. 

LATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927 

4400), 218 Newbury St., Boston. Mon 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 

Through Dec. 31: “Great Gifts, Small 

Packages.” 

MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES 

(617-360-4800), 77 Newbury St., Boston. 

Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.- 

7 p.m. Ongoing: works by Picasso, Cha- 

gall, Warhol, Lichtenstein, and more. 

NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266-4835), 

179 Newbury St., Boston. Wed.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 22: “Jake 

Berthot: A Survey Exhibition 1968-Pre- 

sent.” 

PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497), 35 

Newbury St., Boston Tues -Fri., 10 a.m.- 

5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 

Dec. 23: “Tabitha Vevers Miniatures.’ ; 

RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY 

(617-266-3321), 38 Newbury St., Boston 

Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m 

5 p.m. Ongoing: American & European 

19th & 20th Century Paintings & Draw- 

ings 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-424- 

0024), 162 Boylston St., Boston. Tues 

Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon 

5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: recent paintings 

by William St. George; “Judy St. Peter 










Cape Cod”; work by Sandra Mueller-Dick, 
Anne Grandin, Christina Keating. 
SUSAN SARGENT INTERIORS (617 
262-2226), 132 Ne woury St., Boston 
Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wed.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: “Lisa Jouck: New Oil on 
Wood Paintings.” 

THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY (866-639-2879), 
221 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition canvas lith 
ographs by Thomas Kinkade 

VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 
238 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri. 
8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Polly Thayer (Starr): A 
Celebration of the Artist’s 100th Birth- 
day.” 


SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 500 Harti- 
son Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m 
6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features rare and scholarly 
books in the fine arts. 

BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536- 
0800), 4 Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Rose deSmith Greenman: Transitions.” 
bf ANNEX (617-451-6920), 450 Harri- 
son Ave., Boston. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 24: “Inaugural Show.” 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery (617-426-5000), 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Sun., Wed.-Thurs., 
noon-S p.m.; Fri.-Sat., noon-10 p.m. 


Boston. Call for hours. Through Jan. 1 
“Scott Listfield: Astronaut.” 

MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617- 
560-1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec 
31: “Matthew Ritchie: Two-Way Shot.” 
SAMSON PROJECTS (617-357-7177), 
450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Fri.-Sun., 
noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 14: “The Urge 
That Binds.” 

SOPRAFINA GALLERY (617-728 
0770), 450 paeaon Ave., Boston. Tues 
Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“December Sé son Show.” 

STACY BUESCHELS COURTYARD 
GALLERY (617-556-2999), 46 Waltham 
St., Boston. Fri., noon-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 8: “One Foot 
Square.” 


DOWNTOWN 

ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338-4122), 
92 South St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m., extended hours to 8 p.m. on 
Thurs. Ongoing: 18th and 19th century 
Chinese furniture. Now on view: “New 
Chinese Works”; works from Quin Feng’s 
“Original Sound” series, and “lyrical” 
scrolls by Fei Yang. 

BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (617-635-3245). City Hall Plaza, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 

— Mayor’s Art Gallery. Through Jan. 9: 
“Yu-Wen Wu: Unfolding Folio.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (617-423-4299), 300 Summer 
St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Feb. 4: “Skin 


CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 354 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Modern Pop Art in 
Acrylic by Lili Driever.” 

ART ATTACK (617-441-3833), 108 Bea- 
con St., Somerville. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 14: “Caleb Sonik Neelon 
Exterior Goes Interior.” 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100), 
130 Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge. Thurs., 
Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 30 
“Intimachine, the Art of Intimacy, Expec 
tation and Behavior.” 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL Gallery 
57 (617-349-4380), 57 Inman St., Cam 
bridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., until 
8 p.m. on Thurs. Through Feb. 2: “Reach 
ing Water.” 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 Sec- 
ond St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m 
6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 7 
“Word Path: Weavings and Tapestry by 
Faye Zhang.” 

CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY (617 
492-7794), 449 Broadway, Cambridge 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues., 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Star Poole: Santa’s Changed World.” 
CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES 
(617-492-7000), 1050 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Through Jan. 26: “S. Georgine 
Pennington: Working with Nature’s 
Palette.” 

GALLERY AT SELLETTO (617-441 





HAPPY IDIOT is among the works in "Dumb Luck Revisited: A Dozen Years of Gary Base- 
man Poster and Prints," on view through January 16 at the Paradise Lounge. 


Through Jan. 9: “Cut”; “Game Time Se- 
ries 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
(617-482-7781), 486 Harrison Ave., 
Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Through Dec. 27: “Paper. Scissors. Sculp- 
ture.” 

CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS (617- 
927-1730), 85 W. Newton St., Boston. 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal Mal- 
donado: Blueprints for a Nation.” 
EQUATOR GALLERY (857-540-9236), 
450 Harrison Ave., Suite 201, Boston. 


Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., noon- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: “Latin American Fine 
Art.” 


GALERIE SWANSTROM (617-574- 
9800), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 303, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 29: “Caleb Weintraub: See 
How They Run.” 

GALLERY AT THE PIANO FACTORY 
(617-437-9365), 791 Tremont St., 
Boston. Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 26: “Epiphany: Women of Color 
Speak.” 

GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY 
(617-426-9738), 23 Thayer St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Jan. 4: “David Omar White: New Work.” 
HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
(617-442-8204) 2164 Washington St., 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 16: “Family 
Matters: The Portrayal of Relationships in 
African Sculpture.” 

HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (617-859- 
9561), 731 Harrison Ave., Boston. Mon., 
Fri., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 
Sat., noon-7 p.m. “Through Jan. 8: “Cele 
brate 10 Years of Art, Healing & Commu 
nity.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (617-423-4113), 
450 Harrison Ave., eae: Tues.-Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Janet 
Hansen Kawada: The Sisterhood.” 
LOCCO RITORO GALLERY (617-875 
3284), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 37, 


Works by Deborah Bohnert and Jessie 
Morgan.” 

GALLERY 121 Charles Street Meeting 
House, (617-367-7171), 121 Mt. Vernon 
St., Boston. Call for hours. Through Jan. 
2: “Life in Transition: Work by Anne 
Brown and Suzanne Kuffler.” 

ONYX HOTEL (617-557-9955), 155 
Portland St., Boston. Daily 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Through Jan. 10: work by Charles Tersolo 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ART MARKET GALLERY (617-522- 
1729), 36 South St., Jamaica Plain. 
Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Dermot 
Meagher: Drawings; Tony Paris: Pho- 
tographs; Patti Hudson: Sculpture.” 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY (617- 
567-8866), 80 Border St., East Boston 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Laura 
Rollins: Tis the Season.” 
THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884-9887), 
173 Washington Ave., Chelsea. Mon.-Fri., 
7 a.m.-noon; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Wed.- 
Sat., 410 p.m. Through Dec. 31: paint- 
ings by Lois Hutchinson. 
JOHN RAIMONDI GALLERY (617- 
241-1165), 80 City Square, Charlestown 
By appointment only. Through Jan. 7: 
“Robert S. Neuman: Selections 1951- 
2004 Paintings and Drawings.” 
MAVERICK GALLERY (617-569-1233), 
37 Maverick Sq., East Boston. Daily 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Leigh 
Hall: Linear Meditations.” 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562-8814), 
967 Comm. Ave.,Boston. Nightly, 5 p.m 
to late. Through Jan. 16: “Dumb Luck Re- 
visited: A Dozen Years of Baseman Posters 
and Prints.” 
WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY (617 
523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., Boston. 
Mon.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs., noon- 
8 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Avenue of the 
Arts Exhibit.” 


as. DECEMBER 24, 2004 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


wf 


t,? 


GMP AT VE AD A pS BLSG A 


3636), 1356 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Connecting Our 
Thoughts.” 

MATHER HOUSE (617-495-4834), 10 
Cowperthwaite St., Cambridge. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 25: “Three Sided 
Table: Tova Carlin, Sara Saltzman, Timo- 
thy Steele.” 

MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 472 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 31: “Fools & Icons: Portraits 
of Famous Celebrities”; “What Do People 
Do: A Surrealistic View of the Modern.” 
MOBILIA GALLERY (617-876-2109), 
358 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tues.-Fri., 
11 am.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 am.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 29: “Blue.” 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617 
354-5287), 106 Prospect St., Cambridge. 
Mon.-Sun., noon-8 p.m. Ongoing: “Local 
Cambridge Artists”; “The Private Collec 
tion of the Late Margarete Koehler-Bit- 
tkow.” Through Dec. 31: “leep & Dudley 
Rock”; “Miller Time.” 

OVERDRAUGHT (617-354-5287), 877 
Cambridge St., Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 30: “Laurie Hoffma: Blues in Focus.” 
SOMEDAY CAFE (617-623-3323), 51 
Davis Sq., Somerville. Call for hours. Dec 
29-Jan. 23: ‘Jeffrey Scott Holland: Frag- 
ments of the 20th Century.” Reception 
Dec. 29, 4-7 p.m 

SOMERVILLE CITY HALL (617-623 
3719), 93 Highland Ave., Somerville 
Mon.-Wed., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Thurs., 
8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Fri, 8:30 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m. Through Feb. 15: “The Poster 
Show!” 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL 
SQUARE (617-576-4600), 757 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Oil Paintings by Zach.” 
UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY Cam 
bridge Art Association 

(617-876-0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Through Jan. 3: “Blue.” 


ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876-6060), 
1353 Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cam 
bridge. Tues.-Sun., 1-7 p.m. Dec. 28-Jan 
2: ‘Sim Jackson: Cutting Through Sur 
faces.” 

ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass. Ave., 

Cambridge. Call for hours. Through Dec 
31: “Cover Art.” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 

GASP (617-731-2500), 362 Boylston St., 
Brookline. Call for hours. Through Dec 
27: “Visualizing Diaspora/Constructing 
Self.” 

GATEWAY GALLERY (617-734-1577), 
62 Harvard St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri. 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-S5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
“More Art for Less Than 100 Dollars”; 
“Ruby's World.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796- 
1360), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-S p.m. Through Dec. 29 
“Jing-Hua Gao Dalia: Brush Magic.” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 

GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 
William St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “X-Mas 
Exhibit.” 

NEST (781-329-6466), 622 High St., 
Dedham. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
10 am.-S p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Virginia Zanger: Petite 
Watercolors.” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781 
383-2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Remembrance 
of Things Past: The Last 50 Years.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 

JEFFERSON CUTTER HOUSE 
GALLERY (781-648-3322), 9 Mystic St., 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri., noon-4 p.m 
Through Jan. 29: paintings by Neil Dale 


SUBURBS: WEST 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), Mall 
at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln Rd., Lin- 
coln. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 23: “Salon Show.” 

DEPOT SQUARE, GALLERY (781-863 
1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tues 

Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Celebrate with 
Art.” 

LECEI GALLERY (978-341-0001), 81 
Commonwealth Ave., Concord. Sun 

Thurs., noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Energies Struck 

Nancy McCarthy, Carolyn Wirth 


Through Dec. 30 


museums 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MU- 
SEUM (978-441-0400), 491 Dutton St., 
Lowell. Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat 

Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for 
seniors, students, and ages 6-16, free for 
ages 6 and under. The Museum houses 
the nation’s largest collection of artifacts 
and documents relating to America’s tex- 
tile manufacture. 

ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 
OF AMERICA (617-926-2562), 65 Main 
St., Watertown. Admission $2. Fri., Sun., 
Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7-9 p.m. Ongoing 
“The Armenian Genocide: In Memoriam”; 
“Armenian Musical Traditions”; “The 
Bedoukian Family Collection”; “Moses 
Hadji Gulesian: An Armenian Visionary.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934- 
6634), 189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed 

Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free. Permanent collec 
tion features Shaker furniture, prints, 
American paintings, and Japanese art 
Through Jan. 9: “Nancy Murphy Spicer 
On Their Own”; “Burchfield and Marsh 
Exaggerated Visions”; “Shaker High 

Shaker Low.” 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617-536 
5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 
9 am.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Architecture tours 
offered Mon., 2:30 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 
6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m.; Sun., 2 p.m. 

— Boston Room (ext. 2275). Through 
Dec. 31: “The Peace Drum Project.” 

— First Floor Gallery (ext. 2225) 

Through Dec. 31: “In Flight: The Guild 
Book of Workers 2003-05.” 

— Koussevitzky Room, West and South 
Galleries, and Lower Level McKim (ext 
2285). Through Jan. 7: “George 
Whitefield Chadwick: A 150th Birthday 
Celebration.” 

Rare Books and Manuscripts Room 
(ext. 2225). Through Dec. 31: “Handfuls 
of Lilies: The Art of Sarah Whitman.” 
COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (617 
727-9268), 220 Morrissey Blvd., Colum- 
bia Point, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. 
5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Ongoing: “Archaeology of the Cen 
tral Artery: Highway to the Past”; 
“Through the Eyes of Baystaters: Massa 
chusetts’s Experience in the Civil War.” 
CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART (603- 
669-6144), 201Myrtle Way, Manchester, 
NH. Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m 
5 p.m.; Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for stu 
dents, seniors, free for children under 18 
Through Jan. 10: “Andrew Wyeth: Early 


Watercolors.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9, $6 for 
students, seniors, and children. Through 
Jan. 2: “Robert ParkeHarrison: The Archi- 
tect’s Brother”; “MobiusStrip.” Through 
July 31: “Abstract Elements: The Dr. Beat- 
rice H. Barrett Collection of Art.” 
— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open 
daily 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent addi- 
tions include David Berry’s “Sphere IV”; 
“Henry Richardson: Chiseled Orb and 
Mortal Coil.” 
ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE 
BOOK ART (413-658-1100), 125 West 
Bay Rd., Amherst. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m. 
4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admission $4, 
$2 for children under 18. Features picture 
book art from around the world 
FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978-345- 
207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg. Tues.-Sun., 
noon-4 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for seniors, 
free for students and children. Through 
Jan. 30: “Recent Gifts from the Jude Pe- 
terson Collection.” Through March 13 
“Picturing Our Past: The Colonies Come 
of Age 1720 to 1775.” 
FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM (508-588 
6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. - Daily, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for sen- 
iors and students, free for children under 
12. Permanent collection features over 
4,000 pieces of 19th and 20th century 
American art and crafts. Through Jan. 2 
“John Eric Byers: A Mid-Career Retrospec 
tive”; “Allison Newsome: On Island”; “Cut 
It Out.” Through Jan. 30: “Lisa 
Williamson: Colors of a Garden”; work by 
Beth Lipman 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART (617-266-5152), 955 Boylston St., 
Boston. Tues.-Wed., Fri., noon-5 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m 
5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for seniors and 
students, free for children under 12, free 
after 5 p.m. on Thurs. Established in 1936 
as the first non-collecting contemporary 
art institution in the U.S. Through Jan. 2 
“Boris Mikhailov: A Retrospective”; “Mo- 
mentum 2/Lucy McKenzie.” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MU- 
SEUM (617-566-1401), 280 The Fenway, 
Boston. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $10 ($11 on Sat.-Sun.), $7 for sen- 
iors, $5 for students with ID, free for ages 
18 and under. (For “Gondola Days: Isabel 
la Stewart Gardner & the Palazzo Barbaro 
Circle,” timed tickets $13 ($18 on Sat 
Sun.), $10 for seniors, $8 for students.) 
The museum, built in the style of a 15th- 
century Venetian palace, houses more 
than 2500 art objects, with emphasis on 
Italian Renaissance and 17th-century 
Dutch works. Among the highlights are 
works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael 
Titian, and Whistler. Guided tours given 
Fridays at 2:30 p.m. Through Dec 
“Joseph Kosuth: Whistler's Warning 
(C.C.C.C.C.)”; “Elaine Reichek: Madam 
I'm Adam.” Through Jan. 9: “Off the Wall 
New Perspectives on Early Italian Art at 
the Gardner Museum”; “Holiday Table.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (617-514-1600), Morrissey 
Blvd., Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for stu- 
dents, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, free for 
ages 12 and under. Exhibitions portraying 
the life, leadership, and legacy of Presi- 
dent Kennedy through memorabilia, 
video presentations, and settings. Ongo- 
ing: “Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy: 
First Lady”; Sohn Glenn and the Space 
Race”; “The Cuban Missile Crisis”; “The 
Nixon v. Kennedy Presidential Race”; “The 
Struggle for Civil Rights”; “Mrs 
Kennedy's Tour of the White House”; 
“The Kennedy Family;” “Jacqueline 
Kennedy Travels Abroad.” Through Jan 
20: “Campaign!: Kennedy for President.” 
Through Nov. 13 2005: “Presents for a 
President and First Lady.” 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NA- 
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE (617-566- 
7937), 83 Beals St., Brookline. Wed.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3, free for 
ages 16 and under. President Kennedy 
(born in 1917) and his family lived in this 
restored nine-room house until 1927. It 
was the first home shared by the presi- 
dent's father and mother, Joseph P. and 
Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, and re-creates 
the social and political beginnings of one 
of the world’s most prominent families. 
LONGYEAR MUSEUM (800-277- 
8943), 1125 Boylston St. Rte. 9, Brook 
line. Mon., Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free admission. Museum 
exhibits explore the life of Christian Sci 
ence founder Mary Baker Eddy through 
artifacts, manuscripts, books, and the bi- 
ographical history of early workers in the 
Christian Science Church circa 1910. Lo- 
cated on 8 acres including flower gardens, 
a fountain, pool, and statues. Now open: 
“Mary Baker Eddy: A Spiritual Journey.” 
MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY (617 
450-7000), 200 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tues.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
students, seniors, children. Reflect in the 
Hall of Ideas, explore goals in the Quest 
Gallery, learn how a newspaper is put to- 
gether in the Monitor Gallery, plus the fa- 
mous Mapparium 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART (413-664- 
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4481), 87 Marshall St., North Adams. 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 
for students, $4 for ages 6-16; free for 
children under 6. Ongoing: “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its Glare”; 
“Outrageous Supercharge: Hand Painted 
Movie Posters from Ghana”; “Natalie Jere- 
mijenko: Tree Logic”; “Sound Art at MASS 
MoCA.” Through Feb. 27: “Wonder 
Worlds: Observations in Pipe Cleaners 
and Pom-poms.” Through Spring 2005 
“Cai Guo Qiang: Inopportune.” Through 
May 2005: “The Interventionists: Art in 
the Social Sphere”; “Matthew Ritchie 
Proposition Player.” 

MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN HIS- 
TORY (617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
admission. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertaining 
to the African American experience in 
New England. Includes the African Meet- 
ing House, the oldest standing black 
church in America; and the Abeil Smith 
School, Boston’s first public school for 
Black children and an early home of the 
Abolitionist movement. Through Dec. 31 

“Visual Stories: The Artwork of James 
Ransome.” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Mon.-Tues., 
10 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m 

9:45 p.m., West Wing only open Thurs.- 
Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission $15, $13 for 
seniors, free for students with college ID, 
and ages 17 and under during non-school 
hours. Voluntary contribution after 4 p.m 
on Wed. Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks 
through all tions begin 

10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; “European Paint 
ings and Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 
11:30 a.m.; “American Painting and Deco 
rative Arts Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m 
“Art of the Ancient World (Classical and 
Egyptian) Walks” begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of 
Asia Walks” begin at 2 p.m; introductory 
walk is also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., 
Sat. at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and Sun. 
at 1:30 p.m 
— Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late 
Gothic Gallery,” featuring a restored 15th 
century stained glass window from 
Hampton Court, 14th- and 15th-century 
stone, alabaster, and polychrome wood 
sculptures from France and the Nether- 
lands; “Mummy Mask Gallery,” a newly 
renovated Egyptian gallery, features prim- 
itive masks dating from as far back as 
2500 B.C.; “European Decorative Arts 
from 1950 to the Present”; “John Singer 
Sargent: Studies for MFA and Boston Pub- 
lic Library Murals.” 

— Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Trans- 
formed: Chinese Ceramics from the MFA’; 
“Contemporary American Glass”; “The 
Alan and Simone Hartman Collection of 
English Silver 1680-1760: The Huguenot 
Legacy”; “Vietnamese Ceramics”; “The 
Art of Africa, Oceania, and the Ancient 
Americas”; “New Egyptian Funerary Arts 
and Ancient Near East Galleries”; “Re- 
nault’s Automedon”; “American Tradi- 
tions: Art of the People”; “Face to Face 
with the Builder of the Great Pyramid”; 
“RSVP: Sarah Sze.” Through Jan. 30: 
“Cerith Wyn Evans.” Through March 13: 
“High Style and Hoop Skirts: 1850s Fash- 
ion.” Through June 13: “Pursuits of 
Power: Falconry and the Samurai, 1600- 
1900.” Through Sept. 26: “Lethal Ele- 
gance: The Art of Samurai Sword Fit- 
tings.” 

— Special Exhibitions: Through Jan. 9: 
“Art Deco: 1910-1939.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with museum 
admission. Wed. at 6 p.m., “American 
19th-Century Landscape Painting.” 
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MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723- | 


2500), Science Park, Boston. Sat.-Thurs., 
9 am.-7 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Admis- 
sion $13, $11 for seniors, $10 for ages 3- 
11. The Museum features the Theater of 
Electricity (with indoor thunder-and- 
lightning shows daily at noon and 2 p.m. 


and on Fri. at 7 p.m.) and more than 600 | 


hands-on exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird’s 
World”; “Dinosaurs: Modeling the Meso- 
zoic”; “Current Science & Technology 
Center”; “Journey into Amazing Caves”; 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Computer- 
Place”; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; “The 
Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, and 


Bending Light”; “Messages”; “Science in | 


the Park: Playing with Forces and Mo- 


tion”; “Human Body Connection”; “The | 


Computing Revolution.” Through Jan. 3: 
“Strange Matter.” 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
(617-522-6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 
Newton St., Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for sen- 
iors, students, and ages 6-16. Exhibits 
focus on the automobile and its role in 
American society. Ongoing: “New Eng- 
land Paves the Way.” 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS (617-442-8614), 
300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. Tues.-Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 for students and 
seniors. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nubian 
King’s Burial Chamber.” 


NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM | 


(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexing- 
ton. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing: 
“Lexington Alarm’d,” an introduction to 
Colonial Lexington exploring the town’s 


connection to the Revolutionary War; 
“Made in Massachusetts;” “To Build and 
Sustain: Freemasons in American Com- 
munity”; “A Glimpse of Boston Theater 
1850-1903.” Through Feb. 6: “Satisfac- 
tion Guaranteed: Mail-Order Catalogs in 
the United States.” Through April 24: 
“The Western Pursuit of the American 
Dream: Selections from the Collection of 
Kenneth W. Rendell.” Through June 5: 
“Deep Inside the Blues: Photographs by 
Margo Cooper.” 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617 
973-5200), Central Wharf, Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Admission $13.50, $11.50 for sen- 
iors, $7.50 for ages 3-11, free for children 
under 3. More than 70 exhibits featuring 
aquatic animals from Boston Harbor to 
the Amazon River. Includes the 200,000. 
gallon giant ocean tank, with sharks, 
moray eels, 600 pound sea turtles, and 
hundreds of other Caribbean creatures 
Pick up a hermit crab or watch vets care 
for animals in the Aquarium Medical Cen 
ter. 

— Now open: “Living Links: Choices for 
Survival” with baby sea turtles, poison 
arrow frogs, and rare tropical fish that 
shows how people affect aquatic life both 
positively and negatively around the 
world. Through Dec. 2005: “Amazing Jel- 
lies.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM 
(413-298-4100), 9 Glendale Rd., Stock- 
bridge. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat 

Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $12, free 
for ages 18 and under when accompanied 
by an adult. The Museum houses Rock 
well’s studio, and the world’s largest col 
lection of his paintings. Ongoing: “My Ad 
ventures as an Illustrator.” Through Jan 
23: “Norman Rockwell’s 322 ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ Covers.” Through May 30 
“Building Books: The Art of David 
Macaulay.” 

ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 
ALCOTTS (978-369-4118), 399 Lexing- 
ton Rd., Concord. Mon.-Fri, 11 am 

3 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
4:30 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for students 
and seniors, $4 for ages 6-17, free for 
ages 5 and under. Home of the Alcotts 
and the site where Louisa May Alcott 
wrote Little Women in 1868. Features per- 
sonal objects and furnishings that be- 
longed to the Alcott family, the Concord 
School of Philosophy, and historical pro- 
grams and exhibitions. The museum of 
fers a variety of guided “living history” 
tours 

PAUL REVERE HOUSE (617-523- 
2338), 19 North Sq., Boston. Tues.-Sun., 
9:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Admission $2.50, $2 
for students and seniors, $1 for children 
Restored 17th-century house owned by 
Revere during the Revolutionary War. 
Next door is the Pierce/Hichborn House, 
a Georgian brick building built circa 1711. 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978-745- 
9500), East India Square, Liberty & Essex 
Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $13, $11 for seniors, $9 for students, 
free for ages 16 and under. Museum com- 
plex on two adjacent city blocks features 
30 galleries, art and architecture from 
America, Asia, and the Pacific, historic 
house tours, and a research library. Ongo- 
ing: “A Work in Progress: The New Muse- 
um”; “A Folk Art Sampler”; “The Salton- 
stall Family Portraits”; “Three Centuries of 
Salem Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Ceramic 
Figures.” 

— Liberty Street Building. The museum 
features a collection of marine paintings 
and drawineries devoted to porcelains, 
lacquerware, ivory, furniture, and silver of 
the China Trade. 

— Essex Street Building. Gardens, historic 
houses dating back to 1684, and a re- 
search library. Museum features silver, 
glass and ceramics, portraits and land- 
scape paintings, and dolls and toys. Per- 
manent exhibitions: “Days of Judgment,” 
an exhibition commemorating the 300th 
anniversary of the Salem Witch Trials. 
Guided tours of the John Ward House 
(1684), the Georgian Crowninshield- 


Bentley House (1727), and the Federal | 


Gardner-Pingree House (1804). Through 
Jan. 30: “Our Land: Contemporary Art 
from the Arctic.” Through May 22: “The 
Art of Shopping in China.” Through June 
22: “Carved by Nature: Untamed Tradi- 


tions in Chinese Decorative Art.” Through | 


Sept. 18: “In Nature’s Company.” 
REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937- 
2787), 22 Shattuck St., Lowell. Thurs.- 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Feb. 12: “Free 
Wheelin’: The Art of Rolling.” 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENG- 
LAND AT THE FLEETCENTER (617- 
624-1234), Causeway St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Admission $5, $4 for seniors and ages 6- 
17, free for ages 6 and under. A showcase 
for Boston sports history with exhibits 
dedicated to the Celtics, Bruins, Boston 
Garden, and the FleetCenter. Currently on 
view: “Ted Williams: An American Hero.” 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE (413-458-2303), 225 
South St., Williamstown. Museum’s col- 
lection centers on French Impressionist 
paintings, including over 30 by Renoir, 
plus American works by Homer, Sargent, 
Cassatt, and Remington, as well as exten- 


sive collections of prints, drawings, silver, 
and sculpture. Open Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $10, free for 18 and under. 
Through Jan. 2: “Medieval Mystery: Who 
Is the Master of the Embroidered Fo- 
liage?”; “Albrecht Durer: The Life of the 
Virgin.” Through Jan. 9: “Masks and Mas- 
querades.” 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (617- 
426-1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, 
Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Ongoing: “Around the World in Old 
Ironsides,” chronicling the Constitution’s 
diplomatic mission, and “A Look Below 
the Waterline: Preserving Old Ironsides’ 
which explores past and current restora- 
tions of the boat. Ongoing: “Old Ironsides 
in War and Peace”; “Strengthening Old 
Ironsides.” 

WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860-278- 
2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. Tues.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $9, $7 for seniors, $5 
for students, free for ages 12 and under. 
Collections of American and European 
paintings and sculpture, as well as glass, 
silver, Wallace Nutting furniture, and 
Meissen porcelain. The second floor of the 
Morgan Building features the J. Pierpont 
Morgan collection of American decorative 
arts. Ongoing: “We Also Served: African 
Americans inthe U.S. Military — Selec 
tions from the John H. Motley Collec 
tion.” Through Winter 2005: “Encore: Di 


aghilev’s ‘Sleeping Princess.’ ” Through 
Jan. 2: “Ballets Russes to Balanchine 
Dance at the Wadsworth Atheneum.” 


Through March 6: “Traditions/Transi 
tions: The Changing World of Fiber Art.’ 
Through April 10: “Theater, Dance, and 
Porcelain in the Eighteenth Century.” 
Through Spring 2005: “Ellen Carey/Ma 
trix 153.” Through April 24: “Contempo 
rary Art: Floor to Ceiling, Wall to Wall 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508 
799-4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester 
Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 
11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $8, $6 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 17 and under. Admission free 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The muse- 
um includes an extensive collection of 
Asian art in its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
and Islamic galleries. Korean ceramics 
from the Sth and 6th centuries are on dis- 
play. The Marianne E. Gibson Gallery in- 
cludes works by John Singleton Copley, 
James Peale, Robert Fulton, and Edward 
Savage. Through Feb. 27: work by Lily 
Van der Stokker. Through April 2005 
“Wall at WAM: Don't Be Afraid.” 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 
3349). 

— Boston University Art Gallery (617- 
353-3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 23: “In the Vernacular: 
Everyday Photographs from the Rodger 
Kingston Collection.” 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 Sec- 
ond St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “33 - A Life Apart: 
Photographs from Bangladesh and Pak- 
istan by Jamal Elias.” 

CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
Daily, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 16: 
“Steve Nelson: Back to the Square: Har- 
vard Square and Cambridge, 1967-1973.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781- 
259-8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, 
$4 for seniors, students, and children. 
Through Jan. 2: “Luminous Forms: Ab- 
stractions in Color Photography”; “Ab- 
stract Photography in the Permanent Col- 
lection.” 

GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMEDICAL 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617-658- 
7700), 64 Grove St., rear entrance, Water- 
town. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: work by Lyle Miller and 
Peter Papesch. : 

GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328), 450 
Harrison Ave., third floor, Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: 
“Structure: Architecture in Photography.” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS (617-482-0411), 
450 Harrison Ave., Garden Level, Boston. 
Tues.-Fri., 1-5:30 p.m.; Sat., noon- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Julie Melton: 
Montana: Portraits from the Farm”; 
“Alexandra de Steiguer: Isles of Shoals.” 
GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRA- 
PHY (781-729-1158), 67 Shore Rd., Win- 
chester. Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admis- 
sion $5, $2 seniors, free for children and 
students; free admission for all on Thurs 
Through Feb. 3: “We Skate Hardcore.” 
Through Feb. 20: “Lili Almog: Perfect Inti- 
macy.” 

HARRIET TUBMAN HOUSE (617- 
685-5377), 566 Columbus Ave., Boston. 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Through Feb. 4 
“1000 Hands” photographs by Eric Anto- 
niou. 

LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), 1 Mt. 
Vernon St., Winchester. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Cal- 
ifornia Landscape: Vintage Photographs 
by Watkins, Dassonville, Lange, 
Noskowiak, and Simpson 1865-1940.” 





MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge 

— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-S p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $2 for 
seniors, students, and youth 5-18. Ongo- 
ing: “Flashes of Inspiration: The Work of 
Doc Edgerton.” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admission $15, $13 for 
seniors, students, free for ages 17 and 
under during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed 
Through April 3: “Josef Sudek: Poet with 
a Camera.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexing- 
ton. Mon.-Sat., 10 am.-5 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing 
“Lexington Alarm’d,” an introduction to 
Colonial Lexington exploring the town’s 
connection to the Revolutionary War; 
“Made in Massachusetts;” “To Build and 
Sustain: Freemasons in American Com 
munity.” Through June 5: “Deep Inside 
the Blues: Photographs by Margo Coop- 
er. 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552 
7145), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon 

Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 am.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 29: “Meg Birnbaum: Botan 
ical Regenerations.” 

PANOPTICON GALLERY WALTHAM 
(781-647-0100), 435 Moody St 


Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
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PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978-74 
9500), East India Square, Liberty 


Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.n 
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iges 16 and 


until 9 p.m. Admission $12, sen 
iors, $8 for students, free for 
under. Museum complex on two adjacent 
city blocks features 30 galleries, art and 
architecture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk Art 
Sampler”; “The Saltonstall Family Por- 
traits”; “Three Centuries of Salem Archi- 
tecture”; “Shorelines”; “The Copeland 
Collection of Chinese Ceramic Figures.” 
Through Jan. 9: “Havana: Photographs by 
Robert Polidori.” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOL- 
OGY AND ETHNOLOGY (617-496- 
1027), 11 Divinity Ave., Cambridge 
Please call for hours. Through Feb. 28: 
“Field Photography: The Marsh Arabs of 
Iraq, 1934.” 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617- 
353-0600), 832 Comm. Ave., Boston. 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs. until 
8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 23: “Contemporary Vernacular.” 
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617-267- 
7997), 38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: work by Laura Letinsky, 
D.W. Mellor. 

SOMEDAY CAFE (617-623-3323), 51 
Davis Sq., Somerville. Mon.-Thurs., 
7 am.-11 p.m.; Fri, 7 a.m.-midnight; 
Sat., 8 a.m.-midnight; Sun., 8 a.m.- 
11 p.m. Through Dec. 26: “Adam Holtz- 
man: Recent Works.” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL Adams Gallery (617-573- 
8508), 120 Tremont St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 18: “Images 
of Transformation: From Big Dig to Rose 
Kennedy Greenway.” 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m.; Wed., until 
8 p.m. Ongoing: “Art of the Ancient Amer- 
icas”; “Divine Mirrors: The Madonna Un- 
veiled”; “African Art In/Out of Context”; 
“The Multiple.” Through Jan. 16: Valery 
Koshlyakov. 





schools & 
universities 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
Chapel Ave., Andover. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Permanent collec- 
tion includes works by Winslow Homer, 
Maud Morgan, Allan Crite, and Justin Kir- 
choff. Through Jan. 2: “Terry Winters 
Paintings, Drawings, Prints 1994-2004.” 
Through Jan. 10: “Missing”; “Rites of Pas- 
sage.” Through Jan. 25: “Director’s 
Choice: A Fresh Look at Winslow Homer.” 
ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT 
LESLEY UNIVERSITY (617-585-6676), 
700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: “Immersion.” 

BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Museum 
(617-552-8100), Chestnut Hill. Mon.-Fri., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Closed 
holidays. 

— Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Library (617- 
552-4470). Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. On- 
going: ’ ’Tip’ O’Neill Memorial Exhibit.’ 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 
3349). 

— 808 Gallery at Boston University (617- 





358-0922), 808 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 28: “Faculty Exhibition.” 
— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center (617-353-3696), 771 Comm. Ave 
Through Jan. 7: “Sue Grafton: Woman of 
Mystery.” Through Feb. 28: “The Ameri- 
can Presidency: White House Docu- 
ments.” 
BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE (617-228-2018), 250 New Ruther 
ford Ave., Boston. Call for hours. Through 
Jan. 28: “Peter Madden: Preserved.” 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE, Cambridge 

Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Univer 
sity (617-524-1718), 125 Arborway, Ja 
maica Plain. Call for hours. More than 
6500 species of plants in a 265-acre 
botanical garden designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted 

Department of the History of Science 
Special Exhibition Gallery (617) 495 
2779, 1 Oxford St., Cambridge. Through 
Jan. 14: “Bringing Nature Inside: 17th 
Century Natural History, 
and Vision 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495 
9400), 32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $6.50 
$5 for students and 
18 and under. Free on Sat. fr 
Tours Mon.-Fri. at 1 
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Stephen Prina.” Through Apr 
Huyghe + Corbusier: Harvard Project 
— David Rockefeller Center Lati 





American Studies (617-495-9702), 61 
Kirkland St., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 5: “Adal Maldonado: Auto 
Portraits: Blue Bananas on Fire 

— Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 32 
Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $6.50, $5 for 
students and seniors, free for ages 18 and 


under. Free admission on Sat. from 
10 a.m. to noon. Tours Mon.-Fri. at 
11 am. The decorative arts gallery in 


cludes 17th- and 18th-century British and 
American silver, furniture, and porcelain 
The Maurice Wertheim Collection fea 
tures Impressionist and Post-Impressionist 
works. Ongoing: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from the Col- 
lection of Grenville L. Winthrop.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Prints: System, Style, 
and Subject.” 

— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), 
Harvard Yard near Mass. Ave. and Quincy 
St. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
1 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Harvard’s Love 
Affair with Russian Books: Israel Perlstein, 
Leading American Bookdealer in Slavic 
Materials.” 

— Harvard University Museum of Natural 
History (617-495-3045), 26 Oxford St 
Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7.50, $6 
for students and seniors, $5 for ages 3-18, 
free for ages 2 and under. Free on Sun 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The “Ware Collec- 
tion of Glass Models and Plants” includes 
more than 3,000 glass flowers. The Min- 
eralogical and Geological Museums fea- 
ture mineral and ore collections, with dis- 
plays of gems and meteorites. The Muse- 
um of Comparative Zoology covers 
species from the earliest fossil inverte- 
brates and reptiles to fish and reptiles 
alive today. Exhibitions also include 
whale skeletons, the largest turtle shell 
ever found, the Harvard mastodon, and a 
42-foot-long Kronosaurus, the only com- 
plete and mounted model of the sea rep- 
tile in the country. Extended: “Romancing 
the Stone: The Many Facets of Tourma- 
lines.” Ongoing exhibits include “Model 
ing Nature,” an exhibit on glass and its 
use as an artistic and scientific medium; 
“Birthstones”; a “Great Mammal” hall; 
and the Romer Hall of Vertebrate Paleon- 
tology. Through May 1: “Origins: Life’s 
First Three Billion Years.” 

— Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology (617-496-1027), 11 Divinity 
Ave. Ongoing: “Hall of the North Ameri 
can Indian: Change and Continuity”; 
“Pacific Islands Art and Artifacts”; “Distin- 
guished Casts: Curating Lost Monu- 
ments”; “Encounters with the Americas.” 
Through Dec. 30: “From Nation to Na- 
tion: Examining Lewis and Clark’s Indian 
Collection.” Through April 30: “Bringing 
Japan to Boston. Through June 30: 
“Imazighen! Beauty and Artisanship in 
Berber Life.” 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617-495- 
9400), 485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $6.50, 
$5 for seniors and students, free for ages 
18 and under. Free admission on Sat 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Docent tours Mon.- 
Fri. at 2 p.m. The second and fourth floors 
feature a permanent collection of works 
from Oriental, Islamic, Roman, and other 
ancient cultures. Through Jan. 2: “Closely 
Focused, Intensely Felt: Selections from 
the Norma Jean Calderwood Collection of 
Islamic Art.” Through March 13: “A Com 
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pelling Legacy: Masterworks of East Asian 
Painting.” Through April 17: “Marks of 
Enlightenment, Traces of Devotion 
Japanese Calligraphy and Painting from 
the Sylvan Barnet and William Burto Col 
lection.” 
— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 
Divinity Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi and the 
Hurrians: Fragments from a Forgotten 
Past”; “Ancient Cyprus: The Cesnola Col 
lection”; “The Sphinx and the Pyramids 
100 Years of American Archaeology at 
Giza”; “The Houses of Ancient Israel: Do 
mestic, Royal, Divine 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555 Ids 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m 

Student Life Gallery, Kennedy Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., 2nd fl. Mon.-Fri 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing: “Under Pressure 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridg« 

MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m n.; Sat 
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Hart Naut Galleries (617-253 
5492), 55 Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-8 p.m 
Ongoing: “Ship Models: The Evolution of 


Ship Design”; 
gineering at MIT’ 
List Visual Arts Center (617-253 
4680). 20 Ames St 


noon-6 p.m. Through 


“Deep Frontiers: Ocean En 
IQuarium.” 
Cambridge. Daily 


Dec. 31: “John 


Coplans: Body Parts: A Self-Portrait 
‘Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts Unsaid 
Now Forgotten Yael Bartana: Three 
Films 


— Strobe Alley (617-253-4629), 77 Mass 
Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing: “Never Stop 
Learning: The Life and Legacy of Harold 
Edgerton.” 

- Wolk Gallery (617-253-2825), 77 
Mass. Ave., Room 7-338. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Vertical 
City: The Life and Design of Pruitt-Igoe.” 
— Women’s Studies Program (617-253 
8844), Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave. Call 
for hours. Ongoing: “Women at MIT.” 
NEWBURY COLLEGE Library (617 
730-7070), 150 Fisher Ave., Brookline 
Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec 
30: “Sylvia Stagg-Giuliano: A Walk in the 
Past.” 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY (617 
373-2249), Boston 
— Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St 
Daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Recent 
Urban Design: Work in Boston.” 
REGIS COLLEGE, Camey Gallery, (781- 
768-8367), 235 Wellesley St., Weston 
Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m 
— Spellman Museum of Stamps & Postal 
History. Thurs.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admis 
sion $5, $3 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 16 and under. Exhibits include 
rare Lindbergh material from 1927 
transatlantic flight, US and Boston airmail 
history, and international airmail includ 
ing the world’s first airmail flight in India 
in 191] 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN Museum of Art (401-454-6500), 
224 Benefit St., Providence, RI. Tues.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for 
seniors, $3 for students, $2 for ages 5-18 
Ongoing: “19th-Century Painting, Sculp 
ture and Decorative Arts”; “Rethinking 
the Romans: New Views of Ancient Sculp 
ture.” Through Jan. 23: “Dreams and 
Nightmares: German Graphic Arts, 1900- 
33.” Through Jan. 30: “Island Nations 
New Art from Cuba, the Dominican Re- 
public, and Puerto Rico.” Through Feb 
13: “What's in a Name? The Paisley Pat- 
tern and Kashmir Shawls.” Through April 
17: “Celebrating the Jewish Contribution 
to Twentieth Century American Art.” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New England 
School of Art & Design Gallery (617-536 
0383), 75 Arlington St., Boston. Mon.-Fri 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “God’s Bits 
Wood”; “Mary Sherman: Cold Fish: When 
Paintings and Mechanics Collide.” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Art: 
Center (617-627-3518), 40R Talbot Ave 
Medford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Royall House Slave Quarters (781 

396-9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun 
5 p.m. Ongoing: “From Africa to Medford 
The Untold Story of the Royall Housé 
Slaves.” 




















1) The Sopranos 


1) THE SOPRANOS (HBO) 
Season five played like the 
grimmest fairy tale ever told. It 
opened with Carmela, defiantly in 
possession of the Soprano home 
after her separation from Tony, 
being menaced by a stray bear nos- 
ing around the back door. It ended 
with Tony — ursa major — crashing 
out of the woods after fleeing the 
feds through snow and stream, to 
be welcomed at that same back 
door by his wife. He had reclaimed 
his queen and his castle by agreeing 
to an equitable division of spoils. In 
between all of that, the Prince 





(Christopher) and the Pauper 
(Tony’s cousin, Tony B.) battled it 
out for the King’s affections while 
Red Riding Hood (Adrianna) dis- 
covered that there really is a Big 
Bad Wolf. A stunning, harrowing re- 
turn to form, deserving of its over- 
due Emmy for Best Drama Series. 


2) THE YEAR OF 

J.J. ABRAMS (ABC 

Alias continued ve a surpris- 
ing web of intrigue. This season, 
J.J. Abrams’s spy drama was 
restyled as a psycho-sexual hom- 
age to Alfred Hitchcock, with hero- 
ine Sydney and her former lover 
Vaughn as two points of a triangle 
completed by frosty blonde double 
agent Lauren Reed. Abrams added 
to his reputation as TV’s most gift- 
ed storyteller with his desert-island 
fantasy series Lost, the best new 
drama of the year. (Alias returns in 
a new time slot following Lost on 
Wednesday January 5.) Lost is ad 
dictive, provocative, and layered 
with the kind of mythology from 
which cults are born. Join us! Then 


YEAR IN REVIEW / television 


Un-real 


t was an unexpectedly rich year for un-reality televi- 
sion. That’s un-reality as in scripted entertainment, 
not un-reality as in that Bad Thing that happened on 
November 2. Here is my Ten Best of TV 2004. Warning: 
this is a Desperate Housewives-free zone. 





you too can 
spend hours in 
chat rooms de- 
bating questions 
like, “Are the 
plane crash sur- 
vivors actually in some kind of af- 
terlife?”, “Is Mr. Locke really 
God?”, and “Jack or Sawyer?” (By 
the way, the correct answer to the 
last question is, “Sayid.”) 


3) NIP/TUCK (FX) 

Serial slashers! Three-ways! Trans- 
sexuals! Joan Rivers! The second 
season of TV’s most intensely 
pleasurable nighttime soap was 


even sexier, funnier, smarter, and 
weirder than the first, with Miami 
plastic surgeons and best buddies 
Sean McMahon and Christian Troy 
falling apart and coming together 
in all imaginable permutations of 
male bonding. But Nip/Tuck is not 
skin deep. It cuts to the heart of re- 
lationships — men and women, 
parents and children — with a 
hand steady enough to reveal the 
messy knot of tenderness and 
selfishness that makes people tick. 
And did I mention the three-ways? 


*) THE OFFICE SPECIAL 
(BBC AMERICA) 

The tragicomic BBC mockumentary 
series wrapped up with a two-hour 
coda revisiting the (fictional) 
Wernham Hogg paper company to 
see how inept middle manager 
David Brent and his co-workers 
were coping with reality-TV fame. 
Co-creator and star Ricky Gervais’s 
portrayal of the delusional Brent’s 
slow unraveling was as moving as 
it was funny; after being laid off, 
he was humiliated to find that his 


9) Saturday Night Live | 


“celebrity” was not all it was 
cracked up to be. For all his blind- 
ered view of his (non-existent) mo- 
tivational skills and musical talent, 
surely Brent didn’t deserve this. 
The Office Special is destined to be 
a Yuletide classic for its sweet, 
tangy office Christmas-party dé- 
nouement, in which Brent and in- 
decisive would-be lovers Tim and 
Dawn were saved by the unexpect- 
ed grace of second chances. 


5) RESCUE ME (FX) 

This gritty, morbidly funny and 
weirdly beautiful dramedy about 
New York City firefighters from 
Denis Leary and Peter Tolan was 
haunted by personal demons and 
the ghosts of fallen brethren. As 
the alcoholic, frayed anti-hero, 
Leary’s cathartic performance 
should not be overlooked come 
awards time. 


6) VERONICA MARS (UPN) 
This sparkling mystery drama 
about a sleuthing teenage outcast 
nicely fills the Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer void. Kristen Bell plays an 
admirably sarcastic heroine, and 
there have been some gutsy sur- 
prises in the twisty tale of Veroni- 
ca’s best friend’s murder and her 
own family’s implosion at the 
hands of the wealthy, powerful 
elite of their affluent suburb. A 
very cool show. 


H' SOMETHING THE 

LORD MADE (HBO) 

A dignified but far from passionless 
docudrama about the white sur- 
geon and the black lab technician 
who discovered heart bypass sur- 
gery: This Emmy winner for best 
TV movie proved that “message 
movies” (here, racism in the Jim 
Crow South) need not be bombas- 
tic or maudlin. Alan Rickman and 
Mos Def performed an acting duet 
of warmth and understatement. 


=) MASTERPIECE 

THEATRE (PBS) 

PBS can’t seem to get contempo- 
rary American drama right (the 
pallid PBS Hollywood Presents of- 
fering Cop Shop), but who cares as 
long as there’s still an England and 
Masterpiece Theatre? Helen Mirren 
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returned as obstinate detective 
Jane Tennison in one of her best 
series, Prime Suspect 6: The Last 
Witness. The gorgeously filmed 
mini-series The Lost Prince chroni- 
cled the end of the Victorian dream 
through the story of a Windsor 
family secret. And Ray Winstone 
made an unlikely but commanding 
Henry VIII in an amphetamine- 
paced filming of one of history’s 
juiciest soaps. 


Ht SATURDAY NIGHT 
LIVE (NBC) 

Tina Fey’s classy, smart-girl news 
anchoring, Amy Poehler’s radiant 
emergence as the most versatile 
funnywoman on television, the en- 
dearing, deeply eccentric charac- 
ters of Will Forte and Fred Armisen, 


5) Rescue Me 









Darrell Hammond’s bone-chilling 
Donald Rumsfeld — I could go on 
and on. Instead, I’ll sum it up in 
four words: the best cast ever. 


10) REGENCY 
HOUSE PARTY (PBS) 
Another British import, this reality 
series gathered a group of single 
men and women to pass a summer 
of chaperoned flirtation in Jane 
Austen-era style. The clumsy, old- 
fashioned mating attempts of these 
would-be Elizabeth Bennets and 
Mr. Darcys suggested — sometimes 
hilariously, sometimes wistfully — 
that courtship and marriage can 
never be in our modern time what 
they were in Austen’s. For better 
and worse. 

— Joyce Millman 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 

3:00 (25) Football. The Green Bay 
Packers versus the Minnesota Vikings. 
7:00 (5) Chronicle: Holiday 
Lights. We can only assume this “en- 
core” is of the tree lighting and concert 
on the Common where Mayor Menino 
and the Rockettes were last seen togeth- 
er in public. A touch of New York 
hoopla in Boston, and it worked well 
enough. Now we too are a world-class 
city. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (25) The Adventures of 
Rocky and Bullwinkle (movie). The 
2000 feature film starring René Russo, 
Jason Alexander, Randy Quaid, Robert 
De Niro, Janeane Garofalo, and Carl 
Reiner. Plus the title animated figures. 
(Until 10 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Dickens: Secrets, Blazing 
Away, and Terror to the End. Repeated 
from last week. Despite the good-cheer 
association of the author of “A Christ- 
mas Carol” with the holidays, we're cel- 
ebrating with this fairly negative three- 
part profile of the great writer hosted by 
Chas biographer Peter Ackroyd. To be 
repeated tonight at 1 a.m. on Channel 
2. (Until 11 a.m.) 

9:00 (7) A Christmas Carol. And 
what might have made Dickens so dis- 
agreeable? A repeat of the recent musi- 
cal version in which we learn that the 
TMOC (True Meaning of Christmas) 
died when Kelsey Grammer lost touch 
with Jennifer Love Hewitt. Jason 
Alexander, Jesse |. Martin, Jane 
Krakowski, and Geraldine Chaplin help 
out. (Until 11 p.m.) 

11:35 (7) Christmas Eve Mass at 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Haul 
out the pope; it’s time for his close-up 
(Until 1:05 a.m.) 

1:15 a.m. (5) Christmas Eve at 
the Cathedral of St. Philip. It’s in 
Atlanta (and it’s Anglican), we think; all 
the local cathedrals have been sold off 
to pay for child-molestation suits. (Until 
2:05 a.m.) 

2:00 a.m. (44) On Stage at the 
Kennedy Center: A Holiday Concert 
for the Troops with Marvin Hamlisch. Un- 
fortunately, the troops are on the other 
side of the world from the Kennedy Cen- 
ter killing and being killed for Donald 
Rumsfeld and the Bushies’ oil cronies. 
Hamlisch joins the National Symphony 
Orchestra Pops division and special 
guest stars soprano Harolyn Blackwell, 
the Children’s Chorus of Washington, 
Cyndi Lauper, the Master Chorale of 
Washington, Kathy Mattea, the US Army 
Brass Quintet, and the US Army Soldiers 
Chorus. To be repeated at 5 a.m. on 
Channels 2 and 44. (Until 3 a.m.) 


CHRISTMAS DAY 

5:30 a.m. (4) White Christmas 
(movie). Good morning! Director 
Michael Curtiz’s 1954 Christmas movie 
about old Army buddies discovering the 
TMOC through song and dance and 
crooning. Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, 
Rosemary Clooney, Vera-Ellen, Dean 
Jagger, and Mary Wickes star. (Until 
8 p.m.) 

Noon (2) The French Chef Will 
Not Die. An entire day devoted to ven- 
erable episodes of Julia Child’s award- 
winning classic cooking show, The 
French Chef. If you can endure Child's 
stuffy-nosed pretentious accent for 12 
hours, you might pick up a few tips 
about pots and gateaux. The episodes 
(do we sense an impending DVD re 
lease or is that just cynical wishful 
thinking?) will air at half-hour intervals 
in this order: “Bouillabaisse (And Why 
It Doesn't Matter How You Spell It)”; 
“Napoleon’s Chicken (Don’t Tell 
Josephine)”; “Spinach Twins (Explore 
Haunted New England Attics”); “Cake 
with a Halo (Where’s the Extinguish 
er?!"); “Hamburger Dinner (Beyond 
Your Basic Mousse)”; “Salad Nicoise 
(Just Kidman)”; “Lasagna (For a Hun 
gry Mob)”; “Waiting for Gigot (Whatev- 
er That Means)”; “How About Lentils 
(But Never Why)”; “Fish in Monk's 
Clothing (Another Friars Pun)”; 
“Gateau in a Cage (Something Regret- 
tably Lost in Translation from the Appe- 
tizingly Titled Spanish B-movie Gato en- 
jaulado)”; “Cheese and Wine Party 
(Vote a Straight Ticket)”; “Curry Dinner 
(Not Favor!)”; “Apple Dessert (When 
Pie Seems Too Obvious)”; “Meat Loaf 
Masquerade (Come As You Are)”; “To 
Roast a Chicken (Not a Mockingbird)”; 
“Hard-Boiled Eggs (Talk Out of the Side 
of Their Mouths and Carry Black- 
jacks)”; “Boeuf Bourguignon (The Last 
of the Red-Hot Tenors)”; “Strawberry 
Soufflé (And Her All-Girl Revue)”; 
“Spaghetti Flambé (Circus Star)”; 
“French Bread (British Born)”; “More 
About French Bread (Take Notes This 





Time)”; “Vegetables for All (And To All 
a Good Night)”; and “Pot au feu (Star- 
ring Jacques Tati).” (Until midnight.) 
Noon (5) Christmas at Washing- 
ton National Cathedral. Jeb 
Bartlett presiding. (Until 1 p.m.) 

3:00 (5) Basketball Under the 
Tree. The Miami Heat versus the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

4:00 (44) Doctor Zhivago (movie). 
The MGM version with Julie Christie 
and Omar Sharif. (Until 8 p.m.) 


hot 
dots 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


5:00 (4) Football Under the 
Mistletoe. The Oakland Raiders ver- 
sus the Kansas City Chiefs 
-7:00 (5) The Sound of Music 
(movie). No Andrea Bocelli concert to 
watch. Here you go, kids. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

8:00 (4) My Dog Skip (movie). 
Frankie Muniz does a touching job as 
Skip’s young master in this pleasant 
2000 American nostalgia drama — 
pleasant until the end, of course, when 
Skip dies. Merry Christmas, kids, the 
dog always dies. (Until 10 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) It’s a Wonderful Life 
(movie). If you can stand it again 
Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed find 
the TMOCIBF (True Meaning of Christ- 
mas in Bedford Falls) with help from Li- 
onel Barrymore and Thomas Mitchell. 
That’s Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer as Freddie, 
the kid who opens the swimming pool, 
we recently learned. Switzer, who in ad- 
dition to starring in the Our Gang com- 
edy shorts played uncredited roles in 
hundreds of films, was also spotted as 
Herman the Reluctant Choir Boy in the 
miserable sentimental classic Going My 
Way. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Josh Groban Live at the 
Greek. The international sensation 
takes the stage at the Greek Theatre in 
Los Angeles. (Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Fiesta in the Sky. Appar- 
ently the programming folks at Channel 
44 want to give “Hot Dots” a Christmas 
present. Perhaps they’re just kidding; 
perhaps the Josh Groban concert runs 
all the way to 9:30 p.m., and perhaps 
that “broadcast change alert” was sent 
only to us. No matter. They've given us 
an excuse to list this half-hour docu- 
mentary on hot-air ballooning, and 
we're not asking any questions. When 
we last left our hero, Gilfaethwy the In- 
trepid But Basically Unpronounceable, 
he was . . . well, that was two weeks 
ago. This is Christmas week, and the 
stations (including PBS) are airing non- 
stop dreck, so we have time to retell the 
“Legend of How Gilfaethwy the Intrepid 
But Basically Unpronounceable Found 
the True Meaning of Christmas.” Long 
ago, in the Kingdom of Der-Fong, not 
far from the Bridge to Fong-Der, Gil- 
faethwy and his daughter, Li'le Bran- 
Bran, approached the gate of the Field 
of Fong-Der-Fong, where Gilfaethwy’s 
uncle, King Goewin the Mechanical 
kept tethered his hot-air balloon. O1 
Umpf the Mercenary Guard challenged 
the pair, saying, “Halt and answer my 
questions three.” Gilfaethwy sighed and 
replied: “Light blue; a warbling vintner 
and ‘more moons than the tides have 
wings.’ ” “Just so,” harumphed Or-Umpf 
as he let them pass. “Here I shall die for 
love,” cried Li'le Bran-Bran, feigning a 
swoon. “Nonsense,” said Gilfaethwy 
“Just get in the balloon.” Li’le Bran-Bran 
obeyed her father, and soon the two 
were high in the air over Der-Fong, gaz 
ing down at the colored lights on the 
houses and the trees. “Why, father,” 
asked the young girl, “do the peasants 
illuminate the trees and houses in the 
name of our Lord?” “To light the way to 
the Der-Fong Mall,” replied Gilfaethwy. 
“There 1 shall die for love?” suggested 
Lille Bran-Bran. “Perhaps,” confided Gil- 
faethwy. “Or perhaps we'll just hit the 
food court and be home by midnight 
You know how your mother worries.” 
(Until 9:35 p.m.) 

9:35 (44) The Great White Hope 
(movie). A 1970 adaptation by Howard 
Sackler of his Broadway play about the 
stormy career of boxing champ Jack 
Johnson and his notorious liaison with 
a white woman (played here by Jane 
Alexander). (Until 11:30 p.m.) 





SUNDAY 

1:00 (25) Football. The New York 
Giants versus the Cincinnati Bengals. 
4:00 (4) Football. The Pats versus 
the New York Jets. 

4:00 (25) Football. The Washington 
Redskins versus the Dallas Cowboys. 
9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 
Doctor Zhivago, part two. The conclu- 
sion of the weak TV remake starring 
Keira Knightley as Julie Christie. (Until 
midnight.) 

9:00 (4) Ocean’s Eleven (movie) 
With Twelve in the theaters, what would 
you expect? And yes, this is the George 
Clooney remake. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (44) Independent Lens: Los 
Angeles Now. A documentary (with in- 
terviews with Salma Hayek and other 
LA natives) exploring the city’s modern 
diversity. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Indie Select: Last Call 
Dreams, Main Street, and the Search for 
Community. A film about how the once 
quaint island of Nantucket was bullied 
by big bucks into an exclusive interna- 
tional resort. (Until 11 p.m.) 

11:00 (44) Austin City Limits. Fea- 
turing music from Lyle Lovett and 
Jamie Cullum. (Until midnight.) 


MONDAY 

9:00 (2) The American Experi- 
ence: Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A 
House Divided, part one. A three-part 
documentary about the Lincolns 
Tonight's show explains their very dif 
fering childhoods (his poor; hers rich), 
their courtship, their shared political 
ambitions, and their marriage (no word 
on whether that will take up recent ar- 
guments that Abe was gay) 
peated tonight at 1 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 
9:00 (5) Football. The Philadelphia 
Eagles versus the St. Louis Rams 

9:00 (44) Mystery: Death in Holy Or- 
ders, part two. We believe this is the ter 
ribly complicated conclusion to a show 
of which you missed part one, so you 
might as well watch Abe and Mary in- 
stead. (Until 11 p.m.) 


TUESDAY 

9:00 (2) The American Experi- 
ence: Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A 
House Divided, part two. As Abe leads 
the nation through the Civil War, the 
Lincolns’ son, Willie, dies, and that 
sends Mary over the edge. To be repeat- 
ed tonight at 1 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) Three Globe Trekker City 
Guides: Tokyo, Paris, and Amsterdam. 
Trekker Ian Wright does Tokyo’s karaoke 
bars circuit, sleeps in a capsule hotel, 
eats raw fish at dawn, and ventures out 
to Mount Fuji. Trekker Justine Shapiro 
has a similar but more civilized experi- 
ence in Paris without the karaoke or the 
raw fish. And Trekker Jonathan Atherton 
bikes around Amsterdam from one gay 
event to another. (Until 11 p.m.) 


WEDNESDAY 

8:00 (44) The Civil War: Simply 
Murder (1863) and The Universe of Bat- 
tle (1863). For the first part of the year, 
it looked as if the South could do no 
wrong (Fredericksburg, Chancel- 
lorsville, Vicksburg). Then the Confed- 
erate Army got to Gettysburg. The re- 
mastered Ken Burns classic continues 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) The American Experi- 
ence: Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A 
House Divided, part three. Historical 
landmark-wise, things are looking up 
Abe — the Gettysburg Address, the sur- 
render at Appomattox. But while Lincoln 
seeks to reunite with the South, his wife 
is plotting revenge. And then Abe is shot 
and things get worse fast. To be repeated 
tonight at 1 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


THURSDAY 

8:00 (2) Sir James Galway at the 
Penthouse. Performing undisclosed 
numbers with the Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra. (Until 9:30 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) My Best Friend’s Wed- 
ding (movie). Julia Roberts wants to 
marry her best friend now that he’s 
marrying someone else. With Dermot 
Mulroney and Cameron Diaz. From 
1997. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Jack Paar: Smart Tele- 
vision. Where now there is The Rebel 
Billionaire’s Search for the Fat Obnoxious 
Boss Who Wants To Marry the Biggest 
Loser (or an Andrea Bocelli concert), we 
once had mild-mannered Jack Paar 
talking with Muhammad Ali, Fidel Cas- 
tro, Woody Allen, Richard Nixon, and 
Bobby Kennedy. It was entertaining and 
informative, and nobody got hurt. 
Memories of Paar from Regis Philbin, 
Hugh Downs, Jonathan Winters, and 
the Smothers Brothers. (Until 11 p.m.) 


lo be re- 





>Listings 





readings 


@ SATURDAY 25 
“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” 
with Deborah Priestly is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$3-$5; (617) 354-5287 





@ SUNDAY 26 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM 
& JAM is at 7:30 p.m. at the Lizard 
Lounge, 1667 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Tickets $6; (617) 547-0759 

POETRY EXCHANGE hosted by 
Richard Moore is from 3 to 5 p.m 
at Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., 
3rd floor, Cambridge. Free; (617) 
489-0519 


M@ MONDAY 27 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 
with Jack Powers is at 8 p.m. at Out of 
the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect St., 


Cambridge. Suggested donation $4; 
(617) 227-0845 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 
MIC is at 8 p.m. at the Cantab Lounge, 
738 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $3; 
(617) 354-2685 





@ SUNDAY 26 

“CAFTA & THE RESISTANCE TO 
NEO-LIBERALISM” is 
with Allen Perez at 10:45 a.m. at 
Lothrop Auditorium, 565 Boylston St., 
Boston. Free; (618) 266-6710 


a discussion 


@ TUESDAY 28 
“BACK STREET IMAGES OF 


CUBA” is a slide lecture by Rob 
Holmes at 7:30 p.m. at the Newton 
Free Library, 330 Homer St., Newton 


Free; (617) 796-1360 





other listings 





HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR with more than one million 
lights runs all week at the Tweeter Center in Mansfield. 





events 

@ THURSDAY 23 
ZEITGEIST TABLE TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT with ping-pong, 
food, swing & dixieland DJ, prizes, 
and more is from 5 to 10:30 p.m. at 
the Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 Cam 
bridge St., Cambridge. Tickets $20; 
(617) 876-6060 


@ SUNDAY 26 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS 
OWN SPECTACULAR MAGIC 
COMPANY” perform at 3 p.m. at 
Cabot St. Cinema Theatre, 286 Cabot 
St., Beverly. Tickets $15, $10 for chil- 
dren under 12; (978) 927-3677 


benefits — 


@ THURSDAY 23 
HOLIDAY ANGELS JOY DRIVE 
TO BENEFIT STARLIGHT STAR- 
BRIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDA- 
TION is a toy drive taking place at 
all New England Starbucks location 
from Thurs.-Sat. Free b 


www.slsb.or 
@ FRIDAY 24 
HOLIDAY ANGELS JOY DRIVE 
TO BENEFIT STARLIGHT STAR- 
BRIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDA- 
TION. See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 25 

HOLIDAY ANGELS JOY DRIVE 
TO BENEFIT STARLIGHT STAR- 
BRIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDA- 
TION. See listing for Thurs 


holidays _ 


@ THURSDAY 23 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUID- 
ED WALKING TOUR” meets at 
3 p.m. at Starbucks, corner of Boyl 
ston and Berkeley Sts., Boston. Tick 
ets $40; (617) 732-3920 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR with clocks, photo 
graphs, cards, calendars, jewelry, pot 
tery, clothing, food, and more is from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the First Unitari 











an Church, corner of Church St. and 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (413) 
625-9779 


HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR 
with more than one million lights, 
displays, a Holiday Village, a Hay 
Bale Maze, carolers, and more is 


Thurs. from 5 to 9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. from 
5 to 10 p.m., and Sun.-Thurs. from 5 
to 9 p.m. at the Tweeter Center, 885 
South Main St., Mansfield. Tickets 
$12 per carload Mon.-Thurs., $15 
Fri.-Sun.; (508) 339-2822 

KAT’S XXX-MAS FETISH EX- 
TRAVAGANZA with Ron Jeremy, 
Robby Roadsteamer, Mass, Dogfight, 
and Dryft is at 8 p.m. at the Palace, 
1500 Broadway, Saugus. Tickets $15; 
(781) 321-1660 


@ FRIDAY 24 

JBALL XMAS EVE PARTY is at 
8 p.m. at Saint, 90 Exeter St., Boston 
Tickets $25; (617) 236-1134 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for Thurs 


M@ SATURDAY 25 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for Thurs 


@ SUNDAY 26 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 


LAR. See | for Thurs 

@ MONDAY 27 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for Thur: 


@ TUESDAY 28 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. Sex Thurs 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for 


@ THURSDAY 30 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for previous T 


gay & lesbian 


@ MONDAY 27 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m 
at the Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant 
St., Cambridge (617) 354 
8807 

LIVING ART GROUP for lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, or queer 
women, 13-25, is from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass Ave., 3rd floor, Boston. Free 
(617) 266-3349 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION 
GROUP FOR LGBT YOUNG 
ADULTS 18-25 is at p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass. Ave., third floor, Boston 
(617) 266-3349 


listing for 


Thr 
inurs 


nur 


Free; 


Free; 
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ere’s a selection of fiction that 
Phoenix reviewers liked this year, 


in alphabetical order by author. 


2, acnoisen beet 
With this fantasy about the assassi- 
nation of President George W. Bush, 
Nicholson Baker stepped out of the 
world of exquisite literary games- 
manship and into the realm of pop 
culture that includes (pre- 
Alexander) Oliver Stone and Er- 
mine. Two educated middle-class 
white guys, Jay and Ben, sit around 
talking about Jay’s plan to assassi- 
nate the president, the argument 
going back and forth as Jay thrusts 
and Ben demurs. Funny and horri- 
fying, Checkpoint is about limits — 
of presidential power, of law, of dis- 
course, or rationality, and of lan- 
guage itself. 


2) SARAH SHUN-LIEN 
BYNUM, MADELEINE IS 
SLEEPING (HARCOURT) 

The controversy surrounding this 
year’s National Book Award nomi- 
nations doesn’t obscure the 
achievement of this finalist. In her 
debut novel, Bynum’s dreamlike 
circular narrative is populated by 
fantastical characters right out of 
Alice’s Wonderland, including its 
title heroine, through whose 
dreams we enter the story. Bynum’s 
unusual creations (Matilde, who 
“must gather up her fat just as an- 
other woman gathers up her skirts,” 
and M. Pujol, who can fart an im- 
pressive range of animal noises and 
musical tunes) offer ample fodder 
for lit-crit analysis, but you won't 
need the assistance of M. Barthes or 
M. Derrida to appreciate this novel’s 
beautiful images and spare, poetic 
prose. 


3) DAVID MARKSON, 
ANISHING POINT 
(SHOEMAKER & HOARD) 
Septuagenarian avant-gardist David 
Markson is a great American comic 
original, as indebted to William Gad- 
dis as to Beckett or Joyce. In Vanish- 
ing Point, as in his past two novels 
(1996's Reader’s Block and 2001’s 
This Is Not a Novel), a shadowy nar- 
rative presence (referring to himself 
this time only as Author) meditates 
on life, death, and the frustrations 
on art in a series of one-liner anec- 
dotes separated by white space (“A 
seascape by Henri Matisse was once 
hung upside down in the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York — and left 
that way for a month and a half,” or 
“Tolstoy to Chekhov: You know I 
can’t stand Shakespeare’s plays, but 
yours are worse”). Plot, setting, and 
character are eschewed in favor of 
these variations of cultural detritus 
and the comic precision of the narra- 
tor’s voice. 


*) DAVID MITCHELL, 
CLOUD ATLAS (PLUME) 
With his third novel, David 
Mitchell moves up a notch in the 
British literary hierarchy of the 





| YEAR IN REVIEW / fiction || 


Personal an 
political con 


x) David Markson 


hottest: past Louis de Berniéres 
and Lawrence Norfolk, encroach- 
ing on Will Self and Martin Amis. 
The overlapping narratives of 
Cloud Atlas have drawn compar- 
isons to Russian matryoshka dolls, 
but genetic replication is a more 
apt analogy. The story jumps from 
an ocean voyager in 1851 toa 
bi-sexual composer in 
1931 to an in- 
vestigative re- 
porter in 1970s 
California to cur- 
rent-day England 
and near-future 
settings in Korea 
and Hawaii. 
Mitchell’s complex 
design delivers a pro- 
found entertainment. 


2h ORHAN PAMUK, 
SNOW (KNOPF) 

The epigraph for 
Turkish author 
Pamuk’s fifth book to 
be translated into Eng- 
lish comes from Stend- 
hal: “Politics in a literary 
work are a pistol shot in 
the middle of a concert, a 
crude affair though one im- 
possible to ignore.” In Snow, 
Pamuk dramatizes the ten- 
sion between art and politics 
— art and life, really — in the 
person of Ka, a Turkish poet 
who travels to the remote border 
village of Kars (echoing a similar 
trip made by Pushkin in 1829), os- 
tensibly to report as a journalist on 
a local election and the unrelated 
suicides of three teenage Islamic 
schoolgirls. Ka tries to remain 
aloof, writing poetry as snow falls, 
but is inexorably drawn into the 
lives and stories of the people he 
talks to. 


2 PHILIP ROTH, 

THE PLOT AGAINST AMERICA 
(HOUGHTON MIFFLIN) 

It’s 1940: aviator Charles A. Lind- 
bergh, running on an isolationist 
“America First” platform, has just 
defeated Franklin D. Roosevelt in 


the presiden- 
tial election, and we 
see subsequent events unfold 
through the eyes of nine-year-old 
Philip Roth, his 12-year-old brother 
Sandy, and their parents, Herman 
and Bess, in Newark. Any resem- 
blance between the Republican ad- 
ministrations of Lindbergh and 
George W. Bush is highly suspect 
and unintended by the author, 
even with the creepy parallels be- 
tween the Lindbergh Homestead 
Act and the Bush Patriot Act. Read 
this Plot not for its plot but for its 
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5) Orhan Pamuk 


character studies, its incidental de- 


tails, its spot-on impersonation of a 


Walter Winchell campaign speech, 
and its author’s sense of ethnic 
anxiety, for the unerring rise and 
fall of its long sentences and their 
bitter, ironic twists. 


7) EDWARD ST. 
AUBYN, SOME 
HOPE: 

A TRILOGY 

(OPEN CITY) 
These three novel- 
las, each running 
just over 100 pages, 
were first published 
separately in England 
in the early ’90s; this 
past year they were 


lished in the US. 
The trilogy follows 
protagonist Patrick 
Melrose from an 

abusive childhood 
through a major drug 
problem and finally 

some sort of recovery. 

St. Aubyn is a skillful, 
insightful, and witty 
writer who has chosen to 
tell an unhappy story 
through the view of char- 
acters who tend to operate 
in an ironic mode. Still, and 
despite that mercifully distancing 
approach, Some Hope is, at times, 
a very sad book. 


8) ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER, 
COLLECTED STORIES 

(THREE VOLUMES, 

LIBRARY OF AMERICA) 

The great Yiddish-American writer 
was féted in his centennial year by 
this monumental three-volume col- 
lection from the Library of America 
— almost 200 stories, 13 of them 


collected and pub- 



















previously uncollected. Singer yokes 
folk fable forms with a modern sen- 
sibility, naturalism with mysticism. 
His is a tragicomic view of the world 
in which the past is forever alive 
and the transition from old to new 
— in the form of ethnic assimilation 
— is profoundly painful. 


2 COLM TOIBIN, 

THE MASTER (SCRIBNER’S) 
Irish novelist Téibin looks at a 
stalled period in the career of 
Henry James, before the late, great 
flowering that brought forth The 
Wings of the Dove, The Ambassa- 
dors, and The Golden Bowl; he cap- 
tures the flavor of the era in which 
James lived and, more important, 
imagines the writer’s inner life, 
with its sexual conflicts, sibling ri- 
valries, and other personal relation- 
ships. And he dramatizes James’s 
creative struggles in a prose style 
that convincingly mimics James’s 
own. 


10) JOY WILLIAMS, 
HONORED GUEST 
(ALFRED A. KNOPF) 
Death, disease, physical injury, 
and disappearance figure in these 
12 stories, the follow-up to 
Williams’s darkly satirical 2000 
novel The Quick and the Dead. The 
sudden, arbitrary nature of life 
and death is an ongoing puzzle to 
Williams’s characters — a daugh- 
ter coming to terms with her ter- 
minally ill mother, a wife looking 
after her semi-vegetative husband 
(injured in a bow-hunting acci- 
dent), a woman who has inherited 
a dog from a friend who has died. 
But, far from being gloomy, 
Williams’s fiction embodies a 
weirdly exultant energy as it ex- 
plores the edges of life. 

— Compiled by Jon Garelick 
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Our true stories 


ere are 10 of the best 
+ of the non-fiction 

books covered by the 
Phoenix in 2004. 


1) ALAIN DE BOTTON, 
STATUS ANXIETY 
(PANTHEON) 

De Botton — the author of 
How Proust Can Change 
Your Life, The Consolations 
of Philosophy, and The Art 
of Travel — finds in Status 
Anxiety another angle 

from which he can criss- 
cross the history of West- 
ern civilization. Making 
the case that “Our ‘ego’ or 
self-conception could be 
pictured as a leaking bal- 
loon, forever requiring the 
helium of external love to 
remain inflated, and ever 
vulnerable to the smallest pinpricks 
of neglect,” he takes in Marxism, the 
lives of the saints, modern advertis- 
ing, and such unexpected juxtaposi- 
tions as a convention of Heinz 
ketchup salesmen in Chicago in 
1902 and Herodotos’s account of 
Xerxes’s invasion of Greece in 480 
BC. More attractive than his not very 
surprising conclusions is how he gets 
there. 


2) RACHEL COHEN, A CHANCE 
MEETING: INTERTWINED LIVES 
OF AMERICAN WRITERS AND 
ARTISTS 1854-1967 
(RANDOM HOUSE) 

Rachel Cohen’s book of “chance 
meetings” (the phrase comes from 
an essay by Willa Cather) among 
writers and artists spanning a cen- 


2) Rachel Cohen 








2) A Chance Meeting: intertwined Lives of Ameri- 


can Writers and Artists 1854-1967 


3) Bob Dylan 





tury goes down so smoothly, you 
could easily dismiss it as a mere col- 
lection of anecdotes. But beginning 
with a visit by Henry James Sr. and 
Henry James Jr. (age 11) to the 
New York City studio of photogra- 
pher Mathew Brady and ending 
with Norman Mailer and Robert 
Lowell preparing to march on the 
Pentagon, Cohen evinces a schol- 
ar’s rigor and a fan’s devotion. And 
her book gains heft, becoming a be- 
guiling daisy chain of anecdote and 
insight, a unique cultural history. 


3) BOB DYLAN, 

CHRONICLES: VOLUME ONE 
(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 

This is not a book to set the record 
straight. Rather, it’s a disembodied 
account (there are few dates) leap- 
ing backward and forward in time, 
from days in Hibbing to first days in 
folk-obsessed 1960 Greenwich Vil- 
lage to the recording of his 1989-re- 
leased Oh Mercy in New Orleans. 
What you do get is great story- 
telling — whether Dylan is talking 
about meeting his hero Dave Van 
Ronk or poet Archibald MacLeish or 
describing the junk-strewn apart- 
ments of friends with whom he 
crashed. We see all this through his 
eyes, as if for the first time, wide 
open with a sense of discovery. 





*; 4) NICK 

_ FLYNN, 

pt ANOTHER 
BULLSHIT 
NIGHT IN 
SUCK CITY 
(NORTON) 
Scituate native 
Flynn is a 27- 
year-old living in 
a decrepit loft in 
Chinatown, 
nursing a grow- 
ing alcohol and 
drug problem, 
and working at 
the Pine Street 
Inn when he dis- 
covers his long- 
absent father — 
a resident at 
Nick’s place of 
employment. 
Another Bullshit 
Night is about 
how Nick lets 

his father slowly, 
cautiously back 





into his life, researching 
the older man’s wild tales 
and history and also relat- 
ing the life and suicide of 
his mother. Flynn, a poet, 
created a sensation when 
an edited version of his 
tale ran in the New Yorker 
last summer; the full- 
length treatment does not 
disappoint. 


5) THOMAS FRANK, 

HAT’S THE MATTER 
WITH KANSAS? 
HOW CONSERVATIVES 
WON THE HEART OF 
AMERICA 
(METROPOLITAN) 
Who knew when he pub- 
lished this book back in 
June that Thomas Frank 
— editor of the indie lit- 
cultural mag the Baffler 
— would emerge as the post-elec- 
tion pundit? This Kansan posed the 
key question raised by the political 
life of his native state: why do so 
many of America’s working poor 
vote persistently against their own 
economic interests, allowing the 
wealthy Republican beneficiaries of 
their loyalty to blight their neigh- 
borhoods and siphon off their 
wealth? A sympathetic observer, 
Frank looks at how Republicans 
have co-opted the very idea of 
agrarian populism and made it 
their own. 


© STEVEN GREENBLATT, 
ILL IN THE WORLD: HOW 
SHAKESPEARE BECAME 
SHAKESPEARE (NORTON) 
For nearly 400 years, William 
Shakespeare’s life has seemed so 
bland, so banal, so boring, some 
have concluded it must have 
been lived by a more interesting 
fellow, like Christopher Marlowe 
or the Earl of Oxford. Over the 
past decade, however, scholars 
have put the Bard back into his 
biography via improved research 
and some intelligent speculation. 
Harvard professor Stephen 
Greenblatt, the general editor of 
The Norton Shakespeare and the 
author of Hamlet in Purgatory, 
digs even deeper in the dust with 
this latest effort, and though he 
forbears to move the Bard’s 
bones, he does shift them into a 
more coherent arrangement. It’s 
the bleakest portrait of Shake- 
speare that’s been painted so far, 
and almost certainly the truest. 


7) SETH MNOOKIN, 

‘ARD NEWS: THE 
SCANDALS AT THE NEW 
YORK TIMES AND THEIR 
MEANING FOR AMERICAN 
MEDIA (RANDOM HOUSE) 
Mnookin relates the story of Jayson 
Blair, of course, but also the much 
more important story of Howell 
Raines, the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist who as executive editor 
tried to remake the Gray Lady and 
almost destroyed it. Writing in the 
Phoenix, Dan Kennedy saw 
Mnookin’s book as a cautionary tale 
not only for journalists but for any 
large corporation or organization: 
“Raines’s management style — top- 
down, egomaniacal, and intimidat- 
ing to the point where no one dared 





8) In the Shadow of No Towers 


| ft, & beard 
while Aighans were 
shaving off theirs. 


“bad reviews"! 
shaved it off again 


lssues of salt - 
representation 


EQUALLY TERRORIZED BY AL-QAEDA 
AND BY HiS OWN GOVERNMENT... 
Our Hero looks over some ancient comics pages instead of work- 


ing, He doses off and relives his r3 





bring him bad news — not only had 
created an environment that could 
let someone like Jayson Blair thrive 
but also had undermined the team- 
work that’s necessary at a collective 
enterprise such as a metropolitan 
daily newspaper.” 





5) Thomas Frank 


8) ART SPIEGELMAN, 

IN THE SHADOW OF NO 
TOWERS (PANTHEON) 
Spiegelman’s first full-length comic 
book since the second installment 
of his Pulitzer-winning Maus in 
1992, In the Shadow of No Towers is 
only 38 pages long — not a novel- 
istic treatment like his last book but 
a diary designed in the form of the 
old broadsheet Sunday comics from 
which Spiegelman first drew inspi- 
ration. Living with his family in 
SoHo, he witnesses the September 
11 attacks at close range. Onto 
10x14-1/2 cardboard-backed high- 
gloss pages, with references to 
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ide Seat to that day's disas- 
ter yet agam, trying te figure out what be actually saw... 





everything from the Katzenjammet 
Kids to Krazy Kat, he pours all he 
knows about American history and 
American comics, giving a unity of 
design and purpose to his free- 
floating anxiety and outrage. 


9) MARK STEVENS 

AND ANNALYN SWAN, 
DE KOONING: AN 
AMERICAN MASTER 
(ALFRED A. KNOPF) 
Jackson Pollock has been the 
subject of several full-length bi- 
ographies, but this is the first de- 
voted to Willem de Kooning, who 
when he died in 1997, at the age 
of 92, was acknowledged as one 
of the greatest American 
painters. Although long-winded, 
it will serve as a cornerstone for 
any further study of the artist, 
and it provides an invaluable 
chronicle of his life and his cre- 
ative process, as well as astute 
analysis of his work and of the 
cultural climate of his times. 


10) DUBRAVKA UGRESIC, 
THANK YOU FOR NOT 
READING (DALKEY 
ARCHIVE 

Mostly val when it was pub- 
lished late last year, Ugresic’s bril- 
liant and biting book of essays, 
with its spot-on skewering of the 
publishing industry, deserves anoth- 
er push. Not concerned primarily 
with reading or even literature, 
Ugresic instead focuses on the mar- 
keting of authors and their product. 
In her argument, it’s not just that we 
live in a world where Joan Collins 
opens an international book fair and 
authors spend as much time pitch- 
ing their proposals as writing their 
books, it’s that the supreme sub- 
servience to commercial pressure 
has oversimplified a market in 
which all worth is weighed on the 
same scale, whether the topic is des- 
perate housewives or Confucius. 

— Compiled by Jon Garelick 











BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


oO question as what was the 

story of the year in classical 

music: the arrival of James 
Levine as the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra’s 14th — and first Ameri- 
can-born music director. But it 
was a good year in other respects, 


too. 


1) JAMES LEVINE 

AT THE BSO 

James Levine was appointed music 
director of the BSO in 2001 but 
couldn't take over till this year. So 
we've had plenty of time to antici- 
pate what his tenure would be like. 
And most of those expectations, 
based on his annual visits and press 
conferences in which he actually 
answered the questions, have al- 
ready been fulfilled. 

Ambitious programs? To say the 
least. Long programs? Oh yes: most 
of his concerts this season have 
gone well beyond the usual two 
hours. Fascinating programs? How 
about an evening of Ligeti and Lu- 
toslawski cello concertos surround- 
ed by major 19th-century pieces by 
Schumann and Dvorak? New 
music? American music? Certainly 
— the BSO became the first of 
America’s big five orchestras to play 
a complete version of Elliott 
Carter’s 45-minute Symphonia, a 
major masterpiece by America’s (ar- 
guably) greatest living composer. 
Vocal music? Within just a few 
weeks, we got Mahler’s Eighth Sym- 
phony, the final scene from Richard 
Strauss’s Salome with Metropolitan 
Opera diva Karita Mattila, and 
Berlioz’s neglected Roméo et 
Juliette, with a magisterial perform- 
ance by Lorraine Hunt Lieberson. 
Outreach? There was the maestro 
speaking from his seat in the audi- 
ence at a Harvard symposium on 
Carter and later answering ques- 
tions put to him by the chair of Har- 
vard’s Music Department at a 
packed public event. He’s even 
begun a new policy of writing brief 
comments for the BSO program 
booklets 

Of course 
matter if the performances them 
selves weren't as exciting and mov- 
ing as they have been. The orches- 
tra itself seems to have been rejuve- 
nated by both the programs and the 
new seating arrangement (first and 
second violins deployed antiphonal- 
ly). In short, a long-overdue new 
era has begun for the BSO, and one 
that was worth every minute of the 
wait. 


2) BEST OPERA 
PRODUCTION 

Opera Boston’s production of John 
Adams’s Nixon in China, which 
finally got its New Engiand pre- 
miere, was excellent on its own 
terms — superb singing, acting, 
staging, playing, and conducting; 
imaginative production values (de- 
spite or because of the need to 
economize?) — and also made one 
re-evaluate the work. With its fresh 
young cast, this first new American 
staging since 1987 revealed the po- 
litical satire of Adams and librettist 
Alice Goodman to be more touching 
and more beautiful than I remem- 


none of this would 


bered. Opera Boston’s music direc- 
tor, Gil Rose, and the members of 
the Boston Modern Orchestra Pro- 
ject were the production’s heart and 
soul. Even Opera Boston seemed to 
be surprised at this success. Only 
two performances were scheduled, 
so lots of people were left begging 
for tickets. 


3) MOST-TICKLED IVORIES 
Two extraordinary solo piano 
recitals in the Bank of America 
Celebrity Series couldn’t have been 
more satisfying. Dubravka TomSi¢ 
has become one of Boston’s most 
beloved visitors, and her elegant 
program of major and minor 
Mozart and Chopin’s four Scherzi 
showed us how Mozart was a Ro- 
mantic and Chopin a Classicist. 
Leon Fleisher was the American pi- 
anist of his generation. His recital 
was the first full concert he’d played 
here using both hands since he lost 
the use of his right hand to chronic 
dystonia. The concert ranged from 
Bach to George Perle, with Schu- 
bert’s great B-flat Sonata the musi- 
cal and emotional high point. (You 


dramatic, ironic, even shocking tran- 
sitions. Tilson Thomas used to be a 
familiar figure in our musical land- 
scape, and it’s clear he’s done great 
things with his San Francisco play- 
ers. It was a treat to have him back. 


5) BEST VOCAL RECITAL 
Cecilia Bartoli, Susan Graham, and 
countertenor Andreas Scholl gave 
unforgettable concerts, but at the 
top of my list for this year is the one 
with mezzo-soprano Mitsuko Shirai, 
accompanied by her phenomenal 
ex-husband, Hartmut Holl — a pro- 
gram of Mahler songs and song cy- 
cles in Harvard’s Houghton Library 
Chamber Series (at the Harvard-Ep- 
worth Church). Shirai’s mobile face 
alone was worth the price of admis- 
sion, but it was her profound sensi- 
tivity to the text and HOll’s pro- 
found understanding of the rela- 
tionship between the words and the 
music surrounding them that broke 
my heart. 


6) BEST CHORAL 
PERFORMANCE 

Hard to choose between Craig 
Smith conducting Emmanuel Music 
in Handel’s tragic Jephtha at the be- 
ginning of the year and Craig Smith 


citing, and at press conferences, he actually answers the questions. 


can hear the Schubert on Fleisher’s 
bestselling Vanguard CD, Two 
Hands.) 

And Boston’s own Russell Sher- 
man and Wha Kyung Byun celebrat- 
ed their 30th wedding anniversary 
with a joint recital/love-in that in- 
cluded their piercing performance 
of Schubert’s F-minor Fantasy and 
their irresistible — and appropriate 
— encore, George Gershwin’s “Em- 
braceable You.” 


4) BEST NON-BSO 
ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE 
Michael Tilson Thomas led his San 
Francisco Symphony in a Fleet- 
Boston (now Bank of America) 
Celebrity Series performance of 
Mahler Fifth Symphony that reveled 
in exhilarating juxtapositions and 


conducting Emmanuel Music in 
Handel’s celebratory Israel in Egypt 
near the end of the year. Handel’s 
final revision of Israel in Egypt had 
never been heard here before. But 
more important was the way the or- 
chestra became the plagues Moses 
visits upon the Egyptians — flies 
and frogs, hailstones, and darkness 
itself — while the chorus provided 
visceral excitement in the chase 
through the Red Sea and celestial 
sweetness in the beatific “He led 
them forth like sheep.” 

David Hoose and the Cantata 
Singers gave us a similarly moving 
and memorable rendering of what 
is arguably the greatest piece of 
choral music ever written, Bach’s 
St. Matthew Passion. In a split sec- 
ond, the chorus transformed itself 
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concerts 


@ THURSDAY 23 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART presents “Holiday Pops” Thurs. at 4 
and 8 p.m., Fri. at noon, Sun. at 3 and 7:30 p.m., 
Mon. at 4 and 8 p.m., and Tues.-Thurs. at 8 p.m 
at Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tick 
ets $30-$107; (617) 266-1200 


@ FRIDAY 24 

GEORGE SARGEANT gives an organ recital 
at 12:15 p.m. at Old South Church, 645 Boyl 
ston St., Boston. Donations accepted; (617) 
536-0944 ext. 376 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for Thurs. 


@ SUNDAY 26 
CARTHAGE CONSORT performs works 





from taunters spitting at Christ into 
a sorrowing voice of universal guilt. 
It’s also impossible to praise too 
highly John Oliver’s Tanglewood 
Festival Chorus, especially singing 
from memory as Berlioz’s feuding 
Montagues and Capulets in the 
BSO’s Roméo et Juliette. 


7) BEST CHAMBER MUSIC 
We're lucky to have the Borromeo 
and Lydian String Quartets and the 
Boston Chamber Music Society in 
residence, yet the outstanding 
chamber concert of the year was the 
one by the Takacs Quartet with pi- 
anist Andreas Haefliger in a Celebri- 





FULFILLING EXPECTATIONS ALREADY: the programs have been ambitious, the performances have been ex- 


ty Series recital that moved from un- 
usually tumultuous Haydn and trag- 
ic Bartok to festive Dvorak (the 
tuneful and soulful Piano Quintet). 


2 MOST AMBITIOUS 
PROGRAMMING 

Benjamin Zander and the Boston 
Philharmonic Orchestra devoted 
their entire 2003-2004 season to 
one composer, Gustav Mahler, then 
opened their 2004-2005 season 
with yet another major Mahler 
piece, Das Lied von der Erde. Zander 
has been Boston’s leading Mahler 
advocate for decades, and his repu- 
tation has spread through his 
Mahler recordings on Telarc. To my 
ears, the performances themselves 
have become more mainstream, less 
harrowingly on the edge; but Zan- 
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by Bach, John Coprario, and William Lawes 
at 2 p.m. at the Newton Free Library, 330 
Homer St., Newton. Free; (617) 796-1360 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for Thurs 


@ MONDAY 27 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for Thurs 


@ TUESDAY 28 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for Thurs 


m@ WEDNESDAY 29 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 30 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for previous Thurs 


















der’s passion still arouses audiences 
to frenzies of excitement. The most 
moving moment came at the end of 
this “Mahler Journey” — a quietly 
poignant performance of Mahler’s 
greatest song, “Ich bin der Welt ab- 
handen gekommen” (“I have be- 
come lost to the world”), with Zan- 
der’s long-time Mahler collaborator, 
mezzo-soprano Jane Struss. 


4 BEST 

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 
Collage New Music began the year 
with a scintillating performance of 
Pierre Boulez’s icon of new music, Le 
marteau sans maitre (“The Hammer 
without a Master”), with mezzo-so- 
prano Janna Baty, who returned later 
in the year in Benjamin Britten’s late 
cantata Phaedra, with Susan Daven- 
ny Wyner conducting her superlative 
New England String Ensemble. Em- 
manuel Music ended its series devot- 
ed to ‘John Harbison and His World” 
with mezzo-soprano Janice Felty, 
who sang some early Harbison (se- 
lections from his 1980 Mottetti di 
Montale, which she introduced) and 
some more recent (his funny, bluesy, 
waltzing Elizabeth Bishop cycle, 
North and South). Harbison has or- 
chestrated both works beautifully, 
but pianist Judith Gordon made her 
keyboard sound as colorful as an en- 
tire orchestra. Gil Rose and BMOP 
presented a new work by another 
eloquent “reader” of poems, Andy 
Vores, whose Uncertainty Is Beautiful 
included a pungent setting of Wi- 
sYawa Szymborska’s “Love at First 
Sight” with radiant soprano Kendra 
Colton. And soprano Tony Arnold 
performed a tour de force as three 
different characters in rapid dialogue 
(“triologue”?) — a narrator, Or- 
pheus, and Eurydice — in Harrison 
Birtwistle’s complex and intriguing 
Nenia: The Death of Orpheus, the cli- 
max of the very first Boston-area con- 
cert devoted to the 70-year-old 
British composer, who’s been in resi- 
dence in Harvard’s Music Depart- 
ment, which presented the event. 


10) JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT 
Partly because I always end up re- 
sorting to the same superlatives, it’s 
been several years since I’ve written 
about the annual Valentine’s con- 
cert at the MFA: classic American 
songs sung by soprano Nancy Arm- 
strong and baritone Robert Honey- 
sucker accompanied by Daniel Step- 
ner (who also does the arrange- 
ments) and Laura Jeppesen on elec- 
tric violin and gamba. This year 
they were more elegant and delight- 
ful than ever — and maybe even 
more cherishable, since pure delight 
is increasingly hard to come by in 
these dark times. i] 











Portable Home Standby Power 


Give your home portable power with a generator from Honda. 


















Honda EU3000is Generator 


¢ 3000 watts (25 A) of Honda inverter 120 AC power 

¢ Super quiet—49 to 58dB(A) 

¢ Eco-Throttle—runs up to 20 hrs. on 3.4 gals. of fuel 

¢« Convenient electric starting 

¢ Advanced inverter technology provides reliable power to 
computers and other sensitive equipment 

¢ 12v—12A DC output 


EU3000is 


Honda EM5000SXK2 Generator 


¢ 5000 watts (41.7/20 A) of 120/240V automatic regulated power 
¢ Honda 1lhp OHV commercial engine 

¢ Operates 12.5 hrs. at 50% load (6.6 gals.) 

¢ Voltage selector switch—120/240V operation 

¢ Two-wheel kit standard 

¢ Special muffler for quieter operation 


EM5000S XK2 


Honda EX4500SXK1 Generator 


¢ 4500 watts (37.5/18.3 A) of 120/240V automatic regulated power 
¢ Fully enclosed for super quiet operation 

¢ Honda 1l1hp OHV commercial engine 

¢ Voltage selector switch—120/240V operation 

¢« Automatic voltage regulated power output 

¢ Electric start (includes battery) 

¢ Four-wheel transport kit standard 


EX4500SXK1 








“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 


OMG GREATER BOSTON |PASiNTyy 


wu" cycle 
1098 Mass. Ave. Arlington, MA (617) 648-1300 


107 Brimbal Ave. Beverly, MA 01915 1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
978-927-3400 800-464-CYCLE Everett, MA 02149 
www.cycles128.com 








For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owner’s manual before operating your 
Honda Power Equipment. Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid 
possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. Not all dealers carry all products. 


Consult your local Yellow Pages. © 2004 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. www.honda.com 
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Now Open 


Back Bay 

138 Newbury St. 
Boston, MA 02116 
Phone: (617) 536-4768 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find other 
store locations, visit our web site. 


American Apparel 


Made in Downtown LA 
Sweatshop Free—Brand-Free Clothes 
www.americanappareli.net 


™ 


American Apparel 
has arrived in Boston. 





American Apparel is 3,200 people. 


Designers, marketers, engineers, knitters, 
sewers, and administrators all working 
together out of a vertically integrated, 
800,000 sq ft design and manufacturing lab 
in downtown Los Angeles. 


Thirty-five stores worldwide with more 
on the way. 


Forty thousand wholesale clients, 
part of the family. 


One million garments served up each week. 


Taking on the system. 
One T-shirt at a time. 


American Apparel is capitalism — working. 
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inside > 
@ Sound Bites 


Looking ahead to shows from 
Catch 22, Read Yellow, Hate- 
breed and more. 


@tThe Year in 
Review: Local Pop 


Carly Carioli crams 50 bands 
into his Top 10, including 
Killswitch Engage, Converge, 
and Mission of Burma. 


@ Local Music 

Chris Rucker reviews 2004 
and Will Spitz hits the Chist- 
mas-party circuit, plus this 
week’s Top 10 local CDs. 


@The Year in 
Review: Hip-Hop 
Franklin Soults saw Jay-Z 
and The Grey Album set the 
tone for hip-hop 2004. 


@ The Year in 


Review: Blues 

Ted Drozdowski found good 
pickings from plenty of 
artists in a grim economic 
year for the genre. 


Othe Year in 


Review: Frequencies 
Josh Kun finds plenty to like 
from 2004, including Tegan 
and Sara, Bebo and El 
Cigala, and Lenny Bruce. 


@ The Year in 
Review: Jazz 


Jon Garelick looks back at 
Bill Frisell, the Revolutionary 
Ensemble, John Scofield, 
Don Byron, Madeleine Pey- 
roux, and more. 


® off the Record 


CD reviews of Full Blown 
Chaos, the Go-Betweens, 
Grizzly Bear, Bobby Darin, 
Brazilian music compilations, 
and Kenneth Rexroth and 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti. 
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PLUS 


LOCAL MUSIC, 
JAZZ, BLUES, 


AND MORE Idiots on top: 


FAGREEN DAY 
lead the pack 
in 2004 


BY MATT ASHARE, 
PAGE 4 
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Jurassic ska 


MONDAY: With the Mighty Mighty Bosstones broken up and thus no Hometown 
Throwdown to lighten December evenings, the checkered nation will have to settle 
for Catch 22. Five years ago, the New Jersey outfit established themselves as one of 
the hottest new names in ska-punk with their torrid Victory debut, Keasbey Nights. 
Not long after that, the backlash started — and these days, the genre is so far back 
underground that its surviving practitioners have little choice but to find humor in the 
situation. Thus the title of Catch 22’s latest album, Dinosaur Sounds (Victory). Like 
all good ska-punk albums, it’s made for the dance floor: the band’s three-man horn 
section is lively and sophisticated, big melodies abound, and producer Steve Evetts 
(Hatebreed, Saves the Day) helps them pack a Bosstones-sized hardcore punch. 
They're at Axis, 13 Lansdowne Street in Boston, at 6 p.m. for an all-ages gig with 
Punchline, Socratic, and the Stray Bullets. Tickets are $13; call (617) 262-2437. 


@ THURSDAY 23 


LOCAL ROCK. If Kim Deal (who used to 
bill herself as Mrs. John Murphy) can re- 
form the Pixies, then there’s really nothing 
for the former Mr. Kim Deal (her ex-hus- 
band, the actual John Murphy) to do but 
to re-form his group Mente. Don’t recall 
them? If the Pixies were once the best 
band in Boston, Mente often bragged 
about being the worst, and they took that 
boast seriously enough to fire original 
drummer Joe Harvard for not playing bad 
enough. Deal was briefly a member, as 
were future members of the Upper Crust. 
Tonight, Mente reunite for a holiday show 
at the Overdraught, 877 Cambridge Street 
in East Cambridge; call (617) 868-3221. 

If you've run into a leering, grumpy, 
paunchless Saint Nick at some DIY crafts 
fair this month, you're already familiar 
with one of the many alter egos of Dave 
Geisslah. When he’s not dressing up as a 
Sleazy Santa, or putting the glower in the 
electro-goth outfit Plunge into Death, he’s 
the frontman/ringleader of the ludicrous 
operatic-rock group Scrapple. For their 
annual “Scrapple Christmas Special,” the 
band are promising a skewed pageant in 
which the telling of Christ’s birth will be 
complemented/assaulted by costumes, 
props, short films, and songs including 
“Santa Fetish,” “Bling Bling,” “Trim the 
Nastee Tree,” and “Christmas Day Over 
(Take It Back).” That’s at ZuZu, 474 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue in Central Square; call 
(617) 864-3278 extension 237. 

Also tonight: sleazier than a sleazy Santa, 
the suburban flash-metal band Karina- 
tions are opening for the Upper Crust on 
New Year’s Eve, but they’re getting down 
and dirty at O’Brien’s (3 Harvard Avenue 
in Allston; 617-782-6245). And Meg 
Toohey’s the So and So’s celebrate the 
season at the Lizard Lounge (1667 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue in Central Square; 617 
547-0759). 


@ SATURDAY 25 
NIGHTLIFE. If any club in town were to 
compete with the celebration of the birth- 
day of the baby Jesus, you know which 
one it would be, right? You got it: Man 
Ray. The weekly “Transmission” dance 
night goes on, with techno, electroclash, 
punk, and new wave. We're can’t promise 
that resident DJ Chris Ewen (of Future 
Bible Heroes fame) will be in the cages 
tonight, but then again, it probably beats 
Christmas dinner with Stephin Merritt. 
That’s at 21 Brookline Street in Central 
Square; call (617) 864-0400. 








TUESDAY: When 


Headbangers Ball host, 
Hatebreed frontman, and 
Connecticut homeboy Jamie 
Jasta gathers together the 
cream of his Stillborn 
Records roster for its annual 
holiday throwdown at the 
Palladium tonight, he’ll have a little something extra to celebrate: a Grammy nomination 
for Best Heavy Metal Performance. Far be it from us to point out that Hatebreed’s latest, 
The Rise of Brutality (Universal), might be their most old-school hardcore album to date. 
As a triple threat — bandleader, Ba// cheerleader, label boss — Jasta has done as much 
to fire the Northeast metalcore resurgence as anyone, and this year’s New England- 
dominated Best Heavy Metal Performance category (which also included a nod to 
Killswitch Engage) is the payoff. Hatebreed headline with NYC legends Agnostic Front, 
God Forbid, Candiria, Full Blown Chaos, With Honor, Love Is Red, Subzero, the Autumn 
Offering, and the Risk Taken at a 5 p.m., all-ages show for which tickets are $16. The 
Palladium is at 261 Main Street in Worcester; call (800) 477-6849. 





The week in music and other audible treats 
EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


@ SUNDAY 26 

PUNK. The brutalitarian balls-to-wall 
metal of Dead like Death is pretty rad: 
proving that if you play trashy Septic 
Death-style deathpunk with an overdose 
of tough-guy muscle, it can occasionally 
come out sounding like a metalcore ver- 
sion of “Pen Cap Chew”-era Nirvana. 
Don’t get us wrong: they’re big Pantera 
fans, and heavy as hell. And Dimebag 
jokes could be harmful to your health: the 
singer’s a gigantic guy named Murf who 
looks as if he could pop a blood vessel or 
have a heart attack at any moment. Gui- 
tarist Alex Sepe (ex-Maincain) gives good 
thrash, all melodically and rhythmically 
knotty riffs. The bass player used to be in 
Drexel. And to tide you over till their full- 
length drops, they've got a stellar demo 
called Everything Ends in a Breakdown 
whose four songs do indeed end in break- 
downs. They’re upstairs at the Middle 
East, 472 Massachusetts Avenue in Cen- 
tral Square, with 18 Wheels of Justice, 
who we can only hope last longer than the 
gloriously awful TV crimebuster series 
they stole their name from; call (617) 
864-EAST. 


@ MONDAY 27 

METAL. Go ahead: try to find another DJ 
night devoted to obscure European black 
metal and death metal. It’s music indige- 
nous to winter solstices, all darkness and 


Read Yellow 





ice and fat Norwegian dudes with bad 
hair and black leather boots (just like 
Santa!). What’s odd is that black-metal 
guys don’t seem to write much about 
Yuletide, even though it’s arguably the 
world’s most popular pagan _ holiday. 
Maybe they've all been scared off by our 
favorite King Diamond song ever, “No 
Presents for Christmas,” which “Hel- 
vete” resident DJs Cathach or Falcifer 
had damn well better play tonight. Oust- 
ed last month from the Paradise Lounge, 
the night wakes from the dead and takes 
up a new residence at the more appropri- 
ately cavernous O’Brien’s, 3 Harvard Av- 
enue in Allston; call (617) 782-6245. 
FOLK. Anyone who caught the “Down 
from the Mountain” tour or any of its 
spinoffs couldn't help being seduced by 
the intimacy of those performances, in 
which several generations of country and 
bluegrass legends wove themselves into 
numerous solo and ensemble configura- 
tions. The three local singer-songwriters 
behind the “Roots Attached Revue” 
are no exception, and tonight local 
folksinger Thea Hopkins, bluesmen Bill 
McQuaid and Johnny Mack, and country- 
ish singer-songwriter Tracy O’Connell will 
perform together and alone in an old- 
time variety-show format. That’s at 
8:30 p.m. at T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 
Brookline Street in Central Square; call 
(617) 492-BEAR. 


Read alert 


MONDAY: There’s a reason not too many bands have shared tours 
with Dillinger Escape Plan and Jon Spencer: there aren’t very 
many rock-and-roll bands like Amherst-to-Boston transplants 
Read Yellow. Their Fenway Recordings debut, Radios Burn 
Faster, grafted the exclamatory group-shout-along energy of the 
early-’90s Dischord roster onto wiry post-punk anthems and filthy 
garage outbursts. Having racked up enough frequent-flier miles 
to keep themselves touring Europe long after the Rolling Stone 
next-big-thing buzz fades, they'll end the year on a high note, 
headlining the Middle East with Providence’s synth-stabbed, 
spazzed-out hardcore outfit Sex Positions and home-town punks 
Shanghai Valentine and Cocked N Loaded. That's at 472 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; call (617) 492-BEAR. 


@ TUESDAY 28 

SOUL. Irma Thomas, the “Soul Queen 
of New Orleans,” seems to get better on 
every visit to the Regattabar, occasions on 
which she’s backed by her band the Pro 
fessionals (natch), with full horn section, 
most of whom have been with her for 20 
years or more. Sweet, dignified, and, yes, 
soulful, Irma always delivers. That’s in the 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street in Harvard 
Square, for shows at 7:30 and 10 p.m. 
through Thursday. Tickets are $28; call 
(617) 395-7755. 

POP. The nine-piece Chicago group 
Sonia Dada make their soul, funk, and 
rock influences stretch a little farther 
thanks to a limber rhythm section and a 
trio of background singers whom the 
group’s frontman discovered harmonizing 
on a street corner. They’re at the Paradise, 
967 Commonwealth Avenue in Boston. 
Call (617) 562-8800. 

Vermont jam-band faves Strangefolk 
show off their newest addition — Russ 
Lawton, the drummer from Trey Anasta- 
sio’s solo band — during a two-night stand 
at Harpers Ferry, 158 Brighton Avenue in 
Allston; call (617) 254-9743. And follow- 
ing the conclusion of that run, on Decem- 
ber 30 estranged Strangefolk founding 
frontman Reid Genauer and Assembly 
of Dust kick off their own year-end stand 
at the Paradise, 967 Commonwealth Av- 
enue in Boston. Call (617) 562-8800. 









@ WEDNESDAY 29 

ROCK. After two years in residence at the 
Paradise Lounge, “Blackout Bar,” the 
back-in-blackest of punk-rock-and-roll 
club nights in town, is following the mass 
exodus of Allston rock over to Great Scott, 
where it'll make its debut on January 5. 
To celebrate the end of its P-Lounge run, 
and to close out the year, it’s throwing a 
pre-New Year’s blowout featuring the 
debut of Bastards of Young, a vintage 
punk cover band (think Ramones, Re 
placements) with James Lynch, Mark Or 
rell, and Tim Brennan, who are better 
known as the three youngest members of 
Dropkick Murphys. The Paradise Lounge 
is at 969 Commonwealth Avenue in 
Boston; call (617) 562-8814. 


@ THURSDAY 30 

HOLIDAY. The Trans Siberian Or- 
chestra is keeping its chokehold on the 
Billboard holiday charts with a new cloy- 
ing schlock opera, Lost Christmas Eve, 
and its annual bi-coastal, two-company 
tour, which may or may not include any 
actual members of Savatage but will cer- 
tainly bring a multitude of Broadway 
caliber showoffs to the FleetCenter. 
That’s at 7:30 p.m. on Causeway Street 
at North Station, and tickets are $30.50 
to $51; call (617) 931-2000. 

LOCAL ROCK. Allston’s Radar Record 
ings may be just a blip on the current 
screen, but its up-and-coming roster of 
proggish art-rock bands has made some 
of the most adventurous pop heard in 
town this year. The label’s second annual 
“Last Night on Earth” showcase features 
sets by On Fire, Seneca, Constants, 
Harris, and Those Who Wait upstairs 
at the Middle East, 472 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Central Square; call (617) 
864-EAST. 

Also: provided they don’t get sued by 
any of the other half-dozen regional 
bands who claim the name, Boston’s the 
Debutantes might have a future. 
They’re a jangled, feedback-scarred 
indie-rock outfit with a knack for out 
breaks of My Bloody Valentine distor 
tion, and they’re gifted with the kind of 
spartan, knockout rhythm section that’s 
been de rigueur since the Strokes hit 
They’re at ZuZu, 474 Massachusetts Av 
enue in Central Square; call (617) 864 
3278 extension 237. 
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[ YEAR in REVIEW] 


From the political 





mous failure. That probably has a lot to 

do with the fact that as early as March, 
at the South by Southwest Music and 
Media Conference, I had my hopes raised 
by a “Rock Against Bush” show that drew a 
capacity crowd to one of Austin’s better 
known clubs (Emo’s) and offered every- 
thing from stand-up comedy by David Cross 
to political commentary by MC Jello Biafra 
(formerly of the Dead Kennedys) to amus- 
ing punk salvos by punk vets NOFX. For the 
next few months, through conversations 
with Biafra, NOFX frontman Fat Mike, and 


I: hard not to look at 2004 as an enor- 


others who were involved in putting togeth- 


er two Rock Against Bush compilations as 
well as manning the punkvoter.com organi- 
zation that was supposed to get thousands 
of new young voters to go to the polls in 
November to cast their vote against George 
W. Bush, I became convinced that for the 
first time in my life, punk rock was going to 
make a difference — that the polling booths 
in swing states would be overrun by the 18- 
to-25-year-olds whom all the political pun- 
dits claimed didn’t matter in a national 
election because they didn’t vote. Well, 
they did vote — in larger numbers than 
ever before. But so did thousands of Christ- 
ian evangelicals who were scared to death 
of gay marriage and Kerry’s perceived 
“liberalism.” (“He’s gonna take away our 
guns”; “He’s gonna make us eat French 
cheese”; “We’re all doomed to spend eterni- 
ty burning in a lake of fire if we don’t vote 
Republican.”) 

And so, as I watched the election results 
roll in, I once again realized that when rock 
and roll changes the world, it’s rarely as 
simple as mobilizing a bunch of people to 
vote in one election. Music may have an 
immediacy that other art forms lack, but it 
works on our psyches in mysterious ways, 
to steal a phrase from Bono. And the disap- 
pointment of November has given way to a 
cautious optimism as I’ve come to grips 
with the thought that all those 18-to-25- 
year-olds will be back in four years to vote 
again. And they’ll be four years wiser. 
Maybe they’ll have even spent those four 
years creating the kind of grass-roots or- 
ganizations that the Republicans are so 
good at. Yeah, I’m probably just getting my 
hopes up again. But isn’t that what rock 
and roll is all about: getting your hopes up 
and then having them dashed, again and 
again and again? 

This was a year in which politics and 
music mixed in a way that I haven't seen 
since I bought Let Them Eat Jellybeans (Al- 
ternative Tentacles) during the Reagan presi- 
dency and sang along to “Jesus Entering 
from the Rear.” And against my better judg- 
ment, it made me care about the world be- 
yond my iPod headphones in a way that I 
haven't in some time. 


1) GREEN DAY, 

AMERICAN IDIOT (REPRISE) 

The title track says it all, in the same gutter- 
snipe growl that made Joe Strummer’s pro- 
nouncements seem so urgent. But apart 
from lobbing bombs at the Bush regime, Bil- 
lie Joe went out on a musical limb this time 
and wrote rock operettas like “Jesus of Sub- 
urbia,” which if nothing else proved that 
he’d overcome the ADD that’s said to affect 
so many of his generation. I wasn’t expect- 
ing a great album from this little East Bay 
trio, and maybe that’s what made American 
Idiot so consuming. 


2) U2, HOW TO DISMANTLE AN 
ATOMIC BOMB (INTERSCOPE) 


It must have been a tough decision for 
Bono: do we release an album before the 
election in the hope that it will galvanize 
anti-Bush voters or do we put our energy 
into recording an album that will help ex- 
press the people’s outrage if George W. is re- 
elected while also working as balm for their 
tired souls? U2 didn’t really have to worry 
about the former because John Kerry used 
“Beautiful Day” at his DNC coronation. In- 
stead, they teamed up with iPod in the com- 
mercial coup of the decade, and they gave 
us an album that’s both inspiring and sooth- 
ing. We know who Bono would have voted 
for, so we trust him when he looks around 
at the world and finds joy underlying the 
disappointment that runs through How To 
Dismantle an Atomic Bomb. U2 put out an 
album that made it sound as if the good 
guys were winning. 


3) THE PIXIES REUNION 


Of course, if you wanted to keep your mind 
off the election, there was no better distrac- 
tion than the reunion of the once Boston- 
based band who catalyzed the last wave of 
rock-and-roll rebellion by inspiring Kurt 
Cobain to write “Smells like Teen Spirit.” 
Plus, rock and roll is so full of stories of 
bands who got screwed out of the big payoff 
by being ahead of their time that it was 
magical watching 40,000 or 50,000 cram 
themselves together to experience the re- 
union of the mighty Pixies at the Coachella 
Music Festival in California earlier this year. 
Maybe we’ll even get a new album out of 
the band in 2005. Or is that too much to 
hope for? 


4) ROCK AGAINST BUSH VOLUMES 
1 AND 2 (FAT WRECK CHORDS) 

I don’t think these are great albums. But the 
documentary Fat Mike snuck onto the DVD 
portion of Volume 1 is pretty great if you’re 
looking to understand why Bush is a terrible 
president. And it was just great to see punks 
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coming together to urge their fans to vote 
against Bush. 


5) MORRISSEY, YOU ARE THE 
QUARRY (ATTACK/SANCTUARY) 


Maybe it’s not fair to give an entire album 
such high props for just one song, especially 
since the opening track, an attack on George 
W.’s America called “America Is Not the 
World,” sounded awkward and a little too 
easy coming from a Brit. But the second 
track (“Irish Blood, English Heart”), a steam- 
roller of an an- 
them with a wall 
of guitars almost 
as fierce as those 
on “American 
Idiot,” took deadly 
aim at Morrissey’s 
own government. 
The rest of the 
album is really be- 
side the point, but 
it’s not half bad, 
either. Too bad 
Lollapalooza didn’t 
survive to give 
Morrissey a chance 
to preach to the 
unconverted. 


6) DJ DANGER MOUSE, THE 

GREY ALBUM (SELF-RELEASED) 

On “Grey Tuesday,” The Grey Album was 
downloaded enough times to make it the 
best-“selling” album of that week’s big re- 
lease day. And that was a bigger deal than 
any of the music Danger Mouse created in 
his “mash-up” of Jay-Z’s The Black Album 
and the Beatles’ “White Album.” If nothing 
else, it was a warning to the powers that be 
that the digital cat is out of the bag and 
there’s no way to sue downloading out of ex- 
istence. Along with giving one previously un- 
known DJ/producer instant entry to the hot 
list of producers, this remarkable feat 
opened the door for hundreds of closet 
mixologists with thousands of ideas that will 


10) Scissor Sisters 


continue to challenge traditional notions of 
what music is for. 


7) NIRVANA, WITH THE LIGHTS 
OUT (DGC/INTERSCOPE) 

Just when I thought nothing was going to 
trump the Legacy deluxe reissue of the 
Clash’s London Calling, replete with the leg- 
endary “Vanilla Tapes,” DGC surprised me 
with a revealing Nirvana box set. Even apart 
from the DVD, the three CDs are full of mu- 
sical revelations that refocus Nirvana’s lega- 
cy on the music Kurt Cobain wrote and 
recorded instead of the drugs he did and 
whatever other stupid shit he and Courtney 
Love indulged in during his final days. For 
that alone, With the Lights Out was one of 
the most important releases of the year. 


8) JOLIE HOLLAND, 

ESCONDIDA (ANTI-) 

It’s not just that I didn’t want to put together 
a Top 10 list devoid of any female voices in a 
year that saw the release of at least half a 
dozen great albums by women, including 
Elizabeth Elmore (formerly of Sarge) return- 
ing with the Reputation’s To Force a Fate 
(Lookout!), PJ Harvey finding another raw 
itch to scratch on Uh Huh Her (Island), and 
Laura Veirs and Jesse Sykes finding their 
own dark roots on Carbon Glacier (None- 
such) and Oh, My Girl (Barsuk), respectively. 
In fact, I probably could have just done a 
Top 10 list by women without even resorting 
to Gwen Stefani, whose solo debut is actual- 
ly a lot of fun, or Avril Lavigne, who’s not as 
bad as you want her to be. It’s also that I 
wanted to give the Anti- label some props — 
Epitaph’s more “adult” imprint is turning out 
to be one of the best labels in all of rock. 
Plus, Holland’s haunting Escondida tran- 
scends genre in its roots-tinged, cabaret-noir 
meditations on the darker side of life. 


9) THE LIBERTINES 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


I have no beef with any of these bands who 
seem stuck on ’80s new wave as a logical 
way out of the brooding alterna-rock rut 
we've been in for a while. But one thing all 
the Interpols, Elefants, and Radio Fours are 
going to have to realize is that the Brits did 
this stuff better than the Americans the first 
time around. And for my money, the best 
band currently ripping off Gang of Four, the 
Cure, and all those other post-punk ’80s 
bands who made new wave a style unto it- 
self are the Libertines. In their hands, this 
stuff doesn’t even sound derivative. I mean, 
it’s all just rock and roll to me. 


10) SCISSOR SISTERS (UNIVERSAL) 
The #10 spot was a toss-up between Scissor 
Sisters and a fine album by the Philly band 
Marah, 20,000 Streets Under the Sky (Yep 
Roc), with Wilco’s A Ghost Is Born (Nonesuch) 
coming in a close third. But Wilco have gotten 
kudos enough and Marah have made better 
albums in the past. Plus, in a year full of dis- 
appointments, I’d much rather end things on a 
high note with hilarious anthems like “Tits on 
the Radio” and the new-wave disco dance- 
athons that populate this homonymous 
album, which slipped under everyone’s radar 
even though it has a great cover of “Comfort- 
ably Numb” on it. My guess? They’re just a lit- 
tle ahead of their time . . . 

— Matt Ashare 
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1) Killswitch Engage 


Imost every album below seemed to de- 
A mand its own Top 10: Killswitch En- 

gage’s Heartache was merely the very 
best of a half-dozen instant-classic heavy- 
metal albums; Spitzz made the most rabid 
punk-rock-and-roll disc of the year in a town 
where a good one gets made just about every 
month; and though Read Yellow seemed to get 
as much ink as Mission of Burma this year, 
there’s so much indie-rock action bubbling 
from underground that you could field a com- 
petent list simply by downloading the demos 
of every band flyered on Harvard Avenue. 
(Half our staff is already chomping at the bit 
for 2005 releases by UV Protection, Clickers, 
and Night Rally.) It 
might’ve been easier to 
stick to discs released 7 1 0 
on Boston-based labels 0 p 
(Primary Voltage, 
Radar Recordings, and 
Kimchee, to name but 
a few), but it seems 
every time we do that, 
the labels and bands in 
question pack up and 
move to Los Angeles 
(which is why neither 
the Isis album nor Kay 
Hanley’s EP is listed 
below). For the time 
being, at least, Boston 
is back to being a des- 
tination city: every 
couple of years, the 
Middle East upstairs 
begins to feel like a 
bus depot on the route 
to NYC, but you have 
to look only as far as 
Runner and the Ther- 
modynamics and 
Officer May to note 
that even the indies in 
hipster-drenched Man- 
hattan can smell what 
we're cooking. Major 
labels? They seem to 
have had enough chowder for now: the Explo- 
sion tanked, completing a trifecta of commer- 
cial disappointments that began in 2003 with 
Cave In and Damone. But it’s worth noting 
that the latter two bands have passed along 
demos in 2004 that are far more promising 
than their respective RCA debuts, and that the 
Explosion’s Tarantulas imprint could have 
filled half our year-end list if we’d let it. Which 


(Hellcat single). 


(Fat Beats single). 


Lunch Records). 


wood Records). 


local singles 


1) Pixies, “Bam Thwok” (iTunes single). 
2) JoJo, “Leave (Get Out)” 

(from JoJo, Da Family/Universal). 

3) Dropkick Murphys, “Tessie” 


4) Willy Mason, “Oxygen” 

(from Where The Humans Eat, Team Love). 
5) Perceptionists, “The Razor” 

(from The Razor mix tape, self-released). 
6) The Explosion, “Here | Am” 

(from Black Tape, Virgin). 

7) Edo. G featuring Pete Rock, “Boston” 


8) Certainly, Sir, “Rave Review” 
(from For Claire EP, Palm Beats UK). 
9) Dear Leader, “Raging Red” 

(from All | Ever Wanted Was Tonight, 


10) The Charms, “Frosty the Snowman” 
(from Christmas with the Kranks, Holly- 





is just one reason that the following list be- 
came a Top 50 disguised as a Top 10. 


1) Killswitch Engage, The End of 
Heartache (Roadrunner). Deserves every 
ounce of the Grammy that the Recording 
Academy is going to give to Motorhead this 
February and then some. Howard Jones is 
metal’s most seductive singer since Mike Pat- 
ton came down with a terminal case of the 
Zorns, and no one has even attempted a 
thrash album spanning such extreme beauty 
and brutality since Metallica cut their hair. 
Also highly recommended: Shadows Fall, The 
War Within (Century Media); Beyond the Em- 
brace, Insect Songs 
(Metal Blade); Un- 
earth, The Oncoming 
Storm (Metal Blade). 


2) Clinton Sparks, 
White Chicks Like 
Mixtapes Too; Kill 
Yourself Volume 1 
(with Kayslay); and 
Get Familiar Blends 
Volume 4 (all 
Smashwax). At some 
point this year (the 
day he got Britney 
Spears to record a 12- 
bar freestyle? the day 
Eminem signed him to 
DJ on Shade 45? the 
day Koch signed on to 
release his next mix 
tape?), Hot 97.7’s Clin- 
ton Sparks officially 
got familiar. He’s not 
as prolific as Kayslay 
or as powerful as 
Green Lantern, but 
when it comes to 
straight-up blending 
and producing, there 
isn’t a mix-tape or a 
mix-show DJ who’s as 
focused. The Wayans 
Brothers tape is hilarious, but have you heard 
the joint where Clinton throws the Clockwork 
Orange theme under Mobb Deep? Also highly 
recommended: GeeSpin, The Launch Pad Pre- 
sents Studio to the Streets: Local Heat Volume 1 
(no label); the Perceptionists, The Razor Mix- 
tape (no label); Lonesome Recordings Volume 1 
(Lonesome Recordings); Hot Stove, Cool Music 
(Fenway Recordings). 


— cc 


More horrible 
truth about Boston 


3) Converge, You Fail Me (Epitaph). On 
which the Fugazi of spazzcore vaporize talis- 
mans of dread and seed their clouds of black 
static with Unsane brain bombs till the skies 
rain blood, and deathwish country ballads 
linger longer and uglier than Birthday Party 
suites, and John Bonham’s corpse is eaten by a 
plague of locusts. The title track borrows Cave 
In’s signature space-guitar sound — hardly 
payback for all the riffs Steve Brodsky has bor- 
rowed from Converge over the years. But if 
you can find a single other thing on this album 
that’s been done before, by Converge or by 
anyone else, you can have my copies of every 
hardcore album this year that ripped off Jane 
Doe. Bring a forklift. Also highly recommend- 
ed: Twodeadsluts, Onegoodfuck, The Homoro- 
botic Adventure Squad Presents: Songs for Blast- 
ing Lasers and Fighting Evil-Doers (Foreskin 
Forcefield Records); Lucifer’s Beard, Mothers, 
Lock Up Your Fucking Daughters (no label); Old 
Man Gloom, Christmas (Tortuga Recordings). 


4) Lovers, The Gutter and the Garden 
(Orange Twin). Cubby Berk’s trembly sad 
folk songs are primal like Eden and twice as 
lost, and the fluidity of identity and history in 
her flashbacks make this something like a 
Time Out of Mind for the Elephant Six set. 
Also highly recommended: Chris Warren, The 
Heartache of Daily Life (no label); Tanya 
Donelly, Whiskey Tango Ghosts (4AD); Roh 
Delikat, Deaf + Dear (no label); Chris 
Brokaw, My Confidante +3 EP (12XU); Ponies 
in the Surf, A Demonstration (Early Morning 
Late Night); Thalia Zedek, Trust Not Those in 
Whom Without Some Touch of Madness (Thrill 
Jockey); 27, Let the Light In (Hydrahead). 


5) Mission of Burma, OnOFFOn (Mata- 
dor Records); Snapshot EP (iTunes). 
OnOFFOn may have been overshadowed by 
Pixies mania, but one reason you probably 
won't see a new Pixies studio album in 2005 
is that Burma set the bar so high in 2004: go 
listen to recent discs by 
the Wire or Pere Ubu 
guys, then check out 
OnOFFOn. Hell, go lis- 
ten to most of what 
Matador put out this 
year and then listen to 
OnOFFOn. Right. Also 
highly recommended: 
the Pixies, Minneapolis 
04-13-2004 (DiscLive). 


3) Converge 


6) Spitzz, Sick Sav- 
age and Sensual 
(Tarantulas). Birthed 
from the ashes of the 
spirit-of-’77 street-punk 
band Showcase Show- 
down, Spitzz retain ves- 
tiges of their old 
group’s Rotten snarl. But their debut album 
was produced by Ohio’s New Bomb Turks, 
and it’s of higher octane than anything that 
band have done since Drunk on Cock. Also 
highly recommended: Coffin Lids, Rock and 
Roll (Bomp!); the Dents, Street Dogs/The 
Dents split EP (Abbey Lounge Records); Crash 
and Burn/Defcon 4, split EP (Ammonia 
Records); the Marvels, Cheat To Win (Abbey 
Lounge Records). 


7) Read Yellow, Radios Burn Faster 
(Fenway Recordings). Amherst kids who 
disassembled the sound of 1988 Dischord 
post-hardcore into the parts of its sum and 
put their own twist on each, Read Yellow got 
to town just in time to commiserate with a 
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bunch of last-gangs-in-town who turned a 
Boston College watering hole, Great Scott, 
into the most promising Allston rock scene 
since the demise of Bunratty’s. Also highly 
recommended: the Lot Six, Major Fables 
(Tarantulas) and Get Baked on Youth Kulture 
(myspace.com download); Clickers, ep002 
(dance dance 1904); Runner and the Thermo- 
dynamics (Ace Fu); Night Rally, The Elegant 
Look of New (no label). 


8) A Wilhelm Scream, Mute Print 
(Nitro). Still not sure how the year’s best 
Southern California amphetamine-pop album 
got made by a band from New Bedford 
(which, thanks also to the Hidden and Be- 
yond the Embrace, has replaced Waltham as 
Boston’s most underrated suburb), but AWS 
were most of the way there even before Bill 
Stevenson showed up to produce and Off- 
spring’s Dexter Holland stepped in to release 
it. Don’t let the name put you off: not 
screamo, just lightning-fast skate punk with 
choirboy four-party harmony, able to hold its 
own alongside Bad Religion, Pennywise, and 
Stevenson’s old band the Descendents. Also 
highly recommended: the Explosion, Black 
Tape (Virgin); Lock and Key, Pull Up the Floor- 
boards (Deep Elm); Eyes like Knives, Slow 
Distractions (Dopamine); the Ducky Boys, 
Three Chords and the Truth (Thorpe). 


9) Jake Brennan and the Confidence 
Men, Love and Bombs (Yep Roc). Roots- 
rock wise, what’s selling these days is what 
Gram Parsons wrought, and that’s part of 
what makes the Con Men so refreshing: there 
hasn’t been an R&B showband like this in 
town since the J. Geils Band split. “Authen- 
tic”? Not for all the love in the world. But sin- 
cere? Yeah, in the way that the J.B.’s and the 
Band and the young Elvis Costello and Tom 
Petty were sincere — that is, they sincerely 
wanted to kick your goddamn ass. Also highly 
recommended: Antler (Tortuga Recordings), a 





mini masterpiece of Southern rock done as 
stoner soul music; Frank Smith, Burn This 
House Down (Lonesome Recordings); Micah 
Blue Smalldone, Some Sweet Day (North East 
Indie); Mr. Airplane Man, C’Mon DJ (Sympa- 
thy for the Record Industry). 


10) Robby Road Steamer, Okay Com- 
puter (Yellow Trout). Either the best 
Bruce Springsteen stand-up album or the 
worst Bon Jovi pop-metal album ever imag- 
ined by an insult comic backed by the finest 
players a Waltham rec room has to offer. Al- 
most as funny, and every bit as unlistenable, 
as an Anal Cunt album. But not entirely in- 
tentionally so. 

— Carly Carioli 
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JEN MURDZA (formerly of Madison), December 18 at the Sky Bar. 


Best of Boston 


hen | was interviewing my current intern earlier this 

year, | asked him why he chose Boston over the rest 
of the US. He had been accepted at various top-tier 
schools on the East Coast, including a university close to 
his home in Philly. His answer should tell you something 
about Boston’s national (and international) reputation: “| 
came here for the Boston metal and hardcore scene.” And 
you can be sure he isn’t alone. This was the year for metal 
and hardcore in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 
Killswitch Engage, Unearth, Isis, Cannae, Diecast, Con- 
verge, and Shadows Fall all dropped crucial records, and 
all of them were well received. It’s hard to overstate the 
influence that this region has had on the rest of 
the American metal scene. We have a Grammy- 
nominated artist, and no one is talking about 
it on your local message boards! 

Please do not look past the very re- 
spectable Boston hardcore scene. Bands 
like Mental, Righteous Jams, Blood for 
Blood, Bones Brigade, R’N’R, Colin of Ara- 
bia, Sex Positions, and (from Maine) Out- 
break all put out some sick music. We saw the 
demise of Give Up the Ghost/American Night- 
mare and the Hope Conspiracy (more or less) and the 
birth of the South Shore as a Boston hardcore satellite. 
Brockton and Rockland are the home to Roman's (the bar 
whose “Sucka Free Fridays” played host to the likes of 
Death Before Dishonor, Stand Accused, Death Threat, 
100 Demons, the Hope Conspiracy, and Cannae) and to 
the hardcore/skateboard shop Mission Rockland. Local 
friend-of-hardcore Jimmy Flynn introduced us to the Cam- 
bridge Elks Lodge, which quickly turned into a home away 
from home for many kids in the Boston ‘hood. Finally an 
all-ages venue that lasted for more than a year! It is good 
to see that such a dedicated following will not allow a 
great scene to die. 

The best of the rest? 7L & Esoteric have emerged as the 
leading Boston hip-hop group; their sharp Dangerous Con- 
nection 2: Bars of Death (Babygrande) might be my pick of 
the year, since it saw both 7L and Eso rise from the ashes 
and jump to a new record label that has the master tapes 
of Jedi Mind Tricks and Brand Nubian, among others. The 
Explosion did not lose this fan when they signed to a major 
label. The very hooky and impressive Black Tape (Virgin) 
might have scared away some diehards, but if you could 
strip away the glossy production and slap an indie-label 








Local music 


sticker on it, you and your super indie-jerk-off buddy 
might've been a fan of this record. Freezepop put out a 
clever electronic-pop disk that made our office dance and 
scream. Fancy Ultra Fresh (Archenemy) surprised the hell 
out of me and those who listened to my radio program. The 
calls were endless, and “Super-Sprgde,” from their High- 
Five My Remix, showed me the way to the dance floor on 
my off nights. The return of Mission of Burma was sweet. 
OnOFFOn (Matador) made it seem they’d never left — not 
that | was around when they did leave. Kimchee Records 
came out with its usual slew of stellar releases including 
music from the Skating Club, Willard Grant Conspiracy, 
and Tigersaw. Please respect this small label from 
the farms of Ipswich. 

What about the bands with 


., v, no record labels? The demos 
came rolling in all year long, 
but the one that stands out to 
: me is the release from Stand 
HRIS ersten ch siemens ore 
the Sky frontman lan Larabee. 
RUCKER thought Larabee would never be 
able to mirror the excellent ca- 
reer he had with RTS, but he’s done himself solid: Stand 
Accused are political whiplash. When one of my producers 
walked in with the demo from a band called Shanghai 
Valentine, the name had me expecting a glam-metal band. 
Dead wrong: SV are Boston’s answer to Dag Nasty and the 
Bronx, a straight-ahead four-piece who can tear your club 
to shreds by the third song. 

Some favorite records of 2004: Converge, You Fail Me 
(Epitaph); Shanghai Valentine (no |abel); Outbreak, You 
Make Us Sick (Bridge 9); Righteous Jams, Rage of Disci- 
ple (Broken Sounds); the Explosion, Black Tape (Virgin); 
Mission of Burma, OnOFFon (Matador); Read Yellow, Ra- 
dios Burn Faster (Fenway Recordings); 7L & Esoteric, 
Dangerous Connection 2: Bars of Death (Babygrande); 4x4 
Lunch Records Compilation (Lunch); Shadows Fall, The 
War Within (Century Media); Unearth, The Oncoming 
Storm (Metal Blade); Freezepop, Fancy U/tra Fresh (Arch- 
enemy); Willard Grant Conspiracy, Regard the End (Kim- 
chee); Sex Positions (Deathwish Inc); Stand Accused, 
demo (no label). g 


Chris Rucker is the host of New England Product, 
Sundays from 9 to 10 p.m. on WFNX 101.7 FM. 


Season’s greetings 


‘Fytis the season to throw holiday parties, and the 
local music scene has been getting into the 
spirit of things for the past couple of weeks. Not 
that anyone around here ever needs an excuse to 
get together over booze and bands, but the holi- 
day season always gives labels, promoters, ven- 
ues, and musicians the opportunity to show who 
can throw the best rager. First into the breaches, 
on the first Saturday of December, were office 
mates Lonesome Recordings and Pirate! Promo- 
tion, who took over the Middle East upstairs for an 
afternoon shindig dubbed “A Pirate Christmas 


vinyl copy of Elvis Costello’s Armed Forces and a 
disturbingly lifelike Mr. Spock model. 

On the 13th, the folks at the Middle East 
threw their own celebration in the club’s down- 
stairs room. Partygoers from all corners of the 
local music landscape were greeted with a light 
buffet and hammered by High Rocktane, a pick- 
up band who performed as the live backing for 
metal, punk, and classic-rock tunes. Local mock- 
rocker Robby Road Steamer served as the inso- 
lent MC, taking jabs at hosts and local sacred 
cows. “This place is usually for face paint and pi- 





and a Lonesome New Year.” 
Controlling the tunes were Pi- 
rate’s Bethany Pickard, WERS 
DJ Mollie Casey, and Lone- 
some’s Mark Vieira, who used 
his “Blackout Bar” skills to 


by Will Spitz 


anos,” he sneered, looking down 
his nose at (| presume) the Dres- 
den Dolls. “No more of that 
artsy-fartsy, European-ass shit! 
Tonight is for metal!” Among 
those lighting up the mike were 





spin a set made up entirely of 
cover songs that included Oasis’s odd take on 
“Cum On Feel the Noize” and the obligatory Van 
Halen version of “You Really Got Me.” It soon be- 
came clear that the combination of complimenta- 
ry afternoon cocktails and an overabundance of 
Pirate Booty — it appears the makers of the 
crunchy corn snacks send Pirate! boxes of the 
stuff — is a volatile combination, and drive-by 
bag throwings threatened the serenity of the 
scene. Fortunately, no one was hurt, and the party 
concluded with a little punk-rock Yankee swap of 
“Pirate Treasure,” for which the spoils included a 


Cracktorch’s Bob Maloney, 
WFNX’s Chris Rucker (see above), and O'Brien's 
bartender/T.T. the Bear’s doorwoman Joanne 
Miller as they crooned tunes ranging from Ozzy’s 
“Crazy Train” to the Misfits’ “We Are 138” to Lita 
Ford’s “Kiss Me Deadly.” 

Five years ago, if you’d suggested that we'd be 
celebrating Christmas at (a) a sold-out hip-hop 
show at the Paradise during which one of the MCs 
would be wearing a jersey bearing the logo of the 
(b) World Champion Boston Red Sox and rapping 
about the (c) World Champion New England Patri- 
ots, you'd have been laughed out of town. But 
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there were the Perceptionists last Thursday night 
at the Paradise for the third annual “Lifmas” ex- 
travaganza boasting about “two rings in three 
years” to the packed, cannabis-scented crowd 
Throughout the night, the stage hosted a revolv- 
ing-door cast of MCs — Mr. Lif, his Perceptionists 
partner Akrobatik, Aesop Rock, and SA Smash, all 
buoyed by DJ Fakts One — who provided the 
crowd with lyrical “stocking stuffers” from upcom- 
ing albums and old favorites. If you missed it, 
take heart: the show was recorded for possible fu- 
ture release. 

Last Saturday night marked the return of the 
Scrooges, Boston's finest Christmas-themed 
Stooges cover band. Comprising members of Lam- 
ont, Rock City Crimewave, and Fast Actin’ Fuses, 
the group paraded through the front door of a 
sold-out O'Brien's wearing Santa costumes, with 
the lead Scrooge — Santa Pop? Iggy Kringle? — 
greeting the crowd with a “Merry Christmas, 
motherfuckers!” before launching into “No Fun.” 
In Allston, at least, the holiday season doesn’t re- 
ally begin until six drunken Santas squeeze onto a 
tiny stage and belt out “Loose” and “TV Eye.” In 
a highlight worthy of a Rankin-Bass special, Iggy 
Claus (a/k/a FAF’s Dave Unger) made a tinsel 
tourniquet and shot himself up with a candy cane, 
then pointed it at the audience and asked, “Who 
wants to lick Santa’s stick?” No one seemed to be 
interested, but we were all reminded that Christ- 
mas isn’t just about capitalism and cookies. Ee] 


Will Spitz can be reached at 
wspitz@phx.com. 


pe hit 


FOR tHe WeeK OF 
DeCemBeR 19 
(FROM NEWBURY COMICS) 


1) Mark Sandman, Sandbox 
(Hi-N-Dry) 


2) JoJo (Da Family/Universal) 
3) Dropkick Murphys, “Tessie” (Hellcat) 
4) Dresden Dolls (8 Foot Records) 
5) Wave of Mutilation: Best of Pixies (4AD) 
6) Pixies, Surfer Rosa (4AD) 


7) Dear Leader, All | Ever Wanted Was Tonight 
(Lunch) 


8) Diecast, Tearing Down Your Blue Skies 
(Century Media) 


9) Dogfight, Standing Still (self-released) 


10) Shadows Fall, The War Within 
(Century Media) 
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‘Grey’ 
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A mixed-up year for hip-hop 





he was just a “Toy Sol- 
dier” with a bomb of an 
album (Encore, on After- 
math) strapped to his 
loins. As of this writing, 
even Nelly’s double re- 
leases Sweat and Suit 
(Universal) seem head- 
ed for the cleaners. In 
some ways, as my friend 
and fellow critic Jason 
Bracelin suggested, it 
might have been a good 
thing that big stars 
dimmed and bling-bling 
pretenders from Fabo- 
lous to Chingy got 
called on their cash ad- 
vances. Then again, 
overdue regime change 
doesn’t always work 
out, as we learned on 
November 3. A month 
earlier, I had joined 
15,000 Clevelanders to 
see the R. Kelly/Jay-Z 
“Best of Both Worlds 
Tour,” which came to 
town one night after the 
sold-out Springsteen/ 
R.E.M. “Vote for 
Change” show at a 
20,000-seat arena just a 
few blocks away. In the 


HIGH CONCEPT: the black-on-white mash-up of Jay-Z’s The Black wake of the way con- 


Album with the Beatles’ “White Album” set the tone for 2004. 


BY FRANKLIN SOULTS 


ip-hop started this year with an end- 
H ing. In November 2003, Jay-Z released 

The Black Album, a disc whose meta- 
meaningful title was intensified by the rap su- 
perstar’s announcement that it would be his 
last. Although the album featured some of 
hip-hop’s biggest producers, it felt rushed, as 
if it were scampering around a musical dead 
end. Jay-Z seemed to agree when he unex- 
pectedly released an a cappella version for 
anyone to “remix the hell out of.” In February, 
DJ Danger Mouse obliged with The Grey 
Album, a combination of Jay-Z’s Black Album 
raps with backing tracks squeezed from a sa- 
cred rock, the Beatles’ “White Album.” 

Concept doesn’t get any higher than that. 
So it’s no surprise that the concept outshone 
the music. Still, head-turning cuts like “What 
Can I Say” underscored the staleness of main- 
stream hip-hop, the unnecessary distance be- 
tween black and white music, and the obso- 
lescence of hard, fast lines between rap and 
rock. As if that weren’t enough, The Grey 
Album led to a cottage industry of similarly 
styled mash-ups, from The Slack Album, 
which took on Pavement’s Slanted and En- 
chanted, to Jay-Zeezer: The Black and Blue 
Album, which did it to Weezer’s “Blue 
Album.” 

Of course, black-on-white mash-ups are 
nothing new, and the Jay-Z remix frenzy had 
as much to do with computers and copyright 
law as with the Black and “White” albums, or 
with blacks and whites. But it also confirmed 
how large hip-hop was living while also sug- 
gesting that the largeness has its limits. And 
sure enough, whereas the preceding year had 
mostly been about hip-hop’s successes (think 
50 Cent and OutKast), 2004 turned out to be 
mostly about the limitations, as signaled by a 
series of commercial and artistic flops. 

The Beastie Boys’ ballyhooed comeback 
came and went. Eminem started out with a 
“Mosh” against Bush but then acknowledged 


crete politics made old 
rock new again at “Vote 
for Change,” the hip- 
hop show’s hermetically sealed fantasy of 
bling, skin, and pity for dead superstars might 
as well have put “The Best of Both Worlds” on 
a different planet, and a dying one at that. 

“Conscious,” underground hip-hop wasn’t 
always much realer, even when it was much 
better. The most widely praised underground 
artist of the year was MF Doom, a thir- 
tysomething rapper who shifted his disguises 
as prolifically as he dropped internal rhymes. 
His Madvillain disc, Madvillainy (Stones 
Throw), was a collaboration with producer 
Madlib that was like DJ Shadow crossed with 
the Firesign Theater and then slowly mixed 
in a blender until totally meaningless, a con- 
coction of pure comic, cosmic, and sonic 
pleasure. Elsewhere, formerly political rap- 
pers Mos Def and Talib Kweli hedged their 
bets, the three white girls in Northern State 
lost cred, brilliant original Jean Grae spun in 
place, De La Soul reduced greatness to a 
grind, Brit rapper Dizzee Rascal expanded 
his original sound until it swallowed him 
whole, Brit rapper the Streets wrote a musi- 
cal novella, and everywhere the political col- 
lapsed into the personal. 

The one rapper who had the hooks, ideas, 
and sheer willpower to blow it back up again 
was Kanye West, whose frank and funny 
debut, The College Dropout (Roc-A-Fella), 
might be the greatest rap album since the 
Fugees’ The Score. Whereas 50 Cent just 
fulfilled an outlaw stereotype and OutKast split 
their anxieties in two, Kanye West fed the his- 
tory of black music through a rap template and 
classic black/American survival story, finding 
strength in family and the church, release in 
sex and rebellion, and pain in his rising expec- 
tations. As it so happens, the Chicago rapper/ 
producer was given his break by Jay-Z. The 
College Dropout garnered 10 Grammy nomina- 
tions; the day after these were announced, Jay- 
Z was named president of Def Jam, the highest 
industry position ever held by a rapper. And 
last week, Jay-Z scored a #1 album with a 
mash-up disc with Linkin Park. To paraphrase: 
you get up to get down. i 
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The economic blues 


Eric Clapton and Aerosmith tried to revive the form in 2004 


' ‘> 
e -% 


BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


B. King, who turns 80 in Septem- 
ber, has been alive almost as long 
@ as the blues has been recorded. 


He’s practically a living metaphor for the 
music: afflicted with diabetes, arthritis, 
and bad knees, his voice and energy a lit- 
tle worn, but with his dignity intact and, 
when he’s able to reach his peak, still full 
of soul and grace. 

For the past two years, blues albums 
have held tenaciously at less than one 
percent of the recorded-music market. 
Important clubs like the original House of 
Blues in Cambridge and the New York in- 


Blues are gone, as are the Kansas City 
Blues Festival and many smaller, regional 
fests around the country. In his later 
years, John Lee Hooker used to say, “When 
they bury me, they’re gonna bury the blues 
aside of me.” His observation has seemed al- 
most prophetic since his death in 2001 as 
journeymen artists have struggled for gigs and 
record deals and the second generation of 
electric-bluesmen — today led by King and 
Buddy Guy — has either passed on or, like 
R.L. Burnside and Jessie Mae Hemphill, been 
forced into retirement by poor health. 

The year 2003 was the Year of the Blues 


because Congress and connected members of 


the industry deemed it so, but there were 


BUCK WILD: but even Aerosmith’s blues-based release 
stitutions Manny’s Car Wash and Chicago Honkin’ on Bobo couldn’t revive the genre’s mainstream 
appeal. 


few rallying points for the genre save for 
King’s pop-chart-topping collaboration with 


Eric Clapton, Riding with the King (Reprise), 


and the Martin Scorsese Presents: The Blues 
PBS-TV documentaries. These did not im- 
prove the lot of most artists or business in 
general. This year, there were even fewer 
seismic ticks for the genre in the main- 
stream. The most popular blues-fueled CDs 
were Eric Clapton’s ossified take on Robert 
Johnson’s catalogue, Me and Mr. Johnson 
(Reprise), and Aerosmith’s buck-wild 
Honkin’ on Bobo (Columbia). Both artists’ 


previous releases outsold these by far. 

The blues’ economic blues didn’t stop 
some of its best practitioners from mak- 
ing superb albums. The finest was har- 
monica giant Charlie Musselwhite’s 
Sanctuary (Real World), a collection of 
mostly autobiographical songs that 
pushed the music’s sonic boundaries 
while remaining faithful to its heart. 
Crescent City piano man Dr. John man- 
aged to boil all his styles into N’Awlinz: 
Dis Dat or d’Udda (Blue Note). But hands 
down the sweetest, most emotional 2004 
blues disc was by the Cambridge-based 
duo Paul Rishell and Annie Raines, 
whose Goin’ Home (Tone-Cool) dipped 
into almost every font of the genre with 
grace and authenticity. 

Cutting-edge songwriter Otis Taylor 
weighed in with Double V (Telarc), and 
Bobby Rush made the superbly down- 
home Folk Funk (Deep Rush). New Fat Pos- 
sum signing Charles Caldwell died of cancer 
before his raw first album, Remember Me, was 
released. But Lil Joe Washington, an actual 
street survivor, made his local debut at Blues 
Trust’s free Boston Blues Festival following his 
tough Houston Ghetto Blues (Dialtone), and 
Mavis Staples came to the Orpheum after her 
first disc of new material in more than a 
decade, Have a Little Faith in Me (Alligator). 

Vintage CDs continued to play an impor- 
tant and thorny role in blues. The previous- 
ly unreleased acoustic Jack O’Diamonds: 


1949 Recordings (Eagle) was a potent re- 
minder of John Lee Hooker. And Big Mama 
Thornton with the Muddy Waters Blues Band 
— 1966 (Arhoolie) was the best reissue of 
the year. Muddy Waters’ late career capper, 
Hard Again (Epic/Legacy), also got a dose 
of Viagra. 

The trouble is, how do new CDs by rela- 
tively unknown artists compete against the 
likes of Muddy, John Lee, and Big Mama? 
Reissues win the battle not only for con- 
sumers’ dollars but often for airtime, too, 
which has grown more precious under the 
sway of radio industry corporatization and 
the weak economy. In the Boston area, we’re 
lucky to have many blues programs and dedi- 
cated disc jockeys on college radio and on the 
mainstream stations WBOS and WZLX, plus 
Brendan Hogan Saturday nights on WGBH, 
that routinely feature new acts. 

The immediate prognosis for blues isn’t 
great. “I don’t see the market improving dra- 
matically until the emergence of another 
blues icon,” says Bruce Iglauer, president of 
the world’s leading independent blues label, 
Alligator Records. 

But while we’re waiting for that icon, great 
music will continue to be made and pro- 
foundly good performers will continue to 
make it — especially if they have the support 
of dedicated, musically adventurous fans. 
Old heroes like King, Guy, Etta James, Koko 
Taylor, Solomon Burke, Charlie Musselwhite, 
and Honeyboy Edwards are still putting 
blood into the music’s past, though some of 
them might not be around much longer. Vi- 
sionary relative newcomers like Otis Taylor 
and the Afro-blues fusionist Corey Harris are 
working hard to ensure that the style will 
have a future. With musicians like these per- 
forming and CD reissues that cover virtually 
the entire history of the music now available, 
there’s no better time — dire as it may be — 
to discover the blues. Bi 
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2004 


Mix tape 





Ten telling moments in the world of music 





BY JOSH KUN 


ere were some of my favorite hits 
of the past year, musical and other- 
wise. 


1) Bebo & Cigala, Lagrimas negras 
(BMG). Sometimes music can have such an 
impact on us that it becomes secondary and 
it’s emotions that count. This unlikely collab- 
oration between Cuban piano veteran Bebo 
Valdés and Spanish flamenco singer Diego el 
Cigala is that kind of music. After a few lis- 
tens, the familiar melodies of these boleros 
and tangos, which are trans- 
formed by Cigala’s ancient 
voice, drift away, and we’re 
left with a stunning lesson in 
cross-cultural friendship. The 
respect for tradition and musi- 
cianship runs so deep here 
that that you can almost hear 
the musicians listening to each 
other as they play. 


2) Lenny Bruce, Let the Buyer Beware 
(Shout! Factory). As much as I appreciate 
Howard Stern’s rambling rants against the 
Bush administratiom-and ‘his obsessions with 
Michael Powell and FCC regulations, he still 
hasn't arrived at a_Brucean stage of delirium 
and mania in the face of a government that 
hides behind “decency” and “morals.” These 
six CDs of visionary spieling start in 1960 and 
follow Bruce until he snaps, and there isn’t a 
moment that doesn’t feel like a balm for what 
we're living through now. Bruce was a philo- 
sopher of fundamentalism the way Marx was 
a philosopher of capitalism, and we need him 
now more than ever. 


3) The return of Kate Bush (sort of). In 
lieu of an actual comeback, I’ll take whatever 
welcome hauntings I can get. She floats 
through Blu Mar Ten’s cuddler “I Wake Up” 
and gets a beautifully botched cloning by the 
Futureheads when they twitch and jitter 
through their cover of her “Hounds of Love.” 
Has Vanessa Carlton even heard “Babooshka”? 


4) Ciara w/ Missy Elliott, “1, 2 Step” 
(LaFace). In a year when the only good hip- 
hop was bad hip-hop (so much so that we ac- 
tually believe that the Kanye West album is a 
masterpiece and that crunk is a second coming 
of techno innovation), this little track might be 
2004’s most fleeting 
pleasure alongside the 
club thuggery of LL 
Cool J’s “Headsprung” 
and Pitbull’s “Culo.” 
Ciara melts and Missy 
double-dutches over 
little more than Galaga 
laser beams and beats 
that snap like fresh 
bubble gum. 


5) Andrés Calamaro, 
El cantante (DRO 
East West Spain). 
The last time we heard 
from Argentina’s trou- 
bled prince of song, he 
was unloading like a 
speed freak at a tango 
bar on an album that 
was five CDs long. As 
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frequencies 


years too late to save Phil Spector. 








COMPLICATED: The lean, reedy voices, 

layered melodies, and smart songwriting 
of Tegan and Sara gave indie-rock listen- 
ers something to reach for besides Franz 
Ferdinand. 


ingenious as his musical binging can be, Cala- 
maro is best when he’s a little cleaned up. Here 
he plays the role of a retiring cantina poet and, 
with the help of some of Spain’s top musicians, 
pays elegant, acoustic tribute to the likes of 
Hector Lavoe and Atahualpa Yupandqui. It’s 
worth it alone to hear “Estadio azteca,” where 
Buenos Aires longs for Mexico City and a 
world where caramels are shaped like hearts. 


6) Brian Wilson, Smile (Nonesuch). 
When the most famous unfinished album 
finally gets finished, we’re reminded of what 
“Surf’s Up” really means: “A blind class aristoc- 
racy, back through the op’ra glass you see, the 
pit and pendulum drawn. Colum- 
nated ruins domino!” There’s 
also vegetables, barnyards, and 
wind chimes, “You Are My Sun- 
shine” and Plymouth Rock, all 
rolled out by Wilson and Van 
Dyke Parks in a swirling epic of 
California hallucination. Unfor- 
tunately, it was released a few 


7) Usher, “Yeah!” (Arista, Kassanova & 
Créme remix featuring Tego 
Calderoén). Reggaeton boss Tego Caldeon 
gives Usher an ego check and Lil Jon gets a 
much-needed rest. If this was the year hip- 
hop discovered reggaeton and urban radio 
went bi-lingual (“mucho bling-bling”), then it 
was also the year that reggaeton reminded 
hip-hop of a Puerto Rican birthright that goes 
way deeper than “ay mami, ay papi” moans. 


8) Audio Culture: Readings in Modern 
Music, edited by Christoph Cox and 
Dan Warner (Continuum). This mini tome 
is the ultimate one-stop anthology for ear 
thinkers. In the name of what the editors dub 
“the dawning of a new sonic sensibility,” we 
get a much needed collage of music writing 
that puts ideas and genres on shuffle and flips 
channels between Luigi Russolo and Brian Eno, 
Marshall McCluhan and William S. Burroughs. 
A portable archive of sound’s intellectual histo- 
ry that assumes the world is made of noise. 


9) Tegan and Sara, So Jealous (Vapor). 
Let us not settle for Ashlee or Lindsay (or even 
Gwen). Instead, let us praise these Canadian 
twins who actually sing and write complicated 
indie-pop songs out of the ashes of post-punk. 
With lean, reedy voices that pile into layered 
melodies and consistently smart, clever lyrics, 
this is the album peo- 
ple should have been 
putting on when they 
were reaching for 
Franz Ferdinand. 


10) Bob Dylan on 
60 Minutes. “Some 
people get born, you 
know, to the wrong 
names, the wrong par- 
ents... . You call 
yourself what you 
wanna call yourself. 
This is the land of the 
free.” Dylan’s greatest 
commentary on Amer- 
ican identity since he 
yodeled “Talkin’ Hava 
Negeilah Blues,” and 
it was 30 seconds 
shorter. & 
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ere’s some of the jazz I liked this year 
— including concerts and CDs — listed 
in no particular order. 


1) UNNAMABLE 

Bill Frisell delivered Unspeakable (Nonesuch), 
his best album since 1996’s Bill Frisell Quartet 
(also Nonesuch), and a show back in May at 
the Somerville Theatre with organist Sam Yahel 
and drummer Brian Blade at which the trio 
covered Dylan’s “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall,” 





the Delfonics’ “La La Means I Love 
You,” and Hank Williams’s “Lost High- 
way,” wringing maximum harmonic 
variety from the pieces’ structures 
while extolling the singable perfection 
of their melodies. As for Unspeakable, 
it restores the good name of postmod- 
ernism. There’s funk, country, folk, 
rock, even a haunting string trio, and 
yet none of these 14 originals is any 
one of those things. Each is simply it- 
self, much like all of Frisell’s music. 
Give producer Hal Willner props as 
well. I had to miss a show later in the 
year at the Regattabar, where Frisell 
was joined by bassist Viktor Krauss 
and drummer Kenny Wollesen, but 
Phoenix contributor Ed Hazell gave it 
high marks in his review. 


2) ODDBALLS 

Slide-trumpeter Brian Carpenter and 
his three-ring-theater-jazz troupe the Beat Circus 
emerged as a formidable virtuoso ensemble 
with their first CD, The Ringleader’s Revolt (Inno- 
va). Working with Jim Hobbs (saxophone), 
Brandon Seabrook (banjo), Ron Caswell (tuba), 
Alec K. Redfearn (accordion), and Matt McLaren 
(drums), Carpenter created a band with a decid- 
edly Fellini-esque bent who allude to Nino Rota, 
Kurt Weill, and the American circus music of 
Karl King. They even deconstruct Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s “The Lonely Goatherd.” A show 
at the Middle East with One Ring Zero, Rev. 
Glasseye and His Wooden Leg, Curtis Eller, the 
Sob Sisters, and comedian DJ Hazard turned 
out a true left-of-Dresden-Dolls menagerie. 


3) DREAMING OF THE MASTERS 


Trumpeter Lester Bowie died several years be- 
fore the Art Ensemble of Chicago’s Sirius Call- 
ing (Pi) was made, and bassist Malachi Favors 
passed away shortly after, in January. But with 
saxophone-and-flute man Joseph Jarman re- 
joining, the band have never sounded better. 
They avoid some of the stamina- and form-de- 
fying lengthy jams of the past in favor of short 
pieces of free bop, serial-style kabuki collec- 
tive improvs, and African percussion workouts 
and a spacious, orchestral deployment of bells 
and other percussion that will conjure West 
Africa or Bali, depending on your point of 


view. The trio the Revolutionary Ensemble re- 
convened for And now . . . (Pi), their first 
recording since 1977, and it finds their sound 
and their sensibility intact, violinist Leroy 
Jenkins’s sweet tone and skittering melodies 
enmeshed with the delicate rumble of Jerome 
Cooper’s drums and the free throb of Sirone’s 


bass abetted by other instruments as the situa- 


tion demands and even a bit of electronics. 
Both albums demonstrated how deliberate 
and poised so-called “free” jazz can be. 


2) The Beat Circus 


4) DREAMING OF GIL 
Bassist Bruno Raberg with Chrysalis (Orbis 


Music), flutist Jamie Baum with Moving For- 
ward, Standing Still (OmniTone), and band- 
leader Maria Schneider with Concert in the 
Garden (Artist Share) paid indirect tribute, in- 
tentionally or not, to Schneider’s former em- 
ployer, Gil Evans, with work that emphasized 
orchestral color and ensemble balance across a 
broad palette as much as swing and impro- 
visatory derring-do. And swing they did — 
Raberg with his nonet (also in a sterling show 
at Ryles), Baum with a septet (and at the Re- 
gattabar), and Schneider with her fantastic 
large orchestra (will someone bring them here 
soon?). 


5) VOCAL SAMPLING 
Vocalist/pianist/songwriter Patricia Barber re- 
turned with Live: A Fortnight in France (Blue 
Note) and a show at the Real Deal Jazz Club 
and was, as always, urbane, smart, and liter- 
ate, with a taste for noirish irony. And she’s 
one hell of a pianist. Madeleine Peyroux, 
meanwhile, who hadn’t had an album since 
1996’s Dreamland (Atlantic), returned with 
Careless Love (Rounder), on which her eerie 
vocal resemblance to Billie Holiday and her 
own, fetching approach to songs were again 
in evidence as she worked with producer 
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Larry Klein and spare, retro arrangements of 
the William C. Handy title tune, Hank 
Williams’s “Weary Blues,” and Leonard 
Cohen’s “Dance Me to the End of Love,” 
among others. 


6) MEDITATIONS 

Simplicity of means doesn’t mean simple- 
minded. Married pianists/composers Robin 
Holcomb and Wayne Horvitz shared a solo- 
piano album, Solos (Songlines), alternating 
























, 


tracks, mixing covers and originals, sponta- 
neous improvisations and through-composed 
pieces, Holcomb favoring ambiguous tonali- 
ties and chord-cluster rumblings and Horvitz 
leaning toward blues and Wayne Shorter. The 
complementary styles make for overall unity 
and perfect sequencing. Minnesota-based gui- 
tarist Steve Tibbetts and Tibetan Buddhist 
nun and vocalist Choying Drolma first collab- 
orated on 1997’s Cho (Hannibal), where they 
were joined by percussionist Marc Anderson. 
Reconvening for 2004’s Selway (Six Degrees), 
they still use percussion and drone figures or 
slow-moving harmonies as the grounding for 
pieces in which Drolma’s extraordinary con- 
trol of pitch, her subtle ululations over exotic 
scales, and the deep-grain warmth of her in- 
strument at once convey tension and deep 
serenity. 


7) LIBERATING 

Working at the Regattabar back in February 
following the release of Strange Liberation 
(RCA), Dave Douglas and a great band — Uri 
Caine on Fender Rhodes, tenor-saxophonist 
Chris Potter, bassist James Genus, and drum- 
mer Clarence Penn — opened up the forms 
on that CD and proved themselves the true 
successors to the Miles Davis band of the mid 
60s — the same loose forms and crackling 


Dancing in the aisles 


spontaneity, but enhanced by more composi- 
tional detail. Douglas also released the col- 
laborative Bow River Falls (Premonition), a 
chamber ensemble with cellist Peggy Lee, 
clarinettist Louis Sclavis, and Dylan van der 
Schyff on drums and lap-top that’s another of 
the year’s best CDs. 


8) SIX STRINGS AND MORE 

The trio of guitarist John Scofield, electric- 
bassist Steve Swallow, and drummer Bill 
Stewart is one of the great jazz en- 
sembles — Stewart combining Tony 
Williams’s on-the-beat intensity and 
Elvin Jones’s looseness, Swallow 
playing guitar-like upper-register 
figures as well as providing almost 
subsonic waves on his six-string 
bass guitar, and Scofield fashioning 
funny, cubist, breathtaking solos. 
They played the Regattabar twice 
this year following the release of 
their live CD EnRoute (Verve). 


9) CLARINET MAN 

Don Byron followed a three-year 
recording break with Ivey-Divey (Blue 
Note), his tribute to — among other 
people and things — the Lester, 
Young trios, with pianist Jason Moran 
and drummer Jack DeJohnette 
(trumpeter Ralph Alessi and bassist 
Lonnie Plaxico guest on a few tracks). 
Typical of Byron, it was reverent, ir- 


9) Don Byron 


: 
: 
j 


reverent, delicate, raucous, swinging. In No- 
vember, he took the material out for a high- 
spirited spin at the Regattabar with Plaxico, 
guitarist Dave Fiuczynski, and drummer Ralph 
Peterson; it was one of the best club shows of 
the year. 


10) MICRO MAN 
Bassist Mike Rivard’s Club d’Elf has been a 
regular fixture on alternating Thursday nights 
at the Lizard Lounge since 1998, a floating 
crap game of rotating personnel mixing jazz, 
dub, electronics, Middle Eastern folk, micro- 
tonal noodling, what have you. This year, 
Club d’Elf followed up As Above: Live at the 
Lizard Lounge (2000 Live Archive) with three 
double CDs on the live-CD specialty label Ku- 
fala documenting performances at Vassar Col- 
lege and in New York City and Athens (Geor- 
gia) with a cast of characters including Mat 
and Joe Maneri, John Medeski, Brahmin Frib- 
gane, Randy Roos, Reeves Gabrels, and Eric 
Kerr. All three are good, sometimes conjuring 
Miles Davis—like electric shitstorms of the 
early ’70s, other times drifting in an uncate- 
gorizable but danceable haze. In July, Rivard 
brought his crew to the Museum of Fine Arts 
and did indeed get folks dancing in the aisles 
of Remis Auditorium. 

— Jon Garelick 
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TRX"90 

Recommended only for 

riders 12 years and older. 

Riders under 16 years of age " 
must be supervised by an adult. 


Every kid needs a nit a start. 


There's no better way to get started than with a 2005 Honda TRX90. Its four-stroke engine offers legendary reliability. And an adjustable 
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**1/2 Full Blown Chaos, 
WAKE THE DEMONS (Still- 
born). Like Sworn Enemy, Full 
Blown Chaos are New York City 
metalcore upstarts who share 
their label and their producer 
with scene kings Hatebreed. That 
should give Headbangers Ball fans 
a good idea of what to expect on 
this full-length debut: it’s a fine 
collection of short, fast, brutal 
songs about life on the mean 
streets. “Made in his image, you'll 
die the same,” frontman Ray 
barks on the blasphemous first 
single, “Apocalypse.” The track 
gets its black heart from metal 
and its vicious kick from hardcore. 

Hatebreed and friends work 
within such strict boundaries that 
they run the risk of wearing out 
their welcome with every new re- 
lease. But producer Zeuss contin- 


ues his hot streak here. With their | 


lethal combination of holy wars 
and turf wars, Full Blown Chaos 
might be the most metal band in 
their whole crew. “Burned Alive” 
is another fierce attack on Chris- 
tianity; “Sentenced” is a crushing 
revenge fantasy: “There will be no 
justice/Till everything you love 
comes crashing down.” There are 
a few positive moments else- 
where, but this is metalcore at its 
most evil. 
— Sean Richardson 
(Full Blown Chaos open for 
Hatebreed this Tuesday, December 
28, at the Palladium, 261 Main 
Street in Worcester; call 508-797- 
9696.) 


*** Grizzly Bear, HORN OF 





mean streets. 


decade of his three-decade-plus 


comfortable with rock tunes, 
soul numbers, countryish romps, 


and pop ballads. But this disc’s | 
heavy-handed combination of | 
| a groove, but Ferlinghetti yells 
| his lines. Their set is more like 


lyrics filled with triumphant, up- 
lifting messages, lush string 
arrangements, and gospel choirs 


brings to mind a Christian rock | 


album. At least half of the blame 
belongs to John’s long-time lyri- 


| cist, Bernie Taupin, who laces 


PLENTY (Kanine). Thanks to | 
modern technology, musicians on | 
a budget don’t have to be satisfied | 
with making lo-fi recordings in | 
their bedroom using crappy old | 
tape machines. Now they can | 


make lo-fi recordings in their bed- 
room using state-of-the-art soft- 
ware. Exhibit A: the delightfully 
peculiar debut album by Brooklyn 
duo Grizzly Bear, on which old- 
fashioned hiss and distortion co- 
exist with the kind of slick segues 
and bonkers sample manipulation 
that’s possible only in a digital 
age. Practically everything here — 
guitars, keyboards, vocals, all 
manner of percussion — is 
processed or filtered to create a 
mood of misty late-night psyche- 
delia. Add fragile but pretty 
melodies rendered in a mournful 
murmur and you have a com- 


pelling report from outer space. | 


Although the first few songs are a 


tad somnambulistic, things pick | 


up with track four, “Campfire,” 
which closes with the repeated 
chant “There’s a touch of you I 
think I can feel” (or something like 
that — enunciation isn’t one of 
Grizzly Bear’s strong suits) accom- 
panied by eerie falsetto voices, 
shaker, and Morse Code synthesiz- 
er. “Shift” takes matters farther, 
revolving around echoing hand- 
claps and what sounds like a 
wind-up toy mouse. File next to 
Syd Barrett and Skip Spence in the 
“fellow astral travelers” category. 
— Mac Randail 


*1/2 Elton John, PEACH- 
TREE ROAD (Rocket/Uni- 
versal). Although these 12 


songs bear the undeniable signa 
ture of a master songwriter, this 
pop superstar’s 43rd(!) album 
falls short of the standard he’s 
set for himself even over the past 


these compositions with reli- 
gious-sounding allusions like “If 
you watch the sky at night/You 
might see celestial light” (“An- 
swer in the Sky”). The dated 
synth sounds, horn arrange- 
ments, and overdriven guitars 
never quite mesh, but Peachtree 


| Road doesn’t lack for effort or 


spirit, especially when John gets 
personal in proclaiming, “I ain’t 
gonna die/I ain’t gonna cry/I 
will wear my heart out on my 
sleeve ... 
Out When You Leave.” 


— Adam Gold | 





; jazz 


*x* Kenneth Rexroth, 


” on “Turn the Lights | 


Lawrence Ferlinghetti, PO- | 
ETRY READINGS IN THE | 


CELLAR (Fantasy). It’s 1957, 


and Kenneth Rexroth, éminence | 
grise of the San Francisco poetry | 


scene, and Lawrence Ferlinghet- 
ti, poet, owner of City Lights 
Bookshop and publisher of the 


Pocket Poets Series, read in a | 
local nightclub backed by a five- | 
piece band. What’s more, the | 
reading is recorded and issued | 


by a solid West Coast jazz label. 
A time of uncommon interest in 
poetry? Not according to 


Rexroth, who hated the Beats | 


and famously said, “There is no 
place in America for a poet, no 
place at all.” He reads his poem 
“Thou Shalt Not Kill” with the 
nasal snarl of a carny barker. 
The band embellish rather than 
accompany him. Henry Miller 
once described the poem as hav 
ing the “devastating effect of a 
hydrogen bomb.” No longer. It is 
a dumb rant that blames the 
deaths of a long list of poets on 
men who wear Brooks Brothers 


BLASPHEMOUS: Full Blown Chaos deliver short, fast, brutal songs about life on the 


| suits. Very dated, it now gets | 
career. As always, he’s equally | 


laughs in all the wrong places. 
Ferlinghetti’s three poems got 


laughs then and might now. Led | 
by tenor-saxophonist Bruce Lip- | 


pincott, the band try to get into 


parallel play than collaboration. 
At the time, Ferlinghetti was on 
his way to selling a million 
copies worldwide of A Coney Is- 
land of the Mind. As art, this CD 
is nothing; as artifact, it is a 
Proustian cookie. 

— William Corbett 





world 


**xx* PURE BRAZIL, VOL- 
UMES 1-9 (Universal Lati- 
ma). Anyone who has traveled 
to Rio de Janeiro will tell you 


af 


that the streets teem with the 
rhythms of the waves and the 
luscious air of nearby Sugarloaf 
mountain. What’s more, in 
Brazil, African rhythms, Euro- 
pean harmonies, and American 
jazz intermingle to create a 
music like no other. The continu- 
ing Universal Latina Pure Brazil 
series (nine discs thus far) only 
hints at Brazil’s musical wealth, 
but what a feast it is, with 
recordings by the relatively un- 
known Roberto Menescal, Tamba 
Trio, Moacir Santos, Jorge Ben 
Jor, Nara Leao, Wanda Sa, and 
Doris Monteiro as well as the ex- 
pected tracks by Tom Jobim and 
Bebel Gilberto. 

The Girls from Ipanema and 
Quiet Nights of Quiet Stars and 
Instrumental Bossa Nova (this 
last a particularly good collec- 
tion) focus on ’60s bossa nova in 
all its guises, but Pure Brazil also 





branches out into more eclectic 
and contemporary styles. Tribal 
Bahia explores the joyous and 
experimental timbalada style pi 
oneered by Carlinhos Brown; 
Samba Soul Groove covers the in- 
fectious pop juggernaut of Jorge 
Ben Jor and his followers; 
Samba Social Club is a tribute to 
the old-schoolers who hold the 
samba flame aloft. Each offers its 
particular invitation to dig deep 
er into Brazil’s golden vaults. 

— Ken Micallef 





reissues 


**1/2 Bobby Darin, ACES 
BACK TO BACK! (Hyena). 
This 20-song-CD-plus-DVD pack- 
age isn’t all aces, unless Vegas ver 
sions of early Dylan and Neil Dia 
mond tunes are your idea of a 
winning hand. But pop singer 
Darin, who died in 1973 at age 37 
after heart surgery, gets a fairer 
shake here than in Kevin Spacey’s 
self-obsessed whimsical Darin 


| bio-pic, Beyond the Sea. Live 


tracks and studio rarities share 


| space on the audio disc, including 


concert takes of Darin’s signature | 


“Mack the Knife” and his post-po- 


| litical awakening, “Simple Song 


” 


of Freedom.” What’s obvious, 
even when he’s pumping withered 
chestnuts like “Moon River” dry, 
is that Darin had “it” — a mix of 


charisma and energy powering a | 
big, clear voice with enough flexi- | 
bility to make every turn of his | 


phrasing smooth as cream. Some 
of that translates to the DVD. He’s 
in great form in the stylish per- 
formances from his 1972-’73 NBC 
television variety show, which in- 
clude a rave-up “This Could Be 


| the Start of Something Big” and a 


reprise of his romantic fantasy 
“Beyond the Sea.” But the “lost” 
documentary footage that catches 
him doing three songs in the years 
before he got a grip on his musi- 
cal persona is predictably awk- 


| ward. 


— Ted Drozdowski 





xxx The Go-Betweens, 
LIBERTY BELLE AND THE 
BLACK DIAMOND EXPRESS 
(Jetset) 

xxx The Go-Betweens, 
TALLULAH (Jetset) 

xxx The Go-Betweens, 16 
LOVERS LANE (Jetset). 
Beloved by a fervid cult audi- 
ence, strangers to the general 
public — that’s the story of the 
Go-Betweens. But for those in 
the know, there’s no better place 
to find wistful, oblique, intelli 
gent pop. And three of their best 
discs, 1986’s Liberty Belle 
1987’s Tallulah, and 1988's 16 
Lovers Lane, have been brightly 
remastered and reissued com- 
plete with bonus material 
(demos, unreleased, rare and 
live tracks). 

The Go-Betweens were 
formed in Brisbane by Robert 
Forster and Grant McLennan, 
the band’s songwriting tandem 
and mainstays. Their brand of 
ethereal sensitivity was always 
too highbrow for the US charts 
and perhaps a bit too polished 
to fit neatly into the punk un- 
derground. And that was a 
shame, because apart from the 
Smiths and R.E.M., it’s tough to 
think of a band from the late 
*80s who produced music as 
witty, trenchant, and bitter- 
sweet as the songs on these 
discs. The secret of their success 
was the interplay between 
Forster’s angular melodies and 
McLennan’s more rounded 
hooks — a combination that 
brings to mind the dynamic at 
work between Peter Holsapple 
and Chris Stamey in the similar- 
ly lauded yet commercially un- 
successful dB’s. Each disc has its 
highlights — Liberty Belle’s 
“Spring Rain,” Tallulah’s “Right 
Here,” and 16 Lovers Lane’s 
“Streets of Your Town” are three 
that come to mind. But the far- 
ther you dig, the more these 
discs yield in terms of pop 
craftsmanship and emotional 
resonance. 


— Eliot Wilder 





AUSSIE INDIES: the Go-Betweens are worth discovering — or rediscovering — on three new reissues 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 


The Western Front 


would like to wish 


35 Years Of Great Music 


Thursday, Dec. 
Holiday rock covers! 
REPLAY 
Friday, Dec. 24 
NO MUSIC 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 
BAR CLOSES AT 7PM 


Saturday, Dec. 25 


MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 
BAR OPENS AT 6PM 


Sunday, Dec. 26 


BLUES JAM 
w/ NICK DAVID 4:30- 8:30 


SALSA DANCING 9:00 - 12:00 
Tuesday, Dec. 28 


WHOA! MAN! JESUS! 
EILEN JEWELL 
Wednesday, Dec. 29 
MAD SAVAHHAH 
Thursday, Dec. 30 


SHOTGUN BANDITS 
Friday, Dec. 31 
Reggae 





















all of our patrons a 











Merry Christmas 










and a safe and 







Happy New Year. 














THUR. JANUARY 6 


HIP HOP SHOWCASE 


FRI. JANUARY 7 
FORWARD MOVEMENT 

































PRESSURE COOKER 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
76 REGGAEDANCE | [cau 617-776-2004 For pimen/sHow 
RESERVATIONS & MORE INFO 














Saturday, Jan. 1 


DISC DIGGERS 
SEND OFF W/ THE DARLINGS 
AND MORE 


17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 


ACROSS FROM DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE: 617-776-9667 


SAT. JANUARY 8 


LIBRA PROJECT 
FOR INFO 492-7772 












Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 


LUPO'S 


HEARTBREAK 
HOTEL 
FULL SCHEDULE 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 23 
WE iii KINGS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. A BENEFIT FOR JOSH 
OF iit KINGS WHOSE HOUSE BURNT DOWN RECENTLY 
FEATURING MEMBERS OF Il! KINGS, THE 
FOUNDATION, LEE WILSON, NATURAL BLISS 
AND HOSTED BY NOMADIK OF WMBR! 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 26 


BJ SNOWDEN W/WUJAI 
Tuesday December 28 
& Wednesday December 29 18+ 


STRANGEFOLK 
END OF THE YEAR SPECTACULAR 
Tuesday Special Guest: THE BREW 
Wednesday Special Guest: JOUNCE 
Thursday, December 30 


REVIVAL 


AN ALL STAR TRIBUTE TO THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 
Friday, December 31 
SUPERHONEY’S NEW YEARS EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


Saturday, January 1 


THE KNOT 


FORMERLY SLIPKNOT 
(MORE THAN JUST A DEAD COVER BAND) 


Wednesday, December 29 
8:30 pm ¢*15 


Wednesday, January 19 **25 


GEORGE CLINTON 
& PARLIAMENT 
FUNKADELIC 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 
THE PUSHSTARS 


W/SPECIAL GUESTS: REDLETTER 


SATURDAY JANUARY 8 


FAST TIMES 
THE ULTIMATE 80'S PARTY BAND 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 
JAMIE MCLEAN BAND 
(DIRTY DOZEN BRASS BAND GUITARIST) 
EACH REMAINING WEDNESDAY IN 
JANUARY — SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE 
ANNOUNCED SOON! 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 


BADFISH 
A TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME 
W/ THE GRIFT 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 
HAIRBANGER’S BALL PRESENTS: 


KASHMIR 
THE ULTIMATE LED ZEPPELIN EXPERIENCE 
W/ JEREMIAH FREED 


UPCOMING 


1/21 — SPOOKIE DALY PRIDE 

1/28 — BOMB SQUAD 

2/7 — DIRTY DOZEN BRASS BAND — THE 
MONDAY BEFORE FAT TUESDAY PARTY! 


GET TICKETS AT 
WWW.HARPERSFERRYBOSTON.COM 


Saturday, January 22 «8 PM #515 


stelia 
Comedy Show 


Sunday, February 20 ¢*20 


AARON CARTER 
JORDAN KNIGHT 
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clubs 
M@ THURSDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Red 
Army, Vintage Radio 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Col- 
lege Night” with DJ G 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Hip-Hop Thursday” with DJ 
Caprice. 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 9 p.m., 
“Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ Hoff. 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house. 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
’80s and today with DJ Scorch. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. 
“Open Mic.” 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“After Work Thursday.” 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Serious Bizness 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 





George. 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 


Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Frank 
Wilkins & Company. 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Aine 
Minogue. 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian. 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc. 


DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
Time. 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. 
Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and Chhay. 


| THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 


TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 


| jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 


EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru. 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and Jynx 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Frederik 
Band. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cam- 
bridge. “Throwdown Thursday” Hip- 
hop, reggae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 
40D. 

HANNAH’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Little 
Joe Cook. 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Mainstream, 
house & Reggae with DJ Bob. 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 
Frank Morey. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cher- 
ry. 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
Trio. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Replay. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: 
DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 
Julio 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” with 
DJs Edgar and Kieran James 

THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “Priv- 
ilege,” international house with DJ 
Franklin. 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Chris Sto- 
vall Brown. 

MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thursday” 
with DJs Sean Caron and Angles. 


‘4 rill & Be nhecue 


61 Kilmarnock St. 
Boston, MA 
817-247-6099 


GREAIL F¢ 


SOULFUL A 


, LIVE MUSK 


Saturday Night Live - 
A sexy, sizzling night for the 21+ crowd. 
An eclectic mix of Hip Hop & Top 40's! 


cay 


Bar & Gull 


343 CONGRESS STREET 617.790.0720 








MR 
Thursday, December 23. 


MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” alter- 
native boypop with DJ Chris Ewen and 
high energy house with DJ Brad Gwynn. 
MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic in- 
ternational, vocal house, & hip-hop. 
MARQUEE, Boston. “Turn It Up Thurs- 
day.” 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Round 
Midnight Jazz Session.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Kweejeebo, Wiretemp. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Educated Electronic.” 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Emp- 
ties. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Aquanet 
Dance Party” ’80s, old school hip-hop, 
funk, and soul with DJs Casey, CTO, 
Frank White, Tommee, Knife, and Paul 
Foley. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Condition Blue, 
Karinations, Sugabomb. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge. 
Mente. 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Kat’s XXX-Mas 
Fetish Extravaganza” with Ron Jeremy, 
Robby Roadsteamer, Mass, Dogfight, 
Dryft. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “The Bubble Up: Rub a Dubwise 
Reggae Night” with Bud E. Green. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “El- 
ements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs Crook, 
Lenore, and Static. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Brass Roots. 

PORTER’S BAR & GRILL, Boston. 
Motherseat, Freight Train, New Son Ris- 
ing. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 
kett. 

Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Lit- 
tles. 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Re- 
union Thursday” with NPG All-Stars. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 8 p.m., 
Harlem Gospel Choir. 


RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Wicked 
Wicked Thursday” Experimental Reggae 
& Hip-hop with Wayne & Wax. 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 


| Jonathan Theory. 


THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 


| “The Latin Quarter” with special guest 


DJs. 

SAMBA BAR & GRILL, Somerville. At 
9 p.m., Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton, with 
DJ Philippe. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja. 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with 
DJ JR Vega. 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “College 
Night” with DJ B-Spin. 

SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R&B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 


| TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 


MARRIOTT HOTEL, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band. 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 
Boston. “Equilateral Thursday.” 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Jenny 
Reynolds. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Premier Night for 
Women.”3 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Mr. Airplane Man, Tampoffs, Black 
Clouds. 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop and 
R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel. 

VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ Nailz 
and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” deep soulful house with DJ Fran 
and UK hard house and progressive 
trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cataton- 
ic and guest DJs. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Francisco 
Mela Quintet. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Review. 








SCR. 





> LISTINGS 


ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., “Table Tennis Tournament.” 


ZUZU, Cambridge. “Christmas Special” 


with Scrapple. 
@ FRIDAY 24 


Today’s listings contain weekly events that 
may be suspended for the holiday; please 
call ahead before stepping out. See Club 
Directory for phone numbers and address- 


es. 
ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house with 
guest DJs. In the Angel Room, NYC hip- 
hop with DJ Thanos. 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 9 p.m., DJ 
Steve Auston. 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Flavor Fri- 
day” with DJ Master Millions. 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. Moo Tycoon 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Pete Win- 
frey. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Club Twist for Women.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers. 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Get Some Fridays,” 
hip-hop with the Freakas. 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Uptempo House” with DJ Paul 
Dailey. 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Urban 
Grooves” with DJ Ricky Fatts. 

ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic” 
with Jan Peters, Colleen Powers, Michael 
Ricca, Brian Patton. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and 
hip-hop with DJs Tiziano & Luca. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Weepin’ Willie. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
Kilombo Mambo. 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus. 
GUIDO OSHEA’S, Brockton. “Mirage 
Night Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and 
Cape Verdean music. 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 Hip- 
Hop, Rock & Club Classics with M.C. 
Renn. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Ladies Night” 
with DJs Doc and Kieran. 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt 
Fulton. At 9 p.m., Springhill Rounders. 





LA BOOM, Boston. “Fashion Fridays” 
with DJ Roland Lopez. 

McGANN’S, Boston. At 10 p.m., Hip- 
hop, R&B, Reggae, & House with DJ 
Sparky. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. “Tra- 
ditional Christmas Party” with DJ Frost 
THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
Latin house with DJ JC. 

OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston. Mike 
DiBari Trio. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Tom. 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil's 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves from 
the '70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, hip-hop, 
top 40, and progressive dance; “Male En- 
counter” all-male dance review; “Rock- 
pile.” 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Grooveyard” with DJ Greg. 

THE PLACE, Boston. At 10 p.m., WJ 
Laptop. 

THE POINT, Boston. “Fluid,” house and 
techno, with DJ troupe Recordheadz 

Q, Boston. “Hip-hop & Top 40” with DJ 
Massai. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Diversion” 
mello tekno, scsi disko, NeuSoul, with 
Erik Pearson. 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Boston’s A- 
List” Hip hop, old school, and top 40 
with DJ B-Spin. 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old and 
new dance hits with DJs KC and Gallo 
SW1, Boston. Top 40 RMX, Hip-Hop, 
and House with DJ Littles. 

TOAST, Somerville. “International 
Night.” 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” in 
ternational, Latin and house with DJ 
Marcocci, and vocal and high energy 
house with DJ Soulheris. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9:30 p.m., 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Collec- 
tive. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Quartet. 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Gian 
Buscaglia. 


@ SATURDAY 25 

Today’s listings contain weekly events that 
may be suspended for the holiday; please 
call ahead before stepping out. See Club 
Directory for phone numbers and address- 
es. 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B. 


Carlo 


SCRAPPLE hold their annual Christmas pageant at ZuZu this Thursday, December 23. 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Interactive 
video Top 40 Dance & hip-hop party with 
VJ Johnnie Walker. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Killer Dance Club,” gay night with DJs 
Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night Out” 
with VJ Cliff Cunningham 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Party Central Satur- 
day” with DJ Greg 

FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Clas- 
sics.” 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Jim Porcella Trio 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house’ 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., “Irish 
Sessuin.” At 9 p.m., DJ Kriss Kross 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 Hip 
Hop, Rock & Club Classics with DJ Chris 
G 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 7 p.m., Steve Fell Band 
JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. Hip-hop, house, 
techno, top 40 with DJs Darren Drag & 
Kieran 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Liquid Disco 
trash” with DJ Gary Conzo and retro 
new wave with DJ Chris Ewen 
MARQUEE, Boston. DJ Murray 







MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Fre 
quency 7 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. At 


8:30 p.m., “Mango’s Latin Dance Club” 
with DJ Antonio Ortiz. 

THE MODERN, Boston. “Material” 
Funk, hip-hop, R&B with Bruno Dreads 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Boom Boom Room,” new wave, one hit 
wonders, and disco with DJ Vinney. 
THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptop 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-energy 
dance music with DJ Rick Naples 

Q, Boston. At 9 p.m., DJ Profenna 

THE RACK, Boston. “Dance Party” with 
DJs Vinnie Peruzzi and Littles 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Cherry. 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. House with DJ 
Marc Farrell 




















SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, and 
top 40 with DJ B-Spin 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old and 
new dance hits with DJs KC and Gallo 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB, Somerville 
DJ Sean 

TOAST, Somerville 
ning House.” 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with DJs 
David Skye, M.J 

VENU, Boston. European disco house 
with DJs Javier and Nico and “Mythos,” 
ethnic house and Greek sounds with DJ 
Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Saturdays,” 
hip hop, R&B, house, and reggae, with 
DJ Ron Stee! 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9:30 p.m., 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Collec 
tive 


@ SUNDAY 2 

See Club Directory for phon 
addresses 

ARIA, Boston 
and vocal house 
AURORA, Boston 
house, hip hop, and reggae 
AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
Night,” house with DJ Darrin 
man 

THE AVENUE, Allston. “Lounge Night 
Continued on page 16 
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THE NEW GREEN STREET GRILL 


Friday & Saturday, December 24 & 25 


CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY 


Monday, December 27 


MAMBO MONDAY 
W/ HAVANA CLUB 
Wednesday, December 29 
MIDDLE EASTERN MUSIC 
W/ LIVE BELLY DANCING 


280 GREEN ST., CAMBRIDGI 


THE HOLY 
GROUN 


617-773 












theholyground.com 


1600 Hancock St. * 


BI PUT 
GRUB BY THE 
PATRIOT 
LEDGER 
oi. 4 4 


i ad 
Kitchen Open 10am-10pm 
Free Appetizers Mon Thru Bri pth -7pm. 


(EX-PORNBELT) & FRIENDS 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 
FREQUENCY 7 & PALS 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30TH 
THE MOST EXCELLENT 
JAMES O’BRIEN 
FRIDAY. DECEMBER 31ST 
NEW WAVE NEW YEAR'S EVE 
W/ THE VERY FABULOUS 


LOVEWHIP & PALS 
FEATURING DJ AND AN 80'S 
COSTUME CONTEST WITH CASH 
PRIZES, PLUS LOTS MORE 
SURPRISES 


www.midwaycafe.com 
3496 Washington St. / Jamaica Plain 
524-9038 












Social Life Version 2.0 
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EXOTIC BODY. RBIERCING 














HOSPITAL STERILIZATION 


(NEW NEEDLES) 


PROFESSIONAL 
BODY PIERCING 


GOCE TATTOO 


1518 NEWPORT AVE * PAWTUKET, Ri * 401-721-0966 
95 NORTH & SOUTH EXIT 2A 


NEW ENGLAND’S #1 STUDIO'S SERVING BOS/PRV/WORC 
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Inman Square 




















ne 617-441-9631 






THURS DEC 28 
RED ARMY 
VINTAGE RADIO 
FRIDEC 24 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
SALDEC 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
WED DEC 29 
ABBEY LOUNGE RESIDENCY FEATURING: 
ROCKET SCIENCE 
THURS DEC 30 
DIRTY TRUCKERS 
AM STEREO 
THE KICKBACKS 
FAL DEC 31 
ABBEY LOUNGE 2005 
NEW YEARS EVE BASH 
BEEFY DC 
CLOCK STIKES TEN 


All Shows 21+ 


- Coe e 
Wii 


a I 


617-628-5559 


Abbey Lounge 


3 Beacon Street 





er Somerville, MA 02143 


AbbeyLounge.com 
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SALES EIS 





An Tua Nua 


635 Beacon &t. Boston 


(617) 292-2121 


Coliege Night 
DJ G* Spinning today’s hits 


BJ Vinny spinning retro 







DU G* spinning hip hop 


NFL SUNDAY 


Free Finger food, pizza 
& wings. Over 10 TV's 
plus a Big Screen. 
Don't miss a play! 



















CEREMONY MONDAY 9P-1A 
Boston's best 
Goth night! 
























Retro 8O's Night. 
Prizes for best dressed. 











Wednesday 






Prizes for the best & 
prizes for the worst! 





berien th 


Foro 


Mae oe eo dt oleae, Ee 
SUM ad. St od gee 


30 Assembly Square Drive, Somerville 





www.goodtimeemporium.com 
Check Out Emporium’s Indoor Go-Kart Track 
¥ 





THE BOSTON PHOENIX MUSIC DECEMBER 24, 2004 15 


THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE 9P-2a 


SUPERLOVERS FRIDAY 10p-2a 


SIZZLIN SATURDAYS 10P-24 


LUSHUFE TUESDAY 10P-1A 


MCDADON'S KARAOKE SP-1A 









nweaith po Alito NMAC 


COTT on 


Happy 
Holidays 


from your 


friends @ 
Great Scott 


The Plan - Saturdays 
at Great Scott 


617.566.9014 
www.thealistonplan.com 











A HOLDAY FIESTAI 
THE SO a S$O'S 
RED TELEPHONE - EJ LABB - GUESTS! 


Sunday 12/26 
LIZARD POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 
FEAT’G supa dupa open mic 


Mon. 12/27 DOORS AT @ 7:00 - FREE! 
AT 10:00 


SARA SWEET AND LITTLE JOE’S 


Tues. 12/28 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
THE CARLA RYDER BAND 


LOW BUDGET SUPER HERO’S 


OLD DOGS / NEW TRICKS! 


Wed. 12/29 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
w/T.B.A. 
~~ AT 9:30 FREE!~*~™ 


VINYL SKYWAY: THE BLIND KING 


Thur. 12/30 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
IAN O'CONNELL 


wee AE: 9-30 
“NICK AT NIGHT” 


NIKULYDIN 
W/ GUESTDJ'S AMMON EP & DINO 


Fri, 12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 


FOOLED BY APRIL 
THE LINCOLN CONSPIRACY 


ADVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 


617-547-0759 
1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON RESTAURANT 


Massachusetts 
Avenue 
Cambridge 








Thursday, December 23 


BRASS ROOTS 


Friday, December 24 


CLOSED HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


Saturday, December 25 


Sunday, December 26 


TOM HAGERTY & FRIENDS 
HOT TAMALE BRASS BAND 


Monday, December 27 


BEEK RHODES & JEFFERIES 


Tuesday, December 28 


A. J. EDWARDS + RESONATTE W NAKED WITH MUSIC 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 


JUSTIN MULAISON + JEANNINE HEBB * CROOKED HOOK W 
DIAMOND J & THE ROUGH * HOTEL » THE BIRD AND THE VINE 


CRISTOPHER ROSS 
OPEN MIC HOSTED BY CHRISTIAN SAMATIS 
7 CROSSE® 
LIVE R&B 


COPA BANANA BAND * REBECCA CORREIA BAND 


NEW YEAR'S PARTY FEATURING 
KINETIC FLOW W) SPECIAL GUEST JEFF MOYLAN 
$15.00 COVER INCLUDES CHAMPAGNE TOAST, APPETIZER BUFFET 
FROM 8-10, LIVE MUSIC, AND PARTY FAVORS 


QierDraucue 


THURSDAY DEC 23RD 
MENTE-REUNION SHOW 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


THURSDAY DEC 30TH 
SURPRISE BAND F 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
THE UPPER CRUST 
NEW YEAR’S EVE BAL 
WITH THE WORLDS 
GREATEST SINNERS: 

ADVANCE TICKETS 
AVAILABLE 
SATURDAY JAN 2ND 
BOSTON’S BIGGEST 
BADDEST AMERICANA 
SERIES HOSTED BY 
THE BURNING COLONES. 

AND TOM HAGGERTY “sss 
THURSDAY JAN 6TH 
ASECT 
© CAMBRIDGE ST. 

RIGHT OUTSIDE INMAN SQ. 

© DART BOARD 
1/2 PRKE APPETIZER M+. 4PM-7PM 
© DAILY SPECIALS 

© 4 BOTTLE MOLSON BUCKET $8.00 
© $2.50 BUD DRAFT ve 
+ DRINK SPECIAL DARK & STORMY $4.00 


© LARGE SCREEN TV FOR ALL 
FOOTBALL & SPECIAL EVENTS 


24 BEERS ON TAP 


877caMerinee St. caMBripee 
WWW.tHeoverprauGHtPus.com 
BOOKING: MFDOVerDrauGHtenotmail.com 


617.868.3221 















> LISTINGS 


club DIRECTORY 


Wi ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441- 
9631), 3 Beacon St., Somerville 
ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 
334 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 

AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 India 
St., Boston 

AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121), 835 
Beacon St., Boston 

ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 Tremont 
St., Boston 

ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300), 3 
Lansdowne St., Boston 

AURORA (617-350-6001), 300 
Congress St., Boston 

AVALON (617-262-2424), 15 Lans- 
downe St., Boston 

THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 
1249 Comm Ave, Allston 

AXIS (617-262-2437), 13 Lans- 
downe St., Boston 


@ THE BEACHCOMBER (617-479- 
8989), 797 Wollaston Beach Bivd., 
Quincy. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT (781- 
729-2565), at Remington's, 124 
Boylston St., Boston. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (617-227- 
2098), 45-55 Union St., Boston 
BILL'S BAR (617-421-9678), 5.5 
Lansdowne St., Boston 

BLARNEY STONE PUB (617-436 
8223), 1505 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester. 

BLUE CAT CAFE (617-247-9922), 
94 Mass Ave, Boston. 

BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254- 
8309), 1799 Comm. Ave., Brighton. 
BOB THE CHEF'S (617-536-6204), 
604 Columbus Ave., Boston 
BOSTON ROCKS (617-726-1110), 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
Boston. 

BRASSERIE JO (617-425-3240), 
Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. 

BRAVO@THE MFA (617-369-3474), 
465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE (617- 
541-5400). 153 Blue Hill Ave., Rox- 
bury. 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522- 
5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain. 

BROTHER JIMMY'S BBQ (617-458- 
1048), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325- 
9800), Center St., West Roxbury. 
THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 247 
Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482- 
3939), 51 Stuart St., Boston 


Wi CANTAB LOUNGE (617-354- 
2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., 
Cambridge. 

CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB (617-734- 
4177), 724 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. 

CLARKE’S (617-227-7800); 21 
Merchant's Row, Boston 

CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL (617- 
227-7800), 21 Merchant's Row, 
Boston. 

CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 209 
Columbus Ave., Boston 

CLUB 58 (617-471-7788), 58 Ross 
Way, Quincy 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD (617-338- 
8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 

COMEDY CONNECTION (617-248- 
9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, 
Boston. 

COMEDY STUDIO (617-864-5311), 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
COMMON GROUND (617-783- 
2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston. 
COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263), 723 
Centre St., Jamaica Plain. 
COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247- 
2225), 222 Berkeley St., Boston. 


FRANK MOREY plays ZuZu on Monday. 


COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888), 1 


Kendall Sq., Cambridge 


@ DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 
(617-779-8822), 332 Washington 
St., Brighton. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (617-267- 
8080), 55 Huntington Ave., 
Boston 

DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 1357 
Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 


@ EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 
41 Essex St., Boston 

EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 30 
Lansdowne St., Boston 

ENCORE (617-338-ROXY), 279 
Tremont St., Boston 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM (617-491- 
5599), 567 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE (617-277-9722), 1651 Beacon 
St., Brookline. 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 
Middle St., Lowell. 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 
148 State St., Boston 


@ FELT (617-338-6999), 533 
Washington St., Boston 


@ THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN 
(617-451-2622), 28 Kingston St., 
Boston 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL 
(617-497-0400), 1230 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502), 
1222 Comm Ave, Brighton 

GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 
304 Washington St., Brighton. 
GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 
1] Marshall St., Boston 

GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876- 
1655), 280 Green St., Cam- 
bridge 

G-SPOT (617-423-6767), Down- 
town Crossing, Boston. 

GUIDO OSHEA'S (508-580-0997), 
2039 S. Main St., Brockton. 


W@ HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 499 
Broadway, Somerville. 

HARPERS FERRY (617-254-9743), 
158 Brighton Ave., Allston. 
HENNESSY’S, (617-742-2121), 25 
Union St., Boston. 

HIGH STREET GRILLE (617-523- 
4000), 200 High St. Boston. 

HONG KONG (617-864-5311), 1236 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 


@ ID (617-262-2437), 11 Lans- 
downe St., Boston. 

IMPROV ASYLUM (617-263-6887), 
216 Hanover St., Boston. 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE (617- 
576-1253), 1253 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge. 

THE INDEPENDENT (617-440- 
6022), 75 Union Sq., Somerville 
THE INTERNATIONAL (617-296- 
6270), 184 High St., Boston. 
IRISH VILLAGE (617-787-5427), 
224 Market St., Brighton 


@ JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT 
(617-338-8586), 33 Stuart St., 
Boston 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE (617- 
577-8668), 1 Kendall Sq. Cam- 
bridge. 

JOHNNY D’S (617-776-2004), 17 
Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451-9460), 
160 Milk St., Boston. 

JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 


Wi THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 161 
Brighton Ave., Allston. 

KING’S (617-266-2695), 10 Scotia 
St., Boston. 

THE KINSALE (617-742-5577), 2 
Center Plaza, Boston. 


@ LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 25 
Boylston PI., Boston. 

LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 
129 South St., Boston 

LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759), 
1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cambridge 
LUPO’S AT THE STRAND (401-272- 
5876), 79 Washington St., Provi- 
dence, RI 


WB MACHINE (617-536-1950), 
1256 Boylston St., Boston. 

MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 21 
Brookline St., Cambridge. 

MANTRA (617-542-8111), 52 Tem- 
ple St., Boston. 

MARQUEE (617-523-1112), 57 
Canal St., Boston. 

MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 

MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 
14 Harvard St., Brookline. 
McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 197 
Portland St., Boston. 

METROPOLIS (401-454-5483), 172 
Pine St., Providence, RI. 

MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576), 472 
Mass Ave, Central Sq., Cambridge. 





MIDDLESEX LOUNGE (617-868- 
MSEX), 315 Mass. Ave. Cambridge 
MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 
3496 Washington St., Jamaica 
Plain. 

MILKY WAY (617-524-3740), at 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN (617-338- 
5656), 77 Broad St., Boston 

THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 36 
Lansdowne St., Boston. 
MURPHY’S LAW (617-269-6667), 
837 Summer St., South Boston 


@ NEWS (617-426-6397), 150 
Kneeland St., Boston 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP (617-482- 
0930), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 


@ O'BRIEN’S (617-782-6245), 3 
Harvard Ave., Allston. 

OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227- 
0800), Marriott Long Wharf, 296 
State St., Boston. 

O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 27 
Columbus Ave., Boston. 
O’LEARY’S (617-734-0049), 1010 
Beacon St., Brookline. 

ORLEANS (617-591-2100). 65 Hol- 
land St., Somerville. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB (617-868- 
3221), 877 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. 


Wi THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 
1500 Broadway, Saugus. 

THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 
261 Main St., Worcester. 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814). 969 Comm Ave, Boston. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562- 
8800), 969 Comm Ave, Boston. 
PA’S LOUNGE (617-776-1557), 345 
Somerville Ave., Somerville. 
PHOENIX LANDING (617-576- 
6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 2 
Broad St., Boston. 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441- 
0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cambridge. 
PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455), 
912 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 

THE POINT (617-523-7020), 147 
Hanover St., Boston. 

PORTER'S BAR & GRILL (617- 
742-7678), 173 Portland St., 
Boston. 

PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799), 116 
Boylston St., Boston. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (617-227- 
2060), 1 Union St., Boston: 


W@ Q (617-742-2121), 25 Union St., 
Boston 


MB THE RACK (617-725-1051), 24 
Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston 
RAMROD (617-266-2986), 1254 
Boylston St., Boston 

REDLINE (617-491-9851), 59 J.FK. 
St., Cambridge 

REGATTABAR (617-661-5000), 
Charles Hotel, Harvard Sq., Cam- 
bridge 

REMINGTON’S (617-574-9676), 
124 Boylston St., Boston 

RIVER GODS (617-576-1881), 125 
River St., Cambridge 

ROGGIE’S (617-566-1880), 356 
Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton 

THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY), 279 
Tremont St., Boston 

RYLES (617-876-9330), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. 


@ SAMBA BAR & GRILL (617-718- 
9177), 608 Somerville Ave., 
Somerville. 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282- 
6606), 1333 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester. 

SERAFINA (978-371-9050), 195 
Sudbury Rd., Concord 

SISSY K’S (617-248-6511), 6 Com- 
mercial St., Boston 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 
163 Main St., Maynard. 

SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001), 1270 
Boylston St., Boston. 
SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS 
(617-524-6373), 45 Danforth St., 
Jamaica Plain 

SUGAR SHACK (617-351-2510), 1 
Boylston PI., Boston 
SWEETWATER CAFE (617-351- 
2515), 3 Boylston PI., Boston 

SW1 (617-423-6767), 48 Winter 
St., Boston. 


@ TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800), 
110 Huntington Ave., Boston 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB (617-497- 
2294), 70 Beacon St., Somerville. 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE (617- 
572-3311), 33 Stanhope St., 
Boston 

TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300), 366A 
Somerville Ave., Union Sq., 
Somerville 

TOAD (617-497-4950), 1912 Mass 
Ave, Porter Sq., Cambridge. 

TOAST (617-623-9211), 70 Union 
Sq. Somerville. 

TOMMY DOYLE’S (617-225-0888), 
1 Kendall Sq., Cambridge. 

TOP OF THE HUB (617-536-1775), 
52nd Floor, Prudential Tower, Boston. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (617-338- 
1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston. 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492- 
BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central 
Sq., Cambridge. 

21st AMENDMENT (617-227-7100), 
Bowdoin St., Beacon Hill, Boston 


W@ VAPOR (617-695-9500), 100 
Warrenton St., Boston 

VENU (617-338-8061), 100 War- 
renton St., Boston. 

VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 126 
State St., Boston. 


Mi WALLY’S CAFE (617-424-1408), 
427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 

WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423- 
0300), 15 West St., Boston. 
WHO’S ON FIRST (617-247-3353), 
19 Yawkey Way, Fenway Park, 
Boston. 

WONDER BAR (617-3£1-COOL), 
186 Harvard Ave., Allston. 


@ ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876- 
6060), 1353 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. 

2U20 (617-864-3278), 474 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. 


STEVE HURL 


Wednesday, December 29 


BAD ART ENSEMBLE 


Thursday, December 30 


THE TINT 


Friday, December 31 
IRISH SEISIUM TRADITIONAL IRISH 
NEW YEAR'S PARTY W/ HOT DAY AT THE ZOO 

Phone 617-441-3455 e Fax 617-441-0219 
Serving Lunch Daily ¢ Check our website for details 








www. ploughandstars.com 
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Continued from page 15 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. At 
9 p.m., '80s Dance Party. 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. Dub Station. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
“Laid Back Sunday.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 
BOB THE CHEFP’S, Boston. At 10 a.m., 
“Sunday Jazz Brunch” with Paulo Daney 
Jazz Quartet 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. “Jazz 
Brunch” with Ronnie Ron Duo. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 2 p.m., “Traditional Irish 


Music.” Back Room: At 8 p.m., “Singer- 
Songwriter Series” with Danielle. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. 
At 10 p.m., “RawCuts Hip-hop Night.” 
CLARKE’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. 


CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL, Boston. 
| TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 


9 Pound Bag. 

COSTELLO’S Jamaica Plain. At 
9 p.m., James Merenda’s Masked Mar- 
vels, 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. D 
Street Band 


DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Industry Night” with DJ Paul 
Dailey. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. John 
Erickson. 

ENCORE, Boston. Dorothy Miller & 
Michael Larson. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 


jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen- 
berghe. 


| THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Menage A 


Trois,” Brazilian dance and Eurohouse 
with DJ Roland 


GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL, 
Cambridge. At 9 p.m., Beantown Project. 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 
Johnsons. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Beats Not Bombs the Peoples Party” 
with DJ Yamin. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Kieran. 
JACQUES UNDERGROUND, Boston. 
“Diamond Dunhill’s Drag-Ons Review.” 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. At 9 a.m., 
‘Jazz Brunch.” At 4:30 p.m., “Open Blues 
Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Salsa Dancing” with 
Rumba Na Ma. 


9:30 
anne 
CLU 
write 
DIC! 
Watk 








> LISTINGS 





APPOMATTOX play the Middle East on Tuesday. 





At noon, Julia 





KENNEDY’S, Boston. 
Lloyd. 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. “Indus- 
try,” uplifting house and dance anthems, 
with DJ Rick Naples 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Wheels of Justice, Dead Like Death 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Mike Barrett 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Groupaction, Old 
Man Hansen 
O’LEARY’S, Brookline 
“Trish Music Session.” 
ORLEANS, Somerville. At 7 p.m., ‘Jazz 
Session.” 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Bump,” 
house music with DJs Demarkus Lewis, 
George Nessis 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., Tom Hagerty. At 9:30 p.m., Hot 
Tamale Brass Band 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston 
McKenna Duo 

THE RACK, Boston. At 
Mike Janedy 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
‘Dubby Sunday” with DJ Brynmore 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Action Sun 
day” Punk, garage, and rock with Dinos 
& Amy. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAST, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. At noon, 
“Sunday Brunch” with Lee Childs Group 
At 8 p.m., Bobby Keys Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “In- 
ternational Night” with DJs Nino, An- 
toine, Giulano, and Giovanni. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Silencio, Motherseat 
VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance 
house with DJ Danae. 
VENU, Boston. “Carnival,” 
night with DJ Adilson. 
VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
‘Jazz Jam Session” with Jason Palmer 
Trio. At 9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., “Cirque Du Singe Brise #5 Holi- 
day Special” with Beat Performers of the 
Year, Rod Webber. 
ZUZU, Cambridge 
Hayride.” 


@ MONDAY 27 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. 
goth & industrial. 

AXIS, Boston. At 6 p.m., Catch 22, 
Punchline, Socratic, Stray Bullets. At 
10 p.m., “Static,” Gay night drag show 
with DJ Adilson. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. 
“Tommy’s Jam Session.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen. 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. “Martini 
Mondays.” 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Sonic Ginger,” down tempo lounge 
and dub with DJs Martini and Ah Dub. 
BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9 p.m., “Blues Jam.” Toussaint 
& the Liberation Band 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Geoff Bartley’s Open Mic.” At 
9:30 p.m., Chuck Hall. 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., “Jazz Jam Session” with Mari- 
anne Solivan. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “Song- 
writer Tribute Night: Greg Brown.” 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Nate 
Watkins 


At 7:30 p.m., 


James 


10 p.m., DJ 


Ronan 


,” old school 


Brazilian 


“Central Square 


“Ceremony,” 








The Phoenix Landing 
Thursday, Dec. 23 


Elements presents 






Drum ‘n’ Bass fusior 


with DJs Cro 






k, Lenor 








and Rand 





Friday, Dec 24 
JukeBox Heroes w 
DJ PHT Mike 












Saturday, Dec 25 


Boom Boom Room 
New Wave and Disco w/ DJ Vinny 







Sunday, Det. 26 DANCE HALI 


BUMP wed. Moves and Vibes 
Samba Classes every Wednesday 
House Music i 


- Temporada LatinaSaisa 
Zon the Floor Tango/Swing 


12331 NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 
wJuanito Pascual. THS VALLSELLOUT 


MITCH’S BBQ 









Monday, Dec 27 
Makka Mondays 
Dancehall w/ Voyager 01; Uppercut, and 








Blackfinger 







Tuesday, Dec 28 
Take 
Scott Bliss takes you ona soulful journey 








YAY JAZZ Bi RUAC ae 
1/1 & 1/2 wen Patricia Adams 






Wednesday, Dec. 29 


Deep House, Trance & Techno 






#1 Place to Watch English Premiership 
Soccer’ World Cup Qualifiers 
Chatnpions League 











www. ryles.com| 617.876.9330 
212 Hampshire St, Camb. 


the alternative trish bar 
[si2 Mass Ave, Contral Sq. Cambridge Tet: 617 576 6260 





















ENCORE, Boston. Clara Lofaro Quartet. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Seisi- 
un 

HENNESSY ’S, Boston. Joe Carson 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 


8:30 p.m., “Sara Sweet & Little Joe’s 
Karaoke.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Read Yellow, Sex Positions, Shanghai 


Valentine, Loaded 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
“kit pod tunes.” 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
‘Groove Thang.” 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. DJ Easy 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. “Helvete,” under- 
ground metal night 

O’CONNOR’S, Boston. Gannon Broth 
ers 

PARADISE LOUNGE, 
6 p.m., “Open Mic Night” 
Cleare 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Makka Mondays,” Hip-Hop and Reggae 
with DJs Voyager :01, Uppercut, and 
Blackfinger 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Beeks Rhodes & Jefferies. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard 

THE RACK, Boston. At 
Mike Janedy. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge 
Wax.” 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Shwang. 
At 10 p.m., Tim Gearan Band. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Industry Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bobby Keys 
Trio. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Thea Hopkins, Bill McQuaid, Tracy O’- 
Connell. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Piano Open Mic” with 
Michelle Curry. 

VERTIGO, Boston. “The Movement,” 
deep house, house, and progressive with 
DJ Eric Santangelo. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos & 
the Special Blend. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Zygote Nights. At 9 p.m., Ara 
Sarkissian Exultation. At 10 p.m., “The 
Fringe” with George Garzone, John Lock- 
wood, Bob Gullotti. 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Frank Morey. 


@ TUESDAY 28 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Lushlife” ’80s night. 

ARIA, Boston. “One Nation Tuesdays,” 
hip-hop, R&B, and reggae, with DJ Chub- 
by Chub. 

AVALON, Boston. At 8 p.m., Disco Bis- 
cuits. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy on 
the Eyes” Carrie 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 7 p.m., “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: At 8 p.m., “Bluegrass Picking 
Party.” Downstairs: At 9 p.m., “Bluegrass 
Picking Party.” 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Classic Rock Tues- 
day” with Shovelhead. 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. 
with Julie Rosenthal. 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Pat 
Funk. 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Indus- 
try Night” Hip-hop and R&B with DJ 
Sunone 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino 


Jamaica Plain 


Boston. At 
with James 


10 p.m., DJ 


“Weekly 


“Open Mic” 


| VENU, Boston. 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle Trou- 
ble 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Dave Leeb. 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Strangefolk 


HENNESSY ’S, Boston Scott 
Damgaard 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Payback 


Tuesday” with DJs Soul Clap, Randy De- 
shaies, and Ryan Kick. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville 
Jesus, Eilen Jewell. 
THE KELLS, Allston 


Who Man 


“Lounge Night.” 


LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Zdenek 
Kansky. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Carla Ryder Band At 


8:30 p.m., “Spoken Word Performances.’ 
At 9:30 p.m., Old Dogs/New Tricks 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Public 
House.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge 
Oma, Caspian, Alienist Outfit, 
tox 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
‘Sensitive Hand.” 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
Parker. 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain 
with Rickie McLean. 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
“Texas Hold’em Tuesday.” 
THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Lot 36,” Latin house with DJ J.C. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Lester Swing, 
Moxie, Firewalk, Medicine Hat 
THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. “Still- 
born Fest” with Hatebreed, Agnostic 
Front, God Forbid, Candiria, Full Blown 
Chaos, With Honor, Love Is Red, Subze- 
ro, Autumn Offering, Risk Taken. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
7 p.m., Sonia Dada, Grace Potter & the 
Nocturnals. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Deep Tones” with DJ Tym Ryan. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
8:30 p.m., Steve Hurl. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Dana Z. 
THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., “After- 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 7:30 & 
10 p.m., Irma Thomas. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. 
Drop” listening party. 
RYLES, Cambridge. “Artist Showcase.” 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Up- 
stairs: “In the Biz Hospitality Night,” top 
40 and popular dance, with DJ Ra-mu. 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., Christian 
McNeill. 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob Nieske 
Trio. 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Shark & Bear, Ellipsis, Ochmoneks. 
VAPOR, Boston. “Retro Night” with DJs 
Danae and Michael Sheehan. 
“Mynt,” international 
sounds with DJ Adilson. 


Upstairs: 
Appomat- 


Jamaica Plain. Donna 


Karaoke 


“Eaves 


| VERTIGO, Boston. “Defmatch” electro- 


backbeat with DJs. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally’s 
Stepchildren. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty Scott & 
Mike McKenna Trio. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Sam Rosen Quartet. At 9:30 p.m., 
“Zeitgeist Coffeehouse” with Joe Ball. 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Model A. 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Rocket 
Science. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BRASSERIE JO, Boston. At 8:30 p.m., 
Jon DeLucia Trio. 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Rollins Ross & Tony Vaughn. 





CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 

CAPRICE, Boston. At 9 p.m., Toussaint. 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Live Wire Lounge” 
with Valhalla Kittens 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
son 

COMMON GROUND, Allston 
“Acoustic Music Series.’ 

COYOTE GRILLE, Cambridge 
Luttrell 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, 
Time 
ENCORE, 
Nash 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge 
“Galactic Fractures” deep funk and rare 
groove with DJ PJ Gray. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen- 
berghe 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell 
Adam, Jeff, Guzci’s Belly 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston 
Wednesday” with DJ Luca 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. “Rat Pack Karaoke 
GREEN. DRAGON, Boston 
Damgaard. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Strangefolk 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Mystics 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton 
Wednesday” with DJ Kelvin. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville 
nah, Hip Replacements 
THE KELLS, Allston. “Get Over the 
Hump” hip-hop, house, and dance with 
DJ Doc. 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Ziaf. 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Vinyl Skyway. 

LUPO’S AT THE STRAND, 
dence, RI. Slip, John Brown's Body. 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Crypt,” goth 
synthpop and industrial with DJ Chris 
Ewen, and “System,” electro industrial 
trance power-noise with DJ Hellraiser. 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. UK pro- 
gressive, tribal, techno, and deep house 
with DJs Hoska and Cliff. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Why Versus Rome, Blue Ribbon Envy, On 
the Surface, Easton Legacy. 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
Tyler Wood Duo. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “The Base- 
ment” punk, new wave, dark wave, and 
70s New York Style with DJ Boo Boo. 
MURPHY’S LAW, South Boston. 
“Acoustic Open Mic” with Jon Titone. 
NEWS, Boston. At 5:30 p.m., DJ Jay 
Prouty. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. “Get Smart Night.” 
ORLEANS, Somerville. “Slow Mo” with 
DJ Mona. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
10 p.m., “Black Out New Years.” 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
8 p.m., Benevento Russo with Mike Gor- 
don, Hopewell. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
House music and techno with DJs Case- 
roc, Chris Barnes 
THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Karthas. 
THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge. 
“Open Mic.” 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad 
Art Ensemble. 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. Global house 
with DJs Alex & Felix and “Latin Lounge” 
with DJ JC. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. 
Gross. 

Q, Boston. “Violations.” 
THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky. 
RAMROD, Boston. “Twitch: new wave, 
goth, industrial with DJ Mac. 
REDLINE, Cambridge. NPG Allstars 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 7:30 & 
10 p.m., Irma Thomas 
REMINGTON’S, Boston. At 8:30 p.m., 
Al Vega Trio, Johnny Souza. 
Continued on page 18 


Regie Gib- 


Greg 


Boston. Big 


Boston. Stacy Baker & Brian 


Kevin Casey, 


‘Explode 
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“Release 


Mad Savan- 


Provi- 
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“After- 
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MONDAY THRU THURSDAY www MILKYWAYJP.GOM 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(617 864-EAST www.mideastciub.com 
DOORS AT 8PM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER IB REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Mitidle East Box Office 1-7p.m. and 


TICKETMASTER (611931-2008 wwwticketmastercom 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS 


tii _ | ‘$5 ans. i taal ‘ 
SBN, . ai Tce 8PM DOORS 









































































TUE ¢ 
HEAVY ROTATION ND A Ni ic Y ESENTS - 


Eo 
eL teuKORR Hi 


8PM — 


Vist Nas OWCASE - 
ile = 


0 /06-09 EMERGENZA FESTIVAL 
RAZORLIGHT, THE FEATURES 
HUGO, THE MIDNIGHT COLLECTIVE 
ORDINARY K, ELECTRIC DONKEY 
THE BREAKFAST, PROJECT 1.9 
SAM BIGELOW, SPACECAKE 
SULLIVANS 





Di ECTO 


WHY vers RO 
BLUE a y eae ROME 


RADAR RECORDINGS 2ND ANNUAL 
END OF THE sas ASH - 


° « HA 
— fr RRIS 


THE CHAINLETTER, THE CRUMB 
DANKO JONES, THE VERSHOK 

A WISH FOR FIRE, SPECIMEN 37 

Hil KINGS, THE MARVELS, SIXTH SENSE 
KIERAN RIDGE BAND, JOINT CUSTODY 
LABB, SIX DAY SLIDE (CD RELEASE) 

THE SKEL' PECT DEVICE 


FRI ovh 
KOOL P 
OVM « SAVIN ILL + E3 a 


RADIX » LATIA LA ROCK 
SPONSORED BY AWKWARD ENTERTAINMENT 


UNDTRACK 
R LIVE 


THROE 
PLAN B * LOST CAUSE 
MY LITTLE RADIO 
JONAS COMPLEX 


T 01/08 
MARIE’S CHILDREN 
COMMON THRILL » MIKE PREVITI 


TOMMY DEMPSEY 





MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
HURSDAY - THE DEBUTANTES, THE SHILLS “ 
FRIDAY - LATIN WITH GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA 
SATURDAY - SOULLELUAH 
SUNDAY - CENTRAL SQ. HAY RIDE-KING MEMPHIS 
MONDAY - CELLO CHIX 


TUESDAY - i$ SNOW LEOPARDS, 
RRA ELLIONs (mcs MOTOR AT SEA) 


VAVAVAYAVANA MIDEASTCLUB. COM 


sees er 
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SUN - BELLY DANCING W/GARABED 

MON - OPEN MIC NIGHT 

TUE - NOCHE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & ANDRES 
WED - Dj AL! WITH FEATURED BELLY DANCERS 
























sAzZzZz 
TIWwiING 
LATIN IAZZ 


Fa |Awaurs 


WE GOT HiTORY 
LIVE MUSIC 265 DAYS A VEAR 
WALLY'S CAFE Est 
SAVE. BOLTON, MA e2athe Brome. 6FF +24 


SCULLERS JAZZ CUB 2c" 


Fri. Dec. 31& Sat. Jan. 1 
Happy New Year's Eve 


CHRIS BOTTI 


call for Special New Year's Eve 
party package information 
617-562-4111 













BOSTON 'S #1 
JAZ7 CLUB! 











HARLEM 


GOSPEL //IRMA THOMAS: ‘ 


DECIZaRSPMIRMM | DEC 28-30 7:30 & 10PM 
3 THE BAD PLUS*.A\ 7 ALLAN HOLDSWORTH TRIO, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
CHRISTMAS WITH 


DAVID]MAXWELL 
4 KENNY BARRON QNT 


617-482-0110 184 


12/26 OPEN MIKE HIGHT 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
DANNY KELLY NYE SPECIAL SHOW 


DP, hon 
Dick Doherty 2 


COMEDY VAULT 
Thurs. ~ Sun. at 9:00pm 
Reminds BesTeu Comics/BesTeN ATTITUDE 


\pennnlientl an C+ 2 an “ommon © Bo Stan | ctan 
wi. VV vive 


NEW TEARS EVE 


 STHHE SWEENY & DICK DOHERTY 
Sat Jan ist R_RATED HYPNOTIST Joey Devite 


~ Comedy Escape 
ediven Chelmsford 


Your sax 
player blows. 


THE a 


Pheeriix 
Ea oY Fae 








617-859-3300 


Find a band or find a bandmate. 
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> LISTINGS 


Continued from page 17 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Primitive 
Sounds: American Blues, Gospel, Roots.” 
RYLES, Cambridge. Boston Latin Pro- 
ject. 

SERAFINA, Concord. At 6:30 p.m., Paul 
Broadnax, Nathalie Marsh. 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Fishken & 
Groves, Julie Lloyd. 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Live Salsa.” 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip-hop and 
top 40 with DJ Ren Justice. 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Soul 
Therapy” with Ted Drozdowski, Jerome 
Deupree. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Gay Night.” 
TOMMY DOYLE’S, Cambridge. “Open 
Mic” with Will Daily. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob Nieske 
Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Greek Night.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Baby Boy H, Acro-Brats, Swim Team, Rat 
Wakes Red. 


VAPOR, Boston 
Adilson 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Anitya,” psy-trance 
with DJs Dino, Mathwin, and Dave Hen- 
shaw with special guests. 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Stepchildren. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Leo Blanco. 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Troglodytes 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Minimalist Orches- 
tra, Heygoods. 


@ THURSDAY 30 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. 
Truckers, AM Stereo, Kickbacks. 
AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Col- 
lege Night” with DJ G. 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Thursday” with DJ Caprice. 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 9 p.m., 
“Dance Your Ass Off” DJ Hoff. 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house. 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
’80s and today with DJ Scorch. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton 
“Open Mic.” 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“After Work Thursday.” 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Serious Bizness. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 
George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Ab- 


Latino night with DJ 


Wally’s 


Dirty 


Ron 


solute,” house & trance with DJ Stezo 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. After- 
math 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday’ 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird. 


CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. At 7 p ~~ 
Ellis Paul, Chad Perrone. At 10 p.m., El 

Paul, Flynn 
COMMON GROUND, Allston 


“Love 


Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ 
Doc 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Hard 
Drive 


VINYL SKYWAY play the Lizard Lounge on Wednesday. 


EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Velvet,” 
with DJs Geespin and Master Jay. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. 
Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and Cchay. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru. 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone & Jynx. 

GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. “Dynasty” 
with DJ Luke, Memories Forever, Mahi 
Mahi. 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Frederik 
Band. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 


“Latin 


GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D. 
HANNAHN’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Revival. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Little 
Joe Cook. 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Mainstream, 
house & Reggae with DJ Bob. 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
Frank Morey. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
Trio. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Shotgun 
Bandits. 

JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: 
DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 
Julio. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” with 
DJs Edgar & Mike Gioscia. 

THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 11 p.m., “Privi- 
lege,” international house with DJs 
Manos Linoxilakis and Christoph 
Muller. 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Chris Sto- 
vall Brown. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Nikulydin. 

MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thursday” 
with DJs Sean Caron and Angles. 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn. 

MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic in- 
ternational, vocal house, & hip-hop. 
MARQUEE, Boston. “Turn It Up Thurs- 
day.” 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. 
Midnight Jazz Session.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
On Fire, Seneca, Constants, Harris, Those 
Who Wait. Downstairs: Natural Born 
Spitters. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. So 
So Limited 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
O’Brien. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. 
Street Band, New Blood 
ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice 
THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Clutch, 
Never Been Caught, High on Fire, Seem- 
less 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “The Bubble Up: Rub a Dubwise 
Reggae Night” with Bud E. Green. 


“Round 


Jamaica Plain. James 


Redshift, South 


PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Reid Genauer & Assembly of 
Dust, Ryan Montbleau. 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Arrogant 
Bastard, Soupbone Throne, Pi Theta Pi. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “El- 
ements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs Crook, 
and Lenore. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Tint. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plunkett. 
Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Lit- 
tles, 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Re- 
union Thursday” with NPG All-Stars. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 7:30 & 
10 p.m., Irma Thomas. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Wicked 
Wicked Thursday” Experimental Reggae 
& Hip-hop with Wayne & Wax. 


ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory. 

THE ROKXy, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The 
Latin Quarter” with special guest DJs. 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja. 


SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with 
DJ JR Vega. 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “College 


Night” with DJ B-Spin. 

SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R &B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 
TOAST, Somerville. 
Women.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob Nieske 
Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Papermoon, Good Little Monkey, Loudly 
Fernando, Bee’s Knees. 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop and 
R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel. 

VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ Nailz 
and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” soulful house with DJ Fran and 
UK hard house and progressive trance 
with DJs JLong, Tek, and Catatonic and 
guest DJs. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Francisco 
Mela Quintet. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. 
Night Lounge.” 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Quartet. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Sleeping Weather, Valerie Allen. 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Debutantes, Shills. 


comedy 
@ THURSDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist” with 
Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Ellen 
Moschetto, Mary Beth Cowan, Ben Mc- 
Caul, Kris Earle, Chris Coxen. 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
“Lies, Half Truths and the American 
Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “UnNatural Selection.” 


Ronan 


“Premier Night for 


“Late 








At 10 p.m., “The Great and Secret Come- 
dy Show.” 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Mark Riley. 


@ SUNDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Open Mic Night” with Tim 
McIntire. 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9:30 p.m., “Hari-Kari Karaoke 
Jewkbox.” 

CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 
6912), 74 Warrenton St., 
8 p.m., “Comedy Fiasco.” 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Mike 
Dorval, Eddie Pence, MB Cowan. 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Sergeant Culpep- 
per Memorial Improvisational Jam- 
boree.” 

KING’S, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
| Open Mic Night” with Tony V. 


(617-426- 
Boston. At 


“Comedy 





@ MONDAY 27 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 p.m., ‘Amateur Showcase” with Kevin 
Knox. 

KENNEDY ’S, Boston. “Comedy Night.” 


@ TUESDAY 28 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. 
Comedy Jam.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
Paul Nardizzi, Robbie Printz. 


@ WEDNESDAY 29 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
Mike Donovan, Harrison Stebbins. 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Tony V, 
Patrice Vinci, Anthony Pike, Mary Beth 
Cowan, Steve Macone. 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
“Lies, Half Truths and the American 
Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “Hump Fringe 
Show.” 


@ THURSDAY 30 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Comedy Showcase” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist,” 
Frank Santos. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Rick 
Jenkins, Mary Beth Cowan. 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Big Dig, The End of an 
Error.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “UnNatural Selection.” 
At 10 p.m., “The Great and Secret Com- 
edy Show.” 


concerts 


m@ WEDNESDAY 29 

CHRIS ALLEN’S ORANGE LINE per- 
forms at 8 p.m. at Artists-at-Large 
Gallery, First Congregational Church of 
Hyde Park, 6 Webster St., Boston. Tickets 
$5; (617) 276-3223 


@ THURSDAY 30 
TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA per- 
forms at 7:30 p.m. at the FleetCenter, 1 
FleetCenter Pl., Boston. Tickets $30.50- 
$51; (617) 931-2000. 


“Stash’s 
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TPHOTOGRAP?T 


ABSTAC 


more cities: 1-888-257-3757 


enter code:200 


1-900-484-2525 50 min $25/caui 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 
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HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 


4-800 
| $80. 2625 


e Fem/Dom Worship 
e Real College Coeds 
® Sexy Nude models | 
© 40+ 50+ Ladies 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


| 80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME alt} 


LAVALIFE USERS.* 2 
le scant 5 OO Ken aen unas 
ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN Wheré singles’ click 


Click at a Flick www.lavalife.com/flick 
*Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


\ Men Talk to Ladies 
£5 teal 1f 
PIE tetas oa Na | a0 | / 39 ( i il E E 10" 


LIVE.LOCAML con 
meesemeonetonight.com 


liy Mobile Hookup FREE! Text the word HOOKUP to SFREE [53733] 


Chat Free all day. Join with credit 1eck-by-phone or phone bill, 24h cust. service: 1(800)4 19-3388. Brought to you by Nationwide Services LLC. 18+ 


THRILL ‘intimate ee 


Nationwide “ive 


moran, 1-617 seg 
for Thrillseekers! 1-800-399-KIS : 


: " 4 vane Thrills pas code 7136 L 7 di es Call FREE! 
i a 1-800-991-TALK 





ADULT CONNECTIONS 
Meet local singles! D's fun & easy. 


-Set up your own profile & mailbox. 
‘Call in now & get instant messages! 
ap -Sss- S 1 fl “2868 


er 18 Each call j 


DISSG6:304-HOTT 
— HOT 694 we 


- 900- ki a 


lr (at 
I thee! 


code 00 
oy: 


Who’s Waking fa for You? 
MEN for MEN 


STRICTLY HOT SEX 
WILD LOCAL DATELINE 


1-888-599-DAT 


HOOK UP TONIGHT! 


Boston 
617-848-1677 
781-850-0066, 
978-513-2411 
401-427-2299 
646-507-5564 


Gtotd/lovies.com 
OVER 10,000 MOVIES 

no MEMBERSHIPS! no a Fees! 
#4 ADUL 

INTERNET WEBSITE! 


os Pa a 


- FETISHES & 
. FANTASIES 


1-800-285-8888 


No Restrictions. Discreet. 
LIVE 1-on-1 Service 
Select Women. 18-68 
$34.50 up to 1/2 hour 
All Major Credit/Debit Cards 


The Instant Replay 
1334 Main St. Waltham, MA 02451, 781-647-3390 
From Current to Classics 
Jays’ Large selection of adult DVD & VHS 


Used tapes from $5.00 to $14.95 
We Buy & Sell Used DVD & VHS 


STARS sTuDIOS 


UPDATED 
DAILY! USE 


CODE 
230 Minutes FREE!! 92904 || 
acoamenne pommccencnemmnaanentl | 


* Hardcore 
* Foreign 
Classic 
Gay/Lesbian 
* and many more... 
LARGE SELECTION OF RENTALS 
Bring this AD in & Receive $2.00 off any 
DVD or Tape above $9.88 
Exp. 12/20/2004 


Bondage tapes 
buy 1 get 1 FREE 4 
Desiree Jenna Jameson 
Cousteau wero 


Asia Carrera 


MEN'S ROOM 


BOSTON’S HOOK-UPS 


Hot, Hard & 
Ready For Action 


1-617-976-9000 


Always Live, Always Hot 


and Shemales. 
Regular Sex, Domination, 
ALL FETISHES BIZARRE 
TO EXTREME. 
Nothing forbrdden. 


1-954- 
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st AUGHTY 
LOCAL GIRLS! 
Want To Get Nasty With | 


1- 888- 355-SEXY 


oston's Hottes 
‘ Live Talk Line 


l-617-976-eeee 


Ladies Call FREE 


|-800-265-LIVE 
(5483) 


For HOT B & D Action 
Ei =) A= WA to) 0] OO) 


Exotica, SP a 


69¢ 


— 
18 


Over 70 zones of content" 


Tee! 


{code 3333) 
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BOSTON'S1L LOCAL DATELINE 


INTIMATE + JUST FUN 


eroc ckton (774)776.7007 | 


pe 


Rosie 2600 


P GREAT DATES are at (888) MEGAMATES - 18+ 
BROWSE & REPLY TO ALL ADS FREE 


sneutenahinniiaet a \ 
You're geod looking, athietic, 


To listen and respond cali 617 976 7587 
and enter box # 9985, calls cost $2.89/min. 18+ 


rosph 


Adult Pe 
Where fantasies become realit 


Boston 
(617) 423.6666 


Lowell (978) 856. 0856 
Peabody (978) 854.085 |e 
Providence (401) 738.7788 


free code 3733 





Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has & 
part time 


openings for 
escorts. 




















preferred, 
no exp. 





26-year-old, blue- fiery aN 
erotic vixen, 5'7", fantasizes 


To listen and respond call 617 976 7587 
and enter box # 4473, calls cost $2.89/min. 18+ 


-osphe 


Adult Peg 


MEN ARE YOU 
BI-CURIOUS? 


Do vou THINK YOU 
MIGHT BE BISEXUAL? 


Come to a FREE, confidential 
discussion group with other men 
that feel the same way you do. 


Second Tuesday of every month 
7-99 


FENWAY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
7 Haviland St., Boston 


FOR MORE INFO CALL 


617-927-6032 


OR EMAIL 





MEET 
Horny Men! 


Record & Listen to ads Free! 
(code:2222) 


781-861-1101 














4 doth lh lg 


ISO top who's a good f*ck. 
Top 35yo 5°9* 165tbs br/r goatee mustache 
haky / cut HIV. ub2, live downtown Boston. ISO 
groups 3+ no couples easygoing guys 35-45ye 
who can host near T, 15ibs overweight max, 
like waiching porn rough f*cking getting s*cked 
making out t*t play. Box 93617 (xp 1/1) 

Lkg4 c*ck suckers. 

Bottom boys do what they're told. Big d°ck here 
cut & thick, ready 4 your hte, jerk my d*ck off. 
Box 56253 (xp 1/30} 

Lkg4 aggressive tops. 

Chris 6'2° 240ibs bid/bl cc cs chest hair smooth 
as low-hanging bails 7 uncut party play versatile 
bottom ikg4 1 or more aggressive tops. Box 
84551 Mp 2/11) 

Black top iSO WM. 

Hot-biooded good4ikg black American bottom 
interested in WM tops, Box 93021 mp 1/22 
Total body exploration. 

Good-lkg guy versatie botiom pig 48yo 
Boston/Rosiindale |kg4 other guys Into working 
up a swat, lotal body exploration. Handsome 
6'2” 175ibs lean build nice d*ck smooth, hard 
nipples. Love making out getting I*cked s*cking 
rmming c*m dildos try ws toys, fike halry guys. 
Box 8881/7 tp 3/5) 

{SO big arms. 

Eddle 40yo very good-Ikg discreet br/br have 
own place, like muscular men with big arms & 
chest who like to show them off, ISO 40yo+. 
Like 2 backrubs body contact. Box 89473 


ae ur own 
FREE ad and ng ree 


rvo 
oy 3143113 


Collect spanking videos. 

Lkg? caliect spanking videos, especially amateur. 
Box 33866 &p 1/23} 

Military look ISO younger. 

Rick goed-ikg man 6'2" 195ibs worked out body 
48yo short buzz cut, cs, military look, hairy chest 
& stomach 8 uncut thick with big low-hanging 
tanks. in the sack more a top, passionate, ikg4 
younger, In shape, hairy a+, real man2man 
action, can travel. Box 79975 (xp 1/20) 

Want the whole package. 

Steve 6'2” 200ibs 30yo br/gr tight smooth 
bubble ass, in shape versalile. Lkg4 18-40yo 
masculine athletic attractive well-hung versatile 
tops. Box 49341 {xp 3/11) 

Father/son role play. 

36yo N of Boston Ikg4 father/son role play. Shorl 
guy, sim build. Bex 90385 xp 12/30) 

1SO pre-op TS. 

Ron BM Somervilie ikg4 pre-op TS for LTR, lover 
must have big ass nice tits nice thighs juicy c*ck, 
TS to Keep me down on my knees, no overweight 
TSs. Box 13512 (xp 3/7) 

SNH 

24yo 6" 220Ibs Dr/gr 7 cut Ikg2 have good time 
w/some cool dudes, SNH. Box 84791 {xp 3/7} 
Burlington bedwetter. 

39yo 5'10 155ibs 30” waist cs shaved a*s/ 
cr’tch, Into ws, maybe w/daddy who wants to 
dominale, spankings orV/an"l, mutual s"cking 
Box 91975 &p 12/30) 

Old-fashioned spanking. 

Submissive WM In 50s ikg4 larger top guy 6'+ 
1901b+ to give me old-tashioned over -the-knee 
spankings. Also kg4 homemade videos. Box 
47956 (1/27) 

Hamess & hoist. 

Leatherman info suspension and hanging 
scenes, have e 2quipment but don’t have a place 
Parties, joni, in you attic cellar tree In private 
yard. Box 47786 op 1/7) 

Generous sugar daddy ikg2b... 

..@ Gog fo @ young guy wbig c*ck, will do 
anything you want daddy to do. Love to watch a 
guy get a massage by a Chinese masseuse. Box 
79802 (xp 2/15) 

Want 2b sex slave. 


& Dave 40yo WM 6° 215ibs dr/pi trim mustaches 


goatee mad hairy, total botiam. 1 ave to s*ck c*ck 
every single day, love to have a stiff c°ck In my 
a’s. Lkg4 a dominant top guy to train me to be 
sex Slave, b&d. Box 19167 &p 1/31) 


SO Quincy area top. 
Good-ikg homy bi guy Quincy 1kg4 bi guy in area 
with own place, love to s*ck d*ck get Mcked Kiss 
lots of touching, being naked with a guy. Regular 
basis. Box 92611 (xp 1/7) 

Curious 7 cut smooth. 

Attractive 18yo bi curlous discreet bottom boy, 
Ikg? chal see what happens. 6° 180ibs 7 cul 
smooth. Box 89122 (xp 3/4) 

Into JO and oral. 

John S2yo DIWMM good shape good Ikg 7 uncut 
6" 195Ibs tH/bl discreet laid back. Cambridge 
area, late mornings or after 4:30pm, must travel 
Box 10202 (xp 1/23) 

Big shoulders & legs. 

Craig 35yo WM 230IDs athletic hig shoulders & 
legs Ikg4 SQyo+ give/rec oral, have virgin ass 
fcked by someone who knows how to f*ck It. 
Box 90872 &p 1/11) 

Wants young man with big ¢*ck. 

Older guy loves lo service young big c*ck. The 
bigger the younger the better, don’t be bashful 
Dress me up, pul me on my knees, pump my 
mouth. Box 97893 Kp 3/9} 

WM Ikg2 s*ck.. 

Bi 33yo masculine love big d*ck, kg4 30-48yo 
in-shape good-tkg men hairy a+ who likes to get 
c*ck s*cked, get on my Knees, service you, s°ck 
your D°ll !"ck a°s. Quincy momings best. Box 
10501 (xp 12/30} 

Athletic Ikg4 dom top 

Masculine athletic 34yo 5°7" 150ibs 29 waist 
8 uncut ikg4 buddy to hook regular basis, 
no allitude, prefer dominant top any race ub 
dd free, have nice tight h'le for big d*ck. Box 
88551 (xp 2/17) 

ISO sweet butt. 

Good ky lap guy 35yo 5°11" 180ibs mixed race 
cs fice d’ck S End. Lkg4 good-kg, clean fun 
bottom boy with sweet butt. Like to eat “ss, 
put tongue in nice wet hile, definitely like to 
f*ck Sometimes in the mood to watch you get 
fMcked, waich you play with your butt. Travel or 
company. Box 49871 tp 2/2) 

Braintree casual fun. 

5'11" 160ibs ¢s bik/or on the thin side 7 4 uncut 
Ikg4 casual fun. Box 76592 xp 3/18) 

Will explore your ass. 

Bi 57yo top iky4 nice hol submissive boltom, age 
& body image unimportant. Want to open your 
ass, explore #, use fingers dildos enemas force 
you to hoid It butt plugs, mild punishment c*ck 
& bl play, U must have own place, own toys, 
Boston area will travel. Box 10887 (xp 1/25} 
ISO men in wmn's undies. 

Bit, BIWM, mid40s, br/pi, 5°10", 200ibs, Boston 
area. Lkg4 Boston bi curfous males —_ want to 
be orally serviced on steady basis, 20-50yo. Will 
orally service your girlfriend. Also ikg4 someone 
to satisfy my girlitend 50yo 185lbs, love to watch 
you put a stiff one in her. Box 45962 kp 1/6} 
Role play Maiden. 

Joe Ikg2 role play, father/son etc. 30s 5'7* 
150ibs 32° waist 7° cut thick heavyset 
construction worker type mod hay versatile 
Malden. Box 90385 (xp 3/17) 

Top Charlie. 

40yo, young-ikg, ite skin BM, slender bulld, 7 $2 
cul, versatile lop, Waitham area. Like oral, give 
&recelve, Lkg4 18-45yo white, Hispanic, Asian 
Box 108271 (xp 1/10} 

Lkg4 friendly bottom. 

Boston area top iky4 friendly bottom to get to 
knew. Lkg4 that bottom friend 4 maybe long 
term. Box 83371 (xp 2/15) 

Older panty wearers. 

5Oyo hi male ikg4 other bi or gay men 40yo+ Into 
wearing panties. Box 14781 Op 1/7) 

Halian man. 

Good-ikg Halian 155Ibs 5'7* 30yo nice body 8 4 
uncut versatiie, Box 5/481 (xp 1/11) 

Spanish bottom. 

Complete bottom 32yo '30" waist 5‘ 10° Spanish 
Box 57551 (xp 1/11) 

JO party. 

Larry 7 % uncut 
Lkg4 other dudes to JO with. Box 55 
Early 20s hot body. 

5'10" br/pi 7 cut hot ass nice d*ck, sate, S Shore 
nice house for sex party. Lkg4 hot guys for hot 
sex. Box 84441 (xp 12/30} 


party play Into masturbation 
521 (1/13 













Good shape to party S End. 

S$ End always homy, party play. 5°10 170lbs 7 

¥% mod hairy, work out good shape. Box 82651 

O@ 1/26) 

Athletic & ready 2play. 

6'4" 210Ibs 34yo very athietic smooth muscular 

dark halr/eyes 8" uncut ready 2 play If we like the 

same things, no strings, in Boston, must travel 

Box 49821 &p 1/6) 

Nice bottom 4 decent top. 

Joe 35yo 175ibs Baston area good build nice 

guy 8” bottom ikg4 top 20-30s with decent build 

Box 50581 (xp 1/18} 

Lkg4 bi curious 

Jim bi married man 6'4" 240Ibs ikg4 18-~45yo 

bi curlous guys who want to try, play around, 

see what happens. Must be discreet. Box 

20422 (xp 1/6) 

{SO small smooth. 

45yo smooth smallish guy mustache goatee 

masculine ikg4 smai smooth guys, Box 83381 

1*-timer ikg2 have cheeks spread. 

Mark 39yo 5°11* dark halr/tz iko4 erotic 

encounters, ikg4 other first-timers, want to have 

cheeks spread, have someone's fongue in my 

fight ass, someone who's good at Geaning out 

an ass. Box 94022 (xp 2/t 

Medford Square. 

Lkg4 tops under 35yo in my area, no games 

have own place, good-ikg in-shape discreet very 

horny. Box 85541 (xp 2/8) 

Dress up like a female. 

Charlie GWM 58yo 6'1° 20lbs s&p/bl cs smooth 

7 cut Ikg4 men my age who like to dress up as 

female, have a nice ime. Box 86511 xp 2/9) 

Teach me a few things. 

Derick 29yo0 6° Ikg4 25-30yo for mutual oral, 

want lo s*ck you off, get a BJ, want to [ck you, 

teach me a few things, new to this, c’m on me 

Box 98741 &p y 

No conversati 

Avg guy ayo bottom 190ibs 5'11* love to s*ck 
"ck, body contact kiss make out give massages, 
et Mcked, no conversation, just kg4 fun. Box 

191 (xp 1/3 

2 masculine/versatile 4 same. 

2 guys S End Ikg2 play at our place, both 

masculine In-shape versatiie Ikg4 same. Box 

14151 0 2/7) 

Bottom 4 role piay. 

Sexy WM tall thin swinimer’s build boyish-tkg 

mustache 38yol10ibs 7" like role play wear 

soldier's uniform, serving my master. Box 
14093 (xp 1/30} 

Desire to bury face in c*ck. 

Bi curious WM S4yo 6’ 220Ibs masculine very 

attactive biAv dark complexion married dean 

discreet professional. Lkg4 guys with own place, 

confident no atitude. Versatile top, want to do 

some f"cXing, desire to burry face in set of c’ck & 

balls. Box 32922 (xp 2/17) 

Lkg4 beefy a*s. 

42yo divorced WM 6” 200Ibs Ikg4 similar size 

and age, Discreel, into hairy guys, full body guys 

with nice beety cheeky a°s. Box 29502 (xp 1/7) 

Quincy guy ikg2b naked. 

Good-Ikg 30yo bIWM In Quincy area ikg4 older 

bIWM with own place tkg4 company. Love c*m, 

love to s*ck c*ck, have a*s fcked, Kissing, just 

being naked with another guy. Box 59931 (1/4 

W MA servicer. 

Worcester area submissive bottom 62yo $'10" 
150ibs shaved head bi eyes nice guy, sks to give 

or} and an’l service to dominant tops, SM&BD 

Box 31297 &p 1/11} 

Experiment. 

33y0 bi discreet guy 58° 140Ibs ikg2 

experiment with another safe discreet guy. Box 

6193? (xp 2/17} 

Take my teeth out. 

George hot bottom smooth 5'9° bid/bl love to 

s*ck c*ck, take my teeth out you'll love tt, like to 

swallow c*m, have 4 big c*ck up my ass, Maiden 

area. Box 61371 &p 2/17) 

ISO 65-75yo. 

44yo long brown hair 5°11" 180ibs excellent 

physical condition tip frm body, disease tree, 

extremely big kg4 65-7Syo to spend time, get 

to know. Edueated, fide bike like music sports 

Box 20221 (xp 2/17) 


617.374.3131 617.976.8000 
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oa As Enjoy the “Cadillac” of [ap Dances 
Se Less Than an Hour from iC 


ie 


New England’s Best Adult Entertainment Services! 


— i ila iam _ 
Discrete .Up-Close.VeryNude — ee 
7 i In your face at your place! 


. = ars - / ragtive Fa ‘ > y 4 > Darf, - sxc £, - « react " 
BYOB Bring your own Beer, Bottles or Bubbly Guar anteed Attractive Female & Male Performers for all occasions 
No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


Sunday Tailgate Party The Hottest 1 @&2 Girl Shows! 
£ Big, Big Screens - Big FREE Buffet - Nude Cheerleaders 1-800 3 00- G7 87 


strippersnetwork.com 
sige attractive talent always welcome 
= es 
In The Mood For Nude! 


Sister (luo; = | acl 
k the troops 
Satin Doll Check the rest we have the best competitive prices 


Open 7 Days a Week | www.TheCadillacLounge.com 


In Downtown Providence 95 South to exit 23 - 2 Blocks on Right rj oston Ad U t D rector y . 


35 Aborn St. 361 Charles St . Providence, Ri 
401-274-2457 401-521-SHOW (7469) 


Advertisers: Call for our latest SPECIALS! 888-737-0469 


WED. 11/24: DESIRE'S 
PRE-THANKSGIVING BASH! GIVE-A-WAYS 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


1-877-4-DESIRE 


ws +t 


Sundays & Mondays | ‘Th 


717-6 Koss Oe.) © Oe Ws 0 ee. \ On BO), 
ON OUR SET SCREEN 


% 3 


COMPLIMENTARY TAILGATE 
BUFFET ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT! 


Enter to Win 


; SUPERBOWL TICKETS 
| Each Week 
% Suadays agen at aood. COME SEE WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT 


Complimentary Buffet 3:30pm - 8pm 7 Days a week? 


i FREE a 1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 « Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave BUSES & 
PARKING 95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - LIMOS 


Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miles on the Right. 
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review 


www. TheEroticReview.com 


Adult Classified 





Fantasy/Fetish 


CHARLENE’S 
DRESSING SESSIONS 
CD'S/ TV's/ admirers. All sizes 
dress in safety & comfort. Cail 

Charlene (TV) By appt 
Mon-Sat 11AM-8PM 
www.charlenesboutique.com 


(781) 937-3088 
Lady Kendra 


Erotic Torture/Sensual Correc- 
tion. Elaborately equipped 1400 
sf w/private playrooms/X dress 
salon. Near Bos/NH/Worc. Now 
available in Providence by appt 
www.ladyKendra.net 


617-576-8826. 
MAXIM’S 


Lingerie, Modeling, Fantasies 
Fetishes, Role Playing 


508-753-3796 


MISTRESS KATANA 
Le’ 

Sensual B&D, bondage, re- 
straints, chains & whips, fetish- 
es. Cross dressers. Located 
right outside of Boston. Great 
space. Beginners welcome 

www.mistresskatanale.com 


781-632-7362 





enna AS oIMaMeS 
Entre Nous 


Hot sexy 38D 
Slim upscale female. Open- 
minded w/private home & hot 
tub. Very discreet daytime. 


603-425-0086... ». 











Phone Fantasy 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1-900-263-9666 

Horny Housewives 
1-800-786-0397 
1-800-809-1597 

Intimate Connections 
1-800-264-DATE (3283) 
From .69c to $2.98/min18+ 


Boston's Best Dating Choice 
Listen and Record ads FREE! 
781-860-7441 Free code 6200 


CALL AMBER 


| want to hear all your dirty little 
secrets 


1.888.825.8860 


www.ambersfantasyphone.com 


18+, CC, $1.99/min 


College Girls Gone 
Wild. 


Phone sex with kinky sorority 
girls. MacKenzie 


1-888-855-7659 


www.sororityrowphonesex.com 


Curious Lifestyles Meet 
Other Bi Singles Listen and 
Record Ads Free 
781-860-7441 Free code 7000 


Don't Tell My Husband! 
Wanna Play? Wild Times 
Await 781-860-7383 
Use Free code 6000 


Experience Caitlin 


The 8th Wonder of the World 
www.forbiddenphonesex.com 
18+, CC 


1-800-570-7660 
GAY PHONE SEX!!! 


Chat live with horny guys 
tonight! $1.99/min 


1-900-407-8884 


Holiday Special 
Phone Sex 
20 minutes $25, 18+, CC 
Abi 1-888-644-0544 
Carrie 1-877-928-8938 


INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 
1-800-805-TALK 
(8255) 


REAL HORNY GIRLS 
1-800-251-4414 


1-900-329-0900 
THE MEN'S ROOM 


1-800-618-STUD 
(7883) 


From $.69 to $1.99/min 
18+ 


LOCAL BI- 


GUYS 
Call 617-848-1677 
800-777-8000 
free with code 6718 
Masturbation slut? 
We can help 
1-888-780-4998 


www.redhotphone.com 


Must be 18+, Looking for a red- 


head 


Meet Your Match Romantics 
and Soul Mates Local Singles 
Find Each Other by Phone 
781-861-1101 Free code 7100 


More Swingers than Austin 
Power’s Movie Meet them by 
Phone. It’s FREE to listen 
781-860-7384 Free code 5400 


PHONE ACTRESSES 


21+ with good phone voice 
work from home 
your own hours 
800-285-8888 


PUSH A BUTTON 


Get a Girl 
Enter FREE code 5559 


617-848-1661 
800-210-1010 


HELP 
WANTED 


Women owned 
Flale Me) e)-¢-1(c16 
escort service, 
friendly, safe, 
supportive 
environment; if 
you're new to the 
business, we 
welcome you. 
Call 


617-451-0414 


for interview 


arom (fleas ele ]at-lilels) 
required 


4ImMZ-HNHDOONOMOMADYOVUUMAMTMY- Ss 


Santa’s Fantasy 
Players 
1-888-353-1110 
Sarah 
1-888-266-1466 


Savanah 
20 minutes $25, 18+, CC 


Seeking telephone 
slaves!! 


For Mistress 
Must be 18+ with CC, $1.99; 
min 


Jade 1-800-445- 
8750 
Robin 1-866-641- 
5155 
Jill 1-888-888-2607 


SEXSOUNDS 
HEAR THESE 
HORNY SLUTS BEG 
FOR MORE! 


1-888-281-4506 

Real life recordings of gang 
bangs in action 

Only 99 cents per min 

All major credit cards accepted 
Call 1-888-281-4506 now! 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE TALK 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-263-9666 


From $2.50/min 18+ 


Strictly SEX! No Games, No 
Committment Just Sex. 
Record and Listen to ads free 
781-860-7385 Free code 7300 


Talk is Cheap! 
Introducing Nasty Niki 
Text “niki” to 24824 $1.99 msg 
pair 18+ Call Niki at 1-800-598- 

MISS (6477) as low as .99/min 


New England Strip 
Ri, NH, CT, MA #1 provider 
Male/female centerfold quality 


3$$3$3$$ 


‘BAttentionés 
ye Girls! &s 


$ Earn S00 - $ 


$2000/day 


.) Boston's premier $ 
$ outcall service 
is looking for 
beautiful ladies. 


Safe & Professional 


617-695-131] $ 
$ www.4ieg.com $ 


EEEEE) 


site reviews 


WARNING 


NO TABOO ZONE 


Naughty 
alone 
www.letmommykissit.com 


housewives home 


18+CC 
1-800-819-2389 


Women at your 
Fingertips 
Enter FREE code 5559 
Boston 617-848-1661 


XXX FANTASY 
PERSONAL XXX 


All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 


1-800-990-9377 
1-900-443-5222 


from 2.98/min 18+ 


You've Got Male!! Men Meet 
Boston Men! Listen to ads 
from others FREE Post your 


ad free 781-861-2040 
Use free code 5100 


exotic dancers 
www.newenglandstrip.com 


1-800-299-8311. 
(Also hiring selectively) 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has & 
part time 
openings for 
escorts. 
Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 
necessary. No ff 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


Escorts & TV's Weicorne 


TOTAL SKIN CARE 


- Waxing 

* Electrolysis 
¢ Facials 

* Nail Care 


Feel Beautiful All Over 


Convenient & Discreet Loca 
For More info Call: 


617-785-0565 





19 years ol¢ 
& very sexy. § 


for the ; 


; gentlemen 


kin, and | 


Boston Phoenix 


| website. 93/128. Outcall to 
_ select locations 


Catch me while you can. 


“No blocked calls. 


978-886-3981 or 617-291-1717 


Everything you'll need - all in one package. 


discussion boards 


REELS EE 
Adult Employment 


ATTENTION READERS 
Please be advised that some 
adult employment opportunities 
require an up front investment 
and that employment is not 
guaranteed 








live chat 





FEMALE DANCERS 


EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec. 
call Chris: 


617-427-6514 





Nude House 


Cleaning 
MWF blonde, 5'2”, 120Ibs_ will 
clean your house in the nude. 
No pictures & No touching. 
401-935-6157 





Short Full-Figured 


Women 
Sought for amateur erotic 
wrestling videos. 18-45 yrs.., 
muscular legs pref., no exp, 
$150-$250 per hr. session 
508-654-1307 


service guides 


video chat 





WORK IN ADULT 
FILMS 


films-magazines-internet sites 
make money daily, no expri- 
ence all types and sizes. 

Call Network Productions, Inc 
11am- 4 pm EST 


1-800-605-7611 


TAMPA FLORIDA 
RESORT CONDOS 
Treasure Island Gulf View 
or clothes-optional Nudist 
Cafe-Bar-Gym-heated pools 
jacuzzis, Friendly Freedom 
www.FLParadise.net 
813-949-NUDE(6833) 
www.Bos.Barefriends.com 
888-610-5657 








www.abstractphotography.net 
www.abusivebondage.com 
www.clips4sale.com 
www.MasterDragon.net 
www.PrincessKali.com 


www.bostonadultdirectory.com 
Providing 100% FREE access 
to: Escorts, Independents, 
Fetish, TS and More. 
FREE upgrades to First time 
clients. Escorts Call 
(888) 737-0469 


WWW.NEWENGLA 


NDSTRIP.COM 
1-800-299-8311 


Das Pie 


ae 


ARES 


TTS 


*AALISA SEXIEST 
PRE-OP* 


Barbie Doll, 28 yo 36 
Red headed sex k 
DTN loc. Dom, X-dres: 
In/Out 24hrs 


617-426-5221 
“ASIAN er: 


"617 594-2753. 


*A BARBIE-DOLL 


PRE-OP* 
36C-29-36 8". 28yo blonde 
bornbshell sex kitten. safe 
downtown location. X- 
dressing * Dom. All fetishes 
& fantasies avi. In/outcall, 


*Blonde Dutch Doll* 

| am a hot young 

who loves to plea 

nate. My measure 

25 35 5'8 125 a 

breasts. In calls, ask for Lisa 
774-644-0439 
MA/Ri area. 


*HOT AMERICAN 
SHEMALE 


Jessica, friendly, long 
ed brunette with a killer 
bubbie butt, 5’9", 130!bs, 8” 
unhurried. Selectivly Hiring 
Females!! Boston location 


617-947-5773 


2 BIG ONES 
Have you ever handled 2 
big ones?? Two very sexy 
young black TS’s w/nice 
breasts. Visiting from Mia- 
mi. TASHA & ANGELA. 20 
& 22. Looking for guys that 
are not afraid to have fun. 
with 2 fully functional 9” 
$100 donation for 1. $200 
for 2. Boston area. 


617-427-2458 


Asian 
She-Nele CoCo 
lodel/ 


poe 5'5”,115ibs,34D-24- 
5 www. cocoshemale. com 


617 306-1256 


ASIAN TS 
WINDY 
5'5” 120Ibs 36DD-25-36 seek- 
ing men for those who need the 
best massage. Incall only. 


617-593-2490 


CHOCOLATE/ 


VANILLA 
Ps & MICHELLE 

rgeous TS's visiting 
ay lew York. 1 black, 1 
white. If you can’t choose 
one than have them both. 
CUM find out why they call 
New York the BIG 
APPLE. Avail 24/7. In/out. 


COME PLAY 
WITH Bay BIG ONE 


Ts 
Sexy pisen S. New in 
town from Atlanta. with a 
Big black 9”. Fully function- 
al. B cup breasts. Dresses 
sexy for all occasions. Dis- 
creet So. End loc. $100 
special. In/Out 24/7 

617 5 


DAISY PRE-OP 


Experienced. No attitude. Sexy 
sweet, Latina girl 


SPECIALIZING 
IN BEGINNERS 
617 288-2505 


GORGEOUS 
PETITE SHEMALE 


Hot Hot Hot! 


DIAMOND 
617-721-3378 


LISA ASIAN 
SHE MALE 


Beautiful & sweet. Vo! 
ous 38-28-38, 25yrs 5'6” 
435ibs 80% repeat. IN- 
CALL ONLY 

61 


MOLLY 
Blonde Transexual 
Sexy 25yr old Blonde 
36 7” w/beautiful smo 
¢ + long -shapely 


617-267-5037. 
MONICA TS 


NIGHTIME 
NOOKIE 


Do you crave something a 
littie different. We have the 
solution.. TS, SHEMALES 
PRE-OPS, POST OPS, 
GAY MALES available to 
fulfill your fetishes & fanta- 
sies 24/7. IN/OUT 


617-833-5896 
NOELIA PRE-OP 


PRE-OP SANDRA 


— by. Hard | Boties 


781 "724-4463 
PRECIOUS 


Sexy, exotic ASIAN shemale 
5'5", 120lbs 38DD-26-38 


617 839-3526 


SEXY BLACK 
PRE-OP 


New in Town! 
CUM & have a taste in a So 
Boston location. Incall only 
Donations $80p/hr 


617-282-0443 


SHE-MALE 
FANTASY 


Are you curious? Do you 
wanna go where you 
haven't been before. We'll 
take u to that place of 
dreams & fetish — 
We feature your bi 
shemales - 7 

fantasies. 


| oP ae) a | amas Ee 


STICK SUCKER Cua 


New she-male in town. 
Ready to STICK & LICK. !'ll 


Cal 
61 7-308-051 2 


TYFFANI SHE- 
MALE 
BRAZILIAN 
BOMBSHELL 


New in town. 19 y.o 5’3”. 
Long hair, sexy body for all 
your fantasies. 


617-308-4520 


WELL HUNG 
LIKE A HORSE 
Sexy young black TS Tiffa- 
ny in town visiting from 
FLA. 9” ff. 32b, 5’7" 150Ibs. 
if you have what it takes to 
hang with the BIG one. 
CUM PLAY Avail 24/7. In/ 
out. So. End area. 
$100 donation 


617-938-1219 


LONE 


ICazone.com 


xot 


\617.848.5918| 
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Book Now & Have One of Our Models for that Special Party! 


www.tempu.com 
Selectively Hiring! 


1-800-698-8829 617-742-1608 


58” 36C- 


| a <a) a) aaa | 
ZONE 


Season’s Greetings! 


> 


come play 
with me 
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Allston 
Somerville 


Keeping you warm 
ali winter long 

























































































004 ADULT SERVICES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Pare 
Escorts 


!!PRO MASSAGE 
SERVICE 


QUINCY. 


S a week 


617. 372- 41 99 





INO. MASS/SO. NH 


Absolutely Beautiful 


; cuM 
BLOW your n 
978-376- 9135 


“A MALE 
ENCOUNTER” 


Sensual male to male massage 
by handsome mus r male 





617-782-4499 


“A HANDSOME 
‘ITALIAN BOY” 





“617-536-6917 
“ANNIE 19” 





617-490-0028 


“ASIAN 


CRYSTALS 
BOSTON 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, professional & ex- 
otic for the much needed 
massage & relaxation you 
seek. 10am-10pm. 7 days a 


week 
617-426-4049 
"BORED gt 


Br dgette 24 














get a 
e's gone? ? 
outside”! C 
128N/93N 


781 710 1088 


t 






“BRONZE BLONDE 


Gorgeous 19yo petite 5'7 
5ibs with long blonde hair 
22-32. All the essential 
s of a MAN'’s desire. In/out 


617-938-8103 
”CANDI” 











For a taste of Cand 


Sweet 











blonde, blue eyes, long 


5°10 135lbs. 36c-25-35 


lips. Serving So. NH/Norther 


Mass. Accessible to No. § 
Rt 95. In/Out 


603-470-8651 





er passionate. S 
the holidays with me 


ried, sincere, prompt and dis- 


reet. Your place 


617-540-4015 
“DEEP THROAT” 


Darlene.. 39, 5° 9", 34B 23 


32.GFE+Sinfu 
tive.Playful n 

MEDALIST 
128/Ma pk.. incall 


508 371 4141 
SATASY 


talian Sandy, sé 


Passionat 
R and Big Dog 








"617-713-0201 
"FortuneNOOKIE"! 


SL J2it 








95S/Ma Pke 


617 729 4040 


“LYNSEY’S 
ESCORTS” 
19-45 a able f 





sughout MA MC/V ce 
617-742-8662 
877-353-0343 












year 


fa, sweet 





"ORIENTAL 
MASSAGE 


Enjoy complete relaxation 
with our beautiful 


Asian 
Staff 7 days a week. 10am- 
10pm. Downtown Boston 
area 


857-205-4246 
617-785-9662 





“POLER EXPRESS"! 


ake YO 
Warr 





" 617 648 0102 


#1 ASIAN 


MASSAGE 
QUINCY 
Sweet lovely young girls 
Table shower, shampoo 
Best full body massage 
Everyday 10am-10pm 


857-829-2723 





#1 BEAUTIFUL 


DANCERS 
QUINCY 

Young sexy Asian girl who 
will make your whole body 
HOT! She'll satisfy your 
fantasies by giving you a 
hot body massage & show- 
er w/a smooth touch. 

9:00am-11:00pm 


718-801-6463 


#1 BOSTON 


ESCORT 

LADIES of Boston/Miami 
Here to satisfy your per- 
sonal pleasure. 2 girl 
shows. bachelor parties 
from $125 & up. Starting 
rates $125. in/out. 24/7. No 
& So. Shore. Now Hiring 
ASK about our 15 minute 

INCALL SPECIAL 

e*82-617-435-9630 


#1 MASSAGE 
WATERTOWN 
Japanese & Asian girls do 

the best traditional 
massage for you. Enjoy & 
relax. Open every day 
10am-11pm. 
617-928-0880 


#1 QUINCY 


Oriental Massage 
Best full body gem igg A 
beautiful Asian girls. Table 
shower. Body shampoo to 
Releive your stress. Enjoy 
& relax everyday. 


617-259-5729 


ORIENT 
EXPRESS 


100% Asian female escort 
widimensions guarenteed. Out 
call only. 24/7 


Gentleman only!! 


617-437-9226 


$100.00 DATES 
IN/OUTCALLS 24/7 
Outcalls in boston area only 
Incalls are located 10 min- 
utes north of Boston. Full 
service with a smiie 


*82-646-852-4124 





$125 EROTICA 
$125 will get you that mas- 
sage you've always de- 
sired. In/Out. 24/7. Boston 
area. Trust me you'll feel 
like your in HEAVEN. 51” 
115lbs, 36c-24-33 


*82-617-818-3105 


$40 MASSAGE 


Sensual therapeutic mas- 


sage. Release the built up 
of stress and tension. IN 
MY BRA AND PANTIES 
OR TOPLESS. Ask about 
my IN-CALL LOCATION. 
Longer sessions take prec- 
edence. 


*82-617-233-6572 


$75 BARBIE 
SPECIAL 
INCALL ONLY. 


Guarenteed Good 


Time. Ask for 
Barbie. 
in/out 24/7 
*82-646-852-4124 














$DREAM GIRLS 

Young beautiful 

New girls every 

10 days. In/OUT 
QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 








$EXTREME 
PLEASURES 


Experience pure pleasure 
like never before. This sexy 
lil vixen is HOT & HORNEY 
nd ready to BLOW your 
19yo w/Long black 
hair, Creamy ebony skin 
125!bs, 36c-24-36 In/Out 


*82-617-767-9243 








$MODEL ZONE 


Join the lovely Asian stars 
in your Own persona! 
heaven, Beautiful, Sparkly 
ladies, great massage & 
lots of fun. New INCALL lo- 
cation: Quincy 


617-828-8103 





(LIPS & HIPS 
ASIA 

49" Asian American wia 
golden complexion and 
body to die for. She's a 
master at working her lips & 
hips. Cum get the workout 
you crave 


617-953-2047 





(UNWRAP THIS 
GIFT 


Come and experience a 
woman sexier than you can 
ever imagine with her slim 
petite body and wondertul 
curves. Have every wish 
and fantasy completed dur- 
8 the holidays. In/Out 


*82(617) 259-7578 


OLD ENOUGH 2 
KNOW 
Young enough to do 
anyway. 
5'8” 125, 34C-22-34. Wild 
Italian with big green eyes 
has Sex appeal with So- 


phistication. Are u UP for 
the challenge 


*82 617-833-8040 


*REDHEADED 
REINDEER 





long red hair, sexy toned body, 
beautiful face and sexy lips, big 
bust, providing Holiday fun 
5'7", 120ibs, sexy, lingerie, higt 
heals, stockings, fantasies. In- 
calls Only. 


781-289-9846 


Chinese Beauty 
Sweet beauty 
satisfies your 

fantasy. QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 






“CUTEST ASIAN 
BOY** 


Get some fun with a 
smooth tan boy w/muscular 
body and round butt. 23, 
5'6", 130Ibs very affection- 
ate. Good re 

Call Tak 


617 838-0771 


“ORIENTAL 
ATTRACTION 


Sweet & lovely young girls 
providing you full protes- 
sional massage. Enjoy & 
relax everyday. 10am- 
11pm. 7 days a week 


617-739-2763 


*ARIEL* 
Everything BETTER down 
where it's WETTER. Blue 
eyes, auburn haired 
36D's. For a magical time 
CUM see me 


508-596-2483 


*Ashley in 


Providence* 
Blonde Bombshell. 27, 5'9, 
115ibs, 32D. *Genuine* 
pictures at: http://nome- 
town.aol.com/ashleyinri/ 
For discreet encounters & 
total fulfiliment. 


4-451-1258. 











*AWESOME* 
BLACK MALE 


2dy 





617-277-9987 


*BUSTY ITALIAN 
RENEE 

Volup 100% italian brunette 

with tongue ring & 38DD's. 

Let her LIPS make you 

Quiver. She can please 

any man. 2 girl specials 


“857-991-6748 





*COMPLETE 
RELAXATION 


Have a sweet & beautiful 
young Oriental girl provide 
you with a massage insti- 
tute pain relief, Available for 
men & women, 11am-9pm 
incall appt 


617-739-5116 


“ORIENTAL 
BEST MASSAGE 
Masspike exit 17 

Appts available 
10am-11ipm daily. 
617-969-6030 


*Relaxation 
Station 


Oriental Sweet and Lovely 

or | girls give you the 

best & soft massage 

10am-1ipm 7 = a week 
For Ap; 


61 7247-5908 





*SUPERGIRLS 
NEW LOW RATES 
Young & Sexy girls 18-22. Plen- 
ty to choose from. GFE, fetish- 
es, bachelor parties. Visual 
Guarenteed to make all your 


parts NUMB. In/out. Upscale 
Loc. 24/7. 


www.escort101.com 
Selectivly hiring 


*82-617-233-6572 


TENDER TOUCH 


Imagine relaxing while soft, 
skilled hands touch you 
searching all the points 
tension in your body & 
releasing them slowly by a 
girl with a sexy body & 
sweet smile. Quincy area. 


617-828-8103 





*WET & WILD 
NINA & FRIENDS. 
18yo talian  mix/Hawaiian 
38DD. 2 Girl specials. Outcall 
only. NOW HIRING!! Verified 
outcalls only 


617-319-7515 


+ASIAN HOTTIE 

Sweet & sexy 24 yo 5'5° 
36c-24-36 w/iong black hair 
providing you comfort in a 
private & discreet setting 
Convenient Boston ioc 
Near the T. Let ASIA LING 
fulfil your 

fantasies 


617-427-3794 


+WILD THING 


Sweet Spanish girl who . 
young & naughty voy 
willing to BLOW your 
Dom & Fetish, 24/7. 


617-980-2369 


10” B.U. 
FOOTBALL STAR 


22 yo hot Black Male 


(TOP). 10° uncut, Natural 
smooth. Suburban Mind 
City MEAT. Chisled. body, 
Huge pecs. 6 pack. In/Out. 
Massages also available 

PICS ON wen vostoapnoeniacom 


617-222-0816 


European warm 
nice. Have your 
nights WARM with me 





100% FULL 
SERVICE 


Casandra 18 y.o Italian 
blond bombshell With biue 


eyes 5'6 130Ibs 36DD-26- 
36 Looking to make ail fan- 
tasies reality, In/Out. 24/7 


617-567-6272 
18 YO BLONDES 


GONE WILD 


each, strawberry 





” 617-854-0044 
2 For 1 


Low rates!! 
617-319-7515 


A LATIN LOVER 
EXOTIC LONG BLACK 
HAIR , 20 YEARS YOUNG, 
AND ‘EXTREMELY FUN 
34c-24-33. 24/7 


*82-857-492-6302 


A Relaxing Male Massage 


with GUY! inexperienced O.K. 


617-644-BODY 


A WINTER 


MASSAGE 

QUINCY 
During this Christmas sea- 
son, Doing something dif- 
ferent for yourself meeting 
long hair young Asian col- 
lege beauties by happy 
chance, In our dim room, 
soft music, nice talk, great 
hands that will give you a 
magical touch. having good 
time. Christmas only 
Please call for an appt 
Open 9am-10pm. 7 days a 
week 


617-770-4816 
“PAULA*™ 


Busty Brunette with long hair 
40yrs Patient & experienced 
take my time so you en 






time with me. Discreet. Vert 


outcalls 


(978)-681-8666 
ABSOLUT 10 


My hair, My lips, My legs, 
My face, My chest and even 
my feet. Very discreet. The 
title says it all. Now it is your 
turn to call. In/outcalls 


*82-617-833-8059 





ABSOLUTELY SEXY 
Hot Asian girl 56" 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! Incall only Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 





ADORABLE 
MARSHA 


Passionate & petite Brunette 


105lbs, very 
cold days & 


Holiday & New Years 


Specials 
Leave a message 


617-685-0138 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
outcall 


www.afterdarkescorts.net 


ALEXA 


Absolutely Sexy girl of 
many attributes w/a sensa- 
tional erotic menu of gor- 


eous hot pleasures. 34c- 


3-36 
*82-617-501-1642 


ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL 


ong blonde hair. 36c-24 


32 Live the American Drear 
Servicing North & South shore 


Boston 


*82 617-938-8103 


Upscale location In/out 














ALL WRAPED UP 
SANTA CLAUS comes 
once a year but you can 
CUM 6days a week to his 
workshop if you like. 2 pe- 
tite brunettes await your 
holiday PACKAGE that 
they want to take their 
time to UNWRAP. 


978-453-2330 


ALLSTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


lf you are looking for a fun 
& enjoyable time w/a beat 
tiful natural young CHI- 
NESE girl w/a cutie face 
Then, look no further.Treat 
yourself to an unforgettable 
experience. In/Out 


617-828-2429 


ALLURE 
24yo half Thai/Spanish. Tali 
wilong hair. Busty w/DD’s, 
Intelligent, exotic escort. Lo- 
cated in So. Boston. In/Out 


617-288-7257 


ALYNA 


Exotic Hawaiian girl ready 
to fulfill all your fantasies 
Hot 26 yrs 57" 130 Ibs 
40C-26-36 tanned & toned 
lingerie. Down town loca- 
tion INCALL ONLY, 


617 416-9494. 


AMERICAN LADY 
KATHLEEN 

Tall tan Italian doll, 5'8" 36- 
24-36. Servicing Upscale 
gentiemen who enjoy extra 
comfort and time with a 
women who will let you ex- 
plore a deepest Fanta- 
sies fetishes. in/OUT 
South shore area 

Now hiring 


508-294-4586 
ANJA 


Sensuous Sophisticated Euro 


pean Blonde for 
tlemen. Verified Inca 
creet Rendezvous 
area 


617-254-0293 
ARE U KINKY? 


Live out your 


n Boston 


22-34. All natural 
Lingerie & heels In/Out 


978-869-1314 


ASIAN 
BEAUTIES 


New girls every 
10 days. 
Serving the 
Maiden & 
No.Shore area 
*82-617-259-5523 





ASIAN GIRLS 


Beautiful young Asian girls 
providing the best in 
massage. Incalls 10am- 


10pm. 
617-319-3812 
ASIAN GODDESS 


Young Petite 34d natural. I'm 
like SILK feel 4 yourself. 
Lingerie & heels. In/Out. 24/7 


978-869-1314 





ASIAN 


JAPANESE GIRL 
Young & Sassy 
Explore your fantasies 
In/Out Calls 7 days a week. 


- 617-283-3153 


ASIAN LUST 
Let me take a ride on your 
PONY. Cali Jenny for your 
Chinese pleasure. 5'4” 36c- 
23-34. 24/7. In/Out. 


617-233-4643 





ASIAN MASSAGE 
‘NASHUA NH 


in/OUT 10am- 


11 
*82-617-777-7647 











fantasy today 
Your ASIAN GODDESS 34D- 









ASIAN MODELS 
“ALLSTON” 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, beautiful & exotic 
for much needed relaxion 

you seek. In/Out 


617-828-2950 











ASIAN RUB 
FRAMINGHAM 
AREA. 


Professional massage by 
pretty sweet Asian beauty. 
Fresh face every week 
10am-11pm. In/Out 


*82-617-828-9870 


BEST MASSAGE 


A candle light massage in a 
warm private setting. 
By appointment only 


617-354-8828 


BIGTITS 


360D 
Lick them. Play with them. 
Stay till you CUM. In/ 
Outcall. 24/7 


617-596-9349 


BLACK BEAUTY 
& BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Gina & Jada 


774-274-6799 
BLACK MALE 


Mag azine & fitness mode! 


of perfection. No & So 


shores In/out Call Tyson 


781-724-4464 
BLACK SMOKE 


Husky black male. 5'11” 
230. Ready to fulfill, your 
fantasies. Take a TOKE 
from the pipe in Brookline 
24/7. in/out 


617-738-1698 


BRAZILIAN SLUT 
Ready to do what turns me 
on?? I'll let you LICK & 
STICK until you bust. Call 
Jasmine. 24/7. in/Out. 


857-540-9973 
BREAK ME IN 


TRINA 18yo brazilian beauty 
5'6. 130lbs 34B-24-36 looking 


to get hot and wet 


If you been a bad boy need a 
spanking or if you are in the 


mood for a discreet 1 on 1 


*82-617-567-6272 


BRIGHTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


New Asian girls every 10 
days. Open 7 days a week 
10am-11pm. 


857-991-3476 


BROOKLINE 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


All Asian girls. Fresh faces 
— week. Open 10am- 
pm daily. 


617-938-1 821 


BUXOM BEAUTY 

5'8” 38E-27-38. Porno 

looks. Full ips Flat belly. 

Bubbie butt. Sweet attitude 

Exotic role play expert. IN/ 
ij 


OU 
617-970-2711 


CALIFORNIA 
DREAM 


Meet this dirty blonde. Long 
legged 
36c. All your dreams can be 
found in this one girl 


valley girl. Green 





*82 617-818-0310 
CARAMELA 


ome and taste the sweet bod’ 


‘ "82 617- 259-7578 


CARIBBEAN 
FIESTA 


Cum indulge in the Party. 
Largest selection of attrac- 
tive Caribbean island girls. 
Make those Maracas 
Shake. incalli/Outcall. 


617-833-8039 
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CAROLYN 


Enjoy the the ultimate Girl- 
friend experience. Classy 
35 yo 5'5” 


36D-26-36 
blonde, curvy in ail the right 
places! Verifiable In/Out 


781-226-1679 
CHERRI 


cy babe 
} age fet ishes & no gai 


* 508- 577-3633 





CHINA DOLL 
All the time! Beautiful girls, 
looking to Cum take you 
away 
Call 24hrs for an appt 


*82-617-833-8040 


CHINESE 


DELICACIES 

EXCLUSIVE 
Our ladies define the word. 
Our finest delicacies await 
U. Come & explore the joy 
& passion of the East. Our 
special ladies will keep you 
lite in balance. In/Out 


Allston area 
617-828-2429 


CHINESE GIRL 
Prompt service. 
lil take my time 


for you. 
ALLSTON 
617-828-2950 


CHRISSY 


24yrs, sweet & sexy 
Route 1 at my suite 


617-899-2172 


CHRISTMAS 
COOKIE 


Meet this beautiful hot, young 
discreet classy blonde. 5'8” long 
legs 36c, 125ibs. Hot oil body 
rubs available. Let me put the 


JINGLE back in your BELLS!! 


*82 617-818-0310 


CMT 


Chinese massage therapy. 
Expert full body massa 


ge 
Experience the Best Mas- 
sage in Boston. 

Call 10am-1 


857-891-9 





COME PLAY 


WITH A BIG ONE 
DARNELL 

20yo Sexy Black Male. 5'7" 
155ibs. Has a 6 pack & a 
10" THAT WILL ATTACK. 
Serving male customers 
only. Discreet So. End loc. 
$100 special. In/Out 24/7 


617-427-2458 





COMFORT ZONE 


New in town Young Asian 
girl. Nice & clean area. Feel 
relaxed and refreshed. | 
provide the best massages! 
10am-12am. 7 days a week 
617-782-3768 


COMM AVE. 


MASSAGE 
Excellent SENSUAL Mas- 
sage by Asian girls who will 
rejuvenate you & make a 
difference in your life. Open 


M-Sun. 
857-991-4439 


D’s!! 
36DD all Natural. 19yo 
sexy beautiful ig _~ 
5'4" 36DD-22-34. 
KNEES Ready to PLEASE 
I'll take 


aay) INA. eee 
$25 half-hour 


617-905-9 62 


DELICATE 


DESSERTS 

(S HIRINGIISSS 
New agency is now hiring 
attractive Women 18+ tor 
the holidays & the New 


Year. No Exp Ness. 
FIRST 30 CALLERS could 


888-734-2487 








let's have fun 














DIRTY DIANA 
Beautiful Venezuelan/ital- 
ian beauty. This bombshell 
is waiting to hear your se- 
crets. CUM and enjoy what 


you are missing. In/Outcail 
24/7 


CALL DIANA 
617-938-8243 


EBONY & IVORY 
This mix is like CREME in 
your HOT CHOCOLATE. 2 
young hot college students 
ready to please. in/out. 24, 
7 


781-720-9327 





EBONY & IVORY 
This mix is like CREME in 
your HOT CHOCOLATE. 2 
young hot college students 
ready to please. in/out. 24/ 


781-720-9327 





EGYPT 
ofa 
Come & experience an 
erotic moment with a sexy 
indian/Brazilian goddess 
who will make your dreams 
and desires come to life 
porte ¥ tough of Egypt 


"82(857) 222-8029 
ELEGANT 


Lovely ladies for gentlemen 
only. in/out, Season's Greetings 


to all our patrons. 
NOW HIRING 


*82 978-239-4807 
ELITE BOSTON 


Escort/Entertainment company 
is currently seeking attractive 
females, exclusive cliental, with 
an opportunity to earn $CASHS 
daily. We guarantee the best 
split in town. Female owned 
Drivers also wanted 
Contact Jessica 


617-267-0281 
ELVA 


New in town young fresh and 
stunning 23 yr old Latina God- 
dess 34C-22-36 5'3", 115ibs 
from NYC Short stay 


617-427-9996 


EROTIC 
MASSAGE 


Ho & release a rest- 
lul body massage. Topless 
or Nude. Call Cassie. 24/7. 


In/Out. 
7isr 


$40 
617 


MEDITERRIAN 
BLONDE 
Indulge in the 
ultimate fantasy 
36ddd-27-38, all 
natural, all firm. 
all yours. in/out. 


Call Butterfly. 


61 “aT 1 


FANTASY 


ISLAND 
MISTRESS MELINDA 
LYNN IS BACK!! 
Come role play in an erotic 
surroundin: Full CD 


Bondage, inking. Bos- 
ton area location 


617-872-0125 


Gentieman’s Club 
Class & Sensuality com- 
bined. Experience the 
ultimate in escort service & 
extravagance of beautiful 
women that fulfill any man’s 
fantasies. in/out. NOW 
HIRING 
781-849-7067 


wee mygentiemensciub corm 


GEORGIA PEACH 





18yo HOT & HORNEY young 
brunette ready to be broken in. 
34c-22-34 
peach is the sweetest. 24/7 


OutCall only. My 


*82-617-201-3046 








GIRLS GIRLS GIR. 5 
Affordable 
White, Brazilian, Nubian, Ita 


Latin & SUB DOM. They are alli 
here!! No girls over 22. Choose 


the girl of your dreams. In/Out 

Boston area. Selectivly hiring 

Call for Rates. 
www.escorti01.com 


*82-617-233-2264 


GOLDEN 
TEMPTATION 


California blonde. Tanned 


tonned, with all the right 
curves. The Girls from the 
west are the best. In/outcall 


_HAPPY DAYS 


sexy BU college 
Jent king to ear 
Visual guarantee. Pretty in the 
FACE. SLIM in the WAIST. 
We'll give you a HAPPY 
ENDING to your HARD day 
Call for incall location 

www.escorti01.com 


*82-617-233-6304 


HAPPY HOLIDAY 
Only in town for a short 
wile, Hot Stornte 5'30 pro- 





HEADMASTER 
18yo swedish blond 
5'5 115 Ibs 34C-24-34 
Cum in my mouth not my 
hand satisfaction guaran- 
teed. IN/OUT. 24/7 


617-567-6272 
Hello KITTY!!! 


Sinful n Seductive. SABRI- 
NA..Tall n Tan.. Dancer Body ! 
28..Purrlect 36C 24 35. Long 
Long Legs. Willing n Wicked! 
Cumonova. MEOW! 93N/495 


617 797 6667 
HELP WANTED. 








HORNEY HONEY 
BLONDE 


Tight, Young, WET 20 yo 
Blonde waiting to ERUPT all 
over you. 57” 38D-22-36. Full 
service with a smile. CUM get it 
while it's HOT. Outcalls only. 
Early Bird Specials. Book now 
for the Holidays & New Years 


*82-781-354-9721 
HOT BODY 


18 y.0. 34C-22-34 115ibs. 
Looking to get Wet & wild w/the 
opportunity to provide complete 
pleasure. 24/7, In/Out 


*82-617-201-3046 





INDIA 
24yo 5'5” 130LBS. 34b-24-36. 
Exotic Indian/Venezuelan. GFE 
& GREEK. If you like it HOT In- 
dia has the Spice you crave 
Call for Incall location 
$125 donation 


*82-617-233-6913 
ITALIAN TINA 


18yo 5'5° 120Ibs. 36C-24-36 
providing the satisfaction a full 
GFE experience. Visual guar 
antee. Call for incall location 
Outcall avail 


*82-617-233-6304 
JLo 
New in town 


Puerto Rican/Boston 
New Sensation 
Absolutely Gorgeous 
19yo 34C-20-34 


617-427-9399 








JOY OF TOUCH 
Allow yourself to experi- 
ence the pleasure of a sen- 
sual, nuturing, loving mas- 


sage by a beautiful woman 
Somerville 


area. 
617-839-0641 





KINKY KIMBERLY 


New in town 
20yo 5” 100lbs. 34c-22-32 





82-61 7-233-6913 












LATIN BEAUTY 


Every fantasy & desire 
starts here. Hot Sexy young 
& petite. 5'3" 36c-21-34 
Call STACY. 24/7. in/Out 

617-869-0362 


LATIN FANTASY 
New in Town 

18yo exotic South Amer- 
can Latina wicurly brown 
hair. Ready to fulfill your 
needs, fetishes, & will keep 
you WARM aii the time. 
Outcall only. 24/7 


617-763-9057 


LEISURE 


STATION 
COMM AVE. 
Come try the Best Asian oil 
massage. We will provide a 
miraculous cure with an en- 
joyment of ease & comfort. 
Open 9am-lipm 7 days a 


week. 
617-388-3843 


LILIANA 

20yo Hispanic/African 
American Hottie wia 
PERFECT 10 BODY. I'm 
willing & waiting for you to 

my treats. 

HIPS 

Only 


ars 7-959-7105 





LONG LEGS 
GFE 5°11” dark Blonde, 36D- 
24-34 130Ibs. 24 y.o. Domina- 
tion, X dress or fetish play. 
Incalls and OutCalis. 


617-817-3707. 


www.mistressamara.com. 


LOOSE & WILD 


Take this horney steamy young 
brunette & put out her fire w. 
your HOSE. 19yo. 34c-22-34 
Outcall only. Can you tame this 
wild child 


82-617-201-3046 


MAURICE 
Hot Black Muscle boy. 12” 
python. 5'9° —_165ibs. 


Smooth aggresive & safe. If 


you want a time call 
24/7. So. End. in/out. 


617-442-0426 





MEGHAN 


A classic Irish American lady w 
maturity & intelligence. Auburn 
hair grey eyes. Excellent at 
Massage. Verified 


978-682-7776 
MILK CHOCOLATE 


Come and meet a very sexy pe- 
tite Island girl with perfect 
curves. Taste the wonders that | 
bring. 5°4” 115 lbs 34B-22-32 


*82 857-222-8029 








NATURAL DD’s 


New in town. I'l fulfill every 
BREAST MAN’s Fantasy. 
CUM play with these perky 
JUGGS. 5'5” 36DD-22-36 
Call LINDA. 24/7. In/Out 


617-388-2972 
NAUGHTY NURSE 


Kinky medical exam done in a 
private setting Cum get 





ealthy. Greek av’ 
Boston area 


774-249-3757 


NEAR WALTHAM 
BEST BODY RUB 
EVERYDAY 
10am-10pm. 


617-964-1948 


NIGHTMOVES 
All calls from $125 & up. 
Infout. 24/7. No. & So. 
Shore. W. Mass, the Cape, 
& other places. Call to see 
where the fun is. 


*82-617-763-5457 


ORIENTAL 
ANGEL 


100% full service 
Young & beautiful. Sweet & 
Lovely. Enjoy & relax w/a 
professional massage 


out 
*82-617-259-5523 


PERFECT 10 


New in town Brazilian Cut- 
ie. Sexy from head to toe. 
Real HOT & HORNEY. 
57” 34c-22-32. Call JAZ. 


PLUS SIZE 
BEAUTY 


Big girls have more fun. 
me 


$100 donation 
781-596-0473 





RASPBERRY 
19yo So American hottie 
Young!! HOT!! and REALLY 
WET. 36c-22-36. You'll have to 
WIPE your CHIN when your fin- 
ished. OutCail only. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 


RATED X- 
CLUSIVE 


617-833-8039 


The only call you need to 

make. LADIES AVAIL 24/7. 

Verifiable calls only 
www.ratedxclusive.com 





RELEASE ME 
All nude full body massage 
by sweet petite polege 
coed. 19yo. Kristy. 24/7. In- 
ame ont 


special 
61 7-31 8-3956 





SCHOOLZZZ OUT!!! 
'm new in town and sooo 
lonely!'Jessie.. 21, 5’ 2”, 34B 23 
33. Lng bi hr, Big blu eyz 
Luvs2Play!!Can U cumovan 
play?? My place..128N/ Rte. 3N 


781 795 4025 
SECRET DELIGHTS 


You have the KEY to my 
SECRET BOX. CUM & see if 
your GIANT KEY fits. OutCal 


only. 


24/7 
*82-617-201-3046 


SEXOHOLICS 
Mariah 5'7 120 34B-24-36 
Italian brunette 

to get broken in by 


617-567-6272 








spirited, sensual and si 
something, petite blonde 
In/Out No. shore. cohvenience 


_ SEXY & SASSY 


2male with long silky soft 





available 


*82 1-508-802-0129 





SHEMALE/ 
FEMALE 
FANTASY 


Why not have the best of 
both worlds?? Black. 19yo 
shemale. 21yo female. Ful- 
fil your fantasy. Love to 
have a 3some. Discreet So. 
End location. In/out 24/7 


617-938-1219 


SLUTTY YOUNG 
HAWAIIAN 


College girl ready to get 
loose & wild. 2 girl specials 
Call anytime. incall am 
Outcall pm. 24/7 


781-266-7123 


SMART IS SEXY 
LATINA FOR YOU 
High class, gorgeous, well 
educated, sexy, confident & 
beautiful 5'3” latina lady 
with long black hair, hazel 

eyes. 34c-26-36. For 
gentleman who require the 
highest standard in per- 
sonal service at any time 
CALL ME NOW!!! 

OL.COM 


*82-857-526-2082 





Snuggle Bunny !!! 
Heather!! Modei/Dancer.. 22 
GFE!Amazinggg Body!! 36D 23 
33. Lng bi hr.. Big bi eyzz 
LUV's2PLAY'!! **New in 
town..My pl. 93N/128 


617 694 9990 


SOOTHING 
ASIAN TOUCH 


CUM relax & release withis 
Chinese beauty. Let my 
hands explore your body till 
it EXPLODES. Jen. 24/7 
Incalls aes 

ial 


$50 Holiday spec 
617-980-9753 
STRAWBERRY 


18yo RIPE & READY female 
with Juices so Sweet you can 
taste it throughout the week 
34c-22-34. OutCall only. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 


SUNSHINE! 


My passion is pleasure. I’m 
a classy lady with a per- 
sonality too! Let me pamper 
you, Let's play I'm blonde 
un and Sexy. You won't 
be disappointed 
In/outcall 24/7 


*82-617-833-8059 


SUZY 
Petite Asian 5’-2” 
106 Ibs. 34B-22-32 
Dimensions 100% 

Guaranteed. 


Indepedent Escort. 


Outcall only. 24/7. 


Gentleman only!! 


617-424-1480 


SWEET SEXY 
NYMPHO 


18yo Swedish blonde col- 
lege student. IN/OUT. 24/7. 


*82-617-466-0640 





SYDNEY 


BACK N TOWN!! 
art. 40 


978-335-5143 





Rejuvenate with Orie 


pressure, Accupuct 











TAIWAN 


DREAMS 
BEST ASIAN 
MASSAGE. 


METRO BOSTON, 
NO. SO. SHORE. 
$80 donation. 
617-818-6251 





TATIANA 


Fresh yet sizzling busty 
Latina. X-porno film star 
New in town! Outcall only 
24/7. $1000 p/hr 
888-455-3331 or 
866-542-0496 





TOPLESS 


MASSAGE 
$35 special 
By a 18yo Brazilan beauty 
24/7. incalis only. 
Call Kristina 


617-918-3874 


VENEZUELAN 
TREAT 


Cum taste me. Tease me & 
please me. |'m at your feet 
Then I'll lick your meat 
Barely legal 18yo. 5'3 
110ibs. 36c-24-34. Petite & 
hot. In/Outcall. 24/7 $35 
holiday special 


617-918-3956 





VICTORIA ** LATIN 
BEAUTY 


ncalls only 


617-501-4335 


YOUNG & 


BEAUTIFUL 
GUARANTEED 
| am here to serve your 
wants & needs. If sounds 
good to you. Just give me a 
call. Outcalls 


646-421-1817 





Adult Massage 





Asian Wellness 
Center 

Tired? Stressed? In Pain? 

ntal Acu- 


& Japa- 








Shiatsu Massagé 


10pm, 7 Days a Week. Call be- 


fore 8PM. Private 


Parkin 





Rear. 390 Pleasant Street, Rt 
60, Malden, MA 02148 


781-324-6888 


CANDLEIGHT 
ENCOUNTERS 


Close your eyes and get 
tantalized by our very 
unique and sensual touch 
We guaranteed the ending 
won't leave you disap- 
pointed. By apt. only 
617.783.1993 


Chinese Style 
The best Massage pres- 
sure point Qi Gong for re- 
laxation. Near Chinatown 


617-669-5357 


MASSAGE 


Chinese massage for your 


relaxation 
617-777-7082 
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THE BEAUTIES UNDER OUR Tree 
Ae wWAenTYy BUT WiCe 


"82-617-777-8888 





Call 866 840-2604 or 781 210-4708 


For Father Freponse email pieture 


MNesmodeisiaci.com 












Massage Th erapy s _ Come treat your body right... 
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88 Pleasant St.,Pawtucket,R.I. | AER © Dry Sauna 
401-728-1700 Ye © Body Shampoo 


Phone Fantasy 
Full Steam Room & Dry Sauna L © Oriental Style Body Rub 


Op EN é, DAYS A WEEK : Body Shampoo + Bodywork i PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


10AM-12MIDNIGHT * WALK-INS WELCOME Swedi : | 
wedish & Shiatsu Massage 401.276.6655 
76 Derry St. Providence, RI Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week + On Street Parking | | gtqp 375 Admirol Sesto 
DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, | Providence, RI 


ho W S¥. Wi Me vo 4 Ole. Cae 3 1 ©) DD Ga) OF. 4 OE | Bi From Providence-Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp to School ry Y i 
Street. Take Right at first light onto Division St. At 2nd light ve Tour noney 
take Right onto Pleasant St. : a Bunny for the Helidaysiil 
_From Boston-Take Exit 27-Take Right onto George St. ts } , 
Yes i ne Pen Then First Right ‘afyY ~=— Now in Stock: 


From 95 North Exit 23 State Offices -bear right on Orms «take a right : 
on Douglas sfirst right on Whipple sright on Oregon behind building —- hill onto Pleasant St. » The oe 


Take a right before the cab company 
Starting Nov. 8th * Limo Service Available 


3416 14Oon 333-3100 , , wb 1-891 -6060 

(401) 351-1013 je | Swedish Shiatsu + Body Scrub gam LIFESTYLES 
Pfc, | LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS ea Many Sat 

D OWNTOWN S P A 1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. North Providence, RI 


Same Bidg as Custom House OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME MYSTIQU E 


Dungeor 
Cushcarin From 95N, Take exit 23 to Rte. 146 to the Mineral Spring Ave 
© STEAM & DRY SAUNA house ST. % exit, take Left onto Mineral Spring. Building is on corner of: 
Mineral Spring and Woodward Rd. 
¢ BODY SHAMPOO site: 2 
From 95S, Take exit 24 (Branch Ave.), take Right onto Branch Greater-Boston's PREMIER 
atly hoe ae | 


* RELAXATION MASSAGE , exit 21 A Ave, go 7 lights to Woodward Rd. and take a right. Go to end of galt ang ~ ee ee 

¢ WALK IN SERVICE Pe a t Woodward to Mineral Spring Ave - building is on the left. - Genuine Domina & Submisel 
B : - - e STARTING NOVEMBER 8TH - LIMO SERVICE AVAILABLE. (781) 388- 9990 

® OPEN 7 DAYS CALL FOR DETAILS e PG rages pm pa a 


Model 


» UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND NEW staFF-| [__ SR oe 2" ORIENT ‘AT GARDEN Sp rN 


(401) S53-SBOO sis & ceva oaione] RaMGs cgue’2eceseeee | WITH THIS COUPON $20 OFF 1 HOUR 


One Custom House Street 4% Floor Providence Ri pencteeks/ATM 877 US LOVER 770 N.Main Street « Providence 
Open 7 Days a week 10am to Midnight 


DO C ‘ DA 4h 1 + “] | ° Dry Sauna ¢ Steam Sauna Branch Ave. 
| | ) | ONE UR Wye) |* Body Rub + Walk-in Service aoe 
wait * Body Shampoo i 


Body Rub ¢ Body Shampoo ¢ Dry Sauna « Showers | |@; | _ IDIREGTIONS: From Boston: 95 § To Exit 
24, Left-onto Branch Avenue, Right onto & et 


sd 2 + 
Walk-in Service N. Main St.,.Right onto Livingston St. Livingston St. 
From Providence: 96 W To Ext 24, Fight qGriontal PX 


: Directions: | 
24 a) ey eet i eee. , Se ied ee 
Take exit 21 - Atwells Ave. i STRICTLY HOT SEX 
Ist Floor, Sigsnees Wem 9B iid Loca oxreLine 401.621 ‘8609 
Providence RI = | Reh on Wim one 1-888-599-DATE 


HOOK UP TONIGHT! PP OOD: SOD: SUD: SOG: “US: 4 


401 2740 3773 tidee exit 21 - Service Road #8 ng pei 0 WAN SKUCK WE LLN = $$ 
i CENTER 


Directions: 
From 95 South -Exit 23 sleft at Ist light onto Admiral left at next light 
onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon 


The Hopper 


eds UMO}UMO 


ONS UleEW YON 


Turn Right on Broadway Mama Theresa’s & 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Remi’s Nightclub. 
. (401 ) 27404774 Turn Right on Dorrance St. Parking 1/2 block away, 
zz Turn Right on Westminster St. near Dunkin Donuts. Bodywork © Reflexology 
RHODE ISLAND'S Accupressure * Dry Sauna 
Steam Sauna * Showers & Fitness 


z 
Exotica , 4 NEWEST Directions 1 Entrance in front 
ome : . . GENT EN'S From 95N: Take route | 46r ee t 23 to next to video store 
i: LEM re Granch Avenue ext 
ey 1 Take 95N to exit 24 (Branch Ave. exi = 
NE b wer 


Over 70 zones of content" 


www.exoticazone.com 
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uf {{:2% 147 THOMPSON RD., 
so lve cat All Nude W@W 


Twit fee WEBSTER, MA 

n hpantd J RTE. 395, EXIT 1 

DIRECTIONS: (code:3300) 1-888-41 PLACE 

Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 181-860-1385 OPEN 7 DAYS 12-1AM 

i endeg e = | SHOWDPLACE «ne coves serone 6 
PRIMA Armee e 


sU\i mee |\Claristenas comes carly to Mavio%! 
PENS ULIG Lou a Sy eee . sPreticgtcnber 
BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET et : ae . TRIPLE XXX PORN STAR 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, RI ' 


(401) 941-9901 3. sts ’; . | CRYSTAL GUNNS 


PLUS 
THE TEXAS BARBIE 


_BARBIE Lie nina 3 





Happy Holidays From The 


SPORTSMANS GENTLEMAN'S CLUB Biiessg \ SY 
, NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY «I Otter at, 2 on 


AT TI HE Ne OW F FA J 
Friday Dec. 31 Oe “BREAST & EGGS” BREAKFAST BUFFET! DON’T MISS IT! 
PARTY FAVORS - CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


oe ATM nours | SPORTSMANS nm 
COVER : NO eon LOW RATES ON ROO MS 
r ape ip aeM-2AM | CALL FOR OUR LOW WEEKLY fs ess RATES 
TILL GPM er=) 2 401°751-113 
122 FOUNTAIN STREET PROVIDENCE, RI 401-751-1133 DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 


pre Uy Dancers 
mana | Wanted 3 : 
RHODE ISLAND'S WANTED! 


f BOSTON’s PREMIERE AGENCY BEAUTIFUL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
Exotic NEWEST is seeking attractive 


SENSUAL PRIVATE LINGERIE / NUDE MODELING 

Dancers [i GENTLEMEN'S pie eee CATERING TO ROLEPLAYING , FANTASIES, 
CLUB FETISHES & CROSSDRESSING 

Bachelor Parties CALL 


RETAIL SALES OF UNIQUE pogeny ' 
BODY STOCKINGS , LINGERIE , BS&&M OUTFITS 
Birthday Parties 1-877-433- 





237 FaRK Ave, RT 9 333 E. @tumBus Ave, STE 17 
2 & 3 gin shows!!! =n 


ns WORCESTER, MA SPRINGFIELD , MA 
| COME JOIN OUR FUN LOVIN GIRLS AT CHEATERS (508) 753.3796 (413) 731.8826 
866 a FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE’S BEST! PRESENT THIS COUPON 
: ¢ HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT FOR YOUR NEXT 10% OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OR $5 OFF YOUR PRIVATE MODELING SHOW 
892-8104 io mel FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! — 
+ SPORTS BAR ! 


Www, me §6=— COVER ONLY SS FRI&SAT @ 
AltEntertainmen 
com 


245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 Over 70 zones of content 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Allens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left « Easy To Get To! 
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Walk-In Service 

7 days a week 10am-12pm 
112 Union St.- ist Floor | 
(Telephone Building) 


Providence, R.I. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound [Directions from 1-95 Northbound 















Take exit 21 — Atwells Ave. Take exit 21 — Service Road #8 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. Turn Right on Dorrance St. 

Turn Right on Westminster St. Turn Right on Westminster St. 


Turn Right on Union St. Turn Right on Union St. 
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Erosphere Adult Personals 
































































































































































lo listen or fespond, call 617-976-758 7 caicosts $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 
not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 
BONDAGE FREAK WATCH ME WATCH YOU COME FIND ME ORALLY PLEASE ME — COCOA SENSATION RU or" A WILD DISCREET AFFAIR LITTLE GUY FOR FUN 
Women Seeking ex it ng, inventive 
Men sd £ B14 
MALE OR FEMALE, YOUR = T 44 : : a 
PLACE : 
" THE THINGS | CAN DO aptaaea ASNSMLGUA at YOUNG ROOKIE 
Hs WITH MY LEGS San ach t : BACK FROM HEAVEN SEASON TICKETHOLDER 
LOOKING FOR A cing xf he : tly t : 
SPANKER y.. Make your fantasy gate: se 984 ex, 
4474 (exp 1/13/! ATTRACTIVE, cure; gentlemen only ape ' 
INTELLIGENT, ASSERTIVE 72931 (exp:05/0€ xf : aTeone Dewy ess (MARRIED AND DISCREET 
- | NEED A MASSAGE BOTTOM SHOOTING BLANKS atural 38Ds and a na am marred an 
DAMN | STAY WET 1277 (ex edbvidhes ‘ 4 es fron iim 
SAFE/SANE DOMME 71105 (ex ; Nay Fiscanic wiele tr dara NO HEAD Games 
VF, 4 rvy ng black 8-3 te er 1 ar 1 WM ok 
co : iv Villir and try 
e JS to ex y sexual 
NAUGHTINESS Si n.799596 (exe ially Cae BOVIS ast 
29 cial , y-educa e, ar 
| WANT TO BE YOUR Y p ; x x 
KURIOUS KITTY KEYHOLDER tADOCTORS 7 3 SEARCHING ON THE 
ooking for a real natu: IN onstant f BIGGER THE BETTER Rg ye ae 
Tv k 1 dark-skinned. 140|bs ex 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE npod looting, i acest oncinead its getting plow : 
RN DOMME yent, not t 6" ar To027 y moan and groa k e. , 
ire : T piss “CALL 1-888-281-4502 
ut IT TO MY 
BEAUTIFUL, SEXY nly $1.69/mir é yy 
. CUM ON ME Rng rare stort mewhat travele 
PLAY WITH ME PLEASE a Seeki CHRISTMAS BILLS FOR WOMEN ONLY 
oor Women jentieman Would ike to meet ras bansoal snanenben ak : 
COME ONE, COME ALL for mutually rev yt bal apturous jus, ye 
ph vacious young blonde int HANDSOME AND HORNY 1254(exp:12/3 have all your er ut intelli- 
UNDER SEXED rl pla hot lad MANGsOMe aNd Ys ONY : Tv: 
BIG GIRL WANTS TO iB tf msit ad 
LEARN ocear ; as ARE YOU A REAL MAN? 
FRIENDS OR MORE / ‘ T y ¢ 
TEACH ME TONIGHT. a must. N 
osc free as W moki PLEASE ey , SEXUALLY BORED 
Breyer he ade HUSBAND 
| NEED DISCIPLINE = proach to BDSM sus... NOTE WORTHY Sigg Rae Bes Sill! Tec 
e : SASSY, SEXY WOMAN ; ‘ a B14 
) | SEEKS & : —! 
NEED MASTER TO TEACH infu! end. sinc inna ~. % ; fa hes . ates eng, | sagens 
ME . y and smart exp 3/17/08 cA vera CL LET'S PLAY 3iWM, 32, bottor 
BEND OVER BOYFRIEND ease. 4431 : Amy ids , i how w ; 
K but HIGH NOON i xioned mid 
| WANT TO BE YOUR S&M PARTNER ' 
KEYHOLDER nant, attractive, healthy To 
oe Al al, DWM GWM FOR GBM OR HM 
T K x ‘ Je/blue n/Eng 
¥ a y ORAL exp 1/13/5 - 4m 100k 
: iia Men Seeking Men facia 
pi t. Bo ae Many of va ace in wip 71439 (ex 
= & én in ard k section are Courtesy o' 
Ee ees SENSUOUS AND SEXY Bn OE g 
BLACK BBW SEEKS WM rourgla pable me worship at the me 
ve HOT WET BRIT GIRL snimagins ure. & 
— oe BosTOn 
TY nev Bo S 
Tv gressive sex YOU ‘CANNOT’ IMAGINE LOOKING FOR A GOOD 
Creative ciel us SWF, Soyer A web site where men meet 
ly me lete profile: 
A BRIEF ENCOUNTER ‘ and photos goto eae: 
SWEETEST TABOO 4M @ gorgeous brunette, pe www.m4m-usa.com 
Jorg ) This site has one purpose 
oc ave to help you get off now! wt 
. SHE NEEDS MORE ia 9050 (ext KEEP IN SHAPE? fy contact a if 
2 ORAL 4 WOMEN 40-55 work out and keer v x 
Cc Jer, SWM, 5'4 will fulfill y 
tall, wild, attr LOVE THE 
WHAT AM | DOING? keep up, let me fulfil your fan NICE AND EASY EXPERIENCE 
es a what [arr ee Mamie cas ates ae SUGAR DADDIES ve, ha y en-minded 
| AM GORGEOUS av steer be Ny A ry ln 
FANTASY LOVER t want try : brown eyes, giant natura ae 
7 y ene en breasts, and a desire to please sausage 
k you. Please be a smart, literate 1393 (exp 2 
’ ay your ge who pars leather, likes 
0 this a lot, bu Ye oa4 lee sts. into Dis spanking, anal INTELLECTUALLY CRISP FIREMAN IN NEED OF 
C B12 Ae and oral. | just want to make Seeking a wonderful womer <a 
SUB/SWITCH LOOKING you happy!4467 (exp 1/13) who's happy, affectionate, look , 24, LAID BACK. AND OUTER ees OF 
GENT EME Bd. DOM ing to be treated right. | trave “OUTGOING NO AL 
E L N: sted COME GET A TASTE try new things, and am some k ye Shinde DING Yor @ Mar 
LET'S PLAY FOOTSIE ‘ Bee " y SWF, 32, 5’5" Smart, open-minded girl looking what active. | stay healthy so | dt c | am laid i Bee 
P dantante, xt at tte. ¢ ico ody, 34C Seeks to see who bites! 31 yr old red can drink vodka and hemped ok spend time go- 
: oe for K SWM. 30+ Avs 2a iprocal oral head with a fiery temper and lim 34, fit educated, gainfully ids. | am seek 
i389 ‘ gener m fun, possible LTR. Enjoys exhi cutting sense of humor seeks employed, nicely endowed, a } ( milar to me to 
is at 3 Sincere y bitionism. 4089 (exp 12/30, honest, adventurous, confident little slappy and tight on the bot fied til you are. 1098 (exp 1 have fun and take it easy. 
os ands. 24479 (ex exo 1/13 05) : male. 4426 (exp:01/07/05) tom. 1256(exp:01/07/05) 13/5) 1473 (exp 1/20) 


Check out even more EROSPHERE ADULT PERSONALS at adult.bostonphoenix.com 
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Erosphere Adult Personals 





To listen or respond using your credit card, call 800-314-7958 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 


SEX OR LOVE 

| am in my late 20s, currently 
managing a Home Depot. So | 
am both biue and white collar 

can travel all over New Eng 
land. Location is not a problem 
for me. | seek either, “Mr. Right” 
or Mr. Right Away. | like making 
love or role playing. Biue collar 
uniform scenes, guys in suits 


9312 (exp 2/30/5) 


TOTAL BOTTOM 
I'm a total bottom. Like to suck 
you off, give rim jobs, and take 
it. Not into guys sucking me off 
Like to kiss, touch and be sen 
sual, but sometimes hot man to 
man is great too. Looking for to- 
tal tops. I'm very open-minded 
Like men of varied sizes and 
ethnic backgrounds. Just be 
confident with yourself. 83829 


(exp 1/27/5) 


CURIOUS BIG MAN 

| am looking for my first gay ex 
perience. | would like to be 
taught how to please another 
man. Looking for boyish type 
slim, hairless or shaven, that | 
could watch or be taught. & 
1302 (exp 1/20/5 


MEN AND WOMEN 
| would like to meet new men to 
get together sometimes and 
have good clean sex. Have not 
done this yet, and know | would 
like it. Please give me a call if 
you're interested in doing this 


1242 (exp 1/6/5) 


WHATEVER YOU LIKE 

is what | like. | am 49, hand 
some, healthy, professiona 
and very cooperative, whether 
you are straight, bi or fem, and 
have your own place. | will ar. 
rive and leave you smiling tv 
9601 (exp 2/24/5 


LET'S GIVE EACH OTHER 
PLEASURE 

White male, good looking and 

very well-endowed. | have nev 

er had any complaints. | am 

very oral and try just about any 

thing. Not really into pain! & 


1178 (exp 1/6/5) 


JUST CURIOUS 
30-year-old, straight, clean cut 
boyish male looking to experi 
ment. Looking for safe discreet 
encounters. | want an older, ed- 
ucated top quality male. Be a 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. %9962 (exp 1 


13/5) 


WILLING AGAIN 
WM, in shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. | love hav 
ing fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh. | 
don't’ play mind games, and | 
don't lead people on if there is 
nothing there. Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there 


1315 (exp 1/6/5) 


YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL 
OF... 

if you're looking for someone 
who is up for anything then 
drop me a line. | 'm a very like- 
able person and fun to hang out 
with. I'm looking for someone 
that just wants to have a good 
time. Hang out, laugh, talk, chill 
and more. 81316 (exp 1/6/5) 


CURIOUS FOR FUN 
Very outgoing guy, very curi 
ous. Like to watch and be 
watched. Athietic. Looking for 
someone equally curious, non 
forcetul, who enjoys phone and 
watching or being watched. & 


1349 (exp 1/7/5) 


IT’S SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 
| need to get off, no matter what 
time of day or where it is, | just 
need it, | know you know what | 
mean! | just want straight up 
free sex, with anyone that 
wants to get off and just enjoys 


it! 1350 (exp 1/6/5) 


ON A REGULAR BASIS 
Are you a married, bi, or clos 
eted masc guy that is looking 
for a connection is safe, dis 
creet, disease free, and open to 


meet on a reguiar basis? Prov 
Area. This way it is just you, me 
and your partner (if you have 


one). 1354 (exp 1/6/5 





WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 
| will! DWM, Italian, hung 


squeaky clean, d/d-free. in 
monogamous relationship with 
fiance who has low sex drive. | 
live alone, very safe, sane, fun 
individual. ISO j.0. buddy for oc 
casional release. Pref. married 
males, any race, bi or bi-cur 
ous, who love to receive oral 
and don't get it at home like me. 
Please be very clean, d/d-free. 
Have you fantasized about see- 
ing your wite with other men? 
I've done it. Let's talk about it 
and get off. 1265 (exp 1/20/ 
05) 


GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straighVgay/Bi, who en 
joys receiving great oral. No re- 
ciprocation necessary. | have 


place. Mass South Shore area 
1090(exp. 2/17/05) 


SEXY CROSSDRESSER 
Tall, slim, safe and clean. Very 
discreet, a little on the kinky 
side and tend to be more sub- 
missive. Seeking older, mature 
dorm daddy type guys who like 
little sissy boys. %8838(exp 
01/21/05 


EXTREMELY Bi- 
CURIOUS, MARRIED 
61", 175ibs, lean to aver 
age build, black hair, brown 
eyes, good-looking, sin 
cere, 45, very anxious to 


meet a patient, open, sin 
cere friend or friend(s) to 
explore my bisexual curi 
osities with. 88622 (exp 1 


15/05) 


WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 


http://classifieds 
.bostonphoenix.com/ 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


i 


LIFE IS FOR MAKING 
LOVE 
People say |'m quiet but in the 
bed room I'm aggressive and 
love all kinds of straight sex 
Want someone who | may be 
friends with both in and out of 
the bedroom, D/D free as | am 
| like all kinds of sex and would 
like a partner who also does. 


1472 (exp 1/20) 


LOOKING TO LEARN 
Experienced Mistress wanted 
for developing relationship in 
the B&D and possibly Sam 
scene with a new sub. Gentle- 
ness and understanding, lot of 
patience and respect. Take it 
slow, e-mail exchange and chat 
before moving to play. Trust 
worthy. 1447 (exp 1/20) 


VOLUPTUOUS SBF 
Large, very voluptuous 
SBF, seeking very single 
women, 20-41, who are 


very very sexually adven- 
turous and experimental 


4223 (exp 1/20/5) 


S & M SESSION PLEASE 
43-year-old MWF looking for a 
first time relationship with a 
woman where my husband can 
watch. | am 5'9" with long red 
hair, 36-29-38. | am submissive 
like toys, strap ons, spanking 
and oral. Be 35-50, attractive 
and experienced. No profes- 
sionals please. Look forward to 
hearing from you. #1389 (exp 
1/20/5) 


WHEN | WANT IT 
| am Bisexual who loves to have 
sex with men and womer 
have a boyfriend but | need 
something a little more exciting 
| don't want a long term rela 


tionship, | just want to be able to 
get what | want when | want it 
1356 (exp 1/6/5) 








THE RIGHT WOMAN 
I'm very interested in meeting 
someone discreetly. Want to 

t to know the right person 

ome friends, then satisfy my 
bi-curious thoughts. Can you be 
the one? Looking for someone 
around my own age who is not 
pushy and will be open and 
honest. 1318 (exp 1/6/5 


LET’S HAVE FUN! 
| want to have fun with and 
maybe without the spouse 
ooking for someone who loves 
to have sex for fun, and pos- 
sibly enjoys watching, then join: 
ing in. 1319 (exp 1/6/5) 


NEED TO BE TAUGHT 
Just Very Curious, Seeking to 
be taught. | am a mature BiF 
who would like to broaden my 
experiences. | tend to be some- 
what dominant with women but 
also like to be dominated on oc- 
casion. | am looking for another 
bisexual female who is experi- 
enced in the S&M lifestyle. & 


1129 (exp 1/6/05) 
EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE 
TOP 


ISO playful bottom for occa 
sional all-out mischief and ma’ 

hem. You be between 35- 

physically/mentally and emo 
tionally capable of playing hard 
and having fun. | am non 
monogamous, looking for 1-2 
extra (healthy) playmates. Al 
scenes negotiated, all limits re 


spected. 1102 (exp 1/6/5 


ARE YOU A SEXY 
WOMAN? 

am a college student looking 
to have some fun with a hot 
woman or a group of women 
| am looking for a hot, sexy, and 
beautiful woman of any race. f 
9711 (exp 12/23) 


COMING OUT 
GWF, 40, outgoing femme, new 
to scene, seeks soft butch to 
show me the ropes, around 
town, Boston. Adventurous 
“switch,” athletic, educated, into 
Harleys. Exchange photos. ® 


9142 (exp 12/23) 


WANNA PLAY? 

Short and sexy 32 yr old dirty 
girl brunette with stunning biue 
eyes, a great butt, and an ad- 
venturous spirit seeks short 
pods | dirty-minded girl. | love to 
watch my girl with others. Also 
into toys, latex, candies, wax 
porn, role play, and body mod. 
ification. 1045 (exp 12/23) 


CUTE LIL SUBBIE 
GRRAL SEEKS 
MISTRESS 
Obedient 20 yr old sub grrri 
with beautiful dark green 
eyes and short biack hair 


seeks intelligent, dominant 
mistress, 25-35, to admin- 
ister spankings and have 
puppy play. 4427 (exp 1 
20/05 


COLLEGE GIRL 
Tall, spontaneous redhead, 21 
curvy seeking tall, friendly 
smart female, 20-30. Into oral 
spanking and toys. 4435 (exp 
1/20/05) 


BI-CURIOUS 
Sexy Puerto Rican beauty 
seeking a first time adventure 
with a female. I'm very bi-cun- 
ous and D/D-free of course. | 
want to explore my other side 


with you. 9636 (exp 1/20/05) 


PROV. COUPLE SEEKS 
FEMALE 

We are very sexually active with 
each other and often fantasize 
verbally adout ag a woman 
into our bedroom. We are look 
ing for a discreet, hot and homy 
bi-sexual young woman who 
would like fo meet up for some 
safe fun. 81474 (exp 1/20) 


DISCREET ENCOUNTERS 
| am 48, MM looking to meet 
women or couples 44-55, for no 
attachment fun. 11470 (exp 1 
20) 


SUBMISSIVE PLEASURE 
We are a couple noone for a 
submissive female for play, i.e. 
anything ag We're looking 
for an athletic ‘ype soft curvy, 
hair, eye color doesn't matter 
Please be Caucasian and ob 

to 








viously clean, and willi ) 
submit herself for our pleasure 
1440 (exp 1/13/5) 





COUPLE SEEKS ROUTINE 
PLAYMATE(S) 

We are a very sane, relaxed 
couple that love everything 
sexual! We like building a spe- 
cial sexual friendship with 
someone that allows us to ex 
plore and have fun whenever 
the mood strikes. Nothing beats 
pect your spouse get off 

especially with the same sex 
Bi-curious are invited. 71433 


(exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE SEEKING THIRD 
Fit, white collar, early thirties 
couple. Highly educated, lives 
in Boston area. Attractive, dis 
creet female to share intimate 
encounters. 11434 (exp 1/6/5) 


AND THEN THERE WERE 3 
Us: ‘normal’ straight couple 
looking to live a little on the wild 
side. Clean and discreet, you 
be the same. This can't be 
Stressed enough. We are look- 
ing for a woman who can go 
from friend to partner and then 
back to friend Understanding 
we are NEW at this. No pros 
No men! 1437 (exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE OR MALE 
Happily MC looking for another 
adventurous couple to share 
the journey with us. She is a 
BBW. Your must a couple or a 
select single submissive male 


1432 (exp 1/13/5) 


FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. Cou 
ples and single women in 
vited. N/S, casual and sen 
sual atmosphere. (Jewish 
couples or ladies, there will 
be a special party on X-mas 
night.) 8258 (exp 1/6/5) 


PATIENTLY WAITING 
Seductive, sensual couple in 
great shape and health seek bi- 
sexual men and women, 25+ 
and cross dressers for role play. 
oral, anal and spankings. Must 
be drug and alcohol free 
24438 (exp 1/27/5) 


SEDUCE US 
We are a happily married 
couple. He works and goes to 
college, she works and will be 
back in school next fall. We are 
seeking women, aged 27-35, 
willing to do almost we. 
She loves to watch him wif 
others and participate from time 
to time. No commitments, just 
sex and fun. Please, no drugs. 
We practice safe sex at all 


times. 71359 (exp 1/6/5) 


HIPPY MEETS PUNK 
We are 12 piercings, one 
head full of dreads, four tat- 
toos, one cool place in JP. 
one excellent cat, book lov- 
ers, toke lovers. He likes 
black and red, she likes 
She's more 


rainbows 
“yes,” he's more “no.” You 
are slim, healthy, uniquely 
beautiful, fond of boys and 
girls, a little bondage, and 
maybe a newcomer like 


us? 1360 (exp 1/6/5) 





EXPERIMENTAL 
| will try anything once, race un- 
important, like groups. Bigger is 
better for her, soft and wet is 
nice for me. Please contact us 
can host occasionally. 1361 


(exp 1/6/5) 
WE WANT THE RIGHT 


COUPLE 
Married con exercise regu- 
larly, SM, BiF, looking for good 


old-fashioned fun with the right 
people. Passionate, open-mind 
ed, and spontaneous. Looking 
for a couple that is sincere, hon- 
est, and clean, preferably a 
friendship. No BiMs please, but 
BiF a plus! 9651 (exp 2/24/5) 


MARRIED WHITE COUPLE 
MWC, he's 56, bi, she’s 50 
small, petite, in search of black 
gentleman who is in shape, bi 
and well endowed to join us. 3 
miles north of Boston area. & 


1110 (exp 1/20/5) 


LET'S MEET FOR SOME 
FUN 
Are you ready? We are an at 
tractive, well educated, and 
sensual couplé looking for a 
playmate.” We would like 
to be attractive, sensual and. ¢ 
course, D/D free! 71355 ( 











ATTRACTIVE Bi MALE FOR 
COUPLE 
Attractive, friendly, well en 
dowed, D/D free, somewhat 
submissive bi male, seeks at- 
tractive couple- man and wom- 
an, and/or dominant female for 


friendly adventurous erotic fun 
1394 (exp 3/2/5) 


COUPLES 
Couples and single females 
meet w/couples in private 
home. D/D free, N/S, bi a + 
Race unimportant. 4288 (exp 


2/3/05) 


BLISSFUL PLAY 
45 and 49 year old couple 
seeks 21+ submissive male for 
BDSM play. Be our houseboy 
slave! Whips, flogging, electri- 
cal, etc. We are experienced 
and down-to-earth people 
Honesty is respected. 1066 


(exp 2/10) 


STRAIGHT COUPLES 
We are looking for a fe- 
male. You and my wife will 
masturbate while | watch 
My wife wants to talk to you 


on our voice greeting. See 
what she has to say. Please 
be D/D free. 1094 (exp 
12/16) 


xn 

SEEKING COUPLE 
SWM, 6 ft, 47, 165 Ibs 
brown hair/green eyes 
neat, clean and discreet 
Seeks couple for friendship 
and intimate encounters 
4588 (exp 01/05/05) 





COUPLES 
and single women. Thought 
about swinging but not 
sure? Off premise Friday 
evening lounge/dance par 


ties. On premise Saturday 
evening house parties. No 
pressure, just terrific peo- 
ple. All limits respected. & 
9602 (exp 4/22/05) 





LOOKING FOR MS SEXY 
| am a mature WM who is en- 
thralled by the sight of a sexy 
TV/TS. | Become very sexually 
aroused and want to have 
more. Looking for a passionate 
sexy well built TV/TS who en- 
joys all the pleasures of a good 
healthy sex relationship. & 


1446 (exp 1/20) 


HERE GOES NOTHING 
I'm looking for some fun times 
with a good looking passabie 
tranny, hopefully on hormones 
with breasts but not exactly nec- 
essary. I'm a SWM, fit, attrac- 
tive, clean, no STDs, and play 
safe. You be too. Let's trade 


pictures. 1469 (exp 1/20) 


TALL BODYBUILDER 
Hot body builder.Seeks finan- 
cially stable men for hot fun 


Currently in college. ® 
1250(exp:1/7) 
S.E. MASS TV 


SW bi-tv, 45, long grown hair 
Looking to meet attractive SF or 


TV for possible It.® 
1261(exp:01/14/05) 


HELP ME BE TRANS 
| am a male looking to be- 
come a transexual. | need 
someone who can get me 
dressed up and maybe 
even have some fun. | live 


in Everett and | am 18 
years old. | like to have sex 
with other transexuals and 
even other men. %9892 
exp 1/13/5) 


CUDDLY GUY FOR TV/TS 
| am a little cuddly guy looking 
for fun times. | am safe and 
sane. | am looking for a TV or 
TS for fun times. Non-smoking 
is preferred but will tolerate it 
for the right gir. 11438 (exp 1 


13/5) 








LOADS OF SATIN 

| need to find a TV to have fun 
with. | am 25, into some dress- 
ing up. | like satin pantyhose: 
smoking, etc. into real time 
meetings for rubbing and kiss- 
ing episodes. 11307 (exp 1/6 
5 


GENDER DOESN'T 
MATTER 
Most of my friends would say | 
have an easy-going personality 
| love sex with any sex. | like my 
artners to tell me what they 
ike in the bedroom. | enjoy one 
on one or a 3way or a group 


1305 (exp 12/30) 


MEN AND WOMEN 
| would like to meet new men 
and women, get together some- 
times and have good clean sex 
| would like to try having sex 
with a man since | never had 
before. Also some fun with oth- 
er women with no strings at- 


tached. 21242 (exp 12/30) 


LET'S DO IT RIGHT 
39-year-old, looking for both 
male/female sex partners. | love 
to give and receive oral and | 
would love to receive anal for 
the first time. | like the feeling of 
a man/she-male. 71300 (exp 


WN13/5 


TELL ME WHAT TO DO 
MWM who is very bi curious. | 
like to be told what to do in bed 
Looking for TV, pre-op to ex- 
periment with on a reguiar ba- 
sis. Cannot host but willing to 
travel. 1304 (exp 12/30 


| HAVE TS/TV FANTASIES 
| am willing to fill your fantasy. | 
am D/D free, a clean person 
and expect the same. Willing to 
travel 20 miles from Boston 
area. Boston metro west is pre- 
ferred. Confidentiality assured. 
No strings attached and expect 
the same. One night stand may 
be ok. No meetings at alternate 
clubs. Should be Teminine look- 
ing and functional. #1299 (exp 


1/6/5) 


FANTASIES ARE FUN 
So, let's actually do it. | am 49 
healthy, handsome, and would 
love to do it your way. Let's talk 
and make life great fun on your 
schedule at your piace. 1388 


(exp 1/20/5) 


HOT YOUNG DOMME 
Strict, sexy, young, sadistic 19- 
year-old domme, turn-ons in- 
clude BD/SM, foot fetishes, hu- 
miliation, verbal abuse, CBT, 
cross-dressing. Seeking subs to 


worship my body and my mind 
4463 (exp 2/3/5) 


MY FIRST TIME 
Looking for my first time bottom 
| love sex, but I'm more inter- 
ested in short-term relation- 
ships. I'm bi-curious, interested 
in exploring sex with another 
she-maie or pre op transexual 
Looking for someone who can 
be discreet. | do consider my 
self kinky. 21357 (exp 1/6/5) 


INTIMATE GET- 
TOGETHERS 
DWM seeking CD, TV, or TS. | 
am in my 40s, 5'11", 185ibs 
slim, trim, clean_and_ discreet 
Seeking a sexy TV, CD, or TS 
for intimate get-togethers. & 


1362 (exp 1/6/5) 


VERY OPEN-MINDED 
24 year old male, extremely 
open-minded and down for 
pe ak, I'm looking for hot fun 
with TV/TS/CD. On the south 
shore. | will travel. #1363 (exp 
1/6/5) 


NINA THE SEXY TV 
I'm a closet TV. I'm looxing to 
dress with other TVs; be girlies 
ogee Looking for a sexy gir- 
ly TV who loves stockings, sus- 
penders, silky panties, heels 
short skirts, just like me. 1366 


(exp 2/6/5) 


BRING ME A TV AND I’LL 
DIE A HAPPY MAN 
Curious and seeking adventure 
for first time with_a TV/CD 
Seeking feminine TV for dis: 
creet encounter. Prefer 5’5” or 

less. 71190 (exp 1/13/5) 


INCREASE MY FANTASIES 
| am a 39-year-old male who is 
curiously looking to increase my 
sexual fantasies and desires 
with a man or woman. | am very 
sensual and caring and love to 
have sex, watch sex and pro 
vide stimulations. | am looking 
for someone who shares strong 
sexual desires and interests 
enjoy teasing and pleasing . 
1192 (exp 1/13/5 


TRAVELER FOR 

ENCOUNTERS 
A midwest guy who travels the 
country on business looking for 
fun. Would love to hook up and 
try new, fun, exciting, and dan 
gerous things with the right per 
son/people. Casual encounters 
with safe, fun folks looking for 
the same. 1188 (exp 1/27/5 


PANTIES AND FULL SLIPS 
AWUST 
I'm a cross dresser who loves 
panties and anything soft, love 
full slips too |'m a little new and 
need loving touches from a 
cross dresser like me. I'm look- 
ing for a cross dresser over fifty 
that loves to dress up. 1181 


(exp 1/13/5) 


SEEKING LIKE MINDED 
SOULS 
I'm a fairly easy going person 


looking for the same to explore 
the TG lifestyle. Almost anything 
goes. | am seeking a discreet 


individual to explore the TG life 
style. 1189 (exp 1/5/5) 


TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW 
TRICKS 

60, but young lookin 
movies with TS/TV < 
get very horny and erect 
would love to have s 

actions with a tra 
with a very beautiful tra 
with very sexy - 
who would like tc 
can travel. 1317 









WOMAN OR TS 
| have an easy going persona 
ity and love to try new things 
with different people alway 
practice safe and am disease 
free. | am looking for woman or 
TS who is into arse play and 
light” domination. 71351 (exp 


1/65) 
USE ME 


I'm just an average guy that 
really loves to please others 
Use me like a dog for games 
and humiliation and I'll do what 
ever you want. I'm looking for 
guys or couples. Put me in a 
maid outfit and order me to wait 
on you. Yes | will wear a dress 
too. 1353 (exp 1/6/5) 


OVER 8"? 
Attractive wife in 30s wants to 
see (and possibly massage) a 
huge one. If you qualify and can 
respect limits, please respond 


1172 (exp 1/6/5) 


STRIP CLUB BUDDIES 
Enjoy a hot show and a few 
drinks, talk about the ladies, J 


O. 9839 (exp 2/3/5) 


ISRAEL! WOMAN SKS 
SLAVE 
24-year-old Israeli woman who 
knows how to shoot a gun 
Looking for the perfect slave 
You have long hair, black eyes 
and a big butt or don't bother. | 

like toys. 71056 (exp 2/4/05) 


WET & READY 
Mysterious, attractive, young 
Asian girl looks for hot, confi- 
dent men or women to expen- 
ment with, 25-30. Turn-ons in- 
clude breasts, spanking, toys 
and voyeurism. Are you ready 
to take me over your knee? & 


1048 (exp 2/10/05) 


PONY FOR SALE! 
| want to be trained as a pony 
girl...all the works. I'm a sweet 
shy 22-year-old who loves to 
please. You must be confident 
tall is nice but not necessary 
Serious inquiries only! You 
must be able to provide equip- 
ment. 1028 (exp 2/10/05 


Discreet male average built 
looking for SF, couples, males 
to please. Your wish is my com 
mand. Have custom van for 
rendezvous. CT, MA, Rit 


9866(exp:01/07) 


DAD SEEKS SON 
Providence area GWM 52 
seeks nice guy under 25 for 
mutually rewarding relationship 
8682 (exp 03/04/05 


GUYS SPANKE 
by Dad, 48, over my knee 


socks. 2751 


3 (exp 4/1/05 











SSl-o- Call costs $2.89/minute. 


To Listen Call 800-314-7958 IZ <> a3 Ea 





MISTRESS RED’S 
DONKEY BO! 

He dropped forward on his 
hands and knees and crawled 
in through the living room 
down the hall and into the play- 
room. With a sharp smack | left 
him for a moment to fetch a box 
that had been waiting on a shelf 
since he left my care the first 
time. “Come.” He moved like a 
puppy would to his mistress 
Smiling | opened the box, and 
showed him the collar there 
in."Undress boi. You need to 
learn that making assumptions 
makes an ass out of yourself 
and others.”...%4609 (exp:05, 
01/04) 


NICKY GETS AN ANAL 
PROBE 

One boring Sunday afternoon | 
was over at my friend Amy's 
house. We were hanging out 
and painting each others nails 
when there was a knock at the 
door. Amy opened the door to 
answer it. There stood a tall 
dark guy. | could tell by the way 
he looked me over that he was 
attracted to me but figured I'd 
have some fun teasing 
him Kiss my ass | re 
plied...."Bend over, sweet thing 
and | will,” he said, then | felt his 
tongue on my ass. | shivered as 
his lips came together again 
and sucked the rounded flesh 


4614 (exp:05/01/04) 


MASTER’S LIL SLAVE 
SLUT 

This was going to be the first 
time my master shared me with 
other people. | was surprised 
that he wanted to see other 
men enjoying me, but | was 
also incredibly turned on. “Now 
slut, you will make these men 
cum but you will only please 
them with your hands. Now get 
on your knees so that they may 
see what an obedient slave you 
are.” | knelt on the floor and 
looked up. | could see the men 
growing in their pants...%9071 


INTERRACIAL GANG 
BANG 
About 1/2 the way home, my 
car started acting up, and finally 
it gave out on me. Using my 
cellphone and a phonebook 
from a near-by gas station, | 
called around and found a 24- 
hour towing service. Just as he 
promised, a tow-truck pulled up 
about 30 minutes later and a 
thickset older black gentleman 
got out and came over to me 
‘l'd really like to get my car fixed 
tonight. I'm ready to pay ANY 
price”. “Well now, you may be 
able to convince me to call in 
some favors", Desmond an 
swered. “Let's get into the cab 
and determine a price.”.%4610 


(exp 1/20/5) 


ONE LUCKY GIRL AND 5 
LUCKIER CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS 
| work at a hotel and it’s usually 
really boring but | had been 
looking forward to work all day 
on this particular day. A group 
of construction workers who 
were staying at the hotel made 
work a lot easier to bear. They 
had arrived to stay with us a 
week ago and |! had worked 
every night. Some of them were 
very sexy with hot muscular 
bodies. Two of them in particu 
lar went out of their way to be 
extra friendly, Adam and 
Steve...) sneaked upstairs with 
Adam and Steve. They let me 
into the room that they were 
sharing with 3 of the other guys 
Adam began kissing me. | 
moved my head to one side to 
see Steve watching...3 of the 
others from the bar had let 
themselves into the room. They 
were the ones that were re 
moving my clothing and kissing 
my chest...to hear this story call 
800-314-7958 413 

01/04 


(exp: 02 


MY FIRST T/S 
ESCORT ENCOUNTER 


I'd like to share with you my first 
time encounter with a trans 
sexual. I'd never told anyone 
about my secret transsexual 
fantasies because as far as 
everyone that knows me is con 
cerned, |'m straight, but the 
idea of a beautiful woman with 
a big XXXX is the biggest turr 
on ever...1 wanted to take things 
a step further so | decided | 
would hire a transsexual escort 
| was spending the night in a 
hotel on business and figured 
this would be a perfect oppor 
tunity to explore my fantasy 
anonymously. | scoured the 
Adult section and picked out 
Natasha. She looked lovely 
She was an ebony Amazon 
Tall with C cup breasts and a 
long flowing mane. | picked up 
the up the phone and a sultry 
voice answered. Within an hour 
or so there was a knock at the 
door...to hear this story call 
800-314-7958 4136 (exp: 02 
01/04) 


SOPHIE'S FIRST TIME 


WITH A GIRL 
Hi my name is Sophie and I'm 
20 years old. I'd like to tell you 
about my first time with another 
girl. It happened about a year 
ago and she was my college 
roommate. Her name is Kelly 
and she’s absolutely gorgeous 
she's tall with long blonde hair 
and D cup breasts. She has a 
great body as she works out a 
lot. The first time | noticed an at- 
traction to her was watching her 
work out in the college gym. It 
gave me an unfamiliar ticklish 
sensation in my...one night we 
were out on a girl's night on the 
town. We'd drunk a lot and had 
danced sexy together ail night 
When we got back to our dorm 
room Kelly said that her back 
was hurting so | offered to give 
her a back rub. She took off her 
shirt and bra and | felt suddenly 
hot and wet...to hear this story 
call 800-314-7958 4322 


(exp:02/01/04) 


TO LISTEN “TO 
COMPLETION” CALL 
800-314-7958 AND 
ENTER THE 7 OF YOUR 


CHOSEN STORY. SUBMIT 
YOUR STORIES TO 
erosphere @ phx.com 





Real Stories From Real People 
To Listen Call 800-314-7958 
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* ufone ORES 


With the purchase 
ba of $50 of Adult 
Toys or Accessories 


{ 


; - 4 
fi 


Gift Cards! 42" ’ | VD s 
HOLIDAY = 33) \ 1 NIGHT mn CHINA 
: aes | SPENT, JUICY #2, 


JENNA UNCUT 


& UNCENSORED 
& many more 


bell ALL THE LATEST NEW 
ce MET BYES STOCK! 


eet 4 your ibtace = 


BOSTON MEDFORD PEABODY FAIRHAVEN . WEYMOUTH PITTSFIELD 
NORTHBORO DEDHAM SPRINGFIELD WALTHAM READING 


For Discreet Online Shopping: AMAZINGDIRECT.COM For Locations & Upcoming Events: AMAZING. NET 












~ PADWER RECORDS. music, movies 


and when you can’t decide... 







4 MANCHURIAN 
Ae CANDIDATE 





ITED VERSION AVAIL ABLE : 





iv) 


% ; 
JAY-Z & 1 Ass 
LINKIN PARK cD 






u2 12° 
How To Dismantle cD 













un N 99 
Atomic Bomb on Course THE 1 98 NAPOLEO 1 
Also On Sale ae MANCHURIAN DVD = DYNAMITE DVD 
Premium Edition 19.99 CANDIDATE 
Deluxe Edition 29.99 (2004) 





hew music and movies, hot prices 


Foe Sy, Bow Bee O ba 


gua MEN T-1-)-1-9 











VERSION AVAILABL 
O VERSION AVAILABLE 


Sas cal ; bond ye } - a 
GWEN STEFANI ‘ 99 EMINEM 12% SNOOP DOGG 99 each 
Love, Angel, cp Encore cD R&G cD 
Music, Baby Also On Sale ; j ; 
Also On Sale Deluxe Edition 29.99 Deluxe Edition 19.99 eayewn = Gangee Ra Saaree wees coi pe amet nina \ rg meen a 
y arle epecne Mode ubime e Clas onaie 


ION AVAILABLE 


vs 





EDITED VERS: 








oy 

: ‘’ # ? ‘ I 
NAS aG PEARL JAM qq NIRVANA 4 99 
Street's Disciple cD Rearviewmirror cD With The cD 


Lights Out 





foment: 


TUESDaYGIUUKR 


Tower.com a: 


Our guaranteed BEST PRICES every Tuesday (iraypens 


JOHN LEGEND Get Lifted 8.99 CD 
OPEN WATER 19.99 DVD 
ANCHORMAN 19.99 DVD 
WICKER PARK 19.99 DVD 
WIMBLEDON 19.99 DVD 

CODE 46 19.99 DVD 


RESIDENT EVIL: APOCALYPSE 
Special Edition 19.99 DVD 


|, ROBOT SHAUN OF 


THE DEAD 





DE-LOVELY 99 
Special Edition DVD 




































: y KING OF THE HILL: Season 3 29.99 4DVD 
DANNY 99 LORD OF THE 99 THE 99 : 
monies 19% po ag 29°: STAR WARS 44%: SEX & THE CITY: Season 6, Part 2 39.99 3DVD 
RETURN OF 








Extended Edition GARDEN STATE 19.99 DVD 


Also on sale Gift Set 69.99, 
3 Pack 89.99 


j 





We buy & sell used CDs & DVDs! 


ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY - SOME SALE PRICING ENDS 12/28/04. 


TOWER RECORDS don’t touch thot diol..check out our huge selection of TV series DVDs 






Tower.com 





CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. (Harvard Square) : 
BURLINGTON \ 101 Middlesex Turnpike (across from Burlington Mall) 


1-BO0-ASK-[OWER {Store Locations\Hours\Phone Orders) 
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celebrating 

years 
ales exol a mm 
J vo Pap a 


HOWARD ALDEN GERI ALLEN ~ BRIAN BLADE - 
~ JAMES CARTER a 














~ ROY HAYNES — ALBERT “TOOT HEATH 
™ LNCOLR CENTER JAZZ ORCHESTRA HAROLD MABERN 
CHRISTIAN McBRIDE JACKIE McLEAN ~ MARI 
JAMES MOODY © JASON MORAN ~ LEWIS NASH © NIC 
WALLACE RONEY ~ RENEE ROSNES ~ ROSWELL RUDD 
~ LEW TABACKIN = CLARK TERRY ~ McCOY TYNER 
BOBBY WATSON ~ FRANK WESS » PHIL WOODS ~ MIGUEL 
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JOIN US FOR THE 51st ANNUAL FESTIVAL! 
THE LEGEND CONTINUES AUGUST 12-14, 2005 


GET INFORMATION & UPDATES BY JOINING OUR E-MAIL LIST! 
www.festivalproductions.net 


Hewiot lars Festal +. a regttered mark ol lestival Product tar 


he 





